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March
Until September, 1998:

Dulwich Picture Gallery: Goya's "Don Francisco de
Saavedra" and ten paintings by Tiepolo from the
Courtauld Institute Galleries.

March 8 - May 24:

Dulwich Picture Gallery: Italy and British Art in the Age
of Turner. Exhibition curated by Cecilia Powell, who
curated two Turner exhibitions at the Tate Gallery.

Wednesday, March 11:

. Thursday, March 12:

Saturday, March 14:

Friday, April 3:

Dulwich Society Garden Group annual illustrated
lecture on "Clematis Through the Seasons" by Everett
Leeds, Chairman, British Clematis Society. Admission
free, 8 pm St Faith's Centre, Red Post Hill, SE24.

Saturday, April 4:

Southwark Council: "Charles Dickens and London"
by Dr David Parker of Dickens House Museum, at
the Cuming Museum, 155-7 Walworth Road, SE17,
6.15 - 7.45 pm. Free.

Dulwich Society Trees Walk round Sydenham Hill and
Dulwich Woods led by John White, London Wildlife
Trust warden. All members welcome, meet Crescent
Wood Road entrance, Sydenham Hill 2 pm.

Wednesday, April 8:

DDAFAS lecture: The Paintings of Pierre Bonnard by
Jennifer Morgan, guide, lecturer, Tate and Courtauld
Institute.,:-

Southwark Council: "Shakespeare And Southwark" by
Patrick Spottiswood of the Globe Theatre. Cuming
Museum, 155-7 Walworth Road, SEl 7, 6.15 - 7.45 pm. Free.

Thursday, April 9:

Lambeth Orchestra's Concert IV: Walton, Parry, Elgar,
All Saints' Church, Rosendale Road, SE21, 7.30 pm.
Tickets, £7, £6, £2.

DDAFAS lecture: The Story Of The English Table by
Christopher Pringle, lecturer, National Trust, Surrey
University.,:-

Saturday, April 25:

Miss Rosa Davis, Wildlife Committee, Dulwich Society,
organises visit to Kelsey Park, Beckenham, heronry.
Book with Miss Davis, 0181-650 1383 - car drivers
with spare seats welcome - meet Dulwich Park gates
College Road, 2.30 pm.

Thursday, March 26:

Friends of Athol House: Easter Bake/Coffee Morning at
Mrs D. Whitworth, 5 Dorchester Drive, London, SE24
(0171-733 2978). Please bring Easter-related items for
sale.

Thursday,
March 26 - March 28:

The Dulwich Players present two Moliere comedies,
The Forced Marriage and Sganarelle or The Imaginary
Cuclwld at Dulwich High School for Boys, Red Post
Hill, SE24 at 8 pm each evening. Information: Jeff
Doom, 0171-274 7008.

Monday, March 30:
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April

Dulwich Picture Gallery: Friends of Gallery and four
Dulwich fashion shops combine to present afternoon
and evening Fashion Shows, 1.30 for 2 pm and 7.30 for
8 p.m. Tickets £10 for Friends, £15 for non-Friends.
Refreshments. Tickets from Gallery, 0181-693 5254.

May
Thursday, May 14:

DDAFAS lecture: Windsor Castle Before And After The
Fire by John Thorneycroft. ,:-

Saturday, May 16:

Friends of the Horniman Fair, Horniman Gardens, noon to
5 pm .. Admission free.

Saturday, May 16:

Lambeth Orchestra Concert V: Sullivan, Elgar, Percy
Whitlock, All Saints' Church, Rosendale Road, SE21,
7.30 pm, Tickets £7, £6, £2.

l
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June
Wednesday, June 3:

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Friends of the Horniman Rosebery's Auction Road
Show, Conservatory, Horniman Gardens 4 - 7 pm. £1
per piece (maximum five pieces, £5). Enquiries: Mrs
Spoone1; 0181-693 3697.
Winged Fellowship Trust Concert with the
Trio, St Stephen's Church, College Road, 8 p.m.

Saturday, June 6:

Galliard

Notice is hereby given that the 35th Annual General Meeting of the Dulwich Society will
be held at 8 p.m. on Thursday, April 16, 1998, at St Barnabas Church Centre, Calton
Avenue, Dulwich, SE21.

AGENDA
1. Minutes of the 34th Annual General Meeting held on April 18, 1997, to be
APPROVED.
2. Chairman's Report.

,,. Dulwich Decorative And Fine Arts Society monthly lectures illustrated with
slides are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8 pm at James
Allen's Girls' School (JAGS) East Dulwich Grove, unless otherwise stated.
Coffee and biscuits 7.30 p.m. Visitors £4, students 50p.

3. Secretary's Report.
4. Treasurer's Report.
5. Appointment of Honorary Auditor.
6. Report from Sub-Committee Chairmen.
7. Elections for 1998-99:
President, Vice-Presidents, Officers, Executive Committee.
8. Any other business.

ARTEMIDORUS
Dulwich Picture Gallery

riginal
from under £4
to over £400

Herne Hill
Open

Tues-Fri I0.30am to 7.00 pm,
Sat to 6.00 pm
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Patrick Spencer

College Road SE21

Hon. Secretary
College Road
London, SE2 l 7LE

Italy in the Age of Turner
4 March - 24 May
Paula Rego
17 June - 19 July

27b Half Moon lane

Note: Nominations for election as an Officer or Member of the Executive
Committee must be submitted in writing to the Secretary by 2 (two)
members not later than 14 (fourteen) days before April 18 and must be
entered by the candidate in writing, (Rule 9).

The Streets of London
Sketching courses for adults
21-24 April
for details Tel: 0181 693 6911
Easter holiday workshops
To book: 0181 693 6911

W. UDEN & SONS L
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 HOUR SERVICE
Over 100 Years of Experience - Established 1881
The family business that still offers you a personal service
375 LORDSHIP LANE SE22 0181-693 1526 AND BRANCHES
126 FOREST HILL RD SE22 0181-693 4160

CHAPELS OF REST

MONUMENTAL MASONS
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(C.P.) LTD, C

E

Eagle Cars, 122a Church Road, Upper Norwood, London SE19 2UG
PRICE LIST

PRICE LIST
Minimum Charge 2 miles or under
Price per mile (or part ot) over 2 miles
Bridge Money
Wait & Return
Wating Time (per hour)

£2.20
£ 1.10
£1.00
£3.50
£8.00

Notes
Mileage charged from pick-up point to destination
Half Fare return charge on wait & return journeys
Animals carried at driver's discretion
Bridge Money paid for crossing the water
The first 10 minutes waiting time is free
Prices will differ only at Christmas & New Year

Telephone: 0181

Heathrow Airport
£24.00
Gatwick Airport
£20.00
Stanstead Airport
£40.00
Victoria (Coach & Train)
£10.00
Liverpool Street Station
£13.00
Paddington Station
£13.00
Kings Cross & St Pancras Stations
£13.00
Euston Stations
£9.00
Waterloo
£11.00
London Bridge
£11.00
City & West End
£17.00
City Airport
Any other prices quoted on request

3 6000 (24 hours)

K . A. Jeffries & Company
Chartered Accountants
18 Melbourne Grove
East Dulwich, SE22 8RA

Tel: 0181 693 4145

Fax: 0181 299 0326

Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966
Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses
General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT
Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice
and registered Auditors
Have been Honorary Auditors of the Dulwich Society from
its inception in 1967
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THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
The Estate Trustees have published their Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended
March 31, 1997. Copies may be obtained from the Estate Office. Modifications to this
year's Accounts have been made necessary by the 1993 Charities Act, which also affects
comparisons with previous years. We hope to offer a more detailed commentary on the
presentation of the figures in the next Newsletter.

Purpose of the Accounts
The purpose of the published Accounts is to satisfy the Charity's legal requirements, to
provide a full and accurate statement of its financial transactions during the year. They are
not intended to provide residents with a full statement of expenditure incurred in the maintenance and repair of private estates, nor to provide beneficiaries with an analysis of the
financial rate of return on the Estate's assets. The latest accounts go some way towards
satisfying these objectives better than those of previous years, but better use could still be
made of the data available to the Managers.

The interests of residents
A more complete annual statement of transactions with residents would be particularly appropriate at this stage. With effect from April 1966, all costs of Estate mangement
are recoverable from freeholders annually instead of quinquennially. All residents, including leaseholders, have an interest in knowing the gross expenditure which the Dulwich
Estate incurs on their behalf and on which it levies management charges. The Charity's
accounts "net off" this expenditure and its recovery and do not give residents this
information.

The interest of beneficiaries
The financial interest of the Charitable Foundation schools relates to the surplus
income remaining available to them after Estate operating expenditure. Understandably,
they do not want the cost of this to make inroads on funds made available from the
Charity for educational purposes.

The common interest
Subject to this the schools are as concerned as the residents that Dulwich should
remain an attractive, well-maintained environment. It follows that both beneficiaries and
residents have a considerable degree of common interest in the efficient management of the
Estate.

Bill Higman
Chairman
Dulwich Society
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JACQUELINE MURIEL GALER (1903-1997)
Jackie Galer, as she was known to her friends, died in Dulwich Hospital on
December 5, 1997, at the age of 84. Her death marks the end of a family connection and community service to Dulwich which extended for more than one
hundred years. She was the daughter of Allan Maxcey Gale1; a barrister, pupil of
Dulwich College and Worcester College, Oxford, who wrote the histories of
Dulwich, Norwood and of Christ's Chapel of God's Gift where his daughter
remained a regular worshipper throughout her life. Jackie, an unassuming, modest
and efficient woman, was among other things a member of the Garden Group of
the Dulwich Society (formerly the Horticultural Group) since its inception on
May 29, 1979.
At her funeral service at the Chapel her nephew, Michael Barron, said that
"speaking about Jackie is not easy because she was so reticent about herself but all
who knew her will remember her interest in the welfare of her friends, how appreciative she was of small kindnesses as well as the sense of calm she radiated.
Jackie was born in Dulwich and lived in only two houses in her life, in Croxted
Road and Lovelace Road. She went to Dulwich High School (now a prep. school
called Rosemead) on the corner of Lancaster Avenue and the South Circular, where
she played the piano and cello, was Prefect and Head Girl and distinguished
herself in English, French and Latin. Her education enabled her to work as a
highly regarded secretary virtually throughout her entire working life, as secretary
to the Bishop of Woolwich (1932-35) until his death, to St Christopher's College for
Women, to St George's Hospital (during the war), to the President of the Regent
Street Polytechnic and to sucessive Masters of Dulwich College, Derek Akers and
Ronald Groves.
As her nephew recounted, Jackie often seemed somewhat overshadowed by
her charming strong-willed mother, Rose Marguerite Dagnette, who came from
Couvet in the French-speaking part of Switzerland and with whom she lived until
her mother's death in 1974. Living on her own, Jackie soon became fiercely
independent, establishing a life for herself, taking part in the Dulwich Society, the
Upper Norwood Athaneum and other societies.
She strongly disliked depending on others and it was probably a blessing that
she avoided a long-drawn out period of deteriorating strength and health. To her
last day she remained her modest self, asking after others before revealing her own
thoughts and problems with her sense of humour intact. "People don't have time
nowadays" and "You must make time for your friends" were two of her oft-used
phrases. She used to make time and many will sorely miss her for that reason. Her
nephew summed her up: "We should remember Jackie for the attitudes and values
she held and for the warmth and friendship she brought so many people."
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PRETTIEST OF THEM ALL
Local history is in bloom. Rosemary Warhurst drew our attention to William Hone's
Every-Day Book of 1827 in the Winter, 1997, Newsletter. Almost immediately The \Xlorld
Of William Hone with 330 pages and 80 illustrations by John Wardroper (Shelfmark
Books, £28.50 hardback, £8.95 paperback) arrived. Hone's books fetch fortunes at
auctions today but, at the time, confined for debt, he was granted enough
liberty from the King's Bench Prison to set off from Southwark with his chief artist,
engraver and friend, Samuel Williams ... Guess where they headed!
"A coachman hailed us from the box of a Dulwich stage. We gave him an assenting
nod and mounted the roof (cheaper seats there], and after a brisk drive through Walworth
and Camberwell, which are no other way distinguishable from the metropolis than by the
irregular forms and sizes of the houses and the bits of sickly grass and bottle-green poplars
that further diversify them, we attained to the sight of the first out-of-town-looking trees
and verdure on the ascent to Herne Hill. Here we began to feel another air, and during
the calm drive down the hill into Dulwich - the prettiest of all the village entrances in tlie
environs of London - we had glimpses between the elms and sycamores of pleasant lawns
and blooming gardens, with bursts of the fine distances ... "
A poetic reader from Herne Hill says, "I wind down the southern proclivity of this
lovely Olympus ... On the left a quiet green lane, such as Byron would have loved, leads to
Dulwich, famous for its college and the well-paid and well-fed inhabitants thereof, and its
gallery of pictures ... Descending further green fields and still greener hedges are on each
side of me studded with various wild flowers. At every step I hear the rich music of nature.
The skylark is above me singing, heedless of the gled [hawk] in the blue cloud; and at least
a score of robins with their full bright eyes and red breasts hopping about me ... "
Notice how Lord Byron appears again and again in the histories without mentioning
that he went to school at Dr Glennie's Academy at the end of Dulwich Common before
going on to Harrow.

Another genius
Theodore Hook (1788-1841) although less remembered was lauded by his most distinguished contemporaries. Byron, who shared a room with him, said he was "A man of
genius." Richard Brinsley Sheridan said, "No description could have convinced me of so
peculiar an instance of genius." Samuel Taylor Coleridge declared, "he was 'as true a
genius as Dante."' Richard Barham, author of the Ingoldsby Legends, spoke of his
"unflagging wit (and] as an improviser he was unapproachable." And King George IV
himself, on his struggle with Queen Caroline, ably represented by her Dulwich solicitor,
said of Hook, "Neither my ministers nor my Parliament nor my courts of justice all
together have done so much good."
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All this is supported in the 508-page illustrated The Man Who Was John Bull by Bill
Newton Dunn (Allendale Publishing, £19.95). Hook shafted his wit at all the great and
good of the first 40 years of the 19th century and would travel through Dulwich to attend
regular "Sydenham Sunday" parties at the cottage of Tommy Hill, proprietor of the
Monthly Mirror where he would exchange banter with poets Leigh Hunt, Thomas
Campbell and others. But beware of the Bull legend! Dr John Bull, who died in 1628,
composed the National Anthem. Dr John Arbuthnot first satirised John Bull in 1712 and
Hook first made the name famous as the title for his newspaper in 1820.

Past Times
Nlore than 30 local histories have now appeared in the attractive series to which has
now been added the 143-page illustrated Dulwich and Camberwe/1 Past (Historical
Publications, £14.95). Author Richard Tames acknowledges his debt to authors like Mary
Boast and Brian Green and others who have produced historical works on the area. But
the compactness of his work and the selection of illustrations recommends it as a gift
particularly to those who have not previously pursued the study.

EIGHT GENERATIONS IN FLOWER
My grandfather, born in Norfolk in 1853, came to London in 1875 and married in 1877.
He lived in Dulwich and in his first garden planted a Japanese anemone, brought from his
father's garden in Norfolk. When his four children left home, they took with them
anemone plants from the Dulwich garden. My mother took her plant from Dulwich to
West Norwood and, on my marriage, I took a plant to my new home. My daughter then
took her anemone when she married and my plant moved from Crystal Palace to Westfield
[East Sussex] where, in my 86th year, it is still thriving. From my grandfather's original
plant to its present descendant, eight generations of plant life. Truly a prize cottage garden
flower.

Marjorie Payne
Westfield, Hastings
East Sussex

With acknowledgements to The Countryman magazine in which this letter first appeared.

J.B.M.

UNENDING SOUTH CIRCULAR

Books for all the family

ld Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village,
London SE21 7DE
Telephone: 0181-693 2808
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In writing to thank you for publishing my previous letter [September, 1997] I would
express my surprise at your suggestion that the discussion [on the future of the South
Circular route] be re-opened as there is no possiblity of any constructive work being
carried out. Having said that, it seems appropriate that I, at least, outline my starting
point.
1. I live in SE26 but work in the hinter-land of SW6 and cannot conceive of any
"integrated system of public transport" which would meet my travelling requirements.
Accordingly, I travel by car.
If the South Circular were to be even a vaguely decent thoroughfare, I would drive
along it all the way from Sydenham Hill to Wandsworth Bridge, a distance of over six
miles. However, due to its inadequacies, a significant part of my journey is usually along
residential roads with between 2.5 and 4 miles of South Circular.
2. With reference to local traffic congestion, it is largely non-existent during school
holidays, suggesting that hold-ups are due to the transporting of children to and from
school with all the consequent hold-ups due to stopping, starting and manoeuvring on
parking.
I look forward to receiving future editions of the Newsletter.

K. S. Potter
16 Peckarmans Wood
London SE26 6RY
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MILLENIUM DULWICH?

'Broc{cwe[[ JZLrt Services
Established 1979

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING

Contact James Davidson
232-234 Railton Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 OJT
Telephone/Fax: 0171 274 7046

DISPENSING OPTICIANS

z

We pride ourselves on both the quality and breadth of our service.
We can meet all your ocular requirements from spectacles to prescription
swimming goggles, taking in along the way the full range of contact
lenses, sports glasses, accessories and both NHS and private eye testing.
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Visit us for a clearer view of your optical needs.
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Dulwich residents were now accustomed to the international group of visitors at weekends
and would scarcely have given a second glance at the mixed bag alighting this Saturday
morning as the train paused on the West Dulwich bridge platform under its glass-vaulted
dome. One group headed for the smart rack of green bicycles hitched coin-op fashion to
the rack at the exit, put their money in the slot and accessed Bel-Air Park via a sloping path
leading directly down from the bridge.
The Dulwich Parks network featured prominently in London tourist guides and
was a welcoming oasis in the tourist trek. Gallery Road, closed off to traffic at weekends, was a pleasant stroll with its hedgerows and wild flowers, down to the Picture
Gallery and the village centre. Similar treatment in Alleyn Park made it an ideal loop
back to the station or a shorter circuit offered an exit back to London via North Dulwich
station.
The group this particular morning clutched leaflets and peered at the display board
provided: "You are here." Dulwich Park and Queen Mary's rhododendron display was
on their itinerary. They were taking advantage of a good marketing offe1; a combination of
ticket to the Gallery and dinner at one of a number of restaurants in the Village. A more
ambitious Eurostar offer had brought some French visitors for the weekend. Being
on school vacation they would take the opportunity to sample the delights of English
boarding school life by staying overnight at one of the Foundation schools whose leisure
centres were a further attraction. One of this group being disabled, the local tourist office
located at the Gallery had arranged for a cycle rickshaw, a recent popular innovation by
entrepreneurial Dulwich pupils.
Some carried sketch pads and would spend an afternoon sketching under the supervision of a local art teacher.
Another route led by the railway towards Herne Hill, along a cycle and pedestrian path,
fenced off and hedged. This gave easy access to Brockwell Park with its delightful garden
and fashionable Lido, followed by tea at the pretty mansion house. The display board
clearly marked cafes and items of interest.
In the centre of the Village, a hopper bus was dropping off passengers. During the week
a shuttle service conveyed pupils to and from local schools via specified pick-up points and
railway stations. This and the development of a series of "safer routes to schools" projects
with crossing patrols and cycle ways had transferred the "school run" problem and pupils
were taking to walking and cycling in a safe environment. The much disputed humps were
in process of being dismantled and the 20 mph zone vigorously enforced meant that fewer
and fewer school pupils were shut in by the car run since they could choose to get to school
independently with their mates. This had been made possible by a radical rethink of school
locker arrangements and an imaginative schools project developing local Internet access
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to school libraries. Smaller children could accompany their parents on a bus while older
siblings could exercise choice.
These different paths were a boon to commuters who could walk or cycle to the
nearest station or Brixton underground without smog masks. The installation of remotecontrolled barriers at those roads closed off at weekends meant that residents could gain
access without even getting out of their cars. It also made the Village blissfully quiet and
pollution free and was very popular with younger children who could "go out to play."
There had been plenty of objections from the gloomers and doomers at the initial
public meeting to discuss the future development of Dulwich. The Picture Gallery
admitted they were glad they had not gone for the. car park development option. All
the increased car and coach movement would have spoiled precisely the green oasis
atmosphere for which people come to Dulwich. Their partnership with the train operators
and local restaurateurs with promotional offers to London people was a great commercial
success, one of the most popular being a day-out ticket including a guided Gallery tour
and dinner at the classical mansion in Bel-Air Parle The out-of-town green setting
sympathetically preserved and easy access by train were additional draws with the new
fashion for public transport.
There was talk of setting up a professional theatre group with open-air performances
in the Gallery grounds. The distinctive Village feel had returned with the restrictions on
motor vehicles. Some still grumbled at the influx of tourists but most residents feel that the
benefits from local employment opportunities were more than compensation. Living in
Dulwich was convenient, tranquil and had a buzz much appreciated by the local teenage
brigade.
Utopian vision or feasible proposition? Or is the alternative to turn Dulwich into a
pedestrian-free zone? Can local amenity groups, together with a consortium of local
authorities and commercial interests put us on the right track for the 21st Century? New
constituency? New partnerships? New Millenium?

SEARCH FOR LOST MASTERPIECES
Dulwich is one of the great homes of art. Alas, the Dulwich Picture Gallery, designed
by Sir John Soane in 1811, the first purpose built gallery in Britain, is to close in
1999 for refurbishment and new building. Many of the old masters will go on loan
to the U.S.A. and Japan during the closure. When it reopens in the
year 2000 the Gallery will include an education room, a cafe, a multi-purpose
room for lectures, seminars and additional education space, storage workshops and
lavatories. In the meantime, the Dulwich Society Newsletter proposes to publish
some of the excellent but little known worl, of Dulwich artists and of Dulwich.
Much worl, has never been shown, the artists remain unlmown and the date of
origin and circumstances surrounding drawings and paintings lost. Typical is the
appeal from Dr Douglas C. Doughty of Tring in Hertfordshire. His family lived in
College Road, he went to Dulwich College from 1937 to 1940, and in the mid-l 930s
he and his father watched an artist painting this picture of the Toll Gate. He recalls,
"Even as a child I realised that the ducks and their l,eeper were a figure of the imagination. But who is the artist who seems to have signed his work L.G.?" Father
bought the picture (overleaf) and it hangs to this day in the house of his son who
asl,s: Do you know?
Then turn the page again and look at this Farewell To Dulwich. In this coloured
lithograph by T. M. Baynes, 1823, the horseman at the end of Half Moon Lane is
looking north at Herne Hill. Postcards of this picture are available with many
others from Lambeth Archives Department, Minet Road, Camberwell, for 30p each.
. Perhaps you !mow of a similar work by a Dulwich artist or a scene of Dulwich
hitherto unseen. Please tell the Editor.

Gwen Maconachie
Member
Traffic and Transport Committee

THE DULWICH PLAYERS
With both the Dulwich College and JAGS theatres unavailable to them, The Dulwich
Players who normally put on three major productions each year, have been struggling to
find suitable theatres this season. Howeve1; they are now planning to stage two short
Moliere comedies at a new venue, the Dulwich High School for Boys from March 26 - 28
- see What's On Pages 2 - 4. They plan to mount an open-air production, possibly
of a new play by a local author, in the garden of Dulwich Picture Gallery in early July.
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A 90 YEAR OLD LADY REMEMBERS

Farewell to Dulwich

Dulwich's New Garden and
Design Centre
Open for all your gardening needs
(and more)
q•

Opposite West Dulwich Station,
Thurlow Park Road
18
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Mrs Vera Seaton-Reid was nearly 90 years old when her nephew, Mr Duncan Buyers, drove
her back to what used to be 2 Alleyn Park where she had lived when her family returned
from China just before World War One. Earlier neighbour (1884-1890) had been George
Augustus (Oliver) Conquest, who acted at the Garrick when his father was the manager.
He took over the Surrey Theatre in Blackfriars Road as actor manager and several of his
children followed him on to the stage. They later moved to 38 Alleyn Parle
On the site of Nos 2 - 8, twelve maisonettes have long since been built and been renamed Baird Gardens, after John Logie Baird (1888-1946) the pioneer of television. But
Mrs Reid's memory was fresh enough to recall for me on tape the history of the houses and
above all the trees of Baird and Rouse Gardens and Alleyn Park, some of which survive to
this day. A handsome Scots pine with spreading branches providing large fir cones every
year stands in the corner of my own garden. Along the backs of our gardens stand some
large oak trees and two more pine trees - probably a hundred years old. Mrs Reid
announced her arrival by explaining, "I'm looking for a chestnut which used to stand in
our garden." She and her family used to climb the flat spreading branches, play and even
carved their initials on it. On Firework Nights, they would climb higher to watch Brock's
Crystal Palace display of pyrotechnics and as a special treat were taken to the Palace where
Mrs Reid remembers the flying acrobatic ballet and climbing the 300 steps of north tower
to see the marvellous views of London, Kent and Surrey.
The four large original houses had stretched back to the boundary of the Kingswood
House Estate. Alleyn Park was formerly Palace Road and a few houses were also built on
the west side near the "new" Croxted Road as it was known in about 1886, followed by
more development in 1877 which filled up the remainder of the west side and most of the
east side (even numbers). The gardens of the few houses in Dulwich Wood Park were probably built about the same time. A footpath wended its way from the corner of Alleyn Park
along the side of the garden of No 2 Alleyn Park following the line of the Kingswood
House boundary to the Penge Road (now called College Road) to St Stephen's Church.
This Church Walk and Church Road were partly known as The Snicker, a Yorkshire term
for lane.
Surrounding land formed part of the old farm of Manor House situated by Park Hall
Road and South Croxted Road. Fields stretched as far as the edge of the Sydenham Wood.
Plots were leased out to various people in the 19th century including a large parcel
forming the Kingswood Estate. Later roads were driven through the fields after the railways cut through this part between 1854-68 period. At first not many homes were built
but the easy access to London provided by the railways stimulated the development of
Alleyn Park, Alleyn Road and Croxted Road around the 1870s and the estate increased in
size quite quickly.
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Mrs Reid explained that the chestnut, pine and hawthorn trees on the Dulwich Wood
Park side were originally in the front gardens of the four houses up to the corner of
Kingswood Drive. A retired merchant lived in one of them, Thornhill House in 1890, and
the lovely chestnut tree still on the central green was probably in the garden of that house.
We then turned into Alleyn Park and Number 2, first on the right hand side was now a
small detached house with a very narrow frontage but extensive gardens at the back built
and laid out around the 1960s.

Homestead
The Reid's house was called The Homestead after Homestead Farm about which Mrs
Reid had heard but could not trace. Next door Number 4, was named Melbourne after the
twice Whig Prime Minister of the earlier 19th century. They too had a large chestnut tree
in the front garden. Mrs Reid recalled that there were also oak trees. Today there is still
one large chestnut and one large oak by No 16 Rouse Gardens and one chestnut to the
corner where lie more houses and so to the green at the end of the close.
These original three-storeyed houses in Alleyn Park built around 1877 were of similar
size and each had 13 bedrooms to accommodate the large families of the time. The
Homestead's two and a half acre garden had a tennis court, vegetable plot and included a
new-fangled garage which Mrs Reid's mother referred to as the "motor house."

The Famous
THE VILLAGER RESTAURANT
AT DULWICH'S FINEST INN
Open daily for lunches 12 - 2.30pm
Evenings Monday-Saturday 6 - 10pm
'fraditional Sunday roast served
from 12 noon to 3pm
DULWICH SUITE
Premier venue for wedding receptions,
banquets & buffets. Ideal for business
seminars, training and presentations
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DULWICH VILLAGE

LONDON SE21

7BJ

Tel: 0181~693 2466
Allied Domecq Leisure

Fish & Chips Takeaway
Harry Niazi
Proprietor

69 Norwood Road
Herne Hill, London SE24 9AA
Tel: 0181 671 8259
Fax: 0181 671 5665

Resident Princess
The children played at the end of the garden climbing the boundary fence into
Kingswood House where the owls called at night and which boasted a large fish pond, a
lake, a grotto with ornamental steps. J. L. Johnston, a Scotsman, who owned Bovril lived
there until 1900 and turned it into a "castle" complete with a small keep and castellated
tower. This forbidden territory for children became during World War One a military
hospital. Canadian walking wounded soldiers familiar in their blue suits and red ties were
invited to The Homestead in the evenings. After World War One a Russian princess, said
to be a refugee from the October 1917 revolution lived at Kingswood.
Mrs Reid used to worship at St Stephen's Church where their former neighbour at
No 4, Mr Egerton Brydges, had a stained glass memorial window believed to have been
lost in World War Two damage. He had planted a weeping ash and a willow, both alas
gone. Lord Vestey, owner of the Blue Star shipping line and United Cold Storage, lived
there from 1921 to 1940 and had a private train to take him from Sydenham Hill station
to town.
(To be continued)

Betty Griffin

FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
WE CAN SUPPLY
GLORIOUS CROWN ROAST
SADDLE. OF LAMB
GUARDS OF HONOUR
FRENCH TRIM CUTLETS
STUFFED CUSHION OF LAMB
FRESH VENISON
PRIME. SCOTCH BE.E.F

AND LOTS MORE

Tel: 0181-161 0018
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1996 -1997 & 1997-1998
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~
for the second year nm11i11g

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
12-3 p.m. and 5-10 p.m.
Closed Sundays & Mondays
PARTY ORDERS OUR SPECIALITY
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FOX UNPLEASANT? FOX POPULI!

SIMMONS

AI

7/10 Chandos Street, London W1M OLN

Tel No: 017144 7 9000 Fax: 0171 44 7 9001
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
REGISTERED AUDITORS
We also proved a full range of taxation services
and specialise in business development
Local Partner, Anup Dalal

Tel No: 0181 299 4430

SPENCE
ENNEDY
Estate and
Letting Agents
le Calton Avenue
Dulwich Village
London SE21 7D E
Telephone: 0181 693 7835
Facsimile: 0181 299 0642
Find us on the Internet
, e-mail us@spencerkennedy.co.uk
or look at our site on the Web
www.spencerkennedy.co. uk
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PUBLISHING LTD
We can offer you
a highly competitive
digital book publishing
service for print runs of
between 25 and 500.

Telephone

0171..,274 9573
for further information

Some Dulwich residents welcome nightly visits from (sub)urban foxes and enjoy watching,
perhaps even feeding them, in their gardens. Others view them as pests on a par with the
seven plagues of Egypt, and fox behaviour can be distinctly un-garden-friendly, not to say
noisy and smelly when vulpine hormones are at their peak. During the last school halfterm, a group of residents in Dovercourt Road decided to hire a firm of pest controllers to
rid their gardens of what they evidently saw as a dire nocturnal nuisance.
Usually such firms trap the foxes first, then remove them to shoot them elsewhere. On
this occasion, their marksman tried to do the job on the spot, but accidentally shot and
killed a resident's tabby cat instead. Sad for the cat, and its owners, of course. It also
raises the issue of whether or not it is wise (even though it may be legal) to use a firearm
with householder's permission in a suburban back garden. Or, as James Stewart's famous
gunless sheriff of lawless Bottleneck says in the classic western, Destry Rides Again,
"Don't like using guns. Someone might get hurt - maybe me." But the incident offers an
even sorrier insight into the poor levels of wildlife knowledge that allowed such an action
in the first place. For leading zoologists like Professor Stephen Harris and David
Macdonald have proved, after years of studying and radio-tracking foxes, that fox
populations tend to regulate themselves, if left alone. The animals disperse and move on
from their birth area at a particular time of year. And, in a city like London, they don't
live very long anyway - even without anyone taking potshots at them.
If a family group is undisturbed and not being constantly replaced by "strangers"
coming in to fill the vacancies of dead foxes, only the dominant vixen will produce cubs.
It's thought that aggressive behaviour by the dominant vixens suppresses ovulation in
other female family group members. If backup litters are produced, these may be killed.
One study in Bristol discovered that there were 211 fox families across the city, producing
1,000 cubs each year. It sounds an awful lot, but cub mortality is very high. Many don't
even live long enough to come out of their underground earths. (Cubs, after all, aren't
vaccinated against the dog-borne diseases that a pet puppy would be protected against).
Cold weather, dogs, flooding, the death of the vixen, will take further toll. During the
summer, many sub-adults (like their parents) fall victim to road accidents. Others are killed
by other types of accidents, infections, dogs, cats and people.
Some young foxes stay in an area, replacing dead parents, but many leave the family
group in winter to find new territories. By this time numbers of the "new batch" will
have halved so any seeming flux of late summer or autumnal foxes is a temporary
phenomenon.
What happens when pest controllers or others kill or remove "nuisance" foxes from
the area? Exactly what happens when a population of feral cats is exterminated. Nature
hates a vacuum, so before long a new population of travellers moves in - and foxes are
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highly opportunistic beasts. But if the newcomers are not related, then the usual rules of
fox birth control will not apply - breeding vixens who are not mother-daughters, or sisters
or aunts or nieces will not have worked out a breeding pecking order and all will come into
season. Result: a population boom.
Trevor Williams, who founded the advice, information and rescue service, The Fox
Project more than ten years ago convinced several local authorities to discontinue their fox
pest control for just this reason. It was useless and a waste of (taxpayers') money, he said.
Instead, two-thirds of Britain's local authorities refer residents troubled by unwanted fox
visitors to his 24-hour deterrence line. The organization provides useful information (e.g.
explaining why foxes are digging up your garden - it's because if you've used blood or
bonemeal fertiliser, it's because they can't tell the difference between a pack of scattered
Fison's and a lump of buried carrion). Combined with human cunning, their pack of
chemical and ultrasonic repellants, costing just over £20, is both a humane and ultimately
successful way of marking one's gardens "out of bounds."
It may surprise some to learn that the average life expectancy of a fox is 18 months.
Three sick and injured Dulwich foxes rescued by the RSPCA and Fox Project wildlife
ambulances in one recent week provide typical examples of how their short lives usually
end. Two dog foxes had been hit by cars and badly injured but both were successfully netted. One died en route to an RSPCA hospital, another had to be put down by a local vet
because of severe internal haemorrhaging. The third, a young vixen, had lost a third of its
body weight and most of its fur through mange in the previous months. Jaundiced and
weak it was cage-trapped after seeking refuge in an empty, indoor dog kennel. She survived
for a few days but died in hospital of multi-organ failure and dehydration. None of these
animals was more than two years old. Who needs a man with a shotgun when Dulwich,
like other suburbs, are well equipped with diseases like leptospirosis, mange and the perils
of the motor-car?

Angela Wil!?.es
Angela Wilkes is Secretary of the Wildlife Committee of the Duhuich Society but these
are her own views and not necessarily those of the committee - Editor.
To find out what really happens when fox meets cat, your plant-pots or best pair of
trainers - come and listen to the Dulwich Society Wildlife Committee talk by Trevor
Williams of the Fox Project, St Faith's Centre, Red Post Hill, Thursday, March 19.
Read Urban Foxes by Professor Stephen Harris (Whittet Books, £7.99 plus £1.50 p&p)
available from Hill Farm, Stonham Road, Cotton, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 4RQ. And,
if you need help, call Fox Project Advice Line 01732 365340.
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WINTER SIGHTINGS
The list of garden, woodland and water birds remains constant, fortified by the
average of less frequently mentioned autumn and winter visitors noted by Dulwich
residents keeping their eyes and ears open. A Green Sandpiper heard at night over Burbage
Road is the first here since current records began in 1980. Typically, London has 20 plus
passing through most autumns. Far more unusual was the Nutcracker seen twice by one
observer in the Village area where on the first occasion it was at close range accompanied
by Jays. This brown bird streaked with white occasionally erupts in small numbers from
Siberia.
A cock Pheasant, the third in 25 years, meandered across lawns in Great Brownings
delighting one observer and Cormorants made a brief return in October to the roosting site
in the park, plus a lone visitor to the same roost on December 14. Goosander are now on
our list after six flew west over Court Lane on December 12. In the same area Woodcock
landed in a garden on January 2, one day after a Snipe had flown south over the golf
course.
Also in mid-winter a male and a female Blackcap and Chiffchaff have been noted
adding to the individuals no longer longer troubling to migrate. Emigrating Swallows and
House Martens were last seen in October.
Passing overhead have been Lapwing, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Jackdaw. Winter
arrivals: Fieldfare, Redwing - 1200 flew over during October 12, a day that saw large
numbers through London - Brambling, Redpoll, Siskin. And resident birds: Sparrows, Pied
and Grey Wagtail reported scarcer. One Tawny Owl still graces Dulwich from the depths
of Great Brownings, Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers are subject to more reports
suggesting increasing numbers. Both species spend much less time on lawns, the former
grub in ant nests and the latter presumably for a similar purpose when one
was observed probing a square metre of lawn for twenty minutes. Lesser Spotted
Woodpeckers go largely unnoticed even when visiting garden trees. Generally unobtrusive,
its woodpecker call, loud for so small a bird, may be heard from February to April.

Invertebrates
Among invertebrates there has been little stir. With the exception of hedgehogs now
gradually re-establishing themselves, January reports suggest that not all are hibernating
although to avoid cremation of this flea-ridden gardeners' friend a stirring of the bonfire
before lighting is advisable.
Fox and pipistrelle Bat maintain the status quo whilst conflicting reports of more/fewer
leave the frog numbers undisturbed.
Invertebrates have produced the usual scarcity of records including those from your
recorder himself: wasps fewer than in 1996, Lacewings noted inside houses August and
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December, Stag Beetles now either pupae in the soil or large cream bugs tunnelling in trees
of all sizes. Purple hairstreak has to be added to our butterfly list.

Butterfly fiasco
Twelve months ago the Newsletter had a mention of butterflies. Enclosed at the appropriate page were a leaflet and a form for buterflies to be entered when first seen. In his
naivete the wildlife recorde1; who is alone responsible, assumed a 2-3 per cent take-up.
Of more than 1,000 forms distributed only three were returned. A lack of market research?
Probably. Fewer than 30 species are likely to visit and most of these are readily identifiable.
It is hoped that this year our butterflies may be recorded more fully. NO recording sheets
will be issued. However, it is your garden record in addition to that of the knowledgeable house a few doors away that is wanted. The Butterfly Recorder, Stella Benwell, on
0181-693 1447 will be glad to hear from you. If you are acquainted with Admirals and
Painted Ladies, &c., please report the dates of their first visits of the year to your - or to
anyone else's - garden in 1998.

Don Freshwater
Chairman, Recorder
Wildlife Committee
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Kingswood House
Seeley Drive, Dulwich
London SE21 8QR
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LEARN TO TANGO
Class opening Wednesday
25th February 1998
Beginners Class 7-8 p.m.
Salon 8-11 p.m.
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or 0958 561 249
Free Parking
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SAVING THE WOODLAND
Dulwich Woods is one of the few remaining areas of woodland in south-east London left
from the Great North Wood which stretched from Selhurst to Deptford. In 1545, Henry
VIII granted Dulwich Manor to the City Goldsmith and this was sold in turn to Edward
Alleyn, the actor. The woodland was then managed by "coppicing" - i.e. reducing all
trees to ground level apart from a few selected specimens with straight and sturdy stems.
These were allowed to mature for approximately 30 years before being felled for building
(including ships) while other timber was used for fuel and other practical purposes.
Alleyn, in his statutes, ordained that the woodland should be managed on sound
business principles, his intention being that most of it was to be divided into ten coppices,
one coppice to be felled and sold each year in turn. The remainder of the woodland area
was for the College's own use for the production of timber, fuel, etc. The theory was that
to allow too many large trees to mature together would risk shading and therefore suppress
an otherwise healthy coppice. This is precisely what has happened in recent years and the
result is significant dieback of otherwise healthy trees because of the constant struggle
for light in an overcrowded wood. The appearance of the wood suggests that no active
management has taken place since the turn of the century.

Existing policy
The remaining areas of Dulwich and Sydenham Hill Wood are currently divided into
two as far as management is concerned, one section administered by LWT (London
Wildlife Trust) and the other by the Dulwich Estate.
The LWT area is managed in a more formal way than the area controlled by the
Dulwich Estate. However, the lack of management administered by the Estate is in some
ways quite refreshing. The woods appear far more natural and rural and in some ways
unkempt, which is exactly how a natural woodland should be, rather than manicured or
strictly managed. The Estate policy is to maintain paths, litter control, etc, together with
ensuring that no dangerous trees or limbs overhang main pathways.

Dulwich Estate woodland
Coppicing ceased before the end of the century and since that date all the oak trees have
been allowed to mature togethe1; resulting in a "one age" wood. A considerable number
of trees are dying for a variety of reasons but mainly because there are too many trees
struggling against each other for light. They are, in effect, killing each other.
The tree canopy is too dense to permit enough light for the natural regeneration
of oak saplings, although more robust species requiring less light are quickly establishing.
Species including ash, sycamore, birch, hornbeam, hazel and elder, together with
many other typical woodland varieties, are beginning to dominate the lower canopy
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of the wood, together with the ageing upper canopy of oak which is gradually disintegrating.
It is not too late to save the oak woodland but action has to be taken soon regarding
its management. The Estate Trustees wish the wood to continue as predominantly English
oak with a small percentage of sessile oak, but no red oak or turkey oak. Additional species
to be encourged can include ash, birch, thorn, holly, hornbeam, cherry, hazel, yew and
beech. The existing policy of the Dulwich Estate should continue, thereby allowing the
wood to carry on growing as naturally as possible with little maintenance. Brambles
should be allowed to flourish as they protect wildlife and young tree saplings, whilst dead
branches and trees should be allowed to die, fall down and rot down naturally within the
woodland setting.
It is, therefore, of paramount importance that young oak trees are established and
allowed to mature. It is not necessary to revert to 19th century coppicing procedures
which would obviously destroy the visual amenity of the woodland and be unacceptable
aesthetically. It is, however, necessary to establish areas of approximately one acre which
are open to light in order to create the correct environment for oaks to regenerate both
naturally and by supplementary planting methods. A number of prominent trees would be
allowed to remain in these areas. The exercise would be repeated in other selected areas,
say every five to seven years, in order to establish an oak woodland of different ages. The
age difference of the trees will not be too noticeable, bearing in mind that oaks can live for
two or three hundred years.

A. George
Tree Consultant
Dulwich Estate

Stella Benwell, chairman, Trees Committee of the Dulwich Societ), comments: We very
much welcome this initiative on the part of the Du!tvich Estate regarding Dulwich.
We have long pressed for an ecological approach to its management and are therefore
delighted at this development. We have considered the details of the plan and would like

The handmade jewellery specialists (Member of National Association of Goldsmiths)
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Quality repairs on clocks, watches and jewellery
Fine secondhand & Victorian jewellery bought and sold
We also require for clients: Quality clocks, watches, silver, paintings and various objects d'art.
Valuations for insurance and probate. A genuine price will be offered for the above.
Large range of unusual jewellery, rings, earrings and bracelets set in gemstones.

Extensive stock of watches, clocks, glass and bronzes.

34 Lordship Lane, S1E22 SHIU

Tel: O 181 693 4059
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to make the following points. We are happy to see an area of preferably only half an acre
cleared sufficiently to encourge the regeneration of the oaks as an experiment, assuming
that the neighbourhood wishes it to remain predominantly oah. Matthew Frith, manager
of the LWT, in his article on the 1987 hurricane in the Autumn 1987 Newsletter pointed
out that the felling of trees can have good results.
Howeve1; clearly a large open space is not always essential for oahs to regenerate in
view of the quantity of new growth on the Cox's Walh side of the pond. We think there
may be other factors as well as the lach of sunlight preventing the growth of young oahs
and only time will tell. Can consideration also be given to hornbeams which have also been
a feature of the wood?
We are entirely in favour of reducing the number of young sycamores, laurels and
rhododendrons and removing dying oaks where it will let in more light but we oppose the
felling of healthy oahs. They often all have a life of 200 or 300 years.
We wonder whether the site chosen is in fact the best in view of the fact that there
are no little oah seedlings to be seen there. As far as new planting is concemed it would be
ideal if some of the saplings near the pond could be transplanted in order to retain the
native stock. We should also lihe to suggest this: Supposing the experiment is a success and
other areas are cleared one or both of the areas of woodland not open to the public at
present should be excluded from the scheme and left to nature. Some thinh that a mixed
wood would be as desirable as a predominantly oah one. Nevertheless, we wish the scheme
success and would be interested to receive other members' views.
For Dulwich Society trees walk in the woods, see What's 01!, Page 2.

AIRCRAFT NOISE OVER DULWICH
Have you noticed an increase in aircraft noise over Dulwich? Do you wake up at 4.15 a.m.
when the first flights come in and you find it impossible to get back to sleep?
Unfortunately, this is not just a nightmare. It is really happening.
Since 1995, a trial, arranged by the Department of Transport, British Airports and the
National Air Traffic Service, has been in operation. This includes bringing aircraft on to
the instrument loading system beam ten miles out from London Heathrow rather than
the previous seven and a half miles (Barnes) area. The effect of this is that most aircraft
bank over Dulwich, Blackheath, Lewisham, and Brackley prior to joining the instrument
loading system. Hence the increased air traffic, volume and noise for Dulwich residents.
This happens when the prevailing wind is in the west (70-7 5 per cent of the time!) Hong
Kong, Frankfurt and Sydney operate a night curfew from midnight to 6.30 a.m. London
Heathrow does not! It is ironic that those far eastern flights having avoided the curfew then
arrive here at 4 a.m.
Night flights have doubled in the last ten years. British Airways has requested more
night flights at Heathrow from 1998. Heathrow is eager to attract more business. What
will it be like if Terminal 5 is allowed to go ahead? In the past 15 years numbers of flights
at Heathrow have increased by eighty per cent. The condition for Terminal 4 being
approved was that this would be the final major expansion.
Noise from Heathrow today is creating intolerable suffering and harming the health
and well-being of people right across London and the South-east. Enough is enough!
What is needed is an independent regulator with the power to enforce limits on aircraft
noise and to stand up to the aviation industry. There isn't one at the moment.
What can you do to stop night flights and Terminal 5?
Write to Southwark councillors asking them to persuade Southwark Council as the
elected local authority to take up the issue with central Government as Wandsworth and
Lambeth councils have done already.
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Telephone (Freephone) the Heathrow Noise Office on 0800-344 844 registering your
objection to the problems caused by Heathrow flights.

'The ultimate in home cleaning'
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s!rvice to coincide with your

Join HACAN (Heathrow Association for Control of Aircraft Noise) by contacting
Mr Dermot Cox, HACAN, P.O. Box 339, Richmond, TW9 3RB. Tel: 0181-876 0455.

Jeremy & Vivienne Gilliard
Tel: 0181-693 1342

MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of uniformed ladies are here to dust your blues
away. We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 0860-367 857
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A MATTER OF CONVENIENCE
Southwark Council Regeneration and Environment Department, has issued planning
guidance on the conversion of public houses to other uses. Dulwich Society of course
values the contribution which well-maintained public houses in the Victorian tradition
make to the amenity of this area. We should hate to lose the Crown and Greyhound, the
Alleyn's Head or the Dulwich Wood House.
While the department are conducting this entirely commendable campaign, may
we please urge them to pursue an equally intense mission to preserve that other great
Victorian amenity, the public convenience, which is rapidly becoming an endangered
species throughout London.
I am sure that as far-sighted planners of environmental amenity they have registered the
close, sometimes urgent, connection between this topic and the one they have taken up. It
should be humiliating for the Council and the staff of the Cuming Museum and reference
library, Walworth Road, to advise us to use the facilities of Macdonalds across the street
because there is no longer a lavatory in the whole of that fine Victorian public building.
The public sense of humour is already tested on the park railings at the Oval by the
helpful information that the nearest public convenience is in Brixton more than a mile
away. A Camden public convenience has a notice saying it is closed immediately next to
another notice on the door of a public house that its facilities are for the use of customers
only. Soon no doubt we shall be seeing notices like this:

Bill Higman
Chairman
Dulