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DULWICH SOCIETY EVENTS 
1994 
Friday, October 7. Trees Talk. St. Faiths Centre 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 2. Local History Group Lecture by Dolly Walker 
Wright on Christopher Marlowe and Edward Alleyn. Old Library, Dulwich 
College. Admission including glass of wine £1 men1bers, £2 non-members. 

Friday, December 9. Dulwich Society Christmas social. St. Faith's Centre. 7.30 p.m. 

1995 
Wednesday, May 5. Mr Peter Springall, chairman, Broniley Apiary Club, and 
supervisior, National Honey Show. Lecture. St Faith's Centre, 8 p.m. 

Sunday, July 16. Tea Party with guided tree walks in Dulwich Picture Gallery 
garden. 3-5 p.m. 

OTHER EVENTS 
1994 
Saturday, September 24 to October 2. Dulwich Festival. Please see separate 
article in this issue and handbills for details. 

Saturday and Sunday, October 22 and 23. Book Fair, Dulwich College. 
10 a.m. - 5 p.n1. both days 

ALLEYN'S COLLEGE OF GOD'S GIFT 
375th Anniversary Year 

October 7 Friday 7.30 p.m. 

Novern.ber 13 Sunday 10.45 p.m. 

November 16,17,19 7.30 p.m. 
Novern.ber 23-February 26 1995 

1995 
January 27 Friday 
prior to 

February (details later) 

2 

6.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 

Special Concert "375 Salutes 75' 
Alleyn's Great Hall* 
Remembrance Service Foundation Chapel 
Preacher: The Ve1y Revd Dr Wesley Carr, OA 
The Tell Tale in Alleyn's Great Hall* 
Edward Alleyn The Collector 
Dulwich Picture Gallery 

Reception in Dulwich Picture Gallery 
The History of the Foundation 
Foundation Chapel Jan Piggott, 
Brian Green and Arthur Chandler* 
The Elizabethan/Jacobean Stage Readings 
by Actors who were pupils 

March 10 Friday 
March 14 Tuesday 

April 30 Sunday 

May 14 Sunday 

May 20 Saturday 

June 20 Tuesday 

June 25 Sunday 

7.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.n1. 

3.00 p.m. 

3.00 p.m. 

2.00 pm 

9.30 a.m. 

Foundation Quiz Night (details later) 
Anniversary Concert 
St John's, Smith Square by the Combined 
Strings of the three Schools* 
Alleyn's Bankside a conducted tour 
by Arthur Chandler* 
Alleyn's Dulwich a conducted tour 
by Brian Green* 
Pageant of the Foundation 
Alleyn's Schools Grounds 
by the Con1bined Junior Schools* 
Visitation by 
The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury 
to the three schools of the Foundation. 

11.00 a.n1. Commemoration Service 
Foundation Chapel 
Preacher: The Revd Elizabeth George, JAOG 

*Tickets to be purchased for these events 
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CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE 
AND 

Enw ARD ALLEYN 
BY A. D. WRAIGHT 

The premiere of TAMBURLAINE THE GREAT in 1587 was the birth of 
Shakespearean drama. Wi~ this play CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE AGED 23, 
and GIFTED ACTOR, EDWARD ALLEYN AGED 21, TOGETHER rocketed to 
fame as the theatrical partnership that dominated the London stage for the six years 
of Marlowe's pre-eminence. 

This is the first biographical study of EDWARD ALLEYN's outstanding 
theatrical career, from which he retired at the early age of 40 to devote his time, 
his heart and his fo1tune to the foundation of his College of God's Gift, now 
DULWICH COLLEGE which this year celebrates the 375th anniversary of its 
f01mdation by EDWARD ALLEYN. 

A scholarly and fascinating book packed with new evidence. Indispensable 
rea1ling for all students of Elizabethan drama .. 

AD.AM HART (Publishers) Ltd., LONDON 
ISBN 1 897763 00 X Price £20 
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A MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
Whenever there is a local developn1ent, son1e proposal is mooted or some 

decision is made by authority which you think will adversely affect you or your 
neighbours the society will investigate your concern and advise how you may 
obtain satisfaction. 

With more than a thousand men1bers, the Society is a powerful voice in 
negotiating with the Estates Governors, local councils or any other authority. 
But that is not enough. 

The Estates Governors wish to abandon their role, How they will be 
replaced is of concern to us all. That is why the Society is conducting a 
men1bership drive to strengthen the voice of residents, whether they are 
freeholders, or leaseholders. 

If you are already a member please don't be put out if you receive one of our 
leaflets inviting you to join. It is inevitable in any drive that there will be 
duplication. 

Please pass the leaflet on to a neighbour or friend who is not a member. 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 
Sydenham Hill Wood and Dulwich Woods and adjacent green sites, are the 

modern remains of what was known as the Great North Wood hence the origin 
of Norwood. Though smaller than the original area they remain a wonderful 
oasis of green peacefulness and quiet, a haunt of birds and wildlife which enrich 
our Lives. and only four to five miles from Charing Cross. 

Not surprisingly there have been proposals to "develop" part of this 
woodland by blocks of flats which have been stoutly opposed by local amenity 
societies and, in particular, by the Dulwich Society. 

Our main concern here is to preserve and extend the present conservation 
areas of the Borough of Southwark to enable us to have a greater say in how the 
area is managed. 

We subscribe to the concept of a Dulwich Conservation Trust and have the 
support of English Heritage in this initiative. We need more and more 
uncotrunitted but, we hope, not disinterested residents to join us and translate 
our hopes into reality. 

Please join us now. A n1embership form is included in the following pages. 

Reg Collins, Chair111a11 D11l1vich Society. 
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Personal 

Ian Mclnnes has becon1e chairman of the Planning Subcomn1ittee in place 
of Tony Golds. Tony will remain a member of the sub-committee. 

**** 
Some n1embers drew attention to the rather brief and typically modest note 

in the sumn1er issue about Robin Taylor giving up the secretaryship of the 
Society after ten years. Fortunately, she has not left the Society but has taken up 
the task of n1embership secretary in succession to Seymour Robinson. 

**** 
Mary Boast, who is a member of the Society's Local History Group, is to 

be honoured by Southwark Council with the freedom of the borough in 
recognition of her 30 years service as a librarian. 

Shaking up the votes 
Dulwich as a constituency which returns its own Member of Parliament to 

Westminster is to disappear despite some 600 group and individual protests. After 
a two-day public inquiry conducted by Colin Reece Q.C., the Parlian1entary 
Boundary Commission has recomn1ended that Southwark's three constituencies 
be reduced to two. 

Some 30,000 voters in the Gipsy Hill, Herne Hill. Thurlow Park and 
Knight's Hill wards of Lambeth will in future vote in the new constituency of 
Dulwich and West Norwood. 

The handmade jewellery specialists (Member of National Association of Goldsmiths) 

Dulwich Jewellers Ltd 

Fine secondhand & Victorian jewellery bought and sold. 

We also require for clients - Quality clocks, watches, silver, paintings and various objects d'art. 
Valuations for insurance and probate. A genuine fair price will be offered for the above. 

Large range of unusual jewellery, rings, pendants, earrings and bracelets set in gemstones. 

Extensive stock of watches, clocks, glass and bronzes 

34 Lordship Lane SE22 8HJ 081-693 4059 
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Another 20,000 voters who at present vote in Dulwich will be transferred to 
a revised Peckham division to be known as the Camberwell and Peckham 
constituency. 

