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Until September 10. Dulwich Picture Gallery. Conserving Old Masters:
Paintings Recently Restored at the Gallery.

Sunday, September 17. 11 a.m. ~ 5 p.m. Dulwich College Fete.

Friday, September 22 ~ October 1. The Dulwich Festival. (See Separate List
below).

Saturday, September 23. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Friends of Athol House,
London Cheshire Home. Harvest Fayre at Jane Ogden’s, 260 Barry Road,
SE22 (0181-693 4639).

Friday, October 6. 8 p.m. Dulwich Society. Richard Gaines, Deputy
Director, London Wildlife Trust, will talk on the management of
Sydenham Hill Wood. St Faith’s Centre, Red Post Hill, SE22.
Wednesday, October 11 -~ January 7, 1996. Dulwich Picture Gallery.
Paintings and their context  series. Death, passion and politics. Venetia Lady
Digby On Her Deathbed by Van Dyck.

Thursday, October 12. DDAFAS* David Boston, recently retired Director,
Horniman Museum, on Ancient Maya Civilisation: a lost world of the Central
American rainforest.

Friday, October 20. 7.30 p.m. Friends of Atholl House, London Cheshire
Home. Graphologist and broadcaster Allan Conway will read character from
your handwriting. Pam Margerison, 0181-693 6627, or Jane Ogden, 0181-693
4639.

Friday, November 3. 8p.m. Dulwich Society Local History Group
lecture. Ian Beavan on the Crystal Palace Foundation. St Faith’s
Centre, Red Post Hill, SE22.

Saturday, November 4. Quilts. Dulwich Quilters 4th Patchwork Exhibition.
The Old Library, Dulwich College. Admission £1. Enquiries. Joyce Tunna,
0181-670 0993.

Thursday, November 9. DDAFFAS* Nicole Douek, lecturer in Egyptology,
British Museum, on Life And Art In Ancient Egypt.

Friday, December 8. 8 p.m. Dulwich Society Christmas Party. St
Faith’s Centre, Red Post Hill, SE22.

Thursday, December 14. DDAFFAS* Jane Angelini, lecturer, London
University and the Victoria and Albert Museum on Byzantine Art And Its
Legacy To Europe.

*Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society meets on the second Thursday of
the indicated months at James Allen’s Girls’ School, East Dulwich Grove, SE22.

DULWICH FESTIVAL

Friday, September 22. 7. 30 p.m. Opening Concert, Dulwich Picture
Gallery, Vassari Singers.

Friday, September 22. 10 a.m. - 7. 30 p. m. Throughout the Festival and
beyond. Artemidorus, Half Moon Lane, SE24. Exhibition of ceramics by
Kochovet Ben-David, etchings by Chris Salmon.

9 p.m. Comedy. St Thomas More Hall, Lordship Lane. Jo Brand and
Steve Frost.

Saturday, September 23. 11 a.m. Illustrated talk. Caroline Swash on

stained glass. Barnabas Centre, Calton Avenue.

12.30 a.m. Children’s Book Event. Barnabas Centre.

2 p.m. Piano Masterclass: Ruth Harte. James Allen’s Girl’s School.
7.30 p.m. Hatstand Opera: A Passion For Opera. St John’s Church,
Goose Green.

7.30 p.m. Scottish Dance. St Barnabas Hall.

Sunday, September 24. 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Party In The Park. Family

entertainment. Dulwich Park.

11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Poetry workshop. Crown and Greyhound.

2.30 p.m. Brian Green. Organised Dulwich Afternoon Walk.

9 p.m. Solo comedy show. Judith French. Crown and Greyhound.

Tuesday, September 26. 3 - 6 p.m. Antiques valuation. Rosebery
Auctioneers. St Faith’s Centre. Red Post Hill.
7.30 p. m. Choral workshop: conductor Rupert Bond. James Allen’s
Girls’ School.

Wednesday, September 27. 3 p.m. Songs That Won The War.
Tricia Court. St Barnabas Parish Hall.
7 p.m. Primary Schools’ Prom. Baths Hall, Dulwich Leisure Centre.
7.30 p.m. Organ recital: William McVicker. Christ’s Chapel.

Thursday, September 28. 8 p.m. Hymns Ancient and Modern.

Recited by Roy Robert Smith. Dulwich United Reform Church.

Friday, September 29. 7.30 p.m. Music and madrigals. The Friends’
Musick and the Canterbury Waits. St John’s Church, Goose Green.,

Friday, September 29 - Sunday, October 1. Harvest Flower Arrangement,
St Stephen’s Church. (Contributing arrangers please ring Rita Frost,
(0181 670 7720.)

Saturday, September 30. 11.30 a.m. Song recital: Sarah Leonard.
Dulwich Picture Gallery.

2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Youth Music Afternoon. All Saints’ Church.

Sunday, October 1. 2.30 p.m. Dulwich Afternoon Walk with Brian Green.
7.30 p.m. Poetry competition judged by Judy Benson, Crown and
Greyhound.

7.30 p.m. Dulwich Youth Orchestra with Roger Royle. St John’s
Church, Goose Green.




DULWICH TOMORROW

Conservation has been defined as a subversive notion that a tract of unspoilt
rain forest might be more valuable than a fast food hamburger outlet that can be
produced on its ruins. While we analyse that cynicism we should take a long,
careful look at the future of Dulwich. To some, the argument whether it is to
be conserved or not seems to be a joke in bad taste. Surely, no one but a fool
would want what should remain a green and pleasant district to be otherwise.

Unfortunately, there is a sometimes vociferous minority of those who shout
“Down with the Estates Governors!”, “Down with the Dulwich Society” and
down with everything else that comes to mind. They are the claque at the back
like the people who used to be hired to pack the theatres to applaud their
favourites and boo their opponents, who like barrack room lawyers raise points
of order, points of procedure and as many delaying tactics as they can. Asked to
make a positive recommendation, amendment or alternative proposal they
vanish and are never heard again until the next opportunity to display the
futility of being always negative. (They also push out their chests and aim to
be the first to tell you that they live in Dulwich!)

The more vital issue is how to protect Dulwich, retain its value to freeholders
and leascholders, to keep it safe from litter louts, vandals, graffiti artists and
scenery despoilers of all kinds, an issue which should not be delayed or diverted
by saboteurs.

The Estates Governors of Alleyn’s College of God’s Gift, who are bound by
law, directly and indirectly by Acts of Parliament and by the regulations of the
Charity Commissioners, wish to retain their control as landlords of leaseholds
but abandon most of their responsiblities in so far as they relate to freehold
properties. The Dulwich Society wants a Dulwich Conservation Trust to
replace the Governors to look after the freehold properties, which are subject to
the continuation of covenants under the Scheme of Management and protect the
general conservation of the area, including planning permissions.

The Governors and this Society are in broad agreement on this proposal
but there are a number of matters which need to be settled. The Dulwich
Village Preservation Society has made known its reservations. The Dulwich
Residents’ Association has made somewhat negative verbal objections to any
scheme, any conservation at all but declines to put their view in writing.
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Compare this attitude with that of Southwark Council. Mr Noel Aston,
writing on behalf of the Head of Property, Southwark Council, Chiltern,
Portland Street, London, SEI7 2ES, writes:

“Southwark Council holds a long Leasehold interest in Belair Mansion and
Grounds from the Estates Governors of Alleyn’s College for a term expiring in
2045. More recently the Council has agreed provisional terms for the use of the
Mansion House as a high class restaurant, with planning consent having been
granted for this use on 24 March, 1995. It is now expected that the
refurbishment works will be commenced before the end of this year, with the
Mansion being restored to its forrmer glory by the Spring of 1996.

