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TALK IT THROUGH WITH US ••• It's surprising how many
sensible people put off making a will until it's too late to save their
families a great deal of difficulty and distress. To give yourself the
peace of mind that comes from setting your affairs in order, who better
to talk to than Woolwich Independent Financial Advisory Services?
Just call Marian Rigby, a member of The Dulwich Society and local
resident, on 081-681 7864 or return the coupon below.
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Wednesday, April 27. June 26. Dulwich Picture Gallery exhibition. Art
For The People: Culture In The Slums Of Victorian Britain.
Thursday, June 2. Dulwich Society. Brian Green will lead History
Committee's 90-minute summer walk to Suithe Dilwissche (South
Dulwich) via Pond Cottages, Grange Lane, Dulwich Woods, and
Kingwood House. Meet 7.45 p.m. Belair Car Park, corner of Gallery Road
and Dulwich Common.
Tuesday, June 21. Friends of Athol House Cheshire Home. Strawberry
Tea at Dora Leat's, Ridgeway, Fountain Drive, Dulwich, SE19. Please
phone to reserve craft stall.
Thursday, June 9. Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society. English
Porcelain Figures. Lecture by Jane Gardiner, senior tutor, Sothebys.
JAGS Sixth Form lecture theatre. 7.30 p.m.
Friday, June 10. Dulwich Society. Garden Group. Lecture by Matthew
Biggs of the Royal Botanical Gardens on "Aspects of Kew Gardens."
8 p.m. St Faith's Centre.
Saturday, July 2. Dulwich Picture Gallery, Concert by Dulwich College
Chamber Orchestra.
Wednesday, July 13 • October 16. Dulwich Picture Gallery exhibition.
Constable: A Master Draughtsman. 84 pictures from a private collection,
some never shown before.
Thursday, July 14. Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Group. The Jewel
House, 1660-1780. The Story of the Royal Silver Vaults. Lecture by
Phillipa Glanville, Curator of Metalwork, Victoria and Albert Museum.
JAGS Sixth form lecture theatre. 7.30 p.m.
Saturday, July 16. Friends of the Horniman. Horniman Garden Festival.
Horniman Museum. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
August
September

Saturday and Sunday, October 22 and 23. Book Fair. Dulwich College.
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. both days.
Wednesday, November 2. Dulwich Society. Local History Group lecture
by Dolly Walker-Wraight on Christopher Marlowe and Edward Alleyn.
Old Library, Dulwich College. Admission including glass of wine £1
members, £2 non-members.
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ALLEYN'S COLLEGE OF GOD'S GIFT
375th Anniversary Year
1994
June 19 Sunday

11.00am Commemoration Service
Foundation Chapel
Preacher: The Revd Canon David Keene AOB
12.45pm Anniversary Luncheon Garden Party
Grounds of JAGS*
July
The Plagiarist (details in May)
September 16 Friday6.30pm Anniversary Dinner at Saddlers' Hall*
October 7 Friday
7.30pm Special Concert '375 Salutes 75'
Alleyn's Great Hall*
November 8-11
7.30pm Massacre of Paris
Dulwich College & JAGS*
November 13 Sun 10.45pm Remembrance Service Foundation Chapel
Preacher: The Very Revd Dr Wesley Carr, OA
November 16, 17, 19 7 .30pm The Tell Tale in Alleyn's Great Hall*
November 23-Feb 26, 1995
Edward Alleyn The Collector
Dulwich Picture Gallery
1995
January 27 Friday

6.30pm Reception in Dulwich Picture Gallery prior to
7.30pm The History of the Foundation
Foundation Chapel
Jan Piggott, Brian Green and Arthur Chandler•
February (details later)
The Elizabethan/Jacobean Stage Readings
by Actors who were pupils
March 10 Friday
7.30pm Foundation Quiz Night (detail later)
March 14 Tuesday 7.30pm Anniversary Concert
St John's, Smith Square by the Combined
Strings of the three Schools*
April 30 Sunday
3.00pm Alleyn's Bankside a conducted tour by
Arthur Chandler•
May 14 Sunday
3.00pm Alleyn's Dulwich a conducted tour by
Brian Green•
May 20 Saturday
2.00pm Pageant of the Foundation
Alleyn's School Grounds by the Combined
Junior Schools*
June 20 Tuesday
9.30am Visitation by The lord Archbishop of Canterbury
to the three schools of the Foundation.
June 25th Sunday 11.00am Commemoration Service Foundation Chapel
Preacher: The Revd Elizabeth George, JAOG
*Tickets to be purchasedjor these events
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VOICE OF THE VILLAGE

According to Winston Churchill, "It has been said that Democracy is
the worst form of government except all other forms that have been tried
from time to time." That is why we open our columns to all shades of
opinion. That is why the editorial "we" is sometimes misinterpreted. It
does not mean that we have a monopoly of truth, only that we put
forward views that we believe are widely held.
In the Spring 1994 Newsletter we opened our columns to those critical
of the design of the new St Barnabas Church. They are views not held
even by the majority of the planning group of the Dulwich Society. But
the parish church is important. It belongs to not only to church
members but to all the people of Dulwich. Dulwich is a conservation area,
the amenities of which the Society is committed to safeguard and foster.
We did not single out the plans for the new St Barnabas for attack as
some may have assumed. We regret those in favour of the pl~s did not
accept our invitation to write to us. Public opinion is a broad church.
There are many, for instance, who like the Bauhaus College Gardens and
as for Dulwich Gate, others wonder why there are not searchlights and
machine-gun posts on the fortress pillars.
Dulwich is unique and St Barnabas, within its conservation area, was
unfortunately hidden or shielded by existing buildings when it was built
by our forefathers. How then do we rebuild the church as the focal point

FAMILY GARDEN

THE VILLAGER RESTAURANT
Open daily for lunches 12 noon - 2.30pm
Evenings Tuesday - Saturday 7.30pm - 10.30pm
Sunday Roast Lunch a speciality

DULWICH SUITE
Premier venue for wedding receptions, banquets and buffets
Ideal for business seminars, training and presentations
73 DULWICH VILLAGE LONDON SE! 7BJ
TELEPHONE 081-693 2466
FAX AND ANSWERPHONE 081-693 5616

A Taylor Walker Heritage Inn
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of the parish as all such Anglican temples should be? Not necessarily by
making it a replica of so many post-war stock-planned sacred places up
and down the country.
We accept that there are spatial restrictions on the site. Cost must be
taken into account. As must the views of all the parishioners. It is not
merely an accident that so many architects, artists and people of like
temperament should choose to live in Dulwich and express their different
and opposing views.
Even they realise that the eventual house of God will, like all
contributions to good democratic debate, rest on compromise. (Please see
Letters to the Editor.)
The Membership Drive
There are always those who are subconsciously enamoured of existing
evils and those who would replace them with others. That is why the
Dulwich Society, even with more than a thousand members, is
embarking on a membership drive to continue to foster and safeguard
the amenities of Dulwich. It is easier than it sounds.
Trees, shrubs, flowers, wildlife, white posts, the college, chapel, village
atmosphere and all things we take for granted seem assured so why
bother? The future of Belair and Kingswood House and Pynner's Close
seem reasonably safe. What cannot be taken for granted are the
unnecessary changes which would destroy Dulwich as we lmow it. It is
not always a case of black and
white. Here are just some of the grey
problems with which we are faced.
The economy, difficult marketing
and high rentals have been
responsible for closing many shops
in Dulwich Village, Park Hall, Half
Moon Lane and Lordship Lane and
other neighbouring shopping
centres and now threaten the subPost Office in the heart of the
village. Dulwich is not alone in this
decline but it deserves, more than
many areas, preservation.
Leasehold reformers of years ago
tend to forget that the leases
protected residents among other
things from pedlars and hawkers.
for plants, trees, tools,
Today, who has not been harassed
gardening
needs and ideas.
by door to door salesmen including
Westow St. London SE19
an army of vendors who on the
Telephone: (081) 771 8200
same day try to sell dusters and the
KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
like
some of whom are
undoubtedly honest, some of whom ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~
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quite rightly attract the attention of the police as they seem more
interested in unoccupied houses to rob than in occupied premises with
potential buyers.
Leases forbade residents from carrying on certain businesses from
their homes, but today some residences have round-the-clock taxis
calling for commercial purposes not to mention cab drivers summoned in
the middle of the night to take someone to the airport only to find they
have the wrong address if not the wrong date.
Then there are other motor-car enthusiasts who carry out
maintenance and repairs on their pavements and front lawns and turn
parts of this environmental haven into a greasy back-lot which would
disgrace a well-run council estate.
The Department of Transport helps put up barriers to close rat-runs,
the small side roads used by drivers to make short cuts at high speeds
between one main thoroughfare and another. Yet too many people regard
such barriers as an excuse for turning such cleaned-up rat-runs into
unsightly parking lots.
Nor are we sure where the 20 mph speed limit campaign will lead. The
Metropolitan Police is not opposed to it, but there is a tendency to forget
that Scotland Yard has for years known and admitted that the 30 mph
limit is not strictly enforceable.
Police manpower, magistrates' court time and other restrictions make
the legal speed limit a cautionary matter in the hope that the vast
majority of motorists will obey it.
If the 30 mph legal speed limit is honoured in the breach what will
happen to the 20 mph limit so many advocate and seek? The hope is that
if and when it comes it will be obeyed but there is doubt whether it is
legally enforceable.
All these matters are in addition to the bread and butter concerns of
all Society members that trees are preserved, gardens are tended, wildlife
is nurtured and that unsightly buildings which do not harmonise with
the surroundings are not permitted. And just as important.

O.T.D.O.G.S.
That, as some members may know, is the acronym for Opposition To
Destruction Of Green Spaces, led by John Beasley, the energetic
secretary of our neighbouring Peckham Society. His campaign is
particularly directed against Sainsbury's taking over King's College
Hospital's sports ground and Dulwich Hamlet football ground on Dog
Kennel Hill, East Dulwich, to build a superstore and a large car park.
Some will sympathise with him. Others prefer the supermarket.
Others will point out that the sports organisations took compensation
and, or other land and are not complaining. While those who live on
South Croxted Road, which has become a very lengthy weekday chock-abloc car park for out-of-town commuters from West Dulwich to town,
must wonder why someone doesn't provide them with a car park.
Thank You, Seymour
In 1992, Seymour Robinson, a long-standing member in his mideighties, volunteered not only to take over from Sue Lee, but also to
computerise the records. He approached the task with all his usual verve
and enthusiasm although house-bound and prey to after-effects of
medication.
He now feels his state of health dictates his retirement, and the
Society owes him a deep dept of gratitude. Robin Taylor has now been
co-opted on to the Executive Committee as Membership Secretary.

THAMES GALLERIES

HEALING

*
PICTURE FRAMING

Eileen Smith ACOH
Complementary medicine can help those suffering from chronic illness.
It is recognised by the BMA as a treatment which can help apparently
intractable problems and is particularly good at relieving pain.

Ifyou would like more information or an appointment, please ring
081-670-7128
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,J EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF QUALITY WOOD &
ALUMINTIJM FRAMING, MADE TO ORDER IN OUR
WORKSHOP

I

44 East Dulwich Road
East Dulwich
London SE22 9AX
Tel: 071 635 8840

Limited Editions*Artists Galle,y*Cards*Postcards
*Clip Frames*Posters
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New Vice-Presidents.
The Society invited the three head teachers of the principal schools in
Dulwich to stand for election as vice-presidents. Mr. Anthony Verity,
Master of Dulwich College, and Dr Clive Niven, Head Master of Alleyn's
School, accepted and were duly elected. Mrs Bridget Davies,
Headmistress of James Allen's Girls' School, declined but kindly
suggested that a similar offer is made to her successor when she retires.
A letter from Mrs Davies, setting out her devotion to Dulwich, is included
in the Letters to the Editor column.

BRYAN HOSKINS (1928-1993)

The Society was represented at the Thanksgiving Service for
the life and work of Bryan, held at St. Paul's Church, SE19,
the parish of which his late father had been a vicar. Bryan was
a Councillor for the College Ward of Dulwich from the early
l 960's on Camberwell Council and, following the
amalgamation of boroughs, on Southwark Council until 1986;
it was typical of his commitment that he had served for so
long. He had lived on the Dulwich Estate from before the
passing of the Leasehold Reform Act, and was closely
associated with the Society and the Dulwich Residents
Association in advising on the Scheme of Management; indeed,
his deep interest in the area and its residents resulted in close
links and long hours of work on schools boards and tenants
organisations where he was able to bring to bear his wide
experience and his knowledge of Dulwich. He and his. wife,
Wendy, moved to Chichester in 1988.

A STATEMENT

The Dulwich Society is aware that many residents have received a
leaflet recently distributed by the Dulwich Residents Association. The
Society was neither consulted about this nor informed of its contents
until the leaflet had been printed, and now wishes to make its own
position clear.
The leaflet says "the Scheme of Management should be set aside as
soon as possible". The Dulwich Society says that this premature call for
abolition may well not be in the best interests of residents. The leaflet
fails to distinguish between the value of having a Scheme at all and
current feelings about the Estates Governors' management.
The leaflet says the recent High Court decision in the case of the
Estates Governors v. Williams means that "we now know that an
aggrieved freeholder has no effective means of appeal against decisions
by the Manager". The Dulwich Society says this wrongly represents the
decision of the court, and that the alarm which the statement in the
leaflet is likely to cause is entirely unwarranted.
The leaflet says the Dulwich Residents Association is the only
organisation which is "free to give unbiased and unrestricted support to
individual residents and their local associations", because unlike the
Dulwich Society it is not a charity. The Dulwich Society says the
implication of this is unhelpful and misleading. The Society's objectives

Independent Estate Agents
We combine Local Knowlege
With
National Strength
93 Rosendale Road, Dulwich, SE21 BEZ
Telephone - 081 761 0900
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are clearly stated and apply impartially on behalf of all residents of
Dulwich. It is irrelevant for this purpose whether the Dulwich Society is
a charity or not.
What is actually happening should be more widely known.
The Estates Governors
The future of the Estates Governors themselves is now uncertain. This
depends on the outcome of a report by Sir Robin Butler on the future of
the Charity. He announced in December that this report had been
completed. Recommendations will be submitted to the Estates Governors
this year who will decide whether to adopt them.
The Scheme of Management
It is worth remembering that the object of the Scheme is "to preserve
the amenities of Dulwich for the common benefit". Conclusions by
residents as to whether it should be kept depend first on whether the
Estates Governors remain in existence. If not, and if we wish to keep the
Scheme, other Managers must be identified, and the terms on which the
Scheme operates must be agreed to our satisfaction. Until we know the
facts, it is not sensible to ask residents to decide on the Scheme's future.
As soon as we know the future role, if any, of the Estates Governors,
probably by this summer, residents must be properly consulted on what
measures are necessary to preserve our amenity.
Patience and a responsible sense of the interests of residents, both
individually and collectively, are necessary to acnieve a satisfactory
outcome, or we shall risk throwing out the baby with the bath-water.
The Estates Governors v. Williams
The judgment is a careful examination of the duty of Managers of the
Estate to act reasonably, and of the corresponding obligation of an
enfranchised freeholder appealing against a decision to show that it was
unreasonable. The Governors are not free to act arbitrarily, and the right
of appeal remains. This decision has now been referred back to the
arbitrator, and we do not yet even know the outcome. Details of the High
Court judgment are available to those who wish to satisfy themselves
more fully about the position. The rights of residents have not been
changed by the judgment.
The Joint Residents' Committee.
This committee was set up two years ago by the Dulwich Society
together with the Dulwich Residents' Association and the Dulwich Village
Preservation Society, for the purpose of negotiating with the Estates
Governors over the future of the Scheme. Its united stand received
support from residents, and was effective in halting progress by the
Estates Governors with measures which appeared to be more in their
interests than ours.
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The committee has not been able to proceed with negotiations because
of an inability to secure commitments from the Estates Governors which
would secure the unity of the Estate, which was the original reason for
the Scheme. It may well be necessary to change the Joint Residents'
Committee's publicly agreed policy, but a leaflet about the Scheme of
Management, issued independently by one member organisation without
consultation with the others is not a constructive method of achieving a
common policy.
The Joint Residents' Committee remains available for discussion
among the three Societies, if a basis for a common policy re-emerges. All
those who have supported the committee will receive a detailed account
of what has happened.
The Dulwich Society
The Society will continue to provide for its members information and
commentary on issues relating to the Estate and its management, and a
forum on our common interests. The environment of Dulwich, and the
facilities which it provides, contribute substantially to the value of all our
properties. The Society's membership extends to the whole of Dulwich,
and reflects the concerns of all who want to maintain its amenity.
Join us if you value Dulwich and want to participate in its future.
W. P. Higman
Vice-Chairman, the Dulwtch Society.

For the best in Summer reading

td Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village,
London SE21 7DE
Telephone: 081-693 2808
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The Scheme of Management
The following is a summary of what has not yet happened, followed by
observations on the consequences of what could happen.
Non-events
1. Withdrawal from management The estates Governors, four years
after they announced their intention to do so, have made no application
to the high Court to withdraw from any aspect of managing the Scheme,
or to modify any details of administration. They have promised to give
details of any such application to the Scheme Advisory Committee.
Meanwhile, the High Court's jurisdiction to vary the Scheme has been
transferred to a Leasehold Valuation Tribunal, by section 75 of the
Leasehold Reform, Housing and Urban Development Act 1993
(abbreviated as "the 1993 Act"). The Estates Governors are still
considering the consequences of this transfer of jurisdiction.
2. Appeals against Scheme planning decisions There has been no
change in the right of an enfranchised freeholder to appeal against a
planning decision under the Scheme. The Estates Governors have used
the procedure of an appeal in a particular case (Estates Governors v.
Williams High Court, Chancery Division 14th January 1994) to clarify
the powers of an arbitrator under clause 17. This decision re-affirms and
does not alter the right of an enfranchised freeholder to appeal against
an unreasonable decision of the Estates Governors. The appeal has been
referred back to the arbitrator, who has not yet reached his decision.
3. Negotiations with the Joint
Residents' Committee There has
been no resumption, since
discussions were broken off by the
Estates governors following a
meeting on the 23rd June 1992. The
Estates
Governors did not then feel
Aromatherapist with more than 16 years
able to make any concessions
experience in
regarding the development or
CLINICAL AROMA THERAPY, disposal of their own land.
REFLEXOLOGY, NUTRITION,
The JRC felt that the Estates
Governors' wish to separate
TUI NA
management of the Scheme from
Natural approach to Back Pain, Tension,
Digestive, Menstrual and Skin Disorders,
management of the rest of the
Insomnia, Migraine, Anxiety and Stress.
Estate undermined the Scheme's
original object, which was to confer
rights and powers on the Managers
BELINDA FREEMAN
"for the purpose of enabling them to
Mf Phys. LCSP MIFA MBRA MIBM Sc
preserve the amenities of the Estate
Dulwich Medical Centre
for the common benefit" (clause
163-169 Crystal Palace Road, SE22
16(a)).

4. Report on the future of the Estates Governors Details are not yet
available of a report written by Sir Robin Butler on the re-organisation of
the Charitable Trust, and the future role of the Estates Governors. The
report is now being submitted the Estates Governors. Until we known
whether they have adopted it, we shall not know whether the Estates
Governors wish to remain Managers of the Scheme, or will remain
capable of doing so.
5. Code of Management Practice Details are not yet available of a
Code being drafted by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors,
which will be submitted for the Secretary of State's approval under
section 87 of the 1993 Act. The Estates Governors have expressed their
intention to adopt it, for application equally to tenants and enfranchised
freeholders.
The Scheme Advisory Committee has asked to see this Code in draft,
and to have an opportunity to discuss it before it is adopted. It remains
to the seen whether it serves to overcome criticisms made of the Estates
Governors' administration of the Scheme. Over the past six years all the
Dulwich residents' organisations have made detailed representations on
the cost-efficiency, openness and accountability of the Estates
Governors' administration, and on deficiencies in the rights of
enfranchised freeholders in relation to those of leaseholders under the
Landlord and Tenant Acts.
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RESTAURANT

Italian specialities at their best
and finest Italian wines
FULLY LICENSED
LUNCH-12 noon to 2.30pm
1

D1NNER-6.30pm to 11.30pm
Closed Saturday Lunchtime and all day Sunday

129 GIPSY HILL, DULWICH, LONDON SE19
Tel: 081-670 1843/1396

Telephone 081-693 3330/2727
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6. Management audit There are powers under sections 76-84 of the
1993 Act for tenants (and perhaps enfranchised freeholders) to require a

management audit. These powers have not yet been tested.
7. English Heritage We do not yet know the intentions of English
Heritage to use their statutory powers under section 73 of the 1993 Act,
to take over a Scheme of Management in a conservation area "where
there is a public as well as a private interest in the maintenance of its
character and quality ... and ensure the continuation of schemes even
where the landlord's diminishing interest does not make it worthwhile for
him to continue or set up a scheme." (English Heritage Conservation
Bulletin: November 1993).
8. Conservation areas The Government has recently expressed its
intention to augment the powers of local authorities to control
inappropriate alterations to non-listed buildings in conservation areas.
We do not yet know what these powers include, but they have clear
implications for the continuing need for planning powers of a Scheme of
Management.
As residents of Dulwich we should look more closely at the anomalies
of present conservation area boundaries, both for the "post-war estates"
and the older properties. There is no good reason, for example, why
Woodhall Drive, Great Brownings, Peckarmans Wood and Woodsyre
should be within the conservation area, while Ferrings, Tollgate Drive,
Rouse Gardens and Giles Coppice are outside, or why one half of Turney
Road, or one side of Burbage Road should be included, and the other
not. It would be more constructive for us to consider whether boundaries
should be changed, than to allow attitudes to be polarised between those
who feel included or excluded.
Only when the above issues have been clarified will residents be in
a position to judge what is in their best interests regarding the future of
the Scheme. Clamour to abolish the Scheme as soon as possible mainly
reflects dissatisfaction with the manner in which the Estates Governors
have been managing it. Some of these objections, which continue to be
very real, may now be met under the new provisions of the 1993 Act.
Options for the future, these are as follows: a) Continuation of
Management by the Estates Governors This was the JRC's preferred
option, because it maintained unity of the Estate, and avoided the
transfer of an administrative and financial burden to another body with
minimal powers over the Estate as a whole.
The Estates Governors were not prepared to administer the Scheme in
the manner which residents sought, or to bring their own land within it.
They wish to divest themselves of the administrative burden, except
where it benefited (financially) their Charity to maintain the apparatus of
control. They may now feel that it would be too difficult legally, and
damaging financially, for them to abandon the Scheme. If they decide to
keep it, residents will have to consider their legal powers under the new
Act, to oblige the Estates Governors to manage the Scheme
Satisfactorily.
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b) Abandoning the Scheme This may be equally difficult for
enfranchised freeholders of the Estates Governors to achieve, especially
if there is opposition. Residents should be entirely sure that they
understand the consequences of there not being a Scheme, particularly
that no positive covenants (those which require money to be spent)
would be enforceable between neighbouring freeholders, or for
contributic-n to the maintenance costs of the common areas of an estate.
There would also be no second line of defence against planning decisions
of the local authority.
c) A Dulwich Conservation Trust If the Estates Governors were no
longer constitutionally able to preserve the amenity of the Dulwich
Estate, residents could establish another organisation for this purpose,
provided they had the legal and financial powers to make it work. Such a
Trust would be more workable with a Scheme of Management than
without it. Unlike the Estates Governors' earlier proposals it would apply
to the whole Estate, not Just to enfranchised properties, and would use
powers under the new statutory developments outlined above. Further
details could be prepared if there were a general consensus that it would
be in the interests of residents to do so.
Conclusion The above issues should be reviewed when more is known,
and a foll appraisal should then be made of residents' and the Charitable
Trust's objectives, to assess where there is any common ground. At
present nobody has an adequate Basis for responsible conclusions about
the future of the Scheme of Management.
W.P. Higman, Secretary
S·(I\RS '(1

EAGLE CARS (C.P.) LTD

i

CRYSTAL PALACE!
'{t.f..

Eagle Cars · 122a Church Road · Upper Norwood
London SE19 2UG

.:..,'£)

)''')\'\

£18 to Gatwick, £20 to Heathrow,
Safely on your holiday with us you must go.
We'll pick you up and take you back to where you
started from,
So book up now, take a break, go out enjoy the sun.
Telephone: 081-653 6000 (24 hours)
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

At the 31st AGM on March 11, the Vice-Chairman, Bill Higman, took
the Chair and announced our Chairman, Reg Collins, had unexpectedly
undergone triple-bypass surgery the previous week. He remarked on the
tremendous courage shown by Reg, and was able to report that he was
recovering well.
The main emphasis of Bill's report was the importance of working
effectively with other bodies. Links with schools had been strengthened
by co-operative events, and by the Master of the College and the
Headmaster of Alleyn's agreeing to stand for election as Vice-Presidents;
relations with the Police were also good, and he hoped relations with the
Estates Governors [E.G.s] under the chairmanship of Jeremy Gotch, who
lives in Dulwich, could also be improved.
The Chairman himself had been very active helping find solutions to
the problem of empty shops, and the Newsletter had provided a forum for
an exchange of views on the vital question of the design of a new St
Barnabas church. The Editor and Treasurer were working on the
Newsletter itself to improve both format and content to increase its value
to the community.
Tessa Jowell, MP, emphasised the uniqueness of Dulwich, the
importance of partnerships, with the EGs on the future of local shops;
with the Department of Transport on speed and safety in Dulwich; and
with the Police in combatting crime. Finally she remarked o the
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . · importance of improving future
relationships with the EGs, and
~ PHYSIOTHERAPY
hoped this could be achieved by
~..,- __.::,
consensus.
The Treasurer's report, which
Chartered Physiotherapists are experts
prefaces the annual accounts in
in the diagnosis & treatment of soft
this issue, was accepted. The
tissue injuries and joint conditions
following motion was then put to
INCLUDING:
the meeting:Sports injuries
"That in view of the widening
Neck & back pain
social and financial responsibilities
Post operative orthopaedic problems
of The Dulwich Society, this Annual
Headaches
General Meeting of 11 March 1994,
Tendinitis - shoulder or elbow
approves an annual subscription of
OPENING HOURS:
£7.50 from 1 January 1995."
Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm
The motion was carried with two
Sat:am
abstensions. Ken Jeffries was
Recognised by all medical insurance policies
appointed Honorary Auditor.
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS:
At the conclusion of the meeting
Sarah C. Parsons MCSP SRP
a presentation was made by Peter
Yvonne C. Golds MCSP SRP
Lawson, a Vice-President, to the
163-169 CRYSTAL PALACE ROAD,
retiring Secretary in recognition of
LONDON SE22 9EP
her
work over the last ten years.
TEL: 081-693 9930 TEL: 081-693 2727