Rail danger and death 
It has taken the death of a twelve-year-old girl, Christine Wallace, to alert the 

authorities to the accessibility of children to railway lines. She accidentally 
touched a 750 volt line while retrieving a ball from between the tracks at East 
Dulwich. Network SouthCentral are launching a safety improvement campaign 
and with Southwark Council a publicity campaign to keep children off the 
tracks. And this comes after attention was drawn by the Society to the practice of 
schoolchildren, playing "last across" the electric line at North Dulwich station -
and even "surfing," the deathly habit of riding on the outside of trains through 
tunnels! And during school hours at that. 

Cycle of delay 
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The delay in creating new cycle routes in Dulwich is being blamed on low 
priority being given to the plans by 
both Southwark and Lambeth 

Telephone: 081-693 6000 

6 W oodwarde Road 
Dulwich SE22 SUJ 

SURGERY HOURS 
From March 199.3 

8 am-5 pm Monday-Friday 
9am-8pm Thursday 
9 am-4 pm Saturday 

House calls are available on request 

council is. Nor is there any news of 
the 20 m. p. h. limit on certain 
roads. 

Curbing kerb parking 
Positive news. however, is that 

the authorities are tightening up on 
illegal anti-social parking on kerbs 
by local car users. Drivers using 
Turney Road and Gallery Road 
complain that they have been fined 
as nrnch as £60 for such offences. 

Some have been caught parking 
not only on the concrete sleeping 
policemen but actually opposite 
traffic islands reducing the width of 
the road available to traffic to a 
dangerous level. 

Youth Project 

The Dulwich Society, ever mindful of the need to take young people off the 
streets during the summer holidays, is supporting the Southwark Youth Project. 

Under the honorary presidency of John Sn1ith, QPM, Deputy 
Comn1issioner, Metropolitan Police, provides youngsters with opportunities to 
participate in sports and arts activities normally beyond their reach. Camping, 
music, drama, sailing, sub aqua, photography, orienteering, motor cycling, dry 
slope skiing, art courses, canoeing, Go-karting, football coaching and much 
more. Initially instigated by the local police, the number of young people that 
took part in 1993 rose from 420 the previous year to 750. The programme was 
managed by over 70 volunteers from the conmmnity and 12 police officers. 

We are convinced that the Southwark Youth Project has nude a positive 
contribution to the reduction and containn1ent of crime in our area, but 
moreover, represents an investn1ent for the future in the youth of the borough. 

The cost of the 1993 project was in excess of £30,000 which was raised from 
voluntary donations both locally and nationally. In 1994 their programn1e will 
again expand and cater for both Easter and summer holidays. They are also 

planning to open new youth clubs 
and to expand existing ones. 
Their target fund for 1994 is 
£50,000 and we need your help 
to reach this. In 1993 they asked 
each young person (who could 
afford it) to contribute £10 
enrolment fee which covered the 
whole programme. 

Any an10unt that you could 
donate would be very welcome, 
and if you could sponsor one 
young person your donation 
would be £10. Please give 
generously to the Southwark Yo11t/z 
Project, Belinda lvlorgan, Project Co­
ord i 11a tor, 122 lvlanaton Close, 
Heaton Road, Peckha111 SE15 3PP. 
Telephone 071- 732 4462. 

THEDULWICH 
MONTESSORI 

NURSERY SCHOOL 
Rosendale Road 

Complete Montessori 
equipment and method 

Association Montessori 
Internationale Recognised 

Mornings and Afternoons 

Contact Elizabeth Irwin 
081-761 9560 or 081-673 7930 
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Whither the wheather vane? 
There are many tall stories about famous buildings but few can beat the yarn 

about the modern toll-gate at Dulwich. 

When it was designed by Don Adie. a member of the Society's planning sub­
conunittee, the gate kiosk was to be surmounted by a magnificent weather-vane 
in wrought iron to turn its head to the wind. 

The metal work was executed to a high standard by pupils of Dulwich 
College. Southwark Council as the planning authority for the borough approved 
it as did the Estates Governors of Alleyn's College of God's Gift. 

But the weather-cock cannot be erected because someone in the office of 
the Estates Governors' office has decided that it is far too valuable and might be 
stolen! 

Suggestions for the future of this symbol of mutability or fickleness would no 
doubt be welcome. 

Where there's a will ... 
Mr John Perry, retired solicitor, of College Road, Dulwich, who died earlier 

this year, has left a mystery. He has bequeathed his £2 million estate, including 
his house and financial holdings, to the Zoological Society of London which 
runs the London Zoo at Regent's Park. 

Friends, neighbours and the Zoo are mystified by the bequest for there is no 
record of him having any particular interest in animals, his spare time being 
devoted to model railway collecting. 

The Way Ahead 
A Dulwich Society working party is examining the need for a new body to 

co-ordinate management of conservation in Dulwich. Since the Charitable Trust 
of Alleyn's College of God's Gift is being reorganised, it can no longer be 
assumed that the Estates Governors will retain a role to preserve the amenity of 
the Estate. 
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English Heritage, at a meeting with members of the Dulwich Society on the 
23rd June, expressed its clear wish that a Scheme of Management should be 
retained for Dulwich, particularly to preserve amenity in the conservation areas. 
This has been confirmed in a letter dated 20th July, copied to the Chairman of 
the Estates Governors and to the Director of Planning at Southwark Council. 

English Heritage also wishes to discuss conservation area boundaries with 
Southwark Council, and has welcon1ed the Dulwich Society's views on desirable 
changes. 

The Dulwich society has requested a meeting with Jeremy Fraser, Leader of 
Southwark Council, to discuss closer liaison on conservation matters. This 
request has the support of Tessa Jowell, M.P., and the n1eeting, to include Jeremy 
Fraser and the Chair and Vice-chair of the Environment and Comnrnnity 
Services Committee, will take place probably in mid-September. 

The Society's initiative has been discussed with the chairman and the director 
of Dulwich Picture Gallery, who approve of the conservation objective and of 
the prospect of closer co-operation with Southwark Council for this purpose. 
The support of the schools, which are also beneficiaries of the Charity in 
Dulwich, is also being canvassed. At 
a suitable point the new proposals 
will be discussed with the Estates 
Governors. 

The DVPS agrees with this 
approach. It is hoped that the DRA 
will also support the Dulwich 
Society's proposals, so that they can 
be presented to residents for their 
approval within the framework of 
theJCR. 

Structure and procedures 
suitable for such a residents' 
conservation body are being 
discussed with officers of 
comparable bodies in London. 

W.P Higman, Vice Chairman, 
D11lwicl1 Society 

Carole Reynolds has recently 
moved to 33 Dulwich Village 

Exclusive 18+ fashion/or 
the discerning lady 

Maximus 33 Dulwich Village 
Tel: 081 299 6761 
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A. TAYLOR QOCK) MILNE 
1906 - 1994 

Alexander Taylor Milne, scholar and historian, who was of exceptional help 
to the Duh""ich Society, particularly in matters of local history, died on May 9. 
He contributed to the Ca111bridge History Of The British E111pire, Encyclopedia 
Britannica and other learned journals. He will however, perhaps be best 
remembered as the quintessential English gentleman. 