“However, during the marketing of the Mansion, other draft proposals were
received for other areas of its grounds, including the construction of a ‘lennis
Centre/Health Club and the provision of ten all-weather Five-a-side Football
pitches. I would emphasise that the Council has made no decision whatsoever
on these proposals but, as part of our deliberations, we would like to invite
members of the Dulwich Society and other local residents to write to us with
their views on the use of Belair. Further details on the proposals mentioned
above can be obtained or, alternatively, we would be pleased to receive brief
details of any other schemes which individual people consider worthy of
exploration.”

Dulwich Society Planning Sub-Committee is studying these proposals.
Meanwhile we question where will the health club and ancilliary buildings be
situated on open land and wonder how will traffic of club members and users be
accommodated and noise controlled.

THE DULWICH SOCIETY
Bill Higman, Chairman

The Dulwich Society is proposing a Dulwich Conservation Trust only
because it believes it is in the best interests of all residents on the Dulwich
Estate. It is not just for the benefit of “privileged residents in Dulwich Village.”
The Scheme of Management is just as important for people who live in post-
war estates whether within the conservation area or not and residents should
think very carefully before they are encouraged to discard it.

When there was a poll of residents in Qctober, 1991, most residents
thought the Scheme had benefited the character of Dulwich and that some
form of control should be retained.

Conservation in this guise includes protecting the amenity of local
neighbourhoods and consequently the value of their properties to individual
householders. Protection under the Scheme is well above the threshold of what
can be assured under local authority planning powers, whether within the
conservation area or not. This is recognised by English Heritage in their new
statutory powers under the 1993 Leasehold Reform Act to retain Schemes of
Management in conservation areas,

The proposal is that there should be a new corporate body to formulate
conservation policy for the Dulwich Estate and either apply it under its own
legal powers or ensure that it is applied by others who have legal powers to do
s0.

In detail, the proposal is:

© To agree clear and acceptable planning and other conservation criteria
appropriate to each area of the Estate, to state them clearly, to co-ordinate them
as far as possible with those of the local authorities to avoid unnecessary
conflicts and to apply them in an acceptable manner for conservation purposes
instead of just to protect the interest of the ground landlord.

© To protect trees and open spaces.

¢ To enlist further resources for conservation purposes.

¢ To be a body fully accountable to residents and controlled by them, to
represent their interests in maintaining and approving alterations or
development of property, change of use, repair and maintenance where this
detracts from amenity and maintenance of common areas of the Estate.

© To be fully responsive to the concerns of Dulwich residents and local
residents’ associations whether they are in the conservation area or not.

It does include the power to levy a local tax and raises all the considerations
of whether those who do so are accountable to those who pay it, that it should
be levied fairly, that those who pay it should be represented in determining how
much charged and how it is spent, what the benefits are, whether they are
achieved in a cost-efficient manner and whether the manner of administration
is appropriate.

The Dulwich Society has been better placed than any other body to
examine and refine this proposal before putting it to residents. Its committee
structure has enabled it to look  in detail at the range of aspects which have to
be considered - planning criteria, maintenance of the Estate, protection of
trees, corporate structure of the proposed Trust, changes to the present Scheme
of Management, undertakings with the Estates Governors, co-operation with
other conservation bodies, finance and consultation with residents.

‘We have had discussions with English Heritage, Southwark Council, charity
beneficiaries (Dulwich Picture Gallery, Dulwich College, Alleyn’s School,




James Allen’s Gitls’ School and others) and other London estates (the Grosvenor
Estate, Westminster, and Hampstead Garden Suburb). They believe our
proposals are feasible and those with legal powers over conservation in Dulwich
welcome them. Chris Kellerman, who has had experience of running a similar
scheme in Hampstead Garden Suburb for eleven years is giving us effective
guidance and continuing advice. Tessa Jowell, our MP, has supported us in
trying to maintain a joint approach with other residents’ organizations which is
already under’ way.

A

Judge Michael Rich, Q.C., Vice-President of Dulwich 1
Society, said that any agreement between the Dulwich
Estates Governors and the Dulwich Conservation Trust
must be legally binding, because in the event of the
Governors being subject to some superior body ruling,

they may not feel obliged to carty out their obligations
Now is the right time to form a Trust because there is a new Board of
Trustees for the Charity. The current quinquennium will expire in March,
1996, and there is a November, 1995, deadline to submit new proposals for
the Schemes of Management to the Leasechold Valuation Tribunal under the
1993 Leaschold Reform Act.

This year we have a resurgence of proposals for new and extended
conservation areas both on the Dulwich Estate and in adjacent precincts of the
boroughs of Southwark and Lambeth. So after evidence of a loss of focus in
conservation policy and some erosion of local amenity the move now is to
reverse the trend, to improve the quality of our surroundings and of our own
capacity to manage it.

Negotiations with the Estates Governors have produced the terms of an
agreed Letter of Intent which most residents have now seen. The Estates
Governors want to have undivided responsibility to act as Charitable Trustees
and to divest themselves of conservation responsibilities under the Scheme or
otherwise. This doesn’t mean that they will not act as responsible landlords
and land-owners, or that as fellow residents of Dulwich individual trustees do
not have a personal regard for its amenity. But their decisions as Charitable
Trustees will always reflect the financial interests of their beneficiaries and
trustees’ increased personal liability under the Charities Act.

Everybody will want to know what it will cost. This is important and cost-
effectiveness even more so.  The average annual cost per household for the five
years ending 1991 was around £43. The annual cost for the Hampstead Garden
Suburb Trust for the past ten years of lean management and controlling

overheads was £35. Cost of the current quinquennium in Dulwich, ending
March, 1995, will not be known until September, 1996.

The way forward is by consultation with individuals and residents’
associations before forming a Trust probably of six elected and three
appointed members and an advisory council representing all interests.

The alternative is to withdraw from the Scheme of Management altogether
although this is not what the residents wanted when they were polled in 1991,
It could be left to the Estates Governors to continue managing the scheme but
they have said they are unwilling to do so. And if they did, they would be likely
to use the criteria they employ as landlords. They are likely to be more
expensive because they want to cover their central overheads. And, perhaps
more important to some, any frecholders’ statutory rights, unlike those of
leaseholders, would continue to be absent.

A Place Worth Preserving.

It spreads over a thousand acres, five miles from
‘Westminster.

Its character was set as a result of unified
ownership since Edward Alleyn bought land in 1605
and 1606.

That character is still one of a surprising
proportion of green open space and trees.

There was a population density of one person to
the acre in the 1850s, rising to eight to the acre
in 1911, at a time when parts of Camberwell had
140 to the acre.

Today there are still only 18 to the acre in 1995.