DULWICH

Treasurers Report· Year To 31 December 1993
In October of 1993 I accepted the position as Honorary Treasurer of
The Society which fell vacant owing to Mr Moonesinghe's decision to
retire. I wish to thank Mr Moonesinge for the hard work he has given and
for the high standards he applied in maintaining the financial affairs of
the Society.
The audited accounts of The Society show a surplus of £2,648 for the
year, after providing £1,330 towards the future costs of the challenge to
the Estates Governors proposals for changes to the Scheme of
Management. It should be noted however that we produced only three
newsletters instead of the customary four. If a fourth newsletter had
been printed the surplus would have been nearer £1,300.
Income from subscriptions has continued to decline with the
reduction in membership numbers. Interest receivable has also reduced
in line with the reduction in interest rates over the year. Advertising
revenue continues to be an important contributor to the Society's fund
and accounted for over 23% of our annual income. I would like to point
out that Mr Gerald Fairley who lived at "The Grange" and who was
involved in the Society's activities kindly made a legacy of £867 and
helped us to achieve an overall income level similar to 1992.
Costs continue to increase and the price of producing the newsletter
has finally risen above £ 1. There have been fewer sub-committee and
social events held during the year and so these costs have reduced
compared to 1992. Overall expenditure at £6,885 was £1,283 less than
1992 and helped the Society to return a surplus rather than a deficit for
the year.
I regret that we have a net loss of 85 membership numbers during the
year and I ask that we all make efforts to increase the membership of the
society. In view of the increasing costs of publishing the newsletter and
the cost of planned changes in the near future that are envisaged for the
Society I propose that we increase the annual membership subscription
from £5 to £7.50 with effect from 1 January 1995. Whilst this has been a
very difficult decision to make I should point out that the last increase
was made at the beginning of 1990. I feel members receive good value
from the Society not only with the news letters but also the unseen
representation that is made on their behalf and it is intended that these
services will continue and be improved.
I would like to thank all those members who pay by bankers order
since this saves the society money and reduces the heavy burdens
placed on both the Honorary Secretary and our Membership Secretary. If
you do not currently pay your fees by this method please would you
consider doing so.
Russell Lloyd, ACA
Honorary Treasurer

Robin Taylor
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THE DULWICH SOCIETY BALANCE SHEET

THE DULWICH SOCIETY INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

As at 31 December 1993

For the year ended 31 December 1993

1993
£
FIXED ASSETS (Note I)

1992
£

£

£

3

376

16,399
4

16,403

12,651
4

12,655
~

16,406

13,031

Subscnptions
Interest receivable
Sale of books
Advertising (Note 3)
Collection at christmas concert
Legacy (Note 4)

516

2,360

589

2,530
35
4,000

997
457
2,670

6,565

4,124

53
20

Net Current Liabilities

(4,205)

(3,535)

12,201

9,496

9,496
57
2,648

7,867
114
1,515

12,201

9,496

Ho,Tu,.,X~
REPORT OF THE AUDITORS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE DULWICH SOCIETY
The above Balance Sheet and annexed Income and Expenditure Account and Notes show a true and fair view of
the financial state of the Dulwich Society at 31 December 1993 and the results for the year ended on that date.

II. .-j (;_._ -- '
K.A.G. Jeffries
Chartered Accountant
28 January 1994

9,683

Deduct: expenditure

Represented by:
Accumulated fund 1.1.93
Donations
Surplus for the year

£

867
9,533

2,267
93

Deduct: Current Liabilities
Sundry creditors
Subscriptions received in advance
Fighting fund (Note 2)

£
5,567
1,246
20
2,597
253

5,478
949
13
2,226

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash at bank - Barclays Bank
- National Wesuninster Bank
Sundry debtors

£

Income

INVESTMENTS

CO IF Charities deposit account
Barclays Bank deposit account

1992

1993

£

Newsletters and broadsheets
Printing and stationery
Postages, telephone and related expenses
Hire of hall and meeting expenses
Subscriptions
Sub-<:onunittee expenses
Bank charges
Social events (Note 5)
Service of equipment
Depreciation
Special contributions
Costs re challenge to Estate Governors
proposals (Note 2)
Printing of booklet
Donations
Sundry expenses

Surplus for the year

3,817
142
405
222
95
102
3
152
174
373

4,261
87
284
25
55
397
3
538
52
277
100

1,330

1,000
800
253
36

70
6,885

8,168

2,648

1,515

Alleyn's 375th Year
On June 21, 1619, James 1 granted Letter Patent to Edward Alleyn to
enable him to found The College of God's Gift at Dulwich. The
Anniversary is being celebrated from this June until June next year.
Since the 350th anniversry, 25 years ago, Alleyn's School has become
co-educational, Alleyn's and JAGS now have Junior Schools and
Dulwich College has a Junior Department. There are now well over 3,000
pupils in the Foundation Schools within Dulwich.
Alleyn's bequest also helped those outside Dulwich, in Bishopsgate
Foundation (in which parish he was born and baptised), St Luke's
Parochial Charities (in which parish owned the Fortune Theatre), St
Olave's and St Saviours Grammer School Foundation and the central
Foundation Schools. All will be participating or represented in the
celebrations.
On Sunday, June 19 at the annual Commemoration Service, the
sermon will be preached by the Rev. Canon David Keene, an Alleyn Old
Boy, a canon of Southwark Cathedral. A special luncheon garden party
afterwards should be one of the largest gatherings of Foundations
members, past and present, for many years.
The Anniversary Dinner on September 16th at Saddler's Hall, in the
City of London, will commemorate the dinner given by Edward Alleyn on
September 13, 1619, when he recorded in his diary "this day was the
Foundation finished." Sir Robin Butler, who has chaired the joint
commission that has examined the constitution of the Foundation and
its various Governing Bodies, will propose the toast to the Foundation.
Drama will include The Plagiarist, based on Shakespeare' text,
performed at JAGS in July. The Massacre At Paris by Marlowe (written
for Edward Alleyn) will be performed at Dulwich College, and at the
Globe, Bankside, The Tell Tale (the so-far unperformed text having been
found in the College archives) will be performed at Alleyn's in December.
During the final week of the celebrations the Archbishop of
Canterbury will visit the three schools and the Rev. Elizabeth George,
nee Mullen, a James Allen Old Girl, will be the first woman to deliver the
Commemoration Service
A programme giving full details of the year will be on sale from early
June price £2.
Arthur Chandler
Honorary Co-ordinator.

••••••••••••

VI

THE BEST OF BRITISH
A rt, Crafts & Gifts

\
I

C

Splendid

ollect~ble.
intr1gu1ng,
rather

obscure,

.H·1111tlla1111g.

'ometimes a bit

st range,

artistic, eleganr,
one-off.

ti me less,

Traditional.

delicate.

eiJ.d..

tasteful,
clever,

w11ry.

rare.

r":. . · .r

some/

.,~"·

At

J -:>-

WOODEN
FLOORING

I
,

bo~

A Small Company
Specializing In The
Renovation Of Floors
Of Almost Any Age
Or Condition

Otten S i m p / /

'"'\.

4

V

0~
1

C...

~

~\'9

-"Cl_~~

b... ~

•

prec:0 ~

/

f,'ine, u'<'lora111·e and r: ./"

Ceramics.

da.Bh",

SANDING & SEALING
SPECIALIST FINISHES

The Shop & Gallery
in Herne Hill at
27b Hair Moon Lane
Tel: 07t 737 7747

Telephone: (071) 639 1051
FOR FREE QUOTE

Open: Tues - Sat: 10.30 => 7 pm (Sais 6 pm)

Telephone: 081-693 6000

tallow lotksmttbs
24HRS MOBILE No 0860 361 069
DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS FITTED
RECOMMENDED BY INSURANCE COMPANIES
11 FIRE, POLICE, INSURANCE SPECIFICATIONS
CARRIED OUT
@ SECURITY BARS, GRILLES, GATES
11 BAILIFF & JUDICIAL OPENINGS
@ KEYLESS LOCKS, ENTRY PHONES
SAFES
@ COMPETITIVE RATESWE INVOICE COMPANIES
11 WE ARE MASTER LOCKSMITHS
@

@

6 W oodwarde Road
Dulwich SE22 SUJ

SURGERY HOURS
From March 199 3

H.Q: BEECH COURT, 69 WOO!> v.w, LONDON sm

8 am-5 pm Monday-Friday
9am-8pm Thursday
9am-4pm Saturday
House calls are available on request
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Dilwihs, Dilewisse, Dilwash, or Dulwich
More than a thousand years ago, our local ancestors seem to have
been much impressed by the abundance of that culinary and medicinal
herb, known nowadays (to some folk) as Anethum Graveoless. Evidently
this herb grew profusely, around 967 AD, in damp meadows at the foot
of Sydenham Hill - that last ridge of the North Downs, once covered by
the Great North Wood (or Norwood). Our ancestors were ignorant of
modern horticultural Latin so, speaking only Old English, they called the
herb "Dil" (or Dill) and the damp places they called "wihs" (i.e. wash or
washes!
So that is the etymology of "Dulwich" - believe it or not; and we had
better believe it because the "washes" at least are still recurrent. Just
look for example, at the ninth and tenth holes of Dulwich Golf Course in
January 1994! And Dill will still grow freely in Dulwich when you scatter
its seeds, with due diligence.
Dill has many useful properties - notably in pickling, safeguarding, or
even fostering and bettering the flavour of organic s_ubstances which
already have a flavour of their own. So our Society s Planning SubCommittee does its humble best to emulate the Dill plant.
The Sub-Committee's present ten members, all volunteers in a
pressgang, have a blend of interests (and of some expertise) in planning
matters. They meet monthly to review all "Planning Applications" made to
the boroughs of Southwark, Lambeth and Lewisham (and all "Licence
Applications" to the Estates Governors under the Scheme of
Management) which might have some impact - for ill or good - on the
Amenities of Dulwich. In between our meetings an ad hoc working party
does its best to deal with urgent matters as necessary e.g. inspecting
sites and studying plans before some official deadline for comments from
"Third Parties" (usually 3 weeks) expires.
The Sub-Committee then has to make some delicate decisions on
behalf of our Society and its Members.
a) On which (of a vast number of) applications can the Society usefully
comment? Which are major, which minor?
b) Should we oppose? Should we stay silent? Should we support?
c) Is there a point of principle involved? E.g. if a predatory developer
seems intent on infilling existing green spaces we should certainly object,
even if he is a Dulwich resident (and with knobs on if he is not!)
d) But if the likely result seems to be an improvement to the
neighbourhood e.g. by eliminating some eyesore prod~~ed by ~revious,
sloppily granted planning permissions (or unauthorised infilling ) should
we not throw the Dulwich Society's weight behind it?
e) What views, if any, have our fellow Amenity Societies on the
subject? We ought to co-ordinate our views under one umbrella; after all
the Dill is an umbelliferous plant!
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We should also be ready to field questions :1) The plans to rebuild St. Barnabas Church.
2) The Estates Governors' plans to sell the "Woodyard" (behind
Barclays Bank in Dulwich Village) to property developers.
3) The battle to preserve the "Beechgrove" site on Sydenham Hill.
4) The future of Kingswood House, Belair, and Pynners Close, but the
most recent news is not discouraging.
5) The monstrous proposal to build houses in the back garden of
"Lyndenhurst" (historic Georgian House on Village Way, with historic
listed wall at the foot of Redpost Hill).
6) A proposal to build two houses in the back garden of 6 Burbage
Road.
7) Proposals for development and floodlighting of Herne Hill Stadium.
8) Any other business to which you may think we should address
ourselves.
Finally, we appeal for some Member who lives in the borough of
Lambeth to be willing to join our pressgang. His/her current absence
from our counsels is a handicap to us.
Tony Golds
Chairman, Planning Sub-Committee

WHERE'S THE 20 MPH ZONE NOW?

The short answer is: in the entrails of the Department of Transport.
In January Southwark Council agreed a proposal for a 20 mph zone. We
had conceived the proposal and had consulted widely on it. In particular we
had sent a letter and questionnaire to about two thousand homes in
Dulwich. The result was overwhelming support for the 20 mph zone (over 95
per cent of those responding). There was also strong support for safer cycle
routes. Almost half of the respondents said they had and their families
already cycled or would if it were safe to do so.
Council officers discussed the proposal informally with Department of
Transport officials but, after it was agreed by the Council DoT approval was
refused. DoT criteria were judged not to be met.
Two Council officials met no less than seven DoT officials. It was agreed
that the zone submit three separate applications. The three areas are:( 1) the area including Court Lane, Calton Avenue, Townley Road and
connecting roads;
(2) the area including Burbage Road, Turney Road and connecting Roads;
(3) Dulwich Village itself, College Road and Gallery Road.
There would be traffic claiming measures on main roads where they were
not already in place. These applications are now being worked on by the
Council and DoT. Implementation will depend on finances.
Cycle routes?
Southwark's consultants are still working on the designs of a route
running southwards from Greendale, through Dulwich Village and along
College Road This would connect with several schools. The consultants are
talking to th~ Society and the local cycling organisations. We hope that it will
not now be long till you
can "get on your bike"
more safely
Alastair Hanton,
Chairman, Traffic and
Transport Committee.
DO YOU KNOW?

Tony Sandles
Stained Glass
Design
081 771 6845 "
Corner of
Haynes Lane &

Westow Street
Upper Norwood

SE19
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Stained Glass
Individually
Designed and
Made to Order
to Suit all
Styles of
Houses, Both
Traditional &
Modern

That on August l 7, 1896,
Mrs Bridget Driscoll, on her
way to a folk dancing
display, was the first person
to be knocked down and
killed In a motor car
accident. Witnesses said
that the car, driven by
Arthur Edsel near the
Crystal Palace was travelling
at "a reckless pace," In fact
"like a fire engine," Mr Edsel
claimed that he had only be
doing four miles an hour
and that he had rung his
bell as a warning. The jury
returned a verdict of
accidental death.

A DELICATE BALANCE
Life in Dulwich is often interrupted by some passing fame or notoriety,
sometimes worth remembering like the time the film stars descended on
Sydenham Hill. The scene is recalled by IAN McASH.
Film-makers have often come to Dulwich and have sometimes left the
scene in a markedly better condition than they found it. Take the case of
The Wood, also known as 16 Sydenham Hill, where a moss-covered
boundary marker testifies that it is still in the ancient parish of Camberwell.
It was a small brick-built hunting lodge in Elizabethan times. It had
fallen into disrepair. Film-makers, told it was condemned, insisted that
whatever happened it should be restored to some of its glory.
In the late 1830s, the house was bought by Lady Caroline Howard and
the sixth Duke of Devonshire would frequently ride by on his horse to call
on the lady with whom he was very friendly.
The Duke's gardener was Mr (later Sir) Joseph Paxton who built the
original Crystal Palace in Kensington Gardens and then rebuilt it at the end
of Sydenham Hill at the command of Queen Victoria to commemorate her
late husband, Albert.
Rockhills, the house at the end of the hill, became Paxton's head office
and the duke would dally more and more often to see how work was
progressing and how his friendship with Lady Caroline was improving.
But 16 Sydenham Hill went into decline. Alfred Newton, Lord Mayor of
London, had it in the 1880s, Saxon, Lowndes and Lyddon families followed
but by the time the film stars arrived
the house was condemned, to be
demolished and the land threatened
with a compulsory purchase order.
The Eli Landau Organisation's
TV/Video
American Film Theatre decided that
Rentals and Repairs
it would be the ideal location to shoot
Edward Albee's Pullitzer Prizewinning play A Delicate Balance.
7 DOVEDALE ROAD
Katherine Hepburn, Paul Scofield,
EAST DULWICH, SE22 ONF
Lee Remick, Kate Reid, Joseph
Cotton and Betsy Blair under the
direction of Tony Richardson, all
Free estimates.
turned up on the Hill.
We pride ourselves
Katherine Hepburn told me, "It
was the ideal theatre for A Delicate
on high quality
Balance. It's a drama about the
personal service
intricacy of people's minds. The
house became a very work-orientated
location. Rehearsals were very
Ring Alan Poole on
important as we shot in strict order
081- 693 8629
of continuity. Filming there gave us
the
opportunity
to
become
acclimatised rather than coming in

DENNIS TV
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'cold' to a studio set. The familiarity with one's surroundings can make a
big difference to an actor's performance.
"It was so restful to be surrounded by cedar and mimosa trees. You
could walk from the dining room to the solarium just by opening a door
instead of driving round a studio to the next scene. This brought us closer
to the author's intentions."
Lee Remick explained that "The play had been presented on the
Broadway and West End stages in one room. Here we moved around the
whole interior of the house, using the living room, dining room, solarium
[built by Paxton] and the library."
But what changed The Wood from a condemned monument to the past
was what the film-makers did to the place. Fresh coats of paint, new
wallpaper, furnishings - including modern paintings, comfortable chairs,
sofas, carpets and an expensive dining table - transformed the decay to
cosy elegance.
The exterior was painted white, the gate had "The Wood" written in gold
paint and a shiny brass knocker was fixed to the black front door. A
sundial was carved on the gable of a red-brick chimney, where a large
ornamental lamp cast its beam on to a lucky horseshoe nailed to the door
of the stables nearby.
The finely carved wooden staircases which led to the imposing minstrel's
gallery were also restored as was the garden with its rolling lawns, trim
hedges and crumbling waterfall all dwarfed by a giant cedar tree.
You wouldn't recognise it from the road today, but the film mal{ers for
once had struck what was appropriately a delicate balance.

JAMES FITTON (1899-1982)

Nearly half a century ago, when modern art was worse than
blasphemy and Picasso was nothing but a Communist, James Fitton of
Pond Cottages, College Road, Dulwich, opened an exhibition at
Lewisham Town Hall, Catford. He said, "Critics complain that artists do
not paint what they see. I have just served on an Old Bailey jury in a
case in which one witness said he had seen a man and a woman leave a
car involved in a crime. A second witness said they were three coloured
men, a third that there was a black man, a white woman and two
children, a fourth that there was a white woman and two black men, a
fifth that only a teenaged white boy left the car. If eye-witnesses cannot
agree on the colour or who they saw, what then is our complaint against
the artist who sees things differently from others?"
The story tells much of the down-to-earth Fitton, a gregarious
individualist, one of the last of the "characters" to be associated with the
arts. He had a cynicism towards the Establishment and those who
pontificated about art. His paintings had the element of caricature but
he was no mere cartoonist, which was why the powers at whose
windmills he tilted so often recognised and honoured him.
Goatee-bearded, shock white haired, he looked and behaved like
people expected from an artist. A thorough professional, he w~s a
member of the London Club of artists, Royal Academedician, a trustee of

Christopher Marlowe
and

Edward Alleyn
BY

A. D.

WRAIGHT

CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE and EDWARD ALLEYN rocketed to fame with
Tamburlaine the Great as the theatrical partnership that dominated the
Elizabethan stage until Marlowe's death. This timely biography of Edward
Alleyn's theatrical career is a revelation. In his lite he played many roles, on and
off stage. He was the greatest actor of his day as well as a fine musician; owner of
two theatres - the Rose, with his father-in-law Philip Henslowe, and later of his own
theatre, the Fortune; successful minor playwright; private banker, saving many from
debtors' prison; property owner and bmlder of almshouses; Master ot' the Bears and
breeder of animals; expert herbalist and prescriber of medicinal potions.
TI1is remarkable man retired from acting aged 40, and still at the peak of his powers,
to found Dulwich College, which celebrates the 375th anniversary of it
foundation this year.
Price £20
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the British Museum, chief assessor to the Ministry of Education National
Diploma in design, chairman of the Stamp Advisory Committee, honorary
surveyor of the Dulwich Picture Gallery and a governor of Dulwich
College
He came from humble beginnings in Oldham, Lancashire, where both
his father, an engineer, and his mother, a weaver, worked in the mills.
James had to earn his own living from the age of fourteen, came to
London where a bump on the head literally started his career.
On his way to call at the art book shops in Charing Cross Road he was
struck by a falling blind and knocked unconscious. Rather than become
involved in a legal action for damages, the shop-owners hired him to
design covers for sheet music. Ministries of Information and Food,
London Transport but first Ealing Studios called on him. They
commissioned him to produce a poster of Gloria Swanson in a low-cut
evening gown with her evening-dressed escort in an open boat after a
shipwreck. Jim's instructions were "plenty of highlights in the right
places - always remember, my boy, we are selling flesh.
Fitton met his wife, Margaret, when they were both at evening classes
at the Central School of Arts and Crafts, when everybody except the rich
who painted commissioned portraits and landscapes were insultingly
dismissed as "commercial artists".

- - - - - - - Established Since 1 797 - - - - - - - ,
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and Son Ltd.
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FREE ESTIMATES - WORK GUARANTEED
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His wife recalled, "What impressed me most about him was the ease
with which he could draw. He would sit in front of a model, a chair, a
mantel-piece full of bric-a-brac or a landscape, it made no difference, the
drawing Just flowed. He drew wherever he went - at a dinner, the public
library and on that occasion when he sat on an Old Bailey Jury - using
menus, backs of envelopes and paper table-cloths. Sketching was
instinctive to him, drawing never compulsive but always quietly
considered, a manner of expression which continued until a few days
before his death."
Amusing now, but bitter then, were the arguments between Fitton, the
contributor to the Left Review and Lilliput and the old guard of the Royal
Academy. When BBC television broadcast Fitton's views about the 1955
Summer Exhibition, one R.A. accused him of defending "pseudo" and
"degenerate" art and threatened to resign in protest.
The big clash came when the two opinionated, dogmatic and volatile
characters, Fitton and Sir Alfred Munnings, were nominated for the
presidency of the Academy. Fitton was in fact narrowly beaten twice. But
Munnings launched an ill-tempered attack in the Press, "I heard that that
creature Fitton might be elected. Fitton can't paint and he can't draw."
But fellow R.A., Ruskin Spear, had Fitton's Joy of living perfectly
contained in the rhyme, Random Clangers on the Hangers, about the
Academy selections:
Fitton would hang every work on the roof.
He hates all the Hard-Edge, and everything couth.
Fish shops and whores he would hang on the line,
To hell with the critics, the half-witted swine.

When Fitton was first hung in the, Academy his Margaret and Child
portrait of his wife and daughter was hailed as "like fresh air in a junk
shop." When his fellow-Lancastrian painter L.S. Lowry of the match-stick
men fame, died, Fitton went to the funeral and hurried away grieving, "to
paint the scene, of course."
For himself, he filled in his entry in Who's Who: "Clubs: B.H.B.C." Few
knew it stood for Black Horse Burial Club, into which his father had
enrolled him at birth to ensure that when he died he would not have a
pauper's funeral.
James Fitton was worth much more than that, as his Dulwich Picture
Gallery posthumous exhibition of 1987 showed and his secure place in
the history of British art testifies. Margaret Fitton, his wife, herself an
artist who exhibited with James at the Royal Academy, died in 1988.
They are survived by a son, Timothy, who lives in Battersea and a
daughter, Judith, who still lives in Dulwich.
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Horticultural Visits 1993
Twelve gardens were opened to members of the Dulwich Society, two
of these were at Sundridge, near Sevenoaks, Kent. The summer weather
was variable, especially in the latter part of the season which extends
from April to September. Attendances in gardens in May and June were
from 50-70 but fell in July and August to 20-30. Over 200 personal
invitations were issued in March 1993 and again in May.
May I mention again that there is no charge to visit these gardens. If
members accept the invitations, they should bring the invitation with
them and the relationship is then of host/hostess and guest. At some
gardens, but not all, there is a bowl for voluntary donations for a charity
favoured by the host/hostess. The garden visits are for the mutual
exchange of horticultural and garden ideas and problems, in pleasant
surroundings. The gardens are varied, some large and some small, each
one is different with a great variety of plants, bushes and trees.
Many charities have been helped over the years - among these are
Save the Children Fund, Parkinson's Disease Society, St Christopher's
Hospice, The Abbeyfield Society, The Woodland Trust, The Macmillan
Nurses and others.
An illustrated lecture was given on 11th June 1993 by Mr James
Buttress, Superintendent of Greenwich Park; the subject was 'Greenwich
Park' which was acclaimed by all present (about 50). A plant sale was
also held in aid of 'Bulbs for
Dulwich'.
1994
Garden invitations have now been
sent to members of the Dulwich
Society. These members, not on our
register, who are fond of plants and
gardens, and who wish to be invited,
should please contact one of the
Garden Group Committee who are
listed in the Dulwich Society
Newsletter.
Last year, there were two
resignations from our Committee,
Mrs Ann Calder and Mr Robert
Davis, both long serving members
who will be greatly missed. However
@_)
we have been able to welcome Mr
John Ward as a new member and
we wish him a long and happy
association with us. If any member
feels that they would like to help us

GARDENS PLANNED
PLANTED & RENOVATED

G'

WOMEN GARDENERS
RING NIKI
0717350793
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in our work, will they please contact us. We will always be grateful for
suggestions for new garden openings, particularly those with special or
unusual features, or interesting garden 'architecture' and lay-out.
Many thanks are due to all those who have opened their gardens to
guests, as I know a great deal of work and effort is involved on their part.
The garden openings have brought a great deal of pleasure to many
members, and one has a sense of wonder that there is such a variety of
beautiful and interesting gardens in the Dulwich area.
Finally and most important, I would like to thank all those on the
Garden Group Committee who have worked so hard to make the season
a success.
John Robinson
Chairman, Garden Group Committee

THE FRUITLESS FRUIT TREE
by Tony Welwig

Fruit trees are popular plant components of a typical British Garden,
but when they fail to fruit or produce very little, we are concerned to find
out why, and are eager to remedy the problem.
By far the greatest cause of fruit failure is frost, which can occur late
in the season at true blossom time or when blossom has opened
prematurely during a spell of freak warm weather just before it becomes
cold again. Either way, stigmas and anthers can be killed so terminating
the fertilisation process, and pollen can become sterile even though the
female stigma remains unaffected. The very delicate setting fruit can also
fall victim.
If your garden is situated in a frost pocket such as a low-lying area,
shop around for the hardiest form of fruit tree on the market - ask a
reputable nursery for advice - the hardier the better. It may even mean
ordering one from a specialist grower. If the tree is small enough to
cover, use a muslin sheet to protect it during frosty periods. Larger trees
will have to chance the elements.
Hedges and other trees offer degrees of protection particularly against
the harmful chill of northerly winds, but beware of tall walls that can
cause violent wind tubulence.
The factor of inherent sterility is another cause of fruit failure. Great
variation exists amongst varieties in their ability to set fruit, despite the
fact that all such blossoms contain male and female organs. Some trees
are self-sterile meaning that fruit can only be set from pollen of another
and nearby variety. The old and well known Cox's Orange Pippin apple is
an example, and if planted along will not bear fruit. If however,
Worcester Permain is placed in the vicinity, it will cross-pollinate
successfully as the blossom times coincide with both trees.

With many new varieties on the market, there is ample choice for spacesaving self-fertile trees, and for small ones that successfully cross-pollinate.
Should your tree be old or in its mature years, there is the possibility
that it has been grafted onto the wrong rootstock. Such incompatibility
will invariably result in poor growth which in turn will reflect yield.
Modern research has overcome this by production of compatible
rootstocks for all types of fruit trees.
If you have space, retain your existing fruit tree as a focal point or
wildlife attraction, and plant with new stock. If you are pressed for space
and are not too sentimental, removal and replanting would be the answer.
Excessive wood growth at the expense of fruit buds will produce poor
fruit yields. This leads to a great congestion of foliage bearing branches
that prevents adequate amounts of air and sunshine from reaching the
fruit buds to start them growing.
Prune correctly to produce an open well aerated crown and a correct
balance between wood production and fruiting buds - seek further advice
if you are unsure how to go about this.
Excessive amounts of dead or dying wood are pointers to an unhealthy
tree that will quickly yield less and less fruit. it could be suffering from
disease, or root problems brought on by compacted or waterlogged soil,
or even a minor gas leak. Correct diagnosis followed by prompt treatment
should lead to recovery and reasonable fruit yields, but only if damage is
not too far advanced.
Sometimes, trees have a glut of
fruit one year and none or very little
the next - the latter is their resting
,fj..,
period when they manufacture more
,1ft1·\
food reserves for the next productive
c~r~
Carpentry,
year ahead.
Metalwork
· ~
Lack of pollinating insects after a
~) I and Renovations cold winter, can affect cropping. For
:,,, t, !
small self-fertile trees, hand
pollinate with an artist's sable hair
Custom designed and crafted
brush.
furniture for the kitchen,
bedroom and garden
- at affordable prices.
Other specialisations:
- Doors, windows, shutters
- Locks & security fittings
- Restoration
Designs and
estimates given free
Telephone: 081-650 0742

Frank Delicata
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SIGHTINGS
By Paul Bradbeer
Winter, often a quiet time for birdwatching in Dulwich, was enlivened
this year by several relatively scare and elusive species. The Kingfisher,
mentioned in the last newsletter, continued to pay sporadic visits to
Dulwich Park up to Feb. 28. From a discreet distance, say 30 yards, it
offered proloni;(ed views as it perched on the iron grille over the stream by
the road bridge. Particularly striking were tbe coral red feet, the
contrasting white throat and russet belly, the glittering pale
vermiculations on its darker blue head and the vigour it used to thwack
against its perch the little fishes it had caught.
Kingfishers breed widely in secluded habitats in the London area, a
key requirement being vertical sandy or muddy banks where they can
excavate nest tunnels. Their customary short distance winter dispersal
accounts for the occasional Dulwich visit.
A pair of bramblings, from Scandinavia, were roosting in Dulwich
Woods on January 3. In Dulwich, Bramblings are usually seen as
silhouettes overhead on Autumn migration so the observer was lucky in
watching them at close range. Another Brambling was foraging with
Chaffinches, near relatives, in Dulwich Upper Wood on February 17.
Viewed in indifferent light it appeared dull, virtually indistinguishable
from a hen Chaffinch except for the dark chevrons on its flanks, but
when it flew to the ground it look glorious, revealing an intense orange
glow on its breast and wingbars, and flashing its white rump. During the
past winter Bramblings have been
numerous in the countryside, with
500 plus in one flock on the North
Downs. They remain, however,
uncommon in London.
If Bramblings prefer countryside
to town the reverse applies to
wintering Blackcaps such as the
Rosendale Road
pair frequenting Dulwich Upper
Wood in February. Like most
Complete Montessori
warblers the Blackcap is a summer
only resident and winters around
equipment and method
the Mediterranean. In recent years
an increasing number, thought to
Association Montessori
be from Central Europe, have
wintered in Britain, surviving easily
Internationale
Recognised
in the comparative warmth of cities
where they quickly adapt to bird
Mornings and Afternoons
tables bearing apples, suet, bread
and peanuts, and further adjusting
to hanging mesh dispensers just
Contact Elizabeth Irwin
like Blue Tits! Berries form an
important part of their diet and the 081-761 9560 or 081-673 7930
abundance of ivy and berry bearing
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shrubs may explain their two successive winterings in Dulwich Upper Wood.
The rarest wintering bird was the Firecrest, something of a local
speciality as earlier newsletters imply especially in Sydenham Hill nature
reserve managed by the London Wildlife Trust. As usual, it prompted a
press release - this year published in the Evening Standard of March 4.
Despite the high profile of this bird among regular visitors to the wood
few are able to identify it. Because the name suggests a yellow crown it
might be confused with the Goldcrest, a mu.ch c?mmoner bird.
Diagnostic is the broad white eyestripe givin/:1; 1t a fierce imperious
expression. The Goldcrest lacks this feature ancf has a blander, gentler
expression.
The spring migration has yet to produce rarities but has yielded a
stimulating sequence of common migrants. The first, predictably enough,
was a Chiffchaff flycatching in Dulwich Park on March 12th, the
same date as last year. Over the next two weeks Chiffchaffs returned in
strength to their territories in the woods, followed by an influx of
Blackcaps. Clouds and drizzle overnight brought a fall of at least
seven Willow Warblers on March 30th, accompanied by two Wheaters on
the allotments and another on a Court Lane garden lawn, a curiously
enclosed location for a bird of wild open spaces. Even in cities exhausted
migrants prefer to land on surroundini:i;s of a familiar kind, hence
the importance of the golf course and allotments for heath and
moorland species.
After a promising start migration was slowed by three weeks of cold,
wintry conditions, also deterring
early nesters such as Long Tailed
Tits. Not surprisingly the period's
highlights were lingering wintering
visitors including two Fieldfares at
Pynners Close and a late Brambling
in a tree on the golf course April 19.
A breeding plumage Little Grebe on
Dulwich Park lake April 14,
struggling to swallow a fish, was
also unusual.
A shower on the morning of April
lf/W WE SEU
23
diminished the volume of song
UIMIJ ltEUU
anticipated for the London Wildlife
CIIIC/tEII ltEUU
Trust's dawn chorus meeting at
NJ1lK ltEUU
Sydenham Hill Wood. However, it
brought ample compensation, for me
BEEi ltEUU
at least, in the form of a Tree Pipit
Ul/UIJES
feeding
on allotments after rain.
11/RIJEU
Unlike the Meadow Pipit it is strictly
RIU
a summer resident.
Easily
CIIIJPS 11111) STEAKS
discernable at close quarters the
diagnostic pencil-thin streaking on
PlllS llJTS MIJRE
the flanks, an identification point
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appreciated only recently. Later that morning I heard the characteristic
musical rattle of a Lesser Whitethroat in a hawthorn near Dulwich Park
lake. It soon slipped out of cover, a sleek elegant warbler with an earth
brown back, white underparts and the suspicion of a dark mask across
its face.
Favouring tall hedges Lesser Whitethroats are regular in Dulwich and
breed most years yet when singing stops they become elusive. Much
more obvious are the House Martins which have been arriving from April
21. A steady trickle of Swallows has followed the first day of warm
weather.
Request for records: birds apart there is a dearth of records for all
other orders. Do Hedgehogs still inhabit Dulwich? No, to Judge by the
absence for two years now of records. Do Dulwich Frogs still die with the
red leg disease? Again no answer. Help with reporting and recording
mammals, amphibians and some invertebrates, please. In flora only our
trees are well documented, the last botanical list is 20 years old.
volunteers should phone 081-693-1666.
THE BLACKBIRD
0 Blackbird, what a boy you are"
How you do go to it.
- Thomas Edward Brown, Manx poet (1830-1897).
by

Bdan Benn
Blackbirds have always seemed to me to be fairly well equipped to
sense danger and during most of the breedings season can be relied
upon to spot and loudly warn the entire district of the presence of
marauders such as cats, magpies or Jays. Their vi~ilance can be vitiated
in the early part of the year by the vexing problems of sorting out
territory, vividly demonstrated in early January about 20 feet from my
back door.
Six young males were flying from tree to bush to ground around the
garden in a mildly argumentative mob, each one plainly trying to drive
off the others with a show of mock attack and bad language, and
concentrating hard. Suddenly there was a rush of wings, a loud thump
as a female sparrowhawk killed one of the unwary birds in flight, and
posed glaring around before flying off to a nearby chimneystack for
breakfast.
The raptor gave me a vivid sighting of a very efficient killer in close-up
for the first time. The following day I found another little patch of black
feathers and down very close to the same spot, since when the
blackbirds seem to have sorted out their differences and given my garden
a wide berth.
My rocky identification was finally confirmed by the splendid Wild
Britain programme on TV's Channel 4 on February I, and I could also
confirm four sightings of the sparrowhawk, male and female, for the last
three years.
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GOLF
ANOTHER DULWICH CENTENARY
by ALAN POOLE
On November 25, 1893, four local residents met at Hitherwood,
Sydenham Hill, and drafted a circular to their neighbours headed:
Sydenham Hill Golf Club
"An opportunity has arisen by which the residents of the
above-mentioned district can acquire the use of a ground in the
neighbourhood which has been laid out as a golf course."
That ground was leased from Dulwich College by farmer Albert Cullen
of Wards Farm (later Wood Farm) who was allowing some of the local
residents to play golf in those agricultural pastures without permission
from the Dulwich College Estates Governors.
They were seeking fifty initial male members and much was the
enthusiasm that within eleven days they were duly elected for a
subscription of one guinea (£1 5p). Thirty actually lived on Sydenham
Hill and eight days later fourteen ladies, mainly wives and relatives, were
also proposed and accepted as members of the Sydenham Hill Golf Club.
In January, 1894, the Estates Governors informed the Committee to
"Stop The Golfing" and reprimanded Farmer Cullen telling him to pull
down the shed that was being used as a mal{eshift pavilion.
After a great deal of negotiation with the College a further fifty golfers,
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - mainly masters of the school, were
accepted. [Probably, according to
early records, they had been playing
on a small links in the College
. ..
grounds since 1891] .
Eventually all parties amalgamated and with more ambitious
plans from the College a resolution
was proposed on March 8, 1894,
Good Fresh Food
"That a club be formed consisting of
at wholesome prices
200 members - fifty ladies - to take
over the Sydenham Hill Golf Club to
be called 'The Dulwich Golf Club' or
'The Alleyn Golf Club."'
At a meeting on February 2,
1895, a compromise was reached
and the Dulwich-Sydenham Golf
From 7pm Monday to Saturday
Club was officially born.
BOOK OUR UPSTAIRS ROOM AND
As more land became available,
BAR FOR YOUR PRNATE PARTIES
the club expanded and prospered
127 Dulwich Road, London SE24
and by 1909 the golfers were playing
Tel: 071-733 8701
on a full 18-hole course which is
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virtually the same as that which is played in our Centenary Year.
Even the present clubhouse at the top of Grange Lane is sited in the
same position as the small pavilion which had expanded since 1894 and
was totally destroyed by a flying bomb in 1944. For twenty years the
golfers used Ryecotes - what is now Ryecotes Mead on the South Circular
- as a clubhouse before returning to the original site on top of the
hill in 1966.
As part of the Centenary Year activities the Club decided to publish a
club history and an appeal was included in the Dulwich Society
Newsletter for any information, anecdotes, etc. This lead to an
introduction to the daughter of a club steward in 1936 who provided us
with photographs of the clubhouse and childhood memories of early
morning outings with the greenkeeper's horse, Gwen.
This introduction led to a meeting with the daughter of Charles Scott,
the professional between 1919 and 1952, who provided us with
previously unseen photographs of Henry Cotton and brother Leslie being
taught by her father whilst pupils at Alleyns and playing golf as juniors
at Dulwich.
Charles Scott forecast that Henry Cotton would one day with The
Open and in 1934, 1937 and _1938 his prophecy came true. Henry
became the most influential contributor to golf and his achievements
were finally recognised in 1988 when he was awarded a knighthood.
Shortly afterwards he died at the li-=---============::::.i
age of 80.
Following in his footsteps in the
1960s, Peter Oosterhuis, a pupil at
Dulwich College, became a junior
member of the Dulwich Golf Club
and, taught by Len Rowe under the
Golf Foundation Scheme, lie
became the first schoolboy to
represent his country in the Walker
Les Routiers Casserole Award
Cup match in 1967.
1992/1993
He turned professional and
dominated the European circuit
GREAT VALUE
finishing top of the order of merit for
SET PRICE MENU
four consecutive seasons and
representing Great Britain no fewer
FULL A LA CARTE ALSO AVAILABLE
than 28 times in six consecutive
PRIVATE PARTIES CATERED FOR
Ryder Cup matches between 1971
and 1981.
HERNE HILL
There is now a thriving junior
081 674 6060
section and schoolboys from
Alleyn's and Dulwich and girls from 272 ROSENDALE ROAD, HERNE HILL, SE24
(OPPOSITE BROCKWELL PARK)
JAGS are given every encourage-
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ment by professional David Baillie to continue the tradition.
The Club's Centenary celebrations began in December, 1993, when
members enjoyed a banquet in the magnificent splendour of the Great
Hall in Dulwich College, entertained by speeches from President Bill
Cooper, Captain Jim Calvo, Harry Carpenter OBE and guest speake~
Sandy Jones, the Executive Director of the Professional Golfers
Association. The raffle prize was one year's full membership at the 1893
price of one guinea.
During the course of the year there will be a Charity Day on July 24
consisting of a team of celebrities who will provide their services free to
raise money for S.P.A.R.K.S. (Sport Aiding Research into Crippling
Diseases).
Matches will be played against other clubs celebrating their
centenaries, Purley, Chislehurst and Puttenham. With a full schedule of
club competitions, invitation days and social events it looks like a busy
year ahead.
The club history book, Dulwich-Sydenham Hill: The Centenary OJ A
Golf Club, 1894-1994 by Tom Brennand is available from the secretary or
the professional's shop along with many other items of centenary
memorabilia.
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JAGS AND THE SOCIETY
It was matter of regret that when I came to the school JAGS had a

reputation for being a little aloof from Dulwich matters. I have therefore
been extremely pleased that recently we have been the venue
occasionally for the Dulwich Players and regularly for the Dulwich
Decorative and Fine Arts Society. We were also very grateful for your
support for the concert at Christmas which further cemented our ties.
You may have felt that we have not supported the Dulwich Society's
20 mile an hour limit and bicycle route campaign as much as you would
have liked but the problem is that we have already tried for a crossing in
East Dulwich Grove and have put in an application for the rephasing of
the North Dulwich traffic lights to provide a pedestrian crossing (the fact
that it is in Southwark's programme is due to us) and have supported
Southwark in its application for traffic lights at the Calton
Avenue/Townley Road/East Dulwich Grove junction. We know that there
is little more we can do as far as East Dulwich Grove is concerned
because it is regarded as a trunk route. Any apparent apathy on our part
if merely the result of having already done much campaigning over the
years.
On a personal level I have always respected the work that The Dulwich
Society - and the other amenity societies - have done for Dulwich not
least in combating the baronial bureaucracy of those who are supposed
to act on our behalf. I am keeping Ash Cottage which in itself, I think,
shows my commitment to Dulwich and I look forward to spending at
least a substantial part of my eventual retirement there.
May I end by wishing the Dulwich Society every success in its work in
the future. I assure you I shall keep in touch and know all that is going
on in the Trollopian village of Dulwichl
Mrs Bridget Davies, M.A.,
Head Mistress James Allen's Girl's School
East Dulwich Grove, London SE22 BTE.
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107a Clive Road, West Dulwich, SE21 SDB
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Evenings: 081-693 5665
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St. Barnabas· Dulwich U.S.A.
I was surprised that when the Dulwi.ch Society seems to approve of the
new design for the church, that you should print two articles against it to
one for it. This does not seem a fair balance.
I was even more surprised that one of them should be anonymous.
Why by 'a layman'? Why does not the author sign his/her name? Are
they ashamed of their views? Do they have an interest which makes it
wiser for them to hide their identity? Why did the Dulwich Society allow
this anonymity? It does not reflect well on your journal.
I am, as you may guess, a supporter of the new design, however I am
unwilling to argue with an anonymity; could have written this
anonymously, just 'another layman', however I am
A.C.L. Hall
4 7 Burbage Road
SE24 9HB
Dulwich Society Newsletter Summer 1994.

The Newsletter was being democratic. What astonished us was that so
Jew spoke out infavour of the plans and so many against. Our contributor
who was anonymous out of modesty offers to discuss or debate with
anyone the merits qf the design if they contact me. - Editor.
Hell's Gardeners
Tony Welwig's article on tree stumps was most welcome but anyone
burning them after treatment with Sodium Chlorate may suffer from
inflammation in more senses than one. Like, maybe, getting burnt to
death! The stuff, when dry, is a powerful oxidising agent. Organic matter
(cellulose - wood, dried plants, paper, cloth} when permeated with it is
like flash-powder. In the wet state it is safe to handle and normally, even
when solutions of it are allowed to evaporate, it retains sufficient damp
not to seem hazardous. But dried out on a fire it is likely suddenly to
burst into violent flame or minor explosion. The overall chemical
equations are Chlorate + Heat = Oxygen
Oxygen + Wood + Heat = Whoops! Omigawd! Let'sgetoutahere! Aaargh!
Grass, killed by Chlorate and allowed to dry in a hot sun, can also be
a hazard. I once inadvertently created such a patch. It was ignited by a
spark drifting over from a bonfire and the resulting inferno was
frightening indeed. (Chlorate-impregnated matter can even be ignited by
friction - e.g. walking on it).
Anything treated with Chlorate should be washed and washed and
washed to get rid of the excess before it is disposed of. Chlorate + organic
matter is a potential firework (It has been used for rocket fuel).
Peter Rowland M.Sc., PH.D., C.Chem, F.R.S.C.
76 Ruskin Walk, Dulwich, SE24 9LZ

We are informed that Sodium Chlorate is now being sold under
proprietary brand names for the burning of tree stumps. They should be
accompanied by safety warnings. Anyone who uses such products and is
in doubt should contact the manujacturers. - Editor.