He was chairman of the Dulwich Forum for 25 years, chairman of Dulwich 
Cricket and Croquet Club and a member of the Sydenham and Dulwich Golf 
Club. Even on his last day, he played croquet (and won), attended to the spinach 
in his beloved garden and attended the Dulwich (1711) Club. 

At his funeral at Christ's chapel of Alleyn's college of God's Gift on May 18, 
this characteristic was put in a moving tribute by Michael Barratt, the television 
presenter and consultant in which he said: 

"We are here today to mourn, to grieve for but also to celebrate the Life of 
Alexander Taylor Milne, better known as Jock and even better perhaps - to the 
closer family - as 'Joyce 'n' Jock, an extraordinary unit. The great happiness and 
success of the marriage was .just one of the many paradoxes about the man. 
After all, both Joyce and Jock were in their fifties when they married, both Long 
since set in their ways and, according to accepted psychological wisdom, quite 
unsuitable for the selflessness that marriage demanded. Not only that, he had to 
1Ttove in with his mother-in-law. 

"Another paradox was the fact that this Scotsman was an archetypal 
Englishman. Though born of Scottish parents and spending nearly all his 
childhood holidays in Morayshire. he spent his school days in Finchley and the 
rest of his civilian Life in London, and especially Dulwich. He was a pillar of the 
Local establishment - golf club, literary society and the rest of typical English 
activities. For sport, other than golf, he played not curling but croquet. 

"Another aspect to his Englishness was quoted from a letter to Joyce from a 
Finnish teacher friend who regaled her pupils with stories of Jock's qualities as 
the best kind of Englishman. 
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And consider his wartime activities. This very gentleman showed astonishing 
physical courage as he served as a gunner in the n10st dangerous sector of war 
on ships in convoy across the North Atlantic. 

"When he can1e to us for Christmas, an ancient Volvo would be seen making 
sedate progress up the drive, so sedate that you half expected a marl with a red flag 
to be walking in front. When the car stopped, out would step Joyce 'n' Jock man, 
he in his multi-coloured raincoat. trilby hat and leather gloves and, surprisingly, no 
goggles. In the house, he would disrobe, taking out of his raincoat The Ti111es - for 
the crossword, of course. Later he would sit by the fire, with a glass of Scotch at his 
elbow and the crossword on his knee. Almost the Last words before his death spoken 
to Joyce were, "14 Across - sauce for cooking - nine Letters beginning with 'M"' 

"Then, sparked perhaps by another crossword clue he would embark on a 
story from his historical research. The details would be so precise, the description 
of the atmosphere and environn1ent of the tin1e so compelling, that he truly 
seemed to n1erge Past with Present. The psychologist J. W Dunne, argued in his 
book Nothing Dies time is three-dimensional, past, present and future are one. As 
for the future, Jock knew that we all would all still talk of going to Dulwich to 
visit 'at Joyce 'n' Jock's house.' Because nothing died." 

Independent Estate Agents 

We combine Local Knowlege 
With 

National Strength 

93 Rosendale Road, Dulwich, SE21 BEZ 
Telephone - 081 761 0900 
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SUMMER SIGHTINGS 

Paul Bradbeer 

Although the spring migration ended earlier than usual, at the beginning of 
May, without adding any new species to the Dulwich list, there has nevertheless 
been an excellent series of sightings over the last three months. Arguably the 
highlight, in terms of beauty and of local rarity, was a stunning male Yellow 
Wagtail strutting about the golf course on April 27th. A handful of Yellow 
Wagtails is noted annually on autumn migration over Dulwich but this was the 
first seen on the ground. Due to lack of suitable habitat rough pasture and arable 
and sensitivity to human disturbance a stopover here is rare. 

This bird was probably forced down by an early shower, like the Tree Pipit 
on the allotments four days previously. More frequent locally is the Grey Wagtail, 
popularly associated with stony upland streams, which over the past forty years 
has extended its range into southeast England and nOvV breeds right across 
London, mainly along the river valleys. 
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Tony Sandles 
Stained Glass 

Design 

081 771 6845 
Corner of 

Haynes Lane & 
Westow Street 

Upper Norwood 
SE19 

Stained Glass 
Individually 

Designed and 
Made to Order 

to Suit all 
Styles of 

Houses, Both 
Traditional & 

Modern 

In early April a pair 
appeared by Dulwich 
Park Lake making 
frequent flycatching 
sallies from the wooden 
booms trailing their 
outlandishly long tails. 
Due to their bright 
yellow underparts they 
may be mistaken for 
Yellow Wagtails from. 
which they differ in 
having a slate grey back 
and head and black 
wings with a 

conspicuous white wing-bar. In summer plumage the male has a neat black 
diamond shaped throat patch edged with white. 

The pair ren1ained over a month, raising hopes of nesting. Very secretive 
when nesting their disappearance during May was no surprise and on June 25th 
an anxious medley of high pitched "chizzick" notes enanating from. the grounds 
of Dulwich College denoted a family party. After initial confusion in locating 
them. A pair were found and most satisfactory, on the gravel, a recently fledged 
juvenile, short tailed, downy and motionless. This is the second year in 
succession that Grey Wagtails have bred. pied Wagtails on the other hand are 
strangely elusive; records please. 

Another familiar waterside bird, the Heron, has been scarce over the past few 
months, except for an interesting report of one catching frogs by a garden pond 
in Frank Dixon Way. Adults are busy at heronries during spring and early 
summer but there is always the juveniles which are darker and duller particularly 
on the front of the neck. Crows perhaps are the main deterrents. 

RELAXATION 
TECHNIQUES 

JANINE DE LANEYnECIP17 
REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPIST 

HOLISTIC THERAPY 
AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS RELIEF 

FOR INFORMATION OR ADVICE 

REAlEDIAL 
TREATMENT 

Tel :- 081 - 699 - 2440 
69 SUNDERLAND ROAD FOREST HILL LONDON SE23 2PS 
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A Dulwich Park worker reported recently that in their nestling season crows 
relentlessly torment any Herons landing by the lake, driving them_ off within 
minutes. Since the Heron's diet encompasses eggs, nestlings and even fully grown 
waterfowl this behaviour is perfectly understandable as part of the crow's survival 
strategy, much as they delight in teasing predatory birds at less critical times. No 
doubt Herons will return in the autumn when the crows having raised their 
young to independence, w,ill have less motivation to contest their presence. 

Apart from regular Herons Dulwich Park lake attracts more fleeting visitors 
such as the Common Sandpiper on April 30th. A penetrating sequence of 
"pee-pee-pee" notes betrayed it skimming low over the water with strange 
flickering wingbeats alternating with glides on stiff, downcurved wings. Having 
alighted on a wooden boom it paced briskly to and fro characteristically rocking 
its rear, frequently halting to pick flies off the water. 

It is one of the easiest waders to identify with a distinctive crouched posture, 
an attenuated rear accentuated by a long tail, comparatively short legs and a 
straight medium length bill. At close range the contrast between snow white 
belly and chocolate brown upperparts and the meticulous black stippling on the 
back; a feature of summer plumage, much appreciated by the observer. Most 
waders are shy but this bird remained two days despite crowds and noise at the 
bank holiday. Also on 30th April several other interesting morning migrants 
paused to feed, including Sedge Warbler in a hedge bordering Pynners Close 
playing field, a fine male Wheatear on the Golf Course and a pair of Whinchats 
on the allotments. None lingered long nor was so remarkable a day to recur for 
the rest of spring. 