PRICE LIST

Minimum Charge 2 Miles or under £2.00
Price per mile (or part of) over 2 miles £0.80
Bridge money £1.00
Wait & Return £3.00
Waiting time (per hour) £8.00

NOTES
Mileage charged from pick-up point to destination
Half fare return charged on wait & return journeys
Animals carried at drivers discretion
Bridge money paid for crossing the water
The first 10 minutes waiting time is free
Prices will differ only at Christmas & New Year

Eagle Cars 122a Church Road Upper Norwood London SE19 2UG

PRICED DESTINATIONS

Heathrow Airport
Gatwick Airport
Stanstead Airport
Victoria (coaché&train)
Liverpool St. Station
Paddington Station
Kings Cross &

St. Pancras Stations
Euston Station
Waterloo

London Bridge

The City & West End

£20.00
£18.00
£36.00
£9.00

£12.00
£12.00

£12.00
£11.00
£8.00
£9.00
£10.00

Any other prices quoted on request

Telephone : 0181 653 6000

° Chartered Surveyors
and Valuers

° Project Managers

° Investment and
Development
Consuliants

ROWAN CHARTERED SURVEYORS
37 Gawer Road London SE24 LS 0171978 9737
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THE DULWICH ESTATES GOVERNORS
Jeremy Gotch, Chairman

The Estates Governors wholeheartedly supports the initiative of the Dulwich
Society in proposing and working to set up the Dulwich Conservation Trust.
The Trust may have other objectives but one of its principal aims will be to take
over certain responsibilities of the Scheme of Management now administered
by the Estates Governors. This we welcome and have aleady provided
information and cooperation to the ad hoc Working Party.

We have promised practical  and financial assistance to the Trust to help it
deal with cash flow problems in the early months. We are also working closely
with the ad hoc group to provide inforrnation which enables them to formulate
their plans. Most important of all we are committed to maintain very close
communication with the Trust so that the two organizations can ensure that
each adopts similar standard of control and policy towards design.

The strength of the present initiative is that it has recognized and set out to
achieve the best scheme which is possible. Fears have been expressed that the
Estates Governors will sell land in Dulwich outwith the Scheme of
Management. These fears are groundless. Since the inception of the Scheme,
the Estate has ensured that all sales of freeholds within the Scheme area have
been subject to the Scheme. It has always been and remains the policy of the
Governors that all Sales on the Estate should be subject to the Scheme of
Management.

Another understandable concern have been the cost of the Scheme. The
intention of the original Scheme was that it should be self-financing. No
Charitable Trustees could have undertaken to manage a Scheme of this nature
which did not provide for a recovery of costs.

Over the years, experience has taught us that some legitimate costs cannot
be recovered under the present Scheme, and neither the Conservation Trust
nor the Estate Governors could tolerate this situation without seeking to amend
the Scheme so that full recovery is possible.

So the choice is between a Scheme which the enfranchised freeholders can,
through the Conservation Trust, set at the level of control and monitoring and
consequently of cost, which they choose, or alternatively a Scheme where this
control is exercised by the Governors. It would seem to be in the interests of
all that the Dulwich Conservation Trust should succeed and I wish it well.
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THE DULWICH VILLAGE PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Professor Peter Whiteman, Q. C., Chairman

The Dulwich Village Preservation Society (DVPS) believes that the Scheme
of Management has been beneficial to the Dulwich Estate and believes that the
Scheme should continue in the future. Two matters of considerable importance
are that the Estates Governors cannot retire from the Scheme of Management
without the consent of the residents and any application to the Leasehold
Valuation Tribunal to replace the Governors as managers will only succeed if the
residents agree.

The DVPS supports the principle of the transfer but six vital points concern
us. The Estates Governors own land within the Scheme of Management must
be subjected to the same restrictions as the land owned by individual residents.
Secondly, since the Estates Governors will be relieved of a very significant
financial burden, it is only right that they should make a signficant
contribution to meet the costs of the Trust and we are concerned at the level of
that contribution.

Thirdly, a wholly comprehensive Business Plan for the creation and
subsequent operation of the Trust must be produced prior to any agreement so
that residents can be made fully aware of the financial obligations that they are
undertaking. Fourthly, it is fundamental that full information about the prior
financial history of the Scheme of Management should be made available and
that qualified accountants acting on behalf of the residents should have
unrestricted access to all the financial records.

Fifthly, the Trust must be truly accountable and responsible to the residents
so that the Trust does not become remote and lose touch with the very people it
is supposed to represent. The final matter is that the transfer of the Scheme of
Management must be approved by the residents by referendum held for that
purpose. Only those who wish to enjoy the benefits and suffer the
corresonding burdens of the Conservation Trust’s proposals should be subjected
to the Scheme of Management.

A referendum on an area by area basis before any proposals are put to the
Leasehold Valuation Tribunal is absolutely essential. Residents are in an
extremely strong bargaining position to ensure that the maximum concessions
are extracted from the Governors so that the new Trust is set up on a proper and
secure basis and the residents are not exposed to undue financial burden. The
DVPS will not express a view on whether such a transfer should take place until
the terms have been discussed by our membership.
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ON OUR BIKES!

Gradually, people are realising the potential of cycling to help solve our urban
transport problems. After a long decline, cycling is on the increase again. The
Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution has recommended as a target
that 10% of all journeys should be done by cycle by the year 2005.

This target will not, of course, be achieved without better conditions for cycling.
Already there are more bikes than cars in the country, but the bikes are not used,
or are under used, because of fear of traffic. One initiative towards making things
better for cyclists is a planned 1,000 mile network of cycle routes in London, for
which central government is providing funds. In Southwark this network
includes a cycle route running north/south, through Dulwich, to the City. This
route will link up with other routes, running east/west and to Westminster.

Southwark commissioned consultants to design this north/south route and
Dulwich Society people have had extensive discussions with the consultants and
with the borough on the proposed route. The resulting design was approved by
Southwark Council in May. Implementation will begin at the north end of the
route (near theThames) and move southwards over the next few months.

The route will, as much as possible, avoid main roads. It will include features to
help cyclists, such as “Advance Stop Lines”. These let cyclists wait at red traffic
lights in front of vehicles, so that they are visible to drivers. This makes it much
safer for cyclists when the lights turn green, especially if they are turning right.
Reesearch has also shown that advance stop lines assist vehicle traffic, by avoiding
a mix-up of cyclists and vehicles. So everyone gains!

The route through Dulwich will take advantage of the expanding network of
traffic-calmed streets. It will run through the Village, along Calton Avenue and
link up with the Greendale cycle path. It will pass several of the Dulwich
schools.

We have pressed Southwark to include in the design of the route as much
separation as possible of cyclists from vehicles and we shall be keeping in touch
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with the engineers over this during the implementation of the route. We hope
that the resulting route will encourage mote people to commute to work by
cycle and to use parts of the route for other purposes, such as older children
cycling to school.

Amongst other routes being planned is one linking the various parks. This has
been named the South London Parksway Route. It will run from Brockwell
Park, through Dulwich, to Peckham Rye and beyond. As well as Southwark,
Lambeth and Lewisham are planning routes, eg a route along R osendale Road,
linking in with a route to the West End.

Using bikes regulatly to get about also improves health. Many of us don’t get
enough exercise and obesity is a widespread problem, even for children. A report
published by the British Medical Association has shown that, statistically, the
improved longevity from regular cycling outweighs the risks of reduced life
expectancy from cycling accidents. And this is doubly true for cycling on safe
routes.

The Dulwich Society’s Traffic and Transport Committee has set up a sub-group
to bring local cyclists together to work on cycling issues. If you would like to get
in touch with this group, please telephone one of us. We plan to arrange a
meeting during the next few months to discuss the priority issues to take
forward.

