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1995

Until January 14, 1996.

Friday, December 8.

Saturday, December 9.

Thursday, December 14.

1996

Thursday, January 11.

Thursday, February 8.

Saturday, February 10.
7.30 p.m.

Thursday, March 14.

Friday, March 22.

Dulwich Picture Gallery: Death Passion and
Politics. Van Dyck’s portraits of Venetia Stanley
and George Digby.

Dulwich Society Christmas Party. 8 p.m.
St Faith’s Centre, Red Post Hill, S.E.24.

Dulwich Craft Fair, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. St Barnabas
Hall, Dulwich Village, S.E.21. (See advertiser’s
offer. Page 3 opposite.)

*DDAFAS: Jane Angelini on Byzantine Art.

*DDAFAS; Hanne Sutctiffe on Treasure Tombs of
Ancient China,

*DDAFAS: Ann Sweeney on Early American
Civilisations -~ The Incas.

Lambeth Orchestra. St Luke’s Church, West
Norwood. Refreshments. Tickets: £5, £4
students, OAPs, unwaged, £2 children.

*DDAFAS: Michael Howard on Victorian Art
and Society

Dulwich Society A. G. M. 8 p.m. St Faith’s
Centre, Red Post Hill, S.E.24.

*Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society lectures are on the second Thursday
of each month at 8 p.m. in the Sixth Form Lecture Theatre, James Allen’s Girls’
School, East Dulwich Grove, Dulwich, S.E.22.

exercise your
Judgment - we did |

The Dulwich Craft Fairs are some of the few, the very
few, in the entire UK that use an independent jury of
six highly qualified craftworkers, artists and lecturers to
select the best that UK crafts have to offer.

This selection means we show the public not only the
highest quality in craft skill and attention to detail but
creativity and design flair second to none.

come and judge for yourself on

pe. bring this advert with you for half price entrance




THE STORY SO FAR

Seven consultation meetings with local residents to explain and answer
questions about the proposed Dulwich Conservation Trust (DCT) have now
been held in different parts of the district. These meetings at Alleyn’s School;
the Catholic Church Hall, Dulwich Wood Park; St Faith’s Centre, Red Post
Hill; All Saints Church, Lovelace Road; Dulwich Library, Lordship Lane; St
Barnabas Church Hall, Gilkes Place; Sydenham Hill Community Centre,
Sydenham Hill; and the Methodist Church Hall, Half Moon Lane - were
directed primarily at issues affecting the areas concerned although any resident
was invited to attend one of the other meetings nearest to hand if the date was
inconvenient. Those attending could also raise all matters of substance relating
to the proposed role of the Conservation Trust and its conduct of the Scheme of
Management. Residents were also invited to address any written questions to to
the Chairman of the Steering Committee or to the Chairman of the Dulwich
Society.

The Steering Committee comprises the following residents:

Arthur Chandler, Chairman; His Honour Judge Michael Rich, Q.C., Vice-
President, Dulwich Society; Bill Higman, Chairman, Dulwich: Society; Patrick
Spencer, Secretary, Dulwich Society; Russell Lloyd, Treasurer, Dulwich Society;
Margaret Bryan, Secretary, Tarleton Woods Residents’ Association; Adrian Hill,
Chairman, Stradella Road Residents’ Association; and Walter Williams,
Chairman, Crouchman’s Close Residents’ Association.

The composition of the committee reflects the importance attached to close
liaison with local residents’ associations. Further discussions have also taken
place with English Heritage and local authority councillors.

All this follows the public meeting held at Alleyn’s School on July 12 to
introduce proposals for the Trust. These proposals were to co-ordinate policy

MAGGIE’s

"The ultimate in home cleaning’
Tel; 0181-777 9713

R egular monthly, Bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your

equirements

MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of uniformed ladies are here to dust your blues away
We are in your area now.  Ring us on our mobile telephone 0860-367 857

for the amenity of the area; to take over regulatory powers of the Scheme of
Management from the Trustees of the Dulwich Estate; and to introduce
democratic control by residents, with full accountability to them for all money
raised and spent.

It was agreed at the meeting that detailed terms for a transfer of powers
should continue to be negotiated with the Estates Trustees; that there should be
a series of consultation meetings with residents and local residents’ associations;
that the outcome of these negotiations should be incorporated into final
proposals made and that these should be reported to the residents; and that a vote
should be taken to establish the measure and spread of support among residents
affected by the change.

By September, we were able to give residents a summary of points which
favour retaining a Scheme of Management for the Dulwich Estate and
transferring management of this scheme to a new Conservation Trust. The
following propositions do not all directly depend on each other. They aim to
provide a basis for discussion towards identifying the interests of residents which
correspond with the concerns of the local authorities and the objectives of local
residents’ associations.

Value of conservation

Conservation is environmentally important to residents throughout the
Dulwich Estate, to those who live in pre-war streets or on post-war private
estates just as much as to residents of Dulwich Village. There are many current
moves, in residential neighbourhoods both within and adjacent to the Dulwich
Estate, to establish new conservation areas. Rosendale Road in Lambeth is just
one of these areas.

Legal powers in conservation areas enable local authorities to maintain local
environments, preventing dilapidation and prohibiting unsightly alterations to
property, but they are not as effective as the legal powers which exist under the
Dulwich Scheme of Management.

Inadequacy of planning rules relating to conservation areas prompted English
Heritage to take statutory powers under the Leasehold Reform, Housing and
Urban Development Act, 1993, to retain Schemes of Management in
conservation areas where a former ground landlord has no further interest in
managing a scheme. English Heritage is prepared to use its statutory powers, if
necessary, in relation both to existing and new conservation areas within the
Dulwich Estate.




Residents’ interests

It is not in the interests of Dulwich residents to abandon the protection of
the Scheme of Management in Dulwich; even if English Heritage would allow
this to happen, while other residents are secking additional protection through
the creation of new conservation areas. The object of the proposed
Conservation Trust, and of having management of a revised Scheme for the
Dulwich Estate transferred to it, is to protect the environment of the whole of
this area, as a historically significant unit and to safeguard the value of property
within it.

The purpose of transferring management of a revised Scheme to a
Conservation Trust is to put it under the control of residents and make it
accountable to them both financially and in its conservation policy. The
existence of a Conservation Trust would help to resolve the conflict of interest
which at present exists, between the Estates Trustees’ duty as charitable trustees
to obtain the highest financial return for their beneficiaries, and their legal
obligations to freeholders as managers of the 1974 Scheme.

The interests of local residents’ associations would be better served by
continuing to have a single Scheme of Management for the whole Dulwich
Estate rather than by abandoning a Scheme altogether, or by having a separate
Scheme for each private residential estate. Local associations would not be
equipped to formulate, manage and enforce separate Schemes of Management
for each private residential estate in Dulwich. A centralised Scheme can be
administered more efficiently and impartially.

Consequently it is preferable that the existing Scheme should be revised
instead of new applications being made for separate Schemes under the
Leasehold Reform, Housing and Urban Development Act, 1993, which would
in any case require to be submitted by October 31, 1995.

Some legal powers of local amenity control under the Scheme go beyond the
local authorities’ planning powers, whether or not a property is within a
conservation area. Local residents’ associations would wish these powers to
continue but to be consulted more filly on how they are to be applied. The
Scheme’s legal powers of enforcement should remain available for use only if
other measures have failed.