After a month of no surprises a pair of Shelducks and 14 newly hatched 
young were at Dulwich Park lake on May 30th, probably escapees from a 
wildfowl collection as their lack of shyness suggests they are of captive origin. 
No local habitat is suitable for wild pairs but at a guess this pair nested under the 
dense hedge adjoining the Golf Course before marching their brood across the 
South Circular. In the wild nesting commonly occurs some distance from water. 
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Two well grown young survive. Early in June Britain's n10st graceful bird of 
prey, the Hobby, was reported twice, (a male and then a female) over Burbage 
Road and at least once over Dulwich woods when the apparition of a pair was 
preceded by a sudden exodus of Swifts. Feeding principally on small birds and 
large flying insects such as dragonflies Hobbies are summer residents, wintering 
in Africa, with the British beading population having risen above 500 pairs. 
Now firmly established in outer suburban London it is likely that this pair breeds 
in Bromley or Croydon. The cessation of reports in the second week of June 
coincides with the onset of their incubation period when they become nrnre 
elusive. A Court Lane sighting in mid July corresponds with the period of 
hatching when they resume foraging far and wide. Roughly Kestrel size they 
have a different flight silhouette with longer scythe-like wings and a shorter tail, 
suggestive of an outsized Swift. The plumage resembles that of a juvenile 
Peregrine with dark unmarked upperparts and heavily streaked underparts, a 
blackish n1oustachial stripe framing gleaming white cheeks which are diagnostic 
at quite a distance. Unlike Kestrels they rarely hover and when chasing birds 
their speed and manoeuvrability are breathtaking. Given the decline of so n1any 
sun1mer residents in face of n-ian 
made pressures it is encouraging that 
we can expect more sightings of this 
dashing charismatic falcon. It may 
yet nest in Dulwich. 

And other creatures 

The Hedgehog reference in the 
previous Newsletter was followed by 
a deafening silence indicating its 
Dulwich demise. Frogs prosper. A 
reasonable year so far for butterflies, 
moths and dragonflies but one 
member reports a drop in numbers 

· .of Stag Beetles. Unless July has 
already cooked them below ground, 
fungi may appear throughout our 
area; some should be delicious. 

THE BEST OF BRITISH 
Art, Crafts & Gifts 

C ollectable. tasteful, artistic, e/egmll, . 

intriguing, clev~r, one-off, l.'/as_s,c, / 

rather strange, timeless. prec:<'~, 

Splendid, obscure, Traditional, ll'i/ly, bo~ 

s1.·111111/at111g, delicate. rare, ./ 

sometimes a bit GJJ., Often Slmp// 

Fine, dHora111·e and r:,/ · 4. '~ 
Ceramics. r. 1~_ , • .r • 

1 
V ~ 

somer' 0:0' 
.:•, ~\_~ IJ:"" 

At -o1.~ The Shop & Gallery 
b.,. ~ in Herne Hill at 
J:-,, 27b Half Moon Lane 

Tel: 071 737 7747 

Open: Tues - Sat: 10.30 => 7 pm (Sats 6 pm) 
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TREE CARE - THE DO'S AND DON'TS 
Tony Welwig 

Your garden trees need care and attention if they are to provide maxinrnn1 
enjoyment and cause the least of problems. To reap the benefits, be continually 
observant and follow these simple rules:-

1. With the exception oCWalnut, Birch and Maple, always prune your trees in 
early spring when the sap begins to rise and the healing processes are at their best. 

Prune Walnut when in full leaf, Birch and Maple between June and January 
at other tin1es and these trees will bleed profusely. 

Never drastically prune or pollard n1ature Beech and Birch, or any old and 
ailing trees - the shock could stunt growth or even kill. Never carry out such 
pruning on other trees during sun1mer when the foliage is actively 
manufacturing food - a significant loss of foliage will result in lack of food 
reserves for the next season, so stunting growth markedly. 

Never prune back flush to another branch or limb, or flush with the trunk. 
Leave about a half inch long stub as this will retain the branch collar, a visible 
swelling inside which are the special cells responsible for a speedy healing 

of the wound. 
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2. Never site fires near or under 
trees - hot ground kills surface roots 
and heat can scorch bark, resulting 
in peeling - excellent conditions for 
disease to take a hold. 

3. Site compost heaps away 
frotn trees - leaching humic acid 
will damage bark and roots. 

4. Always check the ties on 
staked trees, on a regular basis they 
musn't be too tight to restrict 
growth and deform the stem, or too 
loose such that the stem base sways 
in winds so causing poor root 
consolidation and fracture. 

(co11tinued 011 page 21) 

Why not drop in for some Christmas reading? 

1d Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village, 
London SE21 7DE 

Telephone: 081-693 2808 

EAGLE CARS (C.P.) LTD 

Eagle Cars · 122a Church Road · Upper Norwood 
London SE19 2UG 

We're at the Queens 
We're here to stay 
So why not contact us one day 
Our cars are clean, our rates are fair 
Our drivers take you anywhere 
For two or more is cheaper by car 
Especially if you wish to go far 
But local or distance, there'll be no fuss 
So book up now and telephone us 

Telephone: 081 653 6000 (24 hours) 
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South LAwn North lAwn 

Maple Black Gum Magnolia Box Magnolia 
Acer. These trees were Nyssa sylvatica. Another Magnolia soulangiana. Small Buxus sempervirens. A small Magnolia grandiflora. An In the garden on 

clipped in the past. They newly planted tree native tree with big white flowers evergreen often used for evergreen tree usually grown the other side of 

belong to the same family as to America. Leaves turn a stained with pink in the spring. edging and its timber for against a wall. Large leaves and the Gallery by 

sycamores. The leaves are brilliant orange and red in engraving. enormous white flowers in Gallen; Road there 

pale green in spring turning autumn. Wellingtonia summer. are four trees, 

to red in autumn. Sequoia gigantea. A fine Walnut all beeches. 

Persian Ironwood evergreen conifer from Jug/ans. These are planted Judas Tree 
TwoDawyck Black Mulberry Parrotia persica. This tree California. Planted in 1972. for their nuts and timber. Cercis siliquastrum. So called 
Beeches Morns nigra. This old tree, has been clipped in the past because of a tradition that 
Fagus sylvatica 

of which there are two in the so that it resembles a bush. Paper Bark Maple Cedar of Lebanon Judas hung himself from one. 
'Dawyck'. First 

garden, has a delicious fruit Leaves turn red in autumn. Acer grise111n. So called because Cedrus libani. Another Has pretty pinky-mauve flowers 
grown in Dawyck 

similar to a loganberry. of its orange peeling bark. conifer that will grow into in spring before the leaves 
in Scotland. Conical 

The leaves are the food Holm Oak a huge spreading tree. come out. 
shape and multiple 

of silkworms. Quercus ilex. These oaks Cherry Tree Red Oak Dawn Redwood trunks. 