Guwen McConachie 0181-670 4049
Isaac Marks 0181-6936611

David Hollis 0181-693 6703
Alastair Hanton 0181-6932618
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THE VENUE
FOR EVERY
WEDDENG Established since 1854

122 Church Road
Crystal Palace

THREE MAGNIFICENT London SE19 2UG
BANQUETING SUITES Tel: 0181 653 6622

Fax: 0181 771 1506
EACH SELF CONTAINED TWO INTIMATE
[IWITH BAR+DANCE FLOOR DINING ROOMS

WE CAN ACCOMMODATE 10-600 GUESTS

* FREE BRIDAL SUITES <~ 150 ENSUITE BEDROOMS AT
SPECIAL RATES *

* A PROFESSIONAL TEAM OF CHEFS ABLE TO CREATE
MENUS FROM EVERY CONTINENT *

* COMPETITIVE PRICES+MENU PACKAGES TO SUIT
ALL *

[* SELF CATERING KITCHEN + ROOM HIRE OPTION *

CALL MAURICE KAVENAGH ON 0181 653 6622
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Hilton Music
Group

Music for any occasion
Classical/Light

Tel: 0181-693 8414
Fax: 0181-6931479

Les Routiers Casserole Award
1992/1993

GREAT VALUE
SET PRICE MENU
FULL A LA CARTE ALSO AVAILABLE
PRIVATE PARTIES CATERED FOR
Open for Sunday Lunch
0181 674 6060

272 ROSENDALE ROAD HERNE HIiLl. SE24
(OPPOSITE BROCKWELL PARK)

COUNSELLING
FOR
POSITIVE LIVING

David PO"EV Dip Couns
Qualified counsellor
Counselling for:

o Eating disorders: Anorexia,
Bulimia and Compulsive
eating

o Emotional and relationship
issues

o Dyslexics who may be
experiencing low self esteem
and stress

Member of the British Association for Counselling

Available for consultations at
Harley Street and other centres in
London and the South East

Tel: 01428 654 654

Exclusive 18+ fashion for
the discerning lady

Maximus 33 Dulwich Village
Tel:0181 299 6761
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WHAT’S GOOD FOR THE GEESE...

by
Paul Bradbeer

The rising outrage against Canada Geese, which have gained a fine
reputation as Dulwich’s leading public nuisance, demands some explanation of
their origin, expansion and the issues of population control. American colonists
in the 17th century first presented them to Charles II for his wildfowl collection
in St. James’s Park. Then they spread to many aristocratic estates and even 25
years ago, when I started birding as a child, Canada Geese were still strongly
associated with ornamental lakes in the grounds of historic houses.

Expansion of reservoir construction and gravel pit excavation contributed
strongly to their increase by expanding the amount of suitable habitat. Branded
as pests and re-located on a large scale in the 1950s and 1960s, they were
initially welcomed by wildfowlers but when they provided such poor sport they
were left in peace to multiply.

Their numbers increased from 4,000 birds in 1953, 10,500 in 1957, 30,000
in 1984 and have been increasing at such a rate they now figure in excess of
60,000. While foxes may take a few juveniles or weak individuals Canada Geese
do not experience any significant natural predation so the main constraint on
numbers is the carrying capacity of suitable habitat.

This capacity may already have been reached in Dulwich Park. Although 40
or so birds used the park lake in summer I have seen only a single brood of two
goslings. Indeed as the current figure represents a decline from the 80-100 in
previous summers, it is possible that the surplus in population is already
dispersing naturally to other areas.

Town parks with their combination of ponds, with islands for breeding and
dense swards of short grass for feeding, have accounted for much of the
original increase, bringing Canada Geese abruptly into the public domain, A
barrage of complaints about their trampling grass into mud, fouling surfaces and
nearby buildings with excrement and their noise has prompted the Wildfowl
and Wetlands Trust to launch a systematic national survey into their numbers,
movements and environmental impact with the objective of assessing the case
for controlling the population. The survey will last into next year.

As these researches are still in progress, conclusions about their ecological
impact are still somewhat tentative and confidential. But whatever damage they
inflict on local amenities the argument for controlling them on strictly ecological
grounds is weak. They co-exist harmoniously with other wildfowl. They do
not interfere with the nesting of others.
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Dulwich Park lake, which has hosted up to 140 Canada geese, is a case in
point. Coots - several broods are out on the water at the time of writing -
Moorhens, Mallards and Tufted Ducks all breed just as they did 20 years ago and
the Canada Geese are highly tolerant of their presence. But sheer pressure of
opinion may persuade local authorities to control Canada Geese on amenity
grounds alone, although I think to kill, it would be necessary to demonstrate a
public health risk or ecological damage. As the Departmert of the Environment
treats applications to cull or to prick eggs as confidential it is difficult to obtain
an overall picture of the state of control. So far London Councils have tackled
the issue on an individual basis and this lack of coordination will enable Canada
Geese to recognise purged areas, their flight lines acknowledging no political
boundaries.

One council tried egg pricking but found it had limited effect. Another
council controversially resorted to the gun and cleared Battersea Park lake but in
the process alienated a whole swathe of public opinion. With the growth of
public awareness about nature conservation, there is a massive presumption
(however ill-informed and sentimental it may seem) that any destruction of
wildlife is cruel and unjustified. Predators like crows and gulls are destroyed at
tern colonies but such measures take place discreetly out of the public eye at
remote coastal sites - remote from Dulwich anyway.

Such discretion is hard to maintain in the case of urban Canada Geese
and, what is more, many people even like them, including some birders and
the inhabitants of Dulwich. Feeding the Canada Geese (and other waterfowl,
especially Black Headed Gulls in the winter) gives pleasure to countless children,

| Calloto Locksmiths |

| 241RS MOBILE No 0860 361 069 |

| © DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS FITTED |
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| CARRIED OUT

| © SECURITY BARS, GRILLES, GATES

| @ BAILIFF & JUDICIAL OPENINGS

| © KEYLESS LOCKS, ENTRY PHONES
| SAFES

| @ COMPETITIVE RATES-

| WE INVOICE COMPANIES

| @ WE ARE MASTER LOCKSMITHS

| Re& BEECH COURT, 69 WOOD VALE, LONDON 8223
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although the consequent accumulation of bread and other detritus is seriously
polluting the lake.

However misdirected this habit of feeding the lake’s wildfowl, there is no
doubt that its boldest and most conspicuous inhabitant, the Canada Goose,
provides many people, especially visitors from inner-city areas, with a valued
contact with wildlife.

The perception of visitors to Dulwich Park ought to be considered, for their
opinions on the issue of culling would rightly carry as much weight with
Southwark Council as the chorus of outrage against the species from residents of
Dulwich. If a cull were to be enacted in Dulwich in isolation from
surrounding areas and without a public information campaign it would only
temporarily solve the problem and probably provoke a wave of sympathy in
favour of the Canada Goose, with its status transformed from vandal to victim.

HEDGEHOGS, BEETLES, FROGS, ETC

The Wildlife Sub-Commuitee of the Dulwich Society says:

A. H. Coles of the British Hedgehog Preservation Society advises that
its main enemies are cars, strimmers and slug pellets. The last enter thrushes and
hedgehogs via poisoned slugs and snails. “Discourage pellets, encourage
hedgehogs” should be our slogan.

Nesting sites may be in any garden. Please check long grass and hedge
bottoms before wielding gardening tools.

Among the Society’s aims is the giving of advice on the care of hedgehogs,
in particular those suffering misfortune.