Local authority interests

New conservation areas impose an additional work-load and higher costs on
local authority planning departments. While the objective is welcome, the

Mine hosts Barney o Sandra Maguire

Wish you a Merry Christmas
and invite you to visit The Villager Restaurant

at Dulwich's finest inn

Opgn daily for lunches 12 noon - 2.30pm
Evenings Monday ~ Saturday 5.30pm to 9pm
Sunday roast a speciality

Gt

Bookings now being accepted for our traditional Christmas
Menu in our Restaurant o Function Rpoin
Please phone for menu

DULWICH SUITE
Premier venue for wedding receptions, banquets and buffets
Ideal for business seminars, training and presentations
73 DULWICH VILLAGE LONDON SE22
TELEPHONE 0181-693 2466
A Taylor Walker Hevitage Inn




additional demand on resources is not. Local authorities are not prepared to take
over the additional responsibility of managing the Dulwich Scheme of
Management. The area of the present Scheme spans three boroughs and
administration would have to be split.

Further advantages of a DCT

An independent Dulwich Conservation Trust would make its own
representations on all planning applications to the local authorities, relating to
property within the boundaries of the Dulwich Estate. Its views on conservation
issues would make local authority planning decisions, made on conservation
grounds, easier to defend on appeal.

The way would be opened for the future transfer of additional maintenance
work for conservation purposes. The Conservation Trust would not, however,
assume responsibility for the Trustees’ legal liabilities as landlords.

A Dulwich Conservation Trust may well be able to manage the Scheme
more economically than either the Estate Trustees or the local authorities,
because of lower prospective overheads and through a policy of closer
cooperation with local residents’ associations and the three local authorities. It
would have its own professional management and directors representing
residents.

There is scope for closer co-ordination between the local authorities and the
managers of the Scheme in relation to planning decisions. This would be
assisted by a common set of design criteria, issued jointly by a Dulwich
Conservation Trust and the planning departments of the local authorities (as
there is by the Hampstead Garden Suburb Trust and Barnet Council). Residents
would also be helped, in cases where they have to make two planning
applications at present, by the existence of common criteria which would reduce
the likelihood of conflicting planning decisions.

A Conservation Trust may be in a stronger position to attract external
sources of money for conservation purposes than either the Estates Trustees or
the local authorities.

W. P Higian
Chairman, Dulwich Society

Member, Steering Committee, Dulwich Conservation Tiust
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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR
CELEBRATIONS

HOTEL

CHURCH ROAD
CRYSTAL PALACE
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DINNER DANCES
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¥ CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH
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NEW YEAR'S EVE
BUFFET AND DANCE £24

FOR INFORMATION OR A BROCHURE ON WEDDINGS
DINNER DANCES + FUNCTIONS + CONFERENCES

TEL 0181 653 6622




Contrary to what you may have been told, let us make a
few points clear.

Post-war estates

Regulatory powers of a Dulwich Conservation Trust would apply to
freeholds on the post-war estates just as much as to enfranchised frecholds
elsewhere. They need them just as much too.
Diversity

Different styles of housing on the Dulwich Estate are no reason for not
protecting the Estate as a whole.
Conservation

These cover about two-thirds of the Dulwich Estate already, including the
post-war estates around Dulwich Wood. The Village is not the only
conservation area within the Estate, Residents are trying to establish more.
Open spaces

A Dulwich Conservation Trust would invoke legal powers, of English
Heritage and the local authorities, to protect open spaces throughout the
Dulwich Estate and especially in the conservation areas.

Local authorities

They are not equipped or ready to manage all the requirements of
conservation areas, including the new ones being established. Much less are they
able to manage higher standards of amenity set by the Dulwich Estate Scheme.
Neither is English Heritage. That is why the local authorities and English
Heritage back us to retain a Scheme and manage it on behalf of residents.
Landlord’s powers

A Dulwich Conservation Trust would have no intention of administering
powers under the Scheme either of a landlord or for a landlord. It would use
legal powers when necessary on behalf of residents and in consultation with local
residents’ associations.
Insensitivity

The best guarantee of civilised behaviour is that the Conservation Trust
would be wholly answerable to residents and controlled by them. If effective
legal powers exist why throw them away?
Bureaucracy

Managing the Scheme, and the Conservation Trust, does not require a
bureaucracy, but efficient and professional management giving good value for
money, with the active co-operation of residents.
Estates Trustees

If they want to shed their conservation responsibilities, it needn’t be a bad
bargain for residents to take them over.

10

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED
CONSTITUTION

1. The DCT will be a company limited by guarantee; a charity if possible
and advantageous.

2. Objects: To conserve and enhance the amenities of Dulwich and in
particular to

(a) take over from the Estates Trustees (formerly the Estates Governors of Alleyn’s
College of God’s Gift) the powers and responsibilities under the Scheme of
Management in relation to enfranchised properties on the estate, including
primarily control of their external appearance, and for the management of the
common amenity areas (such as the “manor wastes” and footpaths) where a
proportion of the cost is recoverable under the Scheme from enfranchised

freeholders

TONY SANDLES

STAINED GLASS

Bernard Becker Studios
Ta Jerusalem Passage
Clerkenwell
London ECV 4JP

TelfFax: 0171 336 8780

Telephone: 0181-693 6000

Dulwich Chiropody Surgery .
State Registered Chiropodists -

6 Woodwarde Road
Dulwich SE22 8U]

SURGERY HOURS ¥
From March 1993 x

8am-5pm Monday-Friday
9am-8pm Thursday
9am-4pm  Saturday

We specialise in the design and
construction of stained glass as
well as conservation and repair
of historic windows.

For a prompt and reliable service

House calls are available on request
just call the above number!
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(byagree with the Estates Trustees common standards of management to apply to
unenfranchised property, including the communal areas owned by the Estates

Trustees of the postwar estates

(c)adopt joint policies for the conservation of Dulwich with the owners of other
freeholds on the estate (“alien freeholds”) (such as property owned by local
authorities, the Foundation schools and the Dulwich Picture Gallery)

(d)co-operate with the local planning authorities over planning and control
policies for the estate area.

3. Charges The DCT will have the power to charge enfranchised freeholders
for the cost of carrying out these functions, by means of fees charged for
processing applications for alterations to enfranchised properties and an annual
charge on all enfranchised freeholders. This annual charge will replace the
current quinquennial charge.

4, Membership of the company: Enfranchised freeholders would automatically
be full members and other residents and traders would be eligible to become
associate members. Associate members would not-be entitled to vote on annual
charges or on restrictions applying to enfranchised freeholds. Associate members
would pay a small annual membership subscription to cover mailing and other
membership administration.

5. Directors: Nine directors, six of whom would be elected from the
members of the company and three of whom would be appointed by the Royal
Institute of British Architects, the Royal Town Planning Institute and English

Heritage respectively. Of the elected members, who would be unpaid, not more
that one would be an associate member.

6. Chairman: To be appointed by the directors from amongst their members.
7. Staff: A paid Secretary/General Manager, plus other staff as needed.

Copies of a draft of the full Memorandum and Articles of Association of
the Company will shortly be available for anyone who wishes to see them.
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Maps of different ages give different names to the grassy slope which rises from
the roundabout between Gipsy Hill and Dulwich Wood Avenue towards the
Crystal Palace. Some used to call it French’s Field, mistakenly as Paxton or
Paxton’s Green or Meadow and now it is officially designated Bell Meadow.

The Trees Committee with the help of the Trust for Urban Ecology planted 19
trees on this open space. Sadly, six of them have failed in spite of great efforts to
water them during the drought. Three were vandalised. We have now installed
wire mesh tree guards round the most vulnerable of the remaining ten. We are
planning to plant a further six to eight trees this autumn to replace those we have
lost.

They will have a better chance planted now than in the spring. We will make
sure to give them plenty compost and surround each one with a wire tree guard.
The trees we have ordered are beech, red oak, holm oak, silver maple, tulip tree
and sweet gum.

In Memoriam

Patrick Spencer, secretary of the Dulwich Society, has kindly offered a splendid
blue Atlantic cedar in memory of his mother who lived for some 60 years in
South Croxted Road and who died recently aged 95. She remembered Bell
Meadow when it was called French’s Field and cows used to graze there.

Ronnie Reed

The Dulwich Estates Governors have offered to plant an oak tree in memory of
Ronnie Reed who was a long-time member of the Dulwich Society and
particularly of the Trees Sub-Committee. This tree will be planted on the grass
on the south side of the junction between Turney Road and Burbage Road.

This is a good site for a tree and follows the planting of an oak by the Society at
the village end of Turney Road in memory of Bill de Baedermaecker, another
worthy member of the Society, particularly known for his devotion to local

history matters.

Stella Benwell
Chairman
Tiees Sub-Conntittee
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GRAND TOMATO TASTING

The garden of 146 Thurlow Park Road was immaculate. Had anyone been brought
there blindfolded they would never have guessed that that secluded spot was sandwiched
between the South Circular Road and the railway line. The sun blazed down on the
Dulwich Society Garden Group’s first Tomato Tasting competion, The organiser of this
notable event set up a large wall-papering table on which the entries were to be displayed.
Within minutes a queue of eager entrants formed, each clutching their prize tomatoes -
tomatoes on which they had lavished hours of watering, fertilising and it seems in some
cases polishing for the event.

In all there were 23 entries, some greenhouse grown but most grown out of doors.
Tomatoes with names like Golden Sunshine, Gardener’s Delight, Cherry Belle, Yellow
Perfection and Sungold - in all a table of thirteen different varieties.

Three expert judges assessed each entry for its appearance and then the more serious
work began. The tomatoes were cut into small pieces and tasted with the judges marking
each entry for its juciness, texture and most important of all, flavour. The pieces of
tomato were expertly savoured and then delicately spat out into the nearby herbaceous
border before the next variety was tasted.

The outcome was a win for Sungold with Gardener’s Delight, Cherry Belle and
Tom Romane a beautiful polished, pepper-shaped tomato, equal second. The prize of a
bottle of Lanson Black Label champagne went to Eric Hamilton and the toss of a coin
gave John Dawson the second prize with Patrick Spencer getting a special commendation
for his Tomn Romane entry.

More than 70 people throughly enjoyed Maureen Springbett’s beautiful garden and
even morte so the excellent refreshments that she provided.

Johu B. Ward
Gardens Sub-Committee
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CALL OF THE WILDLIFE

More than 97 per cent of bird records kept by the Dulwich Society in the
past few years have originated from the unremitting efforts of Paul Bradbeer
who is now leading a more frugal life in the Ukraine. Come back Paul as soon
as you can!

Not this autumn has the stream of Warblers, Wheatears, Whinchats and the
many other regular birds of passage been reported, nor in the night have been
heard the ‘seep’ of the Redwing and chacking of the Fieldfare. A sad loss.

During May, an Oystercatcher flew over Burbage Road where nearby a
Common Whitethroat sang throughout the month before departing without
attracting a mate. In addition, Paul’s final record before departure included the
usual stream of spring migrants plus Turtle Dove, Hobby, Peregrine, Ring Ousel
and Firecrest.

Elsewhere, with less than 40 Canada Geese descending to feed on the Griffin
sports fields, the numbers may be less horrific though other areas still face
problems. More than 2,000 were reported in the Lea Valley, nearly half on the

Walthamstow reservoir alone.

Butterflies
A good butterfly year. The Wall is probably well established in Dulwich but

unrecorded until this year.

GRBEN & BALL cmomo BTD,  Fe v row

BUILDERS & DECORATORS DULWICH
SE21 BES

TEL: 0181 670 2135




Stag beetles

Our modest enquiry on Stag Beetles covered the period May 30 - July 2.
During this time the beetles were on the wing, on the ground and in one case in
a roof gutter being cleaned by the owner of the house, who suddenly found
himself with a Greater Stag in his hand. Ten observers well covered the Dulwich
Estate and beyond its boundaries individual records came from Tulse Hill, Upper
Norwood and South Norwood Country Park. (Potential advertisers in the
Newsletter please note its influence in the outer world). At least 31 were seen
and probably many more were about. Of those positively identified seven were
male and one female Greater Stag plus four unsexed Lesser Stag could be

determined. Nonetheless it may be assumed that local Stags are in good heart.
Amphibia

Picture a hot day on an allotment where is heard “there is something in the
water butt” and up steps a brave lady. Plunging in a hand she emerges with a
large frog, at the same time feeling something else in the water. In goes the
hand again and this time emerges with an equally large toad. This toad

represents 50 per cent of the Dulwich amphibian population reported to date,
Fungi

Growing through the needles beneath a garden yew, a good crop of Agaricus
Sylvaticus - a field guide offers no English name ~ which pleased the palate as

much as have the field mushrooms from more open areas always previously done.

Sightings please to: Don Freshwater, Chairman and Recorder,
Wildlife Sub-Committee
0181-693 1666

FLOWERS OF THE RUINS

The foundation stone of the new St Barnabas Church has been laid by
Bishop Roy Williamson of Southwark. Building materials on the site promise
things to come. But one morning Judy Marshall, a member of the Wildlife Sub-~
Committee, visited the ruins and wrote about what nature had introduced;

I walked over the site on a dull Saturday morning (March 25, 1995). The
site was looking desolate. For most of the time the light was very dull and the
sun shone through only once. The most hopeful signs that spring might be on
the way were the golden blossoms of the pussy-willow and a wonderful clump of
coltsfoot in flower.

At the rear of the site were the remains of a vegetable garden or allotment
and this must account for one of the dominant species being spinach beet.
Another plant in flower seemed to be cultivated radish. 1t is interesting that
such a high proportion of our species are plants with a herbal use and maybe this
points to a long history of cultivation on the site,

In the following lists of dominant species and other species I have marked

those species which were in flower with an exclamtion mark (!) and those which
had a herbal use with an asterisk (%).

And flowers appear on the earth

17




Dominant species

Feverfew (Tanacetum parthenium).

Common wormwood (Artemium absinthium).
Coltsfoot. (Tussilago farfara)

Martricaria sp.

Red dead nettle (Lamium purpureum)
Common Chickweed (Stellaria media)

Hairy bitter cress (Cardamine hirsuta)

Budleia.

R R .

Other species seen

Herb robert (Germanium robertianum) *
Self heal (Prunella vulgaris) *
Dandelion (Taraxacum officinalis) fx
Speedwell (Veronica persica) *
Heartsease (Viola tricolor) I*
White comfrey (Symphitum orientale) !
which also grows in Dulwich Woods.
Rosebay willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium)
which has rosettes of leaves
Goosegrass or cleavers. (Galium aparine)
Honesty (Lunaria annua)
Dogs mercury (Mercularis perennis)
Species of: Brambles, Rubus sp. Plantain, Plantago sp.,
Potentilla sp., Burdock arctium sp.

Although some of the listed species are “naturalised” plants there were also

some garden escapes such as: a Sedum sp., Linaria purpuera and Radish
(Raphanus sativus).

Contractors
v Business - Free Estimates
mber of Building Employers Confederation
Road Le W12 9RW (0181) 675 134
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® Chartered Surveyors
and Valuers

° Project Managers

° Investment and
Development
Consulianis

ROWAN CHARTERED SURVEYORS
37 Gawver Road London SE24 OLS 0171978 9737

THE SPIRIT OF ITALY
OPEN DAILY 7 DAYS

We cordially invite you to
enjoy 20% off your total bill (1-4 people)

Valid at Bella Pasta Dulwich, not valid in conjunction with any other offer.
Voucher must be presented with the bill before paying

96 - 98 DULWICH VILLAGE
TO MAKE YOUR BOOKINGS CALL ON

0181 693 9316
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The home of real French food !

Superb value 3 course set menu (£12.50)
New A la carte menu including fish 8 shellfish

Speciol promotion on WHISTABLE OYVSTERS
French S&!ﬂd@lﬂ Lunel  (children’s meou available)

* Christmas parties (2 set menus available)

Nheigtmas

* Christmmas doy Luncheon
* New Year's Eve party

272 Rosendale Rd Herne Hill SE24 9DL. Tel 0181 674 6060

@ Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
(- sessions

A s s 0 ¢ t i o n During the Easter, Summer &
SPORTS CLUB Winter holidays Sports Experience
Alleya's School - Dulwich - SE22 8SU  day camps & courses are available
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and
experience varnous multi-activities
and sporis.

Surrey League Competitive
Badminton is played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modern sports facilities.

The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, sporis hall,
gym, two multi-purpose halls;
tennis courts, cricket nets.

Activities incl: aerobics/step; availa;ble
badminton; scuba diving; table Keep fit at Alleyn's Sporis Club -
tennis: basket tall; karate; You know its good for youl

gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.

Alleyn's Sports Club, Townley Road, Dulwich
Tel: 0181 693 9715
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GUESS WHERE THE GEESE WENT

The Canada Geese, in summer smelly, in numbers noisy and to some public
nuisance No.1. Yet in flight they are to others a glorious sight from Peter Scott’s
famous bird paintings. Where have they gone? A bird expert from Bromley,
Kent, is supposed to have taken his flock to the Romney Marshes with a view to
resettlement but by the time he returned to the parks of Bromley, the geese had
beaten him to it. What became of the vast numbers of geese which inhabited
Dulwich Park, the College pond and other local sites and then almost vanished?

As Paul Bradbeer, the Dulwich Society’s bird expert, pointed out
(Newsletter, Autumn, 1995) egg pricking to cut the numbers is a confidential
matter, almost approaching the status of a State Secret, while the birds’ presence
provides a valuable contact between humans, particularly children, and wildlife.

Some readers doubt that the geese do not interfere with other creatures,
particlarly if children try to feed any species but the geese. The geese have also
stripped the grass from much of Dulwich Park. Yet, for no discernible reason,
the maximum flock of 140 birds became suddenly greatly reduced in numbers.
This, we are assured by some in the know - of “a little-bird-told-me” variety -
that this was a natural voluntary emigration. At that moment, Councillor
Michelle Pearce, showed us the complaints on the other side of the Atlantic
whence the Canada geese came. Steve Kemper, writing in The Smitlisonian tells
this story:

Saul and Robin Asken were thrilled when Canada geese encamped every
Spring on an island in their pond. “We thought what a miracle of nature,” says
Robin. “We videotaped them. We didn’t even mind all the noise they made
because they were so beautiful” Then one morning the geese would be gone in
the gipsy way of migratory waterfowl.

But that was before neighbours began feeding the birds. Lured by the
prospect of easy living, a dozen of the geese decided to cease their wanderings
and retire permanently to the pond in bucolic Weston, Connecticut. “It turned
into a miserable experience,” says Robin, who manages her husband’s cosmetic
surgery practice and often works at home. “You had to scrape our shoes when
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you got to the door. It was such a hot Summer and the smell outside was so
bad. And they were extremely aggressive. We felt like prisoners in our own
house. They chased me and my children up and down the driveway. Even the
dog was frightened. He chased the geese, but then the geese chased him.”

Last Spring, she decided to fight back. “I put my heart and soul into it. I
felt like a raging maniac because every time I saw the geese I would run outside
and scream and chase them. I tried everything. There’s a man in a store in
Westport who laughed at me because I would come in to buy balloons to line
my driveway and other things to scare the geese. He got this wind-activated
penguin and called me and said I should try it. It worked for a while.
Everything worked for three or four days and then you'd look out and see them
sitting right next to whatever you were using to scare them. We spent a lot of
money on balloons and plastic ornaments. My yard really looked ridiculous.”

The Askens have plenty of exasperated company all over the country -
farmers, wildlife officers, town officials, airport administrators, golfers. They
grumble about property damage, threats to human health and safety and just
plain aggravation. The number of “nuisance goose” complaints jumps every
year. And yet most people, starved for contact with wildlife and sentimental
about it, are delighted to see the handsome birds thrive amid urbanisation. They
take their children to the park to feed the geese, unaware that they are
contributing to the problem.

Not all that long ago, people thought of Canada geese as symbols of wildness
and long distance flight, highhonking heralds carrying news of the seasons along
the flyways. But today there is a burgeoning population of sedentary geese that,
as one wildlife official puts it, “couldn’t find Canada on the best day of their
lives” Nor do they want to. These resident pests find landscaped suburban
lawns much more pleasant than sub-arctic tundra. Tastier, too.

We are reaping the consequences of success. The renaissance of Branta
canadensis is one of wildlife management’s great triumphs. Due to more
favourable weather conditions, changing agricultural practices and restrictions on
hunting, Canada goose populations doubled between 1955 and 1974 and kept
on rising. In 1948, there were 200,000 geese in the Atlantic flyway; by 1981
they numbered 955,000.
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Of the eleven races of Canada geese, none has rebounded as spectacularly as
Branta canadensis maxima. Considered extinct in the mid-1950s, this large (12 Ibs
on average) creature now makes up most of the resident goose colonies around
the country. Because of hunting pressure and bad weather up north, the overall
number of Canada geese has been declining in the Atlantic flyway over the past
ten years; it was down to 600,000 last year. The population of year-round
residents, however, has exploded. Many states in the Eastern Seaboard have
adopted special hunting seasons aimed specifically at these resident flocks, but
no one really expects this to have much effect. The birds usually live near
people and towns are reluctant to let hunters blast away in parks or on corporate
campuses,

From the goose’s perspective, the reasons for sticking around are obvious.
First, there’s temperament. Biologist Harold C. Hanson, who rediscovered the
extinct B. ¢ maxima in 1965, noted that the “placid disposition of the giant
Canada goose sets it apart from all others” The second is that we have created a
more attractive habitat, If a Canada goose were to design paradise, there would
be lots of short tender grass for grazing, a pond of fresh water for drinking and
security and no predators. It would look almost exactly like a park, golf course,
waterfront estate, cemetery or manicured corporate complex (sometimes referred
to by wildlife officers as “corporate goose farms”).

Robin Asken (the complainant at the start of this story) jokes, “Sometimes I

wonder if we'd feel safer living in Manhattan.”

Or Dulwich!
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Another 20 mph zone

Southwark Council is set to extend the 20 mph area in Dulwich to cover Turney
Road, the whole of Burbage Road, Stradella Road and the three short roads
between Turney Road and Dulwich Village: Boxall, Aysgarth, Pickwick and
Winterbrook Roads. This new area will be called the Hamlet zone. Speed
control cushions (not humps) will be installed in Burbage Road. A crowded
meeting of Burbage Road residents recently heard of the plans from a Southwark
Council officer and gave overwhelming support.

Meanwhile, measurements in the existing 20 mph zone -- the Court zone --
show that traffic speeds have dropped, though not yet sufficiently in roads
without physical control measures.

Traffic Calming

Two long, wide residential roads in south Dulwich frequently experience
extremely fast traffic: Alleyn Road and Alleyn Park: These are to be treated with
speed control cushions in November.

Schools Traffic

Everyone in Dulwich, whether parents or not, knows about the problem of
schools traffic. Schools are Dulwich’s “industry” and more and more pupils are
ferried to school by car. This causes pollution and congestion and itself adds to
road danger. Recent government reports have also shown how lack of exercise
is damaging children’s health. The schools and parents are aware of the problem,

but not of an easy solution.

The Dulwich Society recently convened a meeting of parents and schools
representatives to discuss ways in which this self-defeating phenomenon of the
“school run” could be tackled. A large number of constructive ideas were put
forward and will be worked on to try to reduce this problem of today’s world in
our Dulwich area.

Pinally, some good news on road safety in Southwark as a whole. The
statistics show that the number of fatal accidents in the borough dropped from 16
in 1993 to 6 in 1994. This continued a trend of falling numbers over previous
years, and is in contrast to the picture in most London boroughs. Thus, ten
families have not had to go through the pain and suffering of losing a loved one
in a road accident. These figures appear to reflect the policies of traffic
management, traffic calming and similar measures in Southwark. In our part of
Southwark, and in the Dulwich parts of Lambeth, we will continue to work
with the Councils to help reduce road danger.

Dulwich Society Transport and Tiaffic Committee




LIFE IN THE FORTIES

Brian Green has written Dulwich - The Home Front 1939-1945 to show what
life was like in wartime Dulwich. Published by the Dulwich Society, the 36pp
large format A4, styled on the weekly Picture Post is based on interviews and
memories of 40 residents and former residents. There are 45 illustrations, price
£4.50 (£2.25 for Society members on production of the discount voucher
token to be found elsewhere in this issue).

The book has stories on the evacuation of local schools, recollections of the
terrors of the blitz and flying bombs. It recalls rationing and the Dig For Victory
campaign; Dulwich resident and traitor Lord Haw-Haw and the hitherto
unrevealed part played by his wife, Margaret Cairns Joyce, who accompanied
him to Germany; and the full story of Dutch secret agents based in a Dulwich
house before being parachuted into German-occupied Holland.

Civil Defence, A. R. P, Auxiliary Fire Service, Home Guard and rescue
services are all included in the moments of humour and sadness of how Dulwich
people coped with six long years of war.

Childhood Memories

Margaret Siddall lived in Half Moon Lane from 1943 to 1952, until
reluctantly chased away by heavy winter smogs. She has now written a lively
paperback Safe As Houses: Childhood Through The Forties available from
Devonshire House, Christow, Devon, EX6 7LU at £6.75 plus £1 p&p. And it
tells of the growing delights and fears of growing up all those years ago in
Dulwich. First hand experiences of the home-front, where she learned the
four, not three, Rs - rockets, raids, rations and restrictions - are countered by the
imaginary world which the author and her two brothers invented. “You were
bought from a china stall in Peckham market,” one brother told her. Through
this kind of exchange and other experiences they were able to ‘escape’ some of
the hardships of war and postwar years.

Their own clubs and magazines, tunneling into the next door garden, a 60-
mile bicycle ride to the seaside, a first boy friend, eccentric aunts, “paper games”
and no television help create a fascinating glimpse into those far-off days.

With more than 40 illustrations, Safe As Houses will bring back many
memories and reveal a childhood far different from today. In a letter to the
Editor, she writes, “Fortunately, there are no yellow smogs now and T am always
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delighted when I occasionally return to see how leafy and green Dulwich still
appears. This was one of my first impressions. There is more traffic now, of
course, but with all the open spaces and trees it seems little changed.”

BE A HOST TO A P.G.

For the last eight years, fourteen to eighteen year old students have come to
Dulwich College from all over the world to attend the Dulwich English Course
and to enjoy a wide range of sporting and cultural activities.

More than 200 local host families have been involved over the years,
accommodating our students and in some cases developing long-lasting
friendships. Many of our host families have used the opportunity to improve
their own linguistic skills, conversing with their guests from France, Spain, Italy,
Germany and Japan.

Indeed, a recent innovation is the introduction of a parallel summer
programme at the college for English boys and girls aged nine to eighteen,
offering participation in the foreign students sporting, social and cultural
language in French, Spanish, Italian and German.

As a host family you would be asked to provide half-board accommodation
mid-week, full board at the weekend. It is also hoped that you would make
your guests feel part of the family, occasionally taking them out for a trip.

During the weekend students are kept busy on the college campus with
lessons and activities, and optional excursions are offered most evenings and
weekends.

Most host families take two students, usually of different nationalities, and in
most cases sharing a room.

Final details for next summer are not yet fixed, but the course is likely to run
during July and possibly August, with students staying for between two and four
weeks. The fee paid to host families is £70 per student per week, so a host
taking two students for three weeks would be paid £420 in total.

If you would like to be sent details for summer 1996 please ask for a form
from the Director, Mr A. ]. Binns, Dulwich College, London, S.E.21 7LD.
Telephone: 0181 291 5978 (home) 0956 562501 (mobile).

Please do not phone the College ditectly for details.
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THE HOME FRONT™*

Dulwich was not prepared for World War II.  To the very last, many of its
people thought that war would not come. But there had been warnings in the
worsening international situation since 1937 and at least two school headmasters
made careful preparations for evacuation more than a year before war was
declared. The 1930s had witnessed the rise of Fascism in Britain and the
movement found recruits in Dulwich. William Joyce, a Dulwich resident,
became deputy leader of Mosley’s Fascists before founding his own National
Socialist League. Dulwich had an active branch of this splinter organisation.
Joyce, nicknamed Lord Haw Haw, would be hanged as a traitor.

The population was cautioned to expect war by a govermnent that, above all,
did not want panic to ensue. While detailed and amazingly successful plans were
made to evacuate school children and mothers with infants, bomb shelter
provision was slow. Not until long after the ‘Blitz’ was over was full provision
available. It was, however, in time for the flying bomb campaign which was to
prove, for Dulwich certainly, more devastating than the ‘Blitz’ itself.

Everyday life was controlled by the civil authorities of the Borough of
Camberwell of which Dulwich was a part. Camberwell was the fourth most
heavily damaged borough in London. Ninety per cent of its houses suffered
some form of war damage

Evacuation, initially traumatic, in due course often became a not unpleasant
experience. While many children were parted from their parents there were
frequent reunions in school holidays and many of the friendships which
developed between ‘hosts’ and ‘evacuces’ flourished long after the war ended.

Despite the risk of air raids, the operation of the ‘blackout’, and duties like
fire watching or civil defence, it was still possible for people to lead a quite active
social life. Sporting events like horse racing, greyhound racing, football and
cricket, carried on. A few theatres and concert halls remained open. It was the
cinema, however, that was the mainstay of public entertainment. By its ability to
provide a few hours of escape from the reality of total war its contribution to
public morale should not be underestimated. Moreover, a good deal of
newspaper space was dedicated to stories of film stars and Hollywood.

Public parks maintained a virtual pre-war programme of entertainments, a
deliberate policy by the London County Council to uphold morale. Everybody
was encouraged to cultivate vegetables to augment the weekly rations.

Difficulties of travelling and the ‘blackout’ helped stimulate local social
activities. Dancing, whist drives, bridge drives and musical concerts flourished.
The various civil defence and rescue units arranged a wide range of sporting and

social events, Competitions between various units caused the formation of
*from Dulwich: The Homefront, 1939 - 1945
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leagues for shooting, darts and table tennis. Such activities, apparently
evolving spontaneously, helped develop team spirit as well as pleasantly passing
away the monotonous hours of duty.

With mothers often engaged in full-time work, and fathers absent in the
forces, it is not surprising that vandalism and juvenile delinquency became a
serious problem. On the other hand, many youngsters turned their energies
towards membership of the naval, army and air force cadet corps, all of which
were a potent attraction to both boys and girls. There were, therefore, sufficient
shared interests and activities as well as shared hardships to cement the
community together. It may have led to a better understanding between the
various social classes.

Respect for the Germans which many held changed with the indiscriminate
bombing by the V1 and V2 flying bombs. It was not ‘playing the game’ and
there was talk of retribution. ‘Playing the game’ was a code of wartime conduct
for the vast majority of the people of Dulwich. It showed itself in the selfless
devotion and frequent heroism of the Civil Defence, the rescue services and
among ordinary people. Four George Medals were awarded for bravery in the
streets of wartime Dulwich.

After the delirium of peace and the {7 ) 7
pride of the victory parade, the long greyﬁ‘

years of the austere 1940s and early 1950s BEDKNGB%

would seem endless.

", @aizkzmiﬂjg

58 Glengarry Road, East Dulwich, London SE22 8QD

Our small family run Guest House offers
excellent accommodation in [riendly

surroundings.
24HRS PACBILE Ne ©860 361 ©69 Whether coming to the area for business
| @ DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS FITTED or pleasure, you need look no further for

a place to stay.

i © RECOMMENDED BY INSURANCE COMPANIES
| o FIRE, POLICE, INSURANCE SPECIFICATIONS

We will gladly accommodate your visiting

CARRIED OUT )
| o SECURITY BARS, GR%S&FATES [riends and relatives,
) ° BAILIFF & JUD%C'A’L'W, P} |O§ IS If you would like a copy of our literature
| © KEYLESS LOCKS, E ES giving full information including our
B (S:AO‘F{EWS ETTTIVE RATES- charges your enquiries are welcome on
| WEINVOICE COMPANIES 0181-299 2004

© WE ARE MASTER LOCKSMITHS

0181-2994737|

| hesvachcoumn, s woobva Lowooeas |

English Tourist Board Listed & Commended
Brifish Tourist Authorify London B&B Award 1992
AA QQQ roted RAC Listed

o —)

29




¢ PLUMBING
& HEATING

e The complete plumbing
& heating service

e Boiler gervicing

@ Drain clearance

© Corgi registered

e 7 day service 365 days
a year

L]

Free estimates & heating
design service

o Bathrooms & kitchens
fitted

© 24 hr emergency service
0181 - 299 3511

13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22

VALUE IN FASHION
Quality Day and Evening Wear for Ladies
Open Mondays to Saturdays

41 Dulwich Village, SE21
0181 299 6664

COUNSELLING
FOR
POSITIVE LIVING

David Polley pip couns
Qualified counsellor
Counseliing for:

o Eating disorders: Anorexia,
Bulimia and Compulsive
eating
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RESEARCHERS, PLEASE!

Who were Dekker and Farquhar who are commemorated by road names? And
what of the lives of those lying in the Burial Ground? Are fire insurance marks
on houses in Dulwich disappearing? And what are the connections between
Theophilus Lightfoot whose son was baptised in the parish church in 1795 and
the master woodcarver in Rococo style at Claydon House, Bucks and the lessee
of 105 Dulwich Village? These are suggestions for research - experienced
researchers on the Local History Group of the Dulwich Society will be delighted
to point you in the right directions. Volunteers to Patrick Spencer, 7 Pond
Cottages, SE21 7LE. Telephone: 0181 693 2043.

THE DULWICH CAVEMAN

When you pass the railinged graveyard in Dulwich Village, spare a thought for
Samuel Matthews, the 70-year-old Dulwich Hermit, who was dug from his cave
like a badger and murdered nearly 200 years ago. His remains lie there in a grave
on which the inscription is now indecipherable.

The wife of Old Matthews, the Cave Man, the Man of the Woods, died 23
years previously leaving him broken-hearted to a lonely life of eccentricity and
notoriety. He was a jobbing gardener and had never been particularly sociable.
While hedging, weeding, digging and planting he withdrew even further into
mother nature.

He called on the Master and Warden of Dulwich College, then situated in the
old schoolhouse and asked permission to dig a cave on the estate and retire to it,
away from the rest of the world. According to reports at the time, he wished to
live “in that part of the manor abutting in the rear on the College wood and in
front of Sydenham Common.”

Records suggest that this was close to the Toll Gate in College Road. Samuel
did not dig very deeply and he built around the refuge he had chosen mud
walls, thatching them with “such fern, furze and bracken as the common

PERSONAL COUNSELLING
by appointinent
Dr Alec Martin C. Psychol. FBPsS
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Specialist in work-related and other personal difficulties
Tel: 0181 699 9056 * Fax: 0181 291 9565
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afforded.” For years, he “performed under-gardener’s work in the gardens of
some of the neighbouring gentlemen, by whom, for his inoffensive and gentle
demeanour, he was much liked”

Each night, he returned to his cave to sleep. One night in 1798 a gang of
gypsies from some neighbouring encampment crept into his cave, dragged him
out and beat him so savagely that he was left for dead. His right arm was broken
and he was robbed of twelve shillings (60p). He recovered and fearful of another
attack took lodgings in Dulwich Village.

According to one report, he “became weary of social intercourse” and returned
to the woods and this time dug himself a proper, deeper cave. Narrow at the
entrance it allowed him only enough room to crawl in and once inside the
widened part he kept a board as a “front door” which he held in position with
his feet while he slept. Feeling insecure from attack, he went out only to the
Village for his food, continued with his work and became known as the Wild
Man of the Woods although he remained mild and gentle and continued to be
regarded as an honest if eccentric character.

Samuel Matthews attracted a lot of visitors, particularly on Sundays. He sold
them a light home-brewed beer since they must have been very dry travelling
such long distances.

Christmas Day and Boxing Day, 1802, fell on a Saturday and a Sunday and
although he was found dead on Monday, December 27, it was probable that he
was killed over the weekend for money he did not possess. The killers had
burrowed underneath his makeshift “front door” to attack him. The coroner
summoned a jury to the French Horn, a pub which stood in what is now
Dulwich Park, and the jury having viewed “the body now lying before us” and
“harkened to the evidence” returned a verdict of murder by some persorn or
persons unknown.

Several persons who tenanted a gypsy encampment nearby were under
suspicion. Bow Street Runners were sent to “endeavour to collect every
possible information that may lead to the detection of the murderers” A gypsy
chimney sweep named Sprague was arrested but acquitted for lack of evidence.
On January 10, two weeks after the body was found, the Dulwich vestry
“resolved that the sum of £25 be paid by the parish officers towards
apprehending the person or persons guilty of the murder of the late Samuel
Matthews.”

In February, 1809, wry-necked Isaac Evans, so called because of the way he
hung his head, lay dying in Lewisham Workhouse. Called on by the local
parson to confess his sins to Almighty God, he confessed to the murder of
Samuel Matthews. But he died before anyone could look into the matter.
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Christmas, 1802, brought sudden death to Saniuel Matthews
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PLANNING DURING A DEPRESSION

This is the third and final instalment of My Bernard Nurse’s fascinating account
of the planning of Dulwich as a suburban estate between 1892 and 1920. The
study is based on work undertaken for the MA in London studies at Birkbeck
College, University of London, and these are extracts front an article published
in The London Journal (1994) reprinted by kind permission of the author:

By 1904, the governors had become concerned with the possibility of over
development and decided to set aside land as permanent open space. In
September, following enquiries about building on a large plot of 35 acres west of
Dulwich Village, the London County Council-appointed governor, H. J.
Powell, proposed ‘that considering the rapid increase of building on the Estate it
is desirable to preserve a few open spaces as permanent playing fields’ A reaction
against the loss of open space during the building boom was widespread at the
time and the London County Council tried to influence the governors by asking
whether they would consider ‘setting apart any additional land for the purpose of
public parks or open space... for the recreation and enjoyment of the public’

About 117 acres was already let for playing fields and a further 38 acres to the
golf club. These were yearly tenants paying about /10 an acre for building land
worth an estimated £55-/£60 an acre. The governors did not allocate any land
for public use but did resolve that ‘it is in the interest of the Estate, and of South
London generally, that certain portions of the Estate shall be reserved, and shall
remain unbuilt upon. They agreed that the reserved areas should not exceed
one sixth of the Estate (c. 190 acres), and designated 15 open spaces of between
one and 26 acres in size for playing fields.

The widespread surge of activity in the building trade that had carried over
into the early 1900s began to slacken around 1905, just after adoption of the

24 HOUR SERVICE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Over 100 Years of Experience — Established 1881
The family business that still offers you a personal service

375 LORDSHIP LANE SE22 0181-693 1528 -
126 FOREST HILL RD. SE22 0181-693 4160 AND BRANCHES

CHAPELS OF REST MONUMENTAL MASONS

34

DULWICH

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Chartered Physiotherapists are experts
in the diagnosis & treatment of soft
tissue injuries and joint conditions

INCLUDING:
Sports injuries
Neck & back pain
Post operative orthopaedic problems
Headaches
Tendinitis - shoulder or elbow

OPENING HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm
Sat: am
Recognised by all medical insurance policies

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS:
Sarah C, Parsons MCSP SRP
Yvonne C. Golds MCSP SRP

163-169 CRYSTAL PALACE ROAD,
LONDON SE22 9EP
TEL: 0181-693 9930 TEL: 0181-693 2727

Exclusive 18+ fashion for
the discerning lady

Maxcimus 33 Dulwich Village
Tel:0181 299 6761

0181 771 6845 °
Haynes Lane off Westow 8t SE19

ART win GLA

Stained Glass Specialists
Design & Restoration

Windows & Door Panels
Sandblasting & Etching
Lamps & shades

Essential @il &
Candle Burners

Mirrors & Gifts

FRESH

FRESH FREE
CAPOR STVLE
RABGE TURKEVS CHICKER
PRIRIE e%'@i@iﬁ AVIESBURY
BEEF bUeK
7S, GALIRIORS

HARIS, AND ALL YOUR
P CHRISTRIAS FAVRE

35




open spaces policy. The trade generally entered a period of depression and by
1909 there was more unemployment in the construction industry than at any
time since 1881. In London, however, building continued in many places
around the suburban fringe particulatly where transport links were improved.

The builders in Dulwich who had made agreements were finding difficulty
in keeping to them; and they were understandably cautious in taking out new
commitments when there were so many vacant houses in the area, estimated at
4,670 in the Boroughs of Lambeth and Camberwell in 1909. Those middle class
residents sought by Dulwich and looking for property were perhaps becoming
more interested in purchasing homes frechold than leasehold or renting them,
and freehold properties were becoming increasingly available in other parts of
London.

The governors’ policies were still restrictive as they admitted in a letter sent
to the Daily News in 1909. They had been accused of ‘holding up 480 acres of
land which is allowed to waste! In response, they protested that ‘the law of
supply and demand applies to houses as marketable articles,’ and they were laying
the estate out ‘on a definite “Town-planning Scheme.” They claimed that they
offered the land on terms that were lower than the ground rents of adjacent
private owners but as trustees of a charity had a public responsibility not to allow
overcrowding and to insist that houses were built on hygienic principles.

‘Town-planning’ was mentioned by the governors for the first time in this
lecter. It coincided with the debate on the Housing, Town-planning etc. Act of
1909, and was used to justify their policy of reserving land for open spaces. The
policy was now aimed at ‘preserving the amenities of the district and carrying
Without preparing a formal
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into practice the best features of “Town-planning.
scheme the governors certainly planned their estate in a rigorous if ad loc
fashion, but it was several years before they had assimilated fully the ideas of the
town-planning movement.

The First World War ended what little interest there had been in developing
new land, although some builders carried on with existing projects. After the
war, shortages of labour and materials had doubled the cost of building and
deterred private investors. The governors had also come to realise that their
ideas on the layout of housing were out of date. In 1915 the manager and
surveyor both recommended changing the traditional policy of fixing ground
rents ‘as a step in the direction of Garden City planning. Previously the builder
had been charged ground rent according to the number of feet frontage on a
road. This encouraged him to fit as many houses as possible facing the road with
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as little space as possible between. Roads were straight to avoid wasting ground
with curves. Houses were made long and thin with considerable back
extensions for the larger houses.

The inconvenient arrangement of rooms, the lack of light within this type of
house, the lack of space around them and the monotony of the streets had been
criticised since the early 1900s by advocates of ‘garden cities” Their ideas were
particularly attractive to the upwardly mobile lower middle classes and rapidly
influenced the design of new estates. The manager and surveyor had therefore
argued that the ground rents in Dulwich should be reduced and based on the
plot size if the builder took sufficient plots together and erected houses ‘of a
superior class” The governors agreed to a test case which was later withdrawn
by the developer.

Acceptance of the new ideas finally came in 1918 when one of the
governors, the architect, Edward Hall, presented a scheme for developing 45
acres in the northern part of the estate, including the Casino House and Sunray
Avenue sites. He thought that government help might be forthcoming as the
scheme was aimed at ‘the poorer middle classes then in the Army or Navy, The
committee on development which considered his proposals decided to ‘create
little Self-contained Villages with open spaces in each’

The governors had no clear view of how the scheme could be financed but
were encouraged by the Local Government Board to form a Public Utility
Society and apply for a subsidy under the 1919 Housing and Town Planning
Act. The Dulwich Estates Public Utility Society was formed in July 1919 with
the intention of leasing part or all of the undeveloped lands, but it was only able
to obtain a small site in Turney Road.

The governors were not in a position to put into effect the principles they
had set out as funds were not generally available for private development. Local
authorities, however, had access to large subsidies under the 1919 Act to supply
housing for the working class and fulfil Lloyd George’s promise of providing
homes fit for heroes. In 1920 the governors were threatened with compulsory
purchase orders for large portions of their estate where they were told
Camberwell proposed to erect 2,000 small houses. The valuation commissioner
of the Ministry of Health (which had taken over the responsibilities of the Local
Government Board) explained that if the governors agreed to lease the Casino
House Estate ‘it would not be necessary to take any of the land in the centre of
the estate’
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The governors therefore had no choice but to agree to a 200 year lease to
Camberwell Borough Council on the Casino House estate and later the adjacent
Sunray Avenue sites. They secured a ground rent of £11,000 a year and
acceptance of Edwin Hall’s road layout. The council’s design was similar to the
governor’s scheme with high quality housing under garden city principles, but
a higher density for working class residents. Camberwell’s action in 1920
showed that the governors could no longer prevent a local authority with very
different housing objectives from intervening in the initial development of the
Estate if it wanted to and had sufficient funds. The development of the Casino
House Estate therefore marked the end of one era and the beginning of another.
From this time onwards, Camberwell and the London County Council were to
take increasingly important roles in Dulwich with the provision of council
housing and later by using planning legislation.

Conclusion
Between 1882 and 1920, Dulwich was transformed from a rural hamlet to
join the built up suburbs of London at least around its boundaries.

In 1882 most of the residents of the estate would have lived in the large
detached villas erected in this (Dulwich Common) area over the previous twenty
years. Later building was mostly in semi-detached houses erected along the
boundaries and in a band between Herne Hill, Dulwich Village and Lordship
Lane; by 1920 these outnumbered the larger properties. The governors’ policies
in Dulwich of protecting the College and the existing developments for the
wealthy on the southern side were matched on other estates. Harrow School,
for exanmple, bought up 667 acres of land around the school between 1885 and
1904 to create a green belt against the encroachment of suburban housing.

The owners of leasehold estates commonly preferred high class property,
believing that they would increase in value, be well locked after and be in good
condition when the leases reverted to the freeholder. In Dulwich the link with
the College added an extra incentive to secure wealthy residents, willing and able
to send their sons to the school.

The governors were able to enhance the attractions of the estate and
influence the course of development in a positive way by establishing a
permanent and highly organised estates office, by providing good educational
facilities and by creating a desirable environment well endowed with open space.
Arrangements were rigorously enforced by tightly drafted leases. However, as
administrators of a charity estate they were subject to the requirements of the
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Charity Comissioners or the Board of Education. Purely philanthropic measures
were not permitted; and the effect on the beneficiaries’ income had always to be
considered. Mostly city businessmen, unfamiliar with the building trade, the
governors were slow to react to changing circumstances and ideas.

The governors’ powers were limited in that they were dependent upon offers
from potential builders. To increase their revenue they had to ‘go with the
times’ to some extent and allow the building of smaller properties for which
there was an increasing demand. In the period of this study, developments near
the boundaries and across the northern end became increasingly similar to those
in neighbouring areas except that working class housing was generally excluded.

The estate was not entirely subject to market forces because it was large
enough to be informally zoned according to proximity to the College, the
village centre or the boundaries, and subjected to sophisticated if ad foc planning.
Because of the policies of the landlords, Dulwich retained more open space than
its immediate neighbours and a middle-class character more akin to districts
further from the centre, such as Wimbledon or Blackheath, which benefitted
from extensive preserved common lands.

The ideas of the garden city movement and town planning of the early 1900s
were well suited to Dulwich. Yet when the governors had embraced the
concepts, they found that they were unable to put them into practice. After
1920, the local authority had greater powers and resources both in housing
matters and in planning. The authority of landlords in managing their existing
properties remained strong but their control over new development was to be
even less than before.

I should like to acknowledge help given by the staff of the Dulwich Estates Governors
Office and Soutlmwark Local Studies Library, Brian Green, Tina Scilly for diawing the
plans and Dr Jim Yelling, both of Birkbeck College.

(c) Copyright London Journal, 1994
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THE DULWICH WATCHMAN DEFENDED

My article “Our Dulwich Watchman” (Newsletter, Summer, 1995) is under
fire from Mark Pearson, Southwark Arboricultural Officer. (Letters, Newsletter,
Autumn, 1995). He’s objecting to the removal of one major limb of the Zelcova
tree on the corner of Dulwich Common and College Road opposite Dulwich
College, but what’s all the fuss about?

With criticism that indulges in such phraseology as “I find it difficult to
understand...,” “It was completely superfluous to assume that ...” And “I believe
the best possible action is ...” is indeeg an attack upon the team of representatives
from Southwark Council (yes, his own people), the Dulwich Estate and the
Dulwich Society who met on site on Novemebr 9, 1994, agreeing that the limb
should be removed. Further to this, it wasn’t until written consent was given by
Southwark Council to the Dulwich Estates that the work could be undertaken.

The Trees Sub-Committee of the Dulwich Society and the Dulwich
Esatates with their arboricultural consultant are fully aware of the safety problems
facing this tree in a location that is subject to a preponderance of traffic. If, as
Mr Pearson states, “the removal of a major branch will ultimately affect stability
and health of the root system” why is the tree showing no ill-effects eight years
after a number of limbs were sawn away after the 1987 storm in order to halt
movement of the lean that was instigated by the strong winds?

Mr Pearson also tells us that “the only way the Zelcova will stand and witness
the passage of time is by using modern day arboricultural practices such as
crown thinning that will reduce wind resistance. Is this therefore a message that
what has already been carried out is prejudicial to the tree’s well-being? Is the
removal of an outer limb or two no longer an accepted arboricultural method?

I honestly hope it isn’t. No one can deny that crown thinning reduces wind
resistance and the likelihood of windthrow. But what crown thinning could not
do in this particular case is lessen the risk of a precariously positioned limb over
the road from falling. Neither could it have significantly lessened the head
weight in an area of the crown where weight im%alance had been imposed b
the lean of eiﬁht years ago. Stabilisation is still taking place and the limb’
removal can only help and not hinder. Removal of this limb was a precautionary
measure - the sap wood of the timber must have totalled in excess of one ton in
weight for its size.

The Dulwich Estates and the Dulwich Society undertook what it considered
right in he interests of both road and footway users and the Zelcova, and their
actions were accepted by Southwark Council. Mr Pearson disagrees with the
actions taken. His comments would have been welcomed had he been at the
site meeting of November 9, 1994,

Anthony Welwig,

Atboriculturist and freelance writer
14 Frank Dixon Way

Dulwich, S.E.21. 7E1
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