Hawthorn 
are evergreen, unlike most Prnnus. The tree in the corner Quercus rubra. This large oak Metasequoia glyptostroboides. 
other oaks in England. is one of the many ornamental One Common 

Cataegus. Very common in has more pointed leaves than A deciduous conifer from Beech 
the English countryside. Used cherries with pink or white the Common Oak and turns China. An ancient tree which Fagus sylvatica. 
in hedges. White blossom in Kentucky Coffee Tree blossom in the spring. 

a marvellous red in autumn. was thought to be extinct until Smooth bark typical 
May, sometimes red. Gymnocladus dioica. recently. Pale green leaves. of all beech trees. A handsome tree of the Fulham Oak Swamp Cypress Similar to the Swamp Cypress. 
Copper Beech pea family. Leaves consist Quercus x hispanica Taxodium distic/111111. This One Copper Beech 
Fagus sylvatica 'purpurea'. of many leaflets. Looks very 'Fulhamensis'. magnificent tree, 80 feet tall, Maidenhair Tree Fagus sylvatica 
Leaves gradually darken bare and black in winter. A semi-evergreen oak with ·~ is a deciduous conifer native Ginkgo biloba. Another ancient 'purpurea'. There is 
from a pinky brown. hanging branches. to America. tree from China regarded as another one in the 

Tulip Tree 

~ 
sacred by Buddhists. Note the main garden. 

English Oak Liriodendron tulipifera Blue Atlas Cedar <£?<£?<£? unusual shaped leaves. 
Quercus robur. This little tree Wonderful large yellow- Cedrus atlanica glauca. An 
is the pedunculate oak with orange flowers in summer. evergreen conifer which will Sponsored by London Plane 
long stalks to the acorns. A Unusual shaped leaves grow into a large spreading The Dulwich Society Platianus x hispanica. Common in O..·~ignl,J by Derrick McRobt>rl 

long-lived, slow-growing tree turn butter-yellow in tree. Native to the Atlas 
<£?<£?<£? 

London streets, the peeling bark <£?<£?<£? famous for its timber. autumn. Mountains in North Africa. helps the tree to tolerate pollution. 
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Cen111ne French J?es!a11ranf 
Les Routiers Casserole Award 

1992/1993 

GREAT VALUE 

SET PRICE MENU 

FULL A LA CARTE ALSO AV AIIABLE 
PRIVATE PARTIES CATERED FOR 

HERNE HILL 
0816746060 

272 ROSENDALE ROAD, HERNE HILL, SE24 
(OPPOSITE BROCKWEll PARK) 
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CLASSIC 
INTERIORS 
INTERNATIONAL 

PRIV. RESIDENCES. 

RESTAURANTS,CLUBS 

HOTELS, OFFICES 

& GARDEN DESIGNS 

9 DALMORE ROAD 

DULWICH SE2 l 8HD 

Telephone & Fax 0816703039 

VI 
WOODEN 

FLOORING 
A Small Company 
Specializing In The 

Renovation Of Floors 
Of Almost Any Age 

Or Condition 

SANDING & SEALING 
SPECIALIST FINISHES 

Telephone: (071) 639 1051 
FOR FREE QUOTE 

• The complete plumbing 
& heating service 

Ell Boiler servicing 
• Drain clearance 
® Corgi registered 
® 7 day service 365 days 

a year 
Ell Free estimates & heating 

design service 
• Bathrooms & kitchens 

fitted 
® 24 hr emt}rgency service 

081-299 3511 
13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP lANE, SE22 

(co11ti1111ed fro111 page 16) 

Don't leave wire or other material tied tightly around branches or stems -
constriction can kill as well as deform. Nails and other objects hammered into 
trees creates wounding and promotes disease attack - avoid at all costs. 

5. Anchor roots are a tree's stability. Never sever too n1any of them and never 
cut close to the trunk - instability can result and you will have a dangerous tree. 
Seek expert advice. 

6. Keep the bases of young and newly planted trees free of any plants for a 
distance of at least 18 inches out all round the trunk/stem - otherwise they will 
rob young trees of vital nutrients, so hindering growth developn1ent. 

7. Protect the stems of young and newly planted trees fron, rodent attack, 
with expandable guards. 

8. Newly planted trees need a good start to become established. Foliar feed 
accessible subjects, and soil drench roots around the canopy perimeter at 6 week 
intervals with a soluble N.P.K. liquid fertiliser during the growing season. 

Never feed into dry soil. Always keep the soil moist mulching the surface 
with bark, leaves or rotted grass cuttings will help soil water retention. 

During soil cultivation, avoid damage to fibrous feeder roots - this is vital to 
successful establishment. 

9. Young trees will become one sided, bent or deformed with elongated 
growth, if the canopies of larger 
established trees are allowed to 
encroach over them - instigate 
pruning measures. 

10. If you must have an artificial 
surface under your tree, make sure it 
is permeable to allow penetration of 
rain water to the roots below. 

11. Avoid compaction of the soil 
surface under trees. Hard compacted 
soil is one with a ruined structure, 
depriving the roots of vital oxygen -
this will affect the tree's canopy 
growth, causing stunting and the 
formation of dead wood. Aerate by 
carefully spiking the soil surface. 

tallow lock1,mitb1, 
24HRS MOBILE No 0860 361 069 

t OOOR & WINDOW LOCKS FITTED 
t RECOMMENDED BY INSURANCE COMPANIES 
t FIRE, POLICE, INSURANCE SPECIFICATIONS 

CARRIED OUT 
t SECURITY BARS, GRILLES, GATES 
t BAILIFF & JUDICIAL OPENINGS 
t KEYLESS LOCKS, ENTRY PHONES 

SAFES 
t COMPETITIVE RATES-

WE INVOICE COMPANIES 
t WE ARE MASTER LOCKSMITHS 

H.Q: PlHCII COURT, 69 WOOi> VAil, LONDON sm 
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12. Crossing branches that rub against one another, either from the same tree 
or other trees with intern1ingling canopies, cause wounding and physical 
weakening leading to diseased and dangerous timber. Prune out culprit branches 
in the early stages, and control canopy growth. 

Dulwich Wood 
The Trees Sub-Committee are concerned about the future care of Dulwich 

Wood under the Estates Governors scheme to contract out Labour. 

In the past five years the Estates Governors have done a considerable amount 
to improve the state of the wood, the fences have been repaired, the paths 
hardened, kissing gates installed and notice boards erected at the entrances There 
has been a part-time woodman who has cleared the litter, greatly improved the 
pond prevented new paths being established and to some extent deterred vandals. 

We are very anxious that all the aspects of the care of the wood should 
continue and are pressing the Governors not to abandon any part of it is 
particularly important that there should continue to be a woodman or warden 
preferably with an interest in the ecological management of the wood. It is more 
and more appreciated as a rare and wonderful place. 

Stella Be11well, Chairman, Trees S11b-Co111111ittee. 

Street trees 
Dulwich residents are often worried about. the state of the trees in their 

streets. Turney Road Residents' Association surveyed that ones in their street 
with the help of an expert and sent the result to Southwark Council. The 
Council were pleased to receive it and have said they will carry out the necessary 
work as soon as possible. 

If other residents' associations or individuals would like simply to list the gaps 
the obviously dead trees and those sprouting from the ground or the trunk 
should send these details to Simon Sn1ith Tree Officer, The Old Town Hall, 
Walworth Road S.E.17 lRY 

He will be glad of the information and will deal with it as soon as possible. 
Such surveys will also survey to remind the council how much street trees in the 
area have been neglected. 

Stella Benwell, Chairman Trees Sub-Committee. 
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NO ORCHIDS FOR MR HOLLOWAY 
Ian McAsh 

Ever since wrote in the summer 1994 issue of the Dulwich Society 
Newsletter abo~t the filming of A Delicate Balance on Sydenham Hill, Dulwich, I 
have been inundated with requests about other local film locations. "Did I not see 
such and such a film star at the bottom of my garden?" is a frequent question. 

Most queries have been asked about The Sandwich 111an1 filmed in Dulwich 

Park in 1965. 

That film described as "like a documentary in drag" was supposed to have 
been set and filmed in St James's Park but since royal parks do not permit such 
activities Dulwich Park was chosen instead. 

Because filming took place over four days in late September Stanley 
Holloway who played a horticulturist and the rest of the cast had to cavort 
an1011g a myriad of specially imported artificial blooms. 

The film starred Michael Bentine, who wrote the script with director Robert 
Hartford-Davis and also starred Stanley Holloway, Alfie Bass, Bernard Cribbins, 
Suzy Kendall, Tracey Crisp and David Buck. 

They gave a picture of London 
behaviour of its inhabitants through 
the eyes of Bentine the sandwich­
board man as he wandered the 
streets. 

The recollection prompted me to 
take a nostalgic look in my diary and 
recall working in: 

Crystal Palace Park in 19 53 on 
the Pleasure Gardens, starring John Le 
Mesurier and Hattie Jacques. 

and some of the way-out; and curious 

GARDENS PLANNED 

PLANTED & RENOVATED 

BY EXPERIENCED WOMEN GARDENERS 

RING NIKKI 071 735 0793 
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Blackheath in 1968 on the circus scenes of Berserk! the Columbia horror 
movie starringJoan Crawford, Ty Hardin, Diana Doors and Judy Geeson. 

Greenwich Power Station in 1968 on T/Vork Is A Four Letter H7ard with David 
Warner and Cilla Black, based on the Henry Livings' play Eh? and directed by 
(Sir) Peter Hall. 

Crystal palace Sports Centre in 1978 for The Class ef !vliss McMichael starring 
Glenda Jackson, Michael Murphy and a bunch of school kids 

Central Hill, Upper Norwood now a medical centre, in 1985, on No 
S11rre11de1; supposedly set in Liverpool! Joan Turner, Michael Ripper and Joanna 
Whalley-Kilmer starred. 

Woolwich Military Hospital (now den10lished) in the 1970's in The Natio11al 
Health, produced by Ned Sherrin and starring Lynn Redgrave, Clive Swift, 
Eleanor Bron, Donald Sinden and Colin Blakely. 

Kennington, by the British War Museum - that was supposed to Look like 
New York for Death vVish 3 starring Charles Bronson and Deborah Raffin and 
directed by Michael Winner. 

NOSTALGIA 
Rosa Davis 

Listening to Alistair Cooke on the radio talking about cliff-hangers, 
remember the phrase came about because of a film star called Pearl White. She 
began acting in movies about 1912 and later becan1e the heroine of many long 
films which were shown in short episodes each week. 

At that time the cinema programmes consisted of a news film, a longer 
feature filn1 and an episode from_ a serial. The latter always ended at a climax, 
either a hair raising situation with Pearl White clinging to a cliff top by her 
finger nails on the point of falling to her death or some similar situation. 
Naturally one was drawn the following week to see the sequel. 

This reminded of my childhood as I well remember Pearl White, when I was 
about 11 or 12 we lived in Burbage Road and I often went on my own to the 
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pictures on a Saturday afternoon to the cinema nearly opposite Herne Hill 
Station 

There are two instances I remen1ber in connection with these jaunts. A sweet 
shop near called Redapples gave a bag of sweets to every child in the cinema one 
afternoon. From then on it was my favourite shop. 

At the time I was attending a small private school called Northfield run by 
Mrs Barker and her daughter in Half Moon Lane opposite the shops. 

I was never any good at composition and one particular set piece I found 
difficult. 'What is the worst thing you have ever done'. 

I cogitated for some time and then wrote my brief piece. 'The worst thing I 
have ever done was when I went to the cinema and paid nine pence to go in and 
then in the darkness inside sat in the one and sixpenny seats. 

I can still remember the remark of Miss Jackson the teacher. If that is the 
worst thing you have ever done, you will not go far wrong in life. 

------- Established Since 1 797 -------, 

WJ and Son Ltd. 

Building Contractors 

MAINTENANCE and EXTENSIONS 

UNDERPINNING and STRUCTURAL REPAIRS 

JOINERY MANUFACTURE and INSTALLATION 

FREE ESTIMATES - WORK GUARANTEED 

88 Dulwich Village• London SE21 7AH 
Telephone: 081-693 2277/9311 
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ART FOR THE PEOPLE 
Rodney Alexander 

The Curator and staff of the Dulwich Picture Gallery are to be congratulated 
for their mounting of this recent exhibition. The catalogue which shows much 
serious research must be a major work in its field and a worthy addition to ones 
collection. The interest it arouses in the reader is not really matched by the 
exhibits and merits, I think, a bigger display of contemporary works from the 
South London Gallery and one wonders why the South London Gallery does 
not try to repeat the display of prints seen in the contemporary photographs 
illustrated in the catalogue to mark its centenary. However, the curator and staff 
ofDulwich Picture Gallery have done a fine job in putting it on in their Gallery. 

The roles played by well known artists such as Leighton, Burne-Jones and 
Draper, dispel the popular ideas some of us held of them as artists living in ivory 
towers, remote from the people. However, the large scale, realistic paintings born 
of the pre-Raphelites and their German counter-parts (Leighton trained in 
Germany) and largely hased on the portrayal of Greek mythology, must have had 
limited appeal to the "People". 

The catalogue rightly points out that the building of the South London Art 
Gallery was no isolated activity, although the brain-child of a private citizen 
namely William Rossiter, and must be seen in the context of the great building 
boom that was taking place in all major towns in the country, particularly in the 
Midlands which with its industrial output was largely responsible for creating 
much of the country's wealth. 

This boom in manufactured goods may have inspired Prince Albert and 
others to create the great exhibition of 1851 installed in the Crystal Palace in 
Hyde Park, a precursor of the modern architecture of today in that it consisted 
of an iron and steel framework and glass and owed little to classical architecture. 

The growth of industry in the 1840's ended an era much appreciated by 
admirers of water colours and drawings of the early years of the nineteenth 
century and changed the outlook of society in a way that seems to have its 
human counterpart in present day attitudes as we move towards the end of the 
twentieth century. 

In case the reader should think that this realistic illustrative attitude of 
Leighton and fellow Academicians, with their emphasis on Greek mythology 
was typical of the end of the century painting in Europe, he ought to visit the 
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exhibition of In1pressionism to Symbolism: The Belgian Avant-Garde 1880-
1900 of the san1e period at the Royal Academy until 2nd October, where he 
will find paintings more akin to "Art for the People". 

If the readers interest has been aroused and he has seen the exhibitions at 
Dulwich Picture Gallery and the Royal Academy, his knowledge of the last half 
of the nineteenth century's paintings will be completed by seeing the ambitious 
exhibition of the work of Pugin at the V & A. 

Here again some of us were surprised to see how the ornan1ent and craft 
work that we still see in our tiled halls, stained glass windows, ornamental 
.plaster work and cast-iron fire-places date back to Pugin. All of this work was 
executed by the craftsn1en in mm1erous workshops in poor environments with 
skills end abilities that nude the projects of the architects and their patrons 
possible. 

Let me end with the nan1e of John Ruskin, the one-time local resident, 
whose didactic attitude to art and society best sum up much of the paintings and 
ideas of the time. 

RETURN OF THE CONSTABLE 

Great-great uncle Ernest Leggatt was having a meal on Crewe railway station 
when he swallowed a nail. He sued the Great Western Railway and with the 
compensation money he opened. with his brother, the Leggatt Brothers' Art 
Gallery at 77 Cornhill in the City of London. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 24 HOUR SERVICE 
Over 100 Years of Experience - Established 1881 

The family business that still offers you a personal service 

375 LORDSHIP LANIE SIE22 081m693 1526 
126 FORIEST HILL RD. SIE22 081a693 4160 AND BRANCHES 

CHAPELS OF REST MONUMENTAL MASONS 
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This enabled the gallery to acquire, in 1899, from John Constable's grandsons 
works of one of England's greatest landscape painters, who was a visitor to and 
devotee ofDulwich Picture Gallery. 

It is therefore, no coincidence that Ernest Leggatt's great-great nephew, 
Richard Leggatt. of the Dulwich Picture Gallery, is on hand to guide visitors 
through the current exhibition, Constable. A Master Dra11ghts111a11. 

Eighty four drawings by John Constable from the private collection of Mr 
and Mrs. David Thomson, many of which have never before been seen in 
public, are on show. 

Constable's drawings are much less familiar than his finished paintings and oil 
sketches. The collection consists of drawings done throughout Constable's life, 
from the age of 22 until two years before he died at 61 in 1837. By the end of 
his life, crippled with rheumatoid arthritis, he turned more and more to the 
gentler skill of drawing, though these never reveal the pain he must have suffered 
in executing them. 

Some of the most beautiful of the drawings which he later turned into his 
most famous paintings (Dedlza111 Lock and Mill and Salisbury Cathedra0 he did in 
1816, the happiest year of his life to marry Maria Bicknell whom he had been 
courting in the teeth of her family's opposition, since he met her in 1811. The 
exhibition has eight drawings from this period including some from his 
honeymoon sketchbook. 

Constable never received the recognition accorded to his contemporary, 
Turner. This collection of drawings was started as recently as 1975 when 
Constable drawings were readily available and affordable. It is now considered 
the finest private collection of his drawings in the world. David Thon1son, 
grandson of Roy Thomson, founder of the Thomson media empire, has loaned 
the collection in its entirety for the first time. 

The exhibition has a 'prologue' section of drawings by artists who influenced 
Constable among them works by Wilson, Gainsborough, Farington, Frost and 
Beamnont. 

The only oil painting by Constable in the exhibition is a copy of a picture 
from the Dulwich Picture Gallery collection, Wind111ills near Haarle111 by Jacob 
Van Ruisdael which Constable painted when he visited the Gallery in 1831. 

The exhibition, which will travel to the Art Gallery of Ontario in Canada 
and the Frick Collection in New York in the spring and summer of 1995, 1s 
open until October 16. 
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ARTS ON YOUR DOORSTEP 

Following the considerable popularity of last year's Dulwich Festival, a 
broader-than-ever range of artistic events and activities is planned for the 1994 
Festival which this year takes place from September 24 to October 2 with a pre­
festival event in Dulwich Park on September 18. Events range from poetry to pop 
and Pinter, opera and art, walks and schools' Proms, all on the Dulwich doorstep 
and thanks to the generosity of a number oflocal and corporate sponsors. 

The organisers have aimed for the widest range of events in a variety of 
venues throughout Dulwich. 'Our aim is to provide something to interest 
everybody, whether it's the celebrity recital by acclaimed soprano and local 
resident Sarah Onard in St John's on Sept 24 or an evening of Jazz and poetry at 
the Crown and Greyhound on Sept 25 or a Scottish Ball for novices and reel 
experts in the Parish Hall on Oct 1. 

Camberwell Pocket Opera will present The Marriage of Figaro in the 
Edward Alleyn Theatre, the venue too for a pre-Arts Council tour of Pinter's 
Tlze D11111b T1Vaiter. Brian Green will lead Sunday walks from North Dulwich 
station. William Penn pupils will be working with a local sculpture on a mural 
to be unveiled during Festival week. At 
St Stephen's the Flower Festival will 
provide the backdrop to recitals, and 
there is a lively programme of music 
and jazz in primary and secondary 
schools. 

The detailed programme will be 
distributed at the beginning of September, 
and there will be a Festival Booking 
Office in Dulwich Village (what was 
Bartley's greengrocery) during the Festival. 

If you would like more information, 
or in particular if you could spare a couple 
of hours or an evening during Septen1ber 
to distribute literature, act as a steward at 
an event or assist in any other way, please 
contact one of the Steering Committee: 
Valerie Thorncroft 081-693 3577 or 
Alison Loyd 081-693 4951. 

WE HAVE MOVED 1----. 

Bo.·\ ) l ) 
---- ~· ~ u 

at wholesome prices 

From 7pm Tuesday to Sunday 
SUNDAY NIGITT 23 OCTOBER CHARITY 

NIGITT FOR DINE-A-MITE. Ring for details 

43 Tulse Hill, London SW2 
Tel: 081 678 0880 
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THE MERRY WIVES OF DULWICH 
Michael Foster 

The Dulwich Players are celebrating their Silver Jubilee in October with the 
production of Shakespeare's l\!Ierry TVi1Jes of TVi11dsor directed by Lorraine 
Greenslade. 

Lorraine is one of many n1embers of the Players who have devoted huge 
quantities of time and energy to the society over the last twenty five years. 

Her husband, Reg, directed the Players' first production, The Venetian 1i1Jins 
by Goldini. Current Dulwich Player's chairman Brian Burch acted in The 
Venetian Tiliins and is set to play Falstaff in the Merry vVi/ies. Michael Brooke 
deserves a round of applause for serving as society treasurer throughout the 
period. 

Lorraine Greenslade reckons that the enthusiasm of members, new and old, 
in each production is undiminished, though the Dulwich Players have been 
faced with a number of challenges over the years. 

She counts the decline of local arts councils as one particular loss. "At one 
time we had considerable support from them, in the form of finance, and venues 
for productions" she says. "Now we have none". 

Newspapers, she adds, are no longer as interested as they once were 111 

reviewing productions. 

The fire which destroyed St Barnabas church was another shock. since the 
church hall, which used to be the home to Dulwich Players productions, is now 
a place of worship. 

"Somehow, I feel that we now have to draw on our own resources more than 
ever before," she says. 

It was particularly thanks to the efforts of former chairman Ruth Franklin 
that the society now has access to both the theatre at Dulwich College and at 
James Allen's Girls' School for future productions. 
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The society presents three plays a year. It has mounted eighty eight in all, 
ranging from restoration to drawing room comedies and Shakespeare, through 
Arthur Miller, to nmsicals and the avant garde. 

Apart from Merry Wives of Windsor on 20, 21 and 22 October (box office 
071-737 4361), this season's productions will be Animal Farm adapted from 
Orwell's novel by Sir Peter Hall, and Neil Simon's California S11ite. 

Looking ahead to the next twenty five years, the Dulwich Players will face 
the challenge of change, as founder n1embers step to one side, and others take 
their place. 

It has commenced a series of workshops to attract new talent. Dick Mynott, 
who has built sets for the society over many years, now advises a new team 
under Henry Cromwell. Auditions for forthcoming productions play a crucial 
role in introducing new members to the society. 

Apart from acting, prompting, stage managing or selling tickets, members of 
have also enjoyed theatre outings, a visit to France, a picnic at Hever Castle, a 
trip to Catford "dogs" and several parties over the last year. 

In October members will be celebrating twenty five years with a dinner at 
the Royal National Theatre. 

Interested in joining? 
Contact acting membership secretary 

Kevin Edwards 081-291 7832, 

or write to him at 

9 Courtside, 

D~rtmouth Road, 

London SE26. 
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The Advisory Committee 
The Committee met on 21st June 1994. In the chair Mr. Cousins (EG), and 

3 other members. Reg Collins and Bill Higman represented the Dulwich 
Society; John Aldwinckle and John Sharp the Dulwich Village Preservation 
Society. In attendance were Mr. Wylie (General Manager and Secretary) and 
members of his staff 

Management papers 
A discussion ensued on the question raised by Bill Higman of the circulation 

of Scheme of Management papers to Advisory Committee members which had 
recently been curtailed. The chairman, defending the EG's decision stated that 
the Scheme of Management Committee was concerned about wider circulation 
of papers in case of a conflict of interests. If the Societies would agree to treat the 
papers as confidential, the matter could be reconsidered. 

Arbitration award 
In reply to a question by Bill Higman the chairman stated that a Summary of 

the recent arbitration award was being drafted for inclusion in the Scheme of 
Management booklet. I am sure that Bill Higman would be pleased to answer 
any questions from members concerning this decision. 

Repairs and maintenance 
The lighting in Grove Walk has been reinstated. Work is now in hand for the 

painting of railings generally throughout the Estate and routine repairs to fences, 
roads etc. are being carried out as and when necessary. The Chairman said that it 
was the intention to put out work currently done by the Woodyard staff to 
contractors and it was hoped to show a saving in costs. Mr Higman said that he 
hoped the quality of supervision to Dulwich Woods would be maintained. 

Advisory committee meetings 
Any other business provided the warmest exchange of views with the 

Societies pressing for a 4th Advisory Committee meeting in the year in order to 
consider the Report and Accounts and the Chairman maintaining the EG's point 
of view that the current 3 meetings per year were sufficient. After some discussion 
and expressions of concern from the Societies no suitable additional date to 15th 
N ovem.ber 1994 could be agreed for an additional meeting. One has the feeling 
that the spirit if not the letter of the original intention of the High Court to set 
up a constructive dialogue between the Societies and the Estate Governors is 
being lost sight of among a welter of purely formal discussions. 

Reg Colli11s, Cl,airma11, D11lwich Society 
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NOT BEYOND THE PALE 

Dulwich may be a conservation area but it is not a cultural island. All round 
us are flourishing organisations with a sense of local pride in which we 
sometimes share. From. time to time we propose, therefore, to draw attention to 
their activities which will be of interest to Dulwich folk. 

Up the Palace 

Several local societies are Jolmng to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 
closure of the Crystal Palace High Level Railway. Older residents will remember 
the terminus built to cater for the crowds flocking to see the 1851 Crystal Palace 
across the road. The lines passed through Honor Oak to Lordship Lane Station 
on the South Circular then cut through Sydenham Hill Woods through the 
tunnel to Upper Sydenham Station in Wells Park Road before entering another 

tunnel and coming up below the 
Crystal Palace Parade. 

Talks, displays, stalls and walks 
have been organised to celebrate the 
anniversary on September 17 and 
18. Details from Events 
Co-ordinator, Nicholas Reed, 
071-732 7778. 

Nicholas Reed, Norwood Society 

Crystal Palace Hotel 

THI (Trust House International) 
as the developer has now succeeded 
in pre-letting the whole 
development on the top of the 
Palace site although some sub-leases 
have still to be completed. 

DENNIS TV 
TV/Video 

Rentals and Repairs 

7 DOVEDALE ROAD 
EAST DULWICH, SE22 ONF 

Free estimates. 
We pride ourselves 

on high quality 
personal service 

Ring Alan Poole on 
081-693 8629 

33 



The hotel is to be sub-leased to Mr K. Mohammed who will then enter into 
a management agreement with Holiday Inn to run it as a garden court hotel. 
The bowling club and night club have been leased to Allied Leisure and the 
cinema to UCL 

Leases with Burger King and Deep Pan Pizza have been completed and 
terms agreed with Allied Lyons for an Exchange restaurant with the Pelikan 
Group for a Mama Amalfi Italian restaurant. 

Building work is expected to start before Christmas. 

Chris Gaster 

Sydenham Woods threat 

The battle for the total preservation of Sydenham Hill Woods inches forward. 
The Inspector's report on Southwark Council's UPD Local Public Inquiry has 
demonstrated that the Dulwich Estates' Governors objection over the future use 
of the Beechgrove site has not been upheld and confirms that Beechgrove should 
remain as a Protected Nature site, incorporating within a wider swathe of 
Metropolitan Open Land. This applies, too, to the adjacent parcel of land, 
Lapsewood. The council will now, in the light of public consultation, submit the 
final document to the Department of Environment. 

Meanwhile, the fauna and flora of the woods continue to enjoy themselves, 
ignoring questions of ownership. A pair of hobbies (a rare bird this for London) 
were seen over the site earlier in the year. So too, were a pair of kestrels and a 
large number of woodpeckers. The oddest sighting among birds was a green 
parrot, enjoying a feast of the wild cherries along the trackside. 

Among smaller creatures, a determined hunt has been in progress for the 
purple hairstreak butterflies. Whose inconvenient custom is to lay their eggs in 
high trees. Spiders have been closely studied as well, a number of national rarities 
have been discovered. 

Our good fortune is great in having this resource on our doorstep. A battle 
worth fighting. 

Ro11ald Locke, Sydenham Society 
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INCREASE IN SUBSCRIPTION 1995 

May we remind all n1embers that, as reported in the last Newsletter, the 
annual subscription is to be increased from £5 to £7 .50 from 1 January 1995. 

If you pay by standing order through a bank or building society, please 
complete the new Standing Order form on page 36 and send it as soon as 
possible to: 

Mrs Robin Taylor, Men1bership Secretary 

30 Walkerscroft Mead, Dulwich SE21 8LJ 

It will be sent on to your bank or building society. 

If you pay by cheque, please remember that subscriptions are due at the 
new rate on 1 January 1995. 

Please contact me on 081-670 0890 if you have any queries. 

Robin Taylor 

q).sf you .only 

~;JO 
for a whol~ quarter! 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Please enrol n1e as a member the Dulwich Society. 

Nan1e ............................................................................................................. . 

Address ........................................................................................................... . 

. .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . Telephone Nun1ber ............................. . 

My particular interests are ............................................................................... . 

To the Manager. ................................... : .................................................. Bank 

............................................................................................................ Branch 

Sort Code ........................................... Account Nun1ber. .............................. . 

Please pay the sum of £7.50 now and onJanuary 1 1996, and the same 

amount on the first of January annually until further notice to: 

The Dulwich Society 

Barclays Bank, 117 Dulwich Village, London SE21 7BL. 

Sort code: 20-27-19 Account number 40339156 ............................................ . 

This banker's order cancel any previous order in favour of the Dulwich Society. 

Signed................................................. Date .................................................. . 

Please return to: 
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Mrs Robin Taylor, Membership Secretary, 

The Dulwich Society, 

30 Walkerscroft Mead, London, SE21 8LJ. 

Telephone number: 081-670 0890. 