Stag Beetles

There has been an encouraging response to the previous Newsletter’s request
for record of Stag Beetle prompting the Recorder to thank all contributors,
members and non-members who were kind enough to take part.  Up to June
25, the first were seen on the wing at the end of May followed by frequent
and widespread appearances in and immediately outside our area. The full
picture will be ready after July.

And Toads

There seems to be a dozen frogs, and bigger than ever in every Dulwich
garden this year but where are the toads, the ones with warts? Records of the
latter please to 0181-693 1666.
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ST STEPHEN’S VISION

In 1868, more than 125 years ago, only a handful of people lived on a few dairy
farms and in modern gracious villas in the leafy part of Surrey now known as
Dulwich. St Stephen’, in the woods on College Road, a beauitful neo-Gothic
church was commissioned from the famous Victorian archiect, Sir Charles
Barry, to seat a congregation of 700. This vision and foresight has given the
parishioners a place of community and peaceful prayer, built by private
subscription without endowments and with the extra, priceless gift of a fresco by
Sir Edward Poynter.

Today, despite the enormous damage sustained during the blitz, St Stephen’s
Church has survived to help and serve the community especially the young and
the temporary hall, built in 1947, is still in use today. For the 1990s, the church
has been refurbished and updated with modern amenities and now offers mid-
week services, groups, recitals, contact with other local churches, community
projects and a “helpline,” all of which are beginning to flourish.

Yet still the very diverse and differing needs of the parish present the parishioners
with a challenge.

To celebrate the 125th anniversary of the parish church the interior was re-
ordered to welcome and provide for all the spiritual and cultural needs of a
living and experiencing community. With the re-developments completed and
to make the work bear fruit, the parishioners are resolved to replace the
deteriorating temporary hall and to provide a warm, bright and welcoming
meeting place, the quadrangle hall, open seven days providing a venue for
meetings, social gatherings and schools in fact for all groups who want to
come together.

The church’s mission is to enhance the beauty and prayerfulness of the church
by increasing the space for worship and to maximise its flexibility of use for

music and art, community groups, the elderly and the disabled. As a focal point
for the whole parish the hall will hold more than 200 people and provide a
flexible space for a neighbourhood sorely in need of facilities.
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The church believes with your help over the next five years every donation or
covenant will help to work towards a future for the neighbourhood, pulling all
parts of the community together and enriching the visual and acoustic
beauty of a church so close to London.

To share in the church’s vision, you can help right now by making a donation,
taking out a covenant or even buying a brick. For more informnation, please
contact:  The Quadrangle Hall Appeal Secretary, St Stephen’s

Church, College Road, London, SE2I 7HN.
Telephone: 0181-766 7281, Facsimile: 0181-265 7828.

Bank details: National Westminster Bank, Crystal Palace
Branch. Sort code: 60-15-32. Account No: 3159069.

St Stephen’s Church, College Road, in peaceful countryside photographed by Emile Zola (1840-1902)
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SPRINGERS WINE BAR
75 East Dulwich Grove, East Dulwich, London SE22
0181-693-3549

Come and join us at "Springers", where a
warm welcome awaits, be it a meal from
the full a {a carte menu, a (ight snack or
merely a drink you desire. Head chef
Marcus Gaffey will tantalise  your
appetite with fis culinary skills from the
constantly changing menu while you
enjoy the extensive range of wines and
beers from around the world,

During the summer, enjoy eating "Al
Fresco' in our exquisitely flowered
secluded garden behind the restaurant.

COMPLIMENTARY BOTTLE OF OUR HOUSE WINE, WHEN ORDERING

A LA CARTE MEAL FOR FOUR, ON PRESENTATION OF THIS LEAFLET
Of fer fimited to one feaflet per table of four. Of fer closes 30IR September 1995,

in aid of

Friends of Athol House London
Cheshire Home

Saturday 11th November

St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village

10.30am - 2.30pm

Grand Raffle, Tombola, Cakes, Plants, Toys, Bric-a-Brac,

Refreshments

Make a date in your diary

New to you Clothes, Books, Crafts, Christmas Gifts + Cards.
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THAT SPIRE AGAIN

The Churchi Of England Newspaper on June 23, 1995, published an article

headed “Dulwich church gets a glass spire”:

Construction has started on the first ever British
church to have a glass spire. The former
Victorian parish church of St Barnabas, Dulwich,
south London, burnt down three years ago and
its replacement - a very difterent edifice - is now

being built.

The new St Barnabas will be a brick and slate
building, and the glass spire is intended to cast
light on to the square worship area directly
beneath it. “At night we want the spire to glow
and we will probably be leaving some lights on

so that it actsas a kind of beacon,” says the Rev
Richard Cantley.

On June 30, 1995, the newspaper published the following letter from Dr

Michael Twaddle, of Dovercourt Road, Dulwich, SE22:
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It is sad for a local parishioner and church

member to read the Rev Cantleys words... on
Dulwich church gets glass spire.

This ugly feature has aroused deep opposition

in the local community. A petition of objection
was presented by over 600 residents of surrounding
roads to Southwark Council and permission to build

it and other features of the design was only

granted on the casting vote of the Council’s

leader ata packed planning meeting ata local
school. This was because permission could not be

refused on purely planning grounds and the costs of
any appeal would be prohibitive for the Council.
However, in response to local opinion Southwark
Council did place certain restrictions on the
proposed glass spire - only specially obscured

glass (emitting and admitting no more than 50 per
cent light) to be used in its construction; no
internal lights to be on at night outside times of
church services, and no lights to be directed
upwards into it from any inside the church at any

time.

In these circumstances, it is wrong for the

Vicar of St Barnabas, Dulwich, to say, “At night we
want the spire to glow and we will probably be
leaving some lights on so that it acts as a kind

of beacon.”

This is the time for the Church in Dulwich to
re-build bridges with the local community and to
concentrate upon spreading the Christian message

both here and abroad, rather than indulging in

further unnecessary and inflammatory words.
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NEW MASTERS FOR OLD

The exhibition of the Conservation Of Old Masters at the Dulwich Picture
Gallery which runs until September 10 is of a very specialist and unusual nature.
The idea of presenting the problems faced in restoration to the general public is
certainly an imaginative one. The twelve paintings tackled are more colourful
after the removal of the earlier varnishes but also cooler in tone, which the
gallery’s photographs of before and after cleaning tend to exaggerate.

As the conservators point out, much of the restoration was concerned with
the structural condition of the pictures. Some of the paintings had been relined
in the past and needed relining again, others had pieces of other canvas by other
artists added to them.

Canvas with time becomes very brittle particularly when it s attached to the
stretcher and the removal and substitution is a very slow painstaking process and
as a consequence a very costly one, made possible in the Dulwich experience by
a generous grant from the Getty Grant Program.

My own experience of picture cleaning, experimenting with dark oil
paintings, which usually turned out to be copies of minor Dutch artists,
covered with layers of dirty copal varnish from the resin of tropical trees.
Republished books by Church, Laurie and most recently Meyer made the
whole project interesting and worthwhile. Harold Speed, the most
knowledgeable on the actual process of earlier oil painting, criticised the
cleaning of the Velasquez painting of Philip IV in the National Gallery:

“Alas, the thin final painting with its warm scumbles [a thin opaque coat
which gives a softer duller effect] and pearly films of paint that I have been
trying to describe and which are so delightful. Alas! it is no more. By all means
get the dirt off the pictures, but stop before any of the original varnish is

The handmade jewellery specialists (Member of National Association of Goldsmiths)

Dulwich Jewellers Ltd
Fine secondhand & Victorian jewellery bought and sold.

We also require for clients - Quality clocks, watches, silver, paintings and various objects d'art,

Valuations for insurance and probate, A genuine fair price will be offered for the above,
Large range of unusual jewellery, rings, pendants, earrings and bracelets set in gemstones,
Extensive stock of watches, clocks glass and bronzes
34 Lordship lane SE22 8HU 0181-693 4059
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SPORTS CLUB

Alleyn's School - Dulwich - SE22 8SU

Alleyn's Sporis Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modem sports facilities,

The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, sports hall,
gym, two multi-purpose hails;
tennis courts, cricket nets.

Activities incl: aerobics/step;
badminton; scuba diving; table
tennis; basket ball; karate:
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
sessions
During the Easter, Summer &
Winter holidays Sports Experience
day camps & courses are available
for 4 - 14 year olds {0 enjoy and
experience various multi-activities
and sporis.

Surrey League Competitive
Badminton is played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also
available
Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club -
You know its good for youl

Alleyn's Sports Club, Townlay Road, Dulwich
Tel: 0181 693 8715

GAINSFOI

Tel No: 0171 409 0401  Fax No: 0171 499 3678

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND REGISTERED

AUDITORS

We also provide a full range of taxation services
and specialise in business development

Local Partner: Anup Dalal Tel No: 0181 693 4080

D ELLIOTT & CO
4 Brook Street, London W1Y 1AA
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reached. Subtly filmy finishings and glazes incorporated with the varnish and
come away with it.”

Our concern is mainly with the Rubens painting in the Dulwich Picture
Gallery the cleaning of which must present a very difficult and delicate task.
Re-reading Speed’s book, and finding it so analytical of the process of painting,
I wonder whether some of his writing and that of ecarlier text books together
with a practical demonstration could not have been shown on a television
screen. After all, had not such care been taken by artists in the past, some of
their paintings may not have been with us today or have deteriorated as did

some of them.

R. A,

Gillian Wolfe, Head of Education at Dulwich Picture Gallery, was awarded
the M. B. E. for services to education in the Queen’s Birthday Honours. She
began teaching art at Dulwich ten years ago and since then has won seven major
awards for her work and raised £300,000 in sponsorships to run her innovative
programmes including most  recently £100,000 from the Leopold Muller
Estate. The Gallery’s Education Department has a nominal budget. The cost
of running the Department has to be raised through sponsorship and Gillian
Wolfe’s salary is paid by Southwark Borough Council.

*x * *x %

The Leopold Muller comes at a time when Dulwich Picture Gallery is
trying to secure its financial stability. Muller came to England as a refugee before
the war but his wife and daughters were victims of the Holocaust. He started a
modest restaurant and by 1960 had created the de Vere chain of hotels. Having
no surviving children, he bequeathed his estate to be used for charitable
purposes. More than 200 causes have benefited, mainly projects devoted to
health, welfare, the education of children and leading museums and art galleries.
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DEATH, PASSION AND POLITICS

“Paintings and their context” at the Dulwich Picture Gallery is the first of a
series of exhibitions which, judging from the published leaflets, refer largely to
the background of the subjects portrayed. In the case of the first exhibition
“Death, Passion and Politics,” from October 18 to January 14, 1996, it must
engender a lot of interest in the paintings for the layman but whether it adds to
his knowledge of painting as such seems doubtful.

Social background is important as, of course, is patronage. Witness this
exhibition made possible through the generosity of Mercury Asset Management.
The more demand for paintings, the more skill and confidence will be acquired
by the artist and, in the days before photography, he was a necessary and
important member of society. Paintings do not only appeal to artists and those
interested in technique but provide much documentary evidence of events and
people in the past.

Coming exhibitions will, no doubt, include more pictorial work with more
historic information provided by the detail in the paintings. Catalogues which
will accompany the exhibitions will include a series of articles by a number of
authorities justifying such eye-catching titles as “Death, Passion and Politics.”

However, the over-riding attraction of the first to art enthusiasts will be the
interpretations of the subject matter by Van Dyck, after Rubens the most
prominent Flemish painter of the 17th century, and the fact that two of these
paintings are owned by the Gallery.

Lady Digby (Venetia Stanley) wife of Sir Kenelm Digby, English courtier,
diplomat, naval commander, philosopher, scientist and author, died in 1633. On
her deathbed, she must have been one of the most unusual commissions that
Van Dyck ever received and demonstrates his professionalism in the fine design
he produced.

It is possible to read too much into the construction of the painting but it
appears to be made up of a series of triangles or pyramids. Was the pyramid still
thought of as a symbol of a tomb or was it Van Dyck’s feeling and knowledge of
design that suggested this severe construction? The idea of commemorating

with portraits and monuments of the recently departed is as old as the pyramids
and the spectator will be reminded that one of the reasons for the building of the
present Gallery was that of a monument to the deceased.

R.A.
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Building a Suburb

This is the second instalment of Mr Nurse’s fascinating account of the
planning of Dulwich as a suburban estate between 1892 and 1920.
The study is based on work undertaken for the MA in London studies
at Birkbeck College, University of London, and these are extracts
from an article published in The London Journal (1994) reprinted by
kind permission of the author.

Pressures for change and the Estate Governors’
response 1892 - 1902.

After a relatively quiet period in the building trade in London, the period from
the mid-1880s to the early 1900s saw a massive expansion of new housing, The
population was growing rapidly, real wages were rising, and workmen’s fares and
shorter working hours made suburban living possible for many people. Many
wanted to escape from the overcrowded, insanitary conditions of the centre
where residential property was giving way to more commercial and industrial
development. Once the large number of houses left vacant in the 1880s were
occupied, builders sensed a growing demand for new property with the latest
facilities, such as gas lighting and bathrooms.

In the adjacent areas to Dulwich new housing in this period was predominantly
for the expanding lower middle class. This sector comprised the better paid
clerks, artisans and tradesmen, distinguished from the working classes by their
ability to afford a servant, and from the upper middle classes by their inability to
afford more than one per family. They were looking for substantial terraced or
semi-detached three or four-bedroom housing.

The process was recorded by Charles Booth around 1900. In the district which
he called Outer South London, he described what was happening. To the east of
Dulwich, in Lewisham, he found ‘a new population overwhelming the old. (The
rich have gone. Clerks and commercial travellers have taken their place;) and

PERSONAL COUNSELLING
by appointment
Dr Alec Martin C. Psychol. FBPsS
Chartered Counselling and Occupational Psychologist
Specialist in work-related and other personal difficulties
Tel: 0181 699 9056 * Fax: 0181 291 9565
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Mine hosts Barney el Sandra Maguire
invite you to visit The Villager

Restaurant at Dulwich's finest inn

Open daily for lunches 12 noon - 2.30pm
Evenings Monday - Saturday 5.30pm to 9pm
Sunday roast a speciality

Ao Mt
Bookings now being accepted for our traditional Christitas
Menu in our Restaurant &l Function Rooii
Please phowne for menu

DULWICH SUITE

Premier venue for wedding receptions, banquets and buffets
Ideal for business seminars, training, and presentations

73 DULWICH VILLAGE LONDON SE22
TELEPHONE 0181-693 5616

A Taylor Walker Herltage lnn
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below them a great and growing population of wage earners” To the west, in
Norwood, ‘the old families and the really rich have gone, the new houses are
the homes of City men of moderate means’ and many working class. Similar
changes were witnessed in Balham, Upper Tooting and Streatham.

Dulwich was closer to the centre of London than many other undeveloped
parts and benefited from good railway links, especially from Herne Hill and
North Dulwich stations. It was a particularly desirable area for the lower
middle class and the better off members of the working class who had already
moved into neighbouring districts,. However, most of the governors wanted to
attract families who would support the schools of the charity and in  particular
wealthy families who would support Dulwich College. They were anxious,
therefore, to provide housing of the highest class possible and were prepared to
refuse permission to undesirable developments. They were able to stipulate to
builders the minimum values and therefore sizes of houses allowed, and could
divide the state into distinctive zones with the area around Dulwich College
kept free from any building. Planning decisions could be rigorously enforced
through the estate office.

Builders could not be compelled to erect houses which they did not expect to
sell, and reluctance to change earlier policies meant development proceeded
slowly. Thus plans were first drawn up for land near Herne Hill  station in 1893
and 1894. The last houses were constructed thirty years later. In 1907, Charles
E. Barry, who had then suceeded his father as surveyor to the estate, described
what had occurred on a 21 acre site here known as Springfield, off Half Moon
Lane. ‘A great number of these houses, which formed part of the Springfield
Estate, remained unsold and unlet for many years ... It should be stated that the
less expensive houses, erected at a cost of £500 per house, on the subsidiary
roads of the Springfield Estate commanded a ready sale as soon as built’.

Except for the large Springfield development, builders usually worked on a
number of small plots. The governors accepted all offers for large detached
houses such as one for a minimum of £2,000 in College Road, one for £1,250
on Denmark Hill and another for £1,200 in Court Lane. They rejected offers
to build two semi-detached houses at £500 in Calton Avenue because they
wanted larger houses there, and also an offer from the same builder for £500
houses in Court Lane ‘on the basis that the houses he desires to erect are not
sufficiently good enough for Court Lane, but may be accepted for some other
part of the estate, Croxted Road, near the railway viaduct at Herne Hill, was
one such area where they agreed exceptionally to 20 terraced houses costing
£375 each with narrow frontages of 18 feet.
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The increase in building activity encouraged the governors to commission a
further report in 1898 on the land ripe for development from the surveyors who
had reported in 1892, now called Smith, Son and Oakley. They even
recommended a higher density housing than before as ‘since 1892 there has been
a considerable tendency to reduce the size, cost and character of the houses and
plots on suburban building estates. As it is necessary to meet the public demand
we have in this report somewhat reduced the estimated cost of the houses and
the depth of the plots mentioned in our report of 1892’ From this time
onwards, the governors were prepared to accept housing for the lower middle
classes on the boundaries and northern part of the estate.

An indication of the reductions in value which the governors allowed and the
sophisticated variations in costs prepared for different roads can be seen by
comparing the minimum values stipulated for a group of houses in Woodwarde
Road, Eynella Road and Court Lane near Dulwich Park. The governors’
values in 1892 for Court Lane (north side} and Woodwarde Road were £1,000;
Oakley and Penfold the same year suggested £700-£900 for Court Lane
{(north side) and Woodwarde Road. In 1900 the governors agreed to £600 for
40 houses in Woodwarde Road and the new Eynella Road, while keeping to
£1,000 minimum for those in Court Lane.

The governors were receptive to changes in plans as long as the minimum values
were maintained. One builder, J. Frampton, for example, who had already
built ten houses in Eynella Road, in 1902, finds that there is much more
demand for two-storeyed houses than those of three storeys’ and proposed a
‘more covnenient’ plan with the bedrooms all on one floor, the frontage
increased from 24 to 26 feet and the depth of the houses increased by five feet.
The next eleven houses on the north-west side of the road were therefore built
to the revised plan. Most of the two-storey BEdwardian houses on the estate
with accommodation for one servant date from after these times. The cheaper
houses had long back extensions and narrow frontages.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 24 HOUR SERVICE
Over 100 Years of Experience — Established 1881
The family business that still offers you a personal service
375 LORDSHIP LANE SE22 0181-693 1526 o
126 FOREST HILL RD. SE22 0181-693 4160 AND BRANCHES

CHAPELS OF REST MONUMENTAL MASONS
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“The rapidly changing character of the neighbourhood’ observed by the
governors was described at greater length by local clergymen to the investigators
employed by Charles Booth. The minister of the Herne Hill Tabernacle in Half
Moon Lane describes the residents of his district to the east of Herne Hill as:

well-to-do. Separated from poor streets by Railway arches,

- increasingly slowly owing to policy of Dulwich Estate only
granting 84 leases and insisting on well-built houses ... All keep at
least one servant ... A few are Germans, all employed in City or
markets - fruit and flower and meat salesmen. Starting to work at
2 or 3 and back in the early afternoon and pressmen who do the
opposite ... Very few retired men - only stay as long as they have
to go to work then move elsewhere - access to Holborn, City
and Victoria very easy.

The vicar of St Barnabas, Calton Avenue (Reverend Howard Nixon) divided
his parish into three parts. The wealthy lived south of the Art Gallery, were
connected with Dulwich College and attended the Old College Chapal.
Those servants, gardeners, tradesmen and others, who depended for their
employment on the better off residents, lived in the village. North of the village
were clerks who worked in London, earned about /£4 a week and were ‘living
up to the hilt’ His congregation was mainly lower middle class and the new
streets around Alleyn’s School, with some working class in the village.

The Reverend Beeby, vicar of All Saints, West Dulwich, thought most of his
parish neither rich nor poor, often business men working in the City markets
with an increasing number of newspaper men, just as in Herne Hill. ‘The
richer people are moving out to Beckenham and Bromley. There has been a
complete change of character in the last fourteen years: then everyone had
something to do with India... drawn by the nearness of Dulwich College (and
the Girls’ Public Day School in Sydenham). These have almost all gone now!
By the end of the nineteenth century, therefore, Dulwich was experiencing the
loss of its most wealthy residents to more country districts, a rapid turnover of
the better off middle class population who stayed while they wanted easy access
to work in the City or local schools, and an influx of the lower middle class to
new areas where lower cost housing was available.

Working class housing and the local authority,
1902-1904.

Although new housing in the surrounding areas was mostly for the lower middle
class and accepted on some of the Dulwich estate, a large working class element
could be found in parts of Norwood, Gypsy Hill, Forest Hill and East Dulwich.
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The governors successfully fought any proposals, such as the introduction of
tramways offering cheap fares to work, which would have made the area more
attractive to the working classes. These were bitterly opposed in Dulwich as
some other parts of London on the particular grounds that the value of the
property along the routes would be lowered. The hills which surrounded
the estate had protected the area from through traffic; the nearest main road was
that linking Streatham to Croydon, two miles away. The governors objection
to the Crystal Palace Light Railways Company’s proposals, however, brought
them into conflict with Camberwell Borough Council, which believed that the
governors could do more to develop the estate. In 1902, the council established
a sub-committee, chaired by Councilior A. T. Moore, to report on its
management, with special regard to increasing the income.

Camberwell Borough Council posed a serious threat and the chairman of the
governors privately voiced his concern to the sympathetic Charity
Commissioners in an interview the followng year.

The Borough of Camberwell may apply for powers and build on
the very best part of the estate... Camberwell would build towering
flats. We have often been asked to sanction the building of flats but
have always resisted...bringing vast numbers of people out of
Camberwell might entirely wreck the whole estate. The Estate
Governors are to a great extent College Governors and so far we
have always had the interests of the schools at heart as well as the
Estates ...Our requirements and your requirements are such as to
deter speculative builders from coming on to the Estate for the
purpose of building cottage properties.

However, the governors did recognise building houses for the middle classes
created a need for housing the workmen who provided services for residents.
They proposed, therefore, to build their own working-class dwellings and
retain control over the site and letting. The preferred position was near the
village, between Court Lane and Woodwarde Road. The surveyor drew up
plans for 24 single cottages to be let at 10s 6d per week and 18 double tenement
cottages at 9s week, providing accommodation therefore for 60 families at an
estimated cost of £18,000. It was estimated that the income from rents would
pay the interest on a 50 year loan and other expenses leaving a small surplus.

In the event the cottages which were built in Dekker Road cost more than
£18,000, the Charity Commission insisted on a shorter loan period and the
governors had to budget for a small deficit. However the buildings were
completed by 1905 and Camberwell Borough Council did not pursue the
matter; satisfied for the time being that additional working class housing had
been provided at no cost to the ratepayers.
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OLIVER'S

ELECTRICAL & BUILDING CONTRACTOR
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

24 CALL OUT
20 Hackington Crescent MrN R OLIVER

Beckenham, Kent TEL: 0181 658 8506
BR3 1RZ MOBILE 0378 623 214

MAGGIE's

'The uitimate in home cleaning'
Tel: 0181-777 9713
. R egular monthly, Bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your

equirements
MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of uniformed ladies are here to dust your blues away

..We are in your area now.  Ring us on our rnobile telephone 0860-367 857

BONTON ROULET

<« Jet the good times roll > >

OPEN FOR DINNER TUESDAY TO SATURDAY FROM 6.30PM
HOUSE WINES.£6.50 OR BRING YOUR OWN (CORKAGE £1 .50)
Now at
43 Tulse Hill, London SW2 Tel: 0181 678 0380

M mber of Buildmg Eﬁﬁﬁloy@rs Confedaranm
"76 Fem!ea Roma*Lo

ndau SWIZ %&W (0181) 875 1.343

37




WHOOPSY DAISY

Many have been charmed recently to observe a neat small equipage, with low-
slung chassis and brightly-displayed bodywork, dashing hither and yon over the
lawns of Dulwich Park under the proud control of its skilled operative. This is
neither a roving auxiliary grass-cutter for snipping off resistant bents, nor a
prototype golf-trolley for retrieving loose balls on Council driving ranges. The
gleaming white square box behind the driver gives it away. It is The Fantastic
Flying Faeces Finder: our new super-duper pooper-scooper. It swoops around
after four-legged friends, cleaning up after them. There is probably also a Relief
Canine Relief Operative to drive it, on days when the principal driver can no
longer take the strain.

It might be a suitable gesture if this magnificent initiative could be funded by
dog-owners on whose account all this activity takes place, out of the proceeds of
a generous dog-licence fee. Otherwise one (or perhaps two of the rest of us
animal welfare enthusiasts) should possibly welcome this, as heralding the
introduction of high technology into humane control of wild-life throughout
the green open spaces of Dulwich, since gentle exhortation of the dog-owning
) have evidently

public into labour-intensive manual methods (e.g. “Pick it up !”

failed.

This could be just the beginning of a succession of sporty little run-abouts in the
park, which will provide splendid kiddy-car training for tomorrow’s drivers of
British Telecom vans. The FFFF will be followed, and probably pursued, by the
Cruising Canada Goose Gooser, with its long front protuberance, which sneaks
quietly up behind large birds and scares them by doing rude things to them.
And then the Nippy Squirrel Nutkin Nut Cracker, whose little operation speaks
for itself, and the Wandering Waste Receptacle Prophylactic Popper which
places large plastic bags over waste-paper bins in the evening to stop them
breeding at night. Science will never cease to amaze and stupefy us, so we shall
all be duly impressed and learn to pay for it happily through our Council Tax.
Won't that be nice ?

W.PH.

KEEP DULWICH QUIET

The annual baptism of noise has started up again. Every summer, the quality of
life is ruined in this area. We cannot enjoy the peace and tranquility of our
gardens in what used to be a green and pleasant land. Apart from the almost
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continual grinding of aircraft and the constant revving of car engines over the
speed humps, we now have the annual pneumatic drills back in Calton Avenue
and Townley Road. In May, these had been with us for for the best part of two
months. We now get the constant thump of footballs being kicked by
intruders in the sportsfield behind us for hours on end every Sunday afternoon
and every evening and recently also the din of a buzz saw for hours on end
somewhere locally. It is all becoming intolerable.

E. A. Gildersleve
Dovercourt Road
East Dulwich, SE22

THE WATCHMAN TREE

May I, through your letters column, review two particular issues which featured
in the above recent article by Mr Tony Welwig regarding the Zelkova tree.

The first issue concerns the draining of the water pocket. I applaud the action
taken by the Dulwich Society in preventing the drilling of the water pocket to
drain away the stagnated water. Mr Welwig quite rightly stated that this action
would have been detrimental to the health of the tree.

THE SPIRIT OF ITALY
OPEN DAILY 12PM - 11PM

HERE AT BELLA PASTA WE OFFER THE BEST OF ITALIAN CUISINE,
MOUTHWATERING STARTERS, FABULOUS PASTA AND PIZ74 WITH
DELICIOUS DESERTS

EVERY TUESDAY EVENING FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT
WE HAVE LIVE JAZZ.

96 - 98 DULWICH VILLAGE
TO MAKE A BOOKING CALL ON

0181 693 9316
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Studies by Dr Alex Shigo, an expert in the field of modern arboriculture, have
shown that columns of wetwood and cavities with water are compartmentalised
in trees and when large holes are drilled into these areas, bark is killed, sapwood
is injured and the protection boundary about the column of wetwood or cavity
is broken. Decay causing fungi have very exacting requirements for growth and
draining water from cavities will ultimately contribute the further decay
process.

The second issue concerns the removal of a large branch from the multi-
stemmed crown. [ find it difficult to understand how anyone could possibly
calculate that the removal of a particular branch will lessen any stress on the roots
that may

be attributable to the lean. Studies by the International Society of Arboriculture
have demonstrated that trees which have been leaning for a number of years can
successfully adjust to the lean by producing reaction wood, to compensate for
the differing weight ratio of the crown and root zone, and by returning the
growth of the crown to vertical, known as self-correcting.

If one inspects the Zelkova it is clear to see the self-correcting in the growth
pattern of the crown. The majority of the crown grows in the opposite
direction to the lean. In my opinion, it was completely superfluous to remove
this particular branch on the assumption that it would reduce stress to the root

plate.

Unfortunately, as a direct result of removing a large supportive branch from the
ctown, the Zelkova tree will be forced into a stress situation by producing rapid
water shoot growth in order to replace the lost of dynamic wood. Also, the
removal of a major branch removes vital xylem and phloem channels, the
plumbing system within a tree, which will ultimately affect stability and health of
the root system.

I believe the best possible action to take to lessen the stress on roots by the lean
of the tree is to undertake crown thinning operations; reducing wind resistance
and the risk of windthrow in the future.

The only way the Zelkova will stand and witness the passage of time is by using
modern day arboricultural practices enabling this fine tree to survive for our
future generations to enjoy.

Mark Pearson
Aboricultural Officer
Southwark Council
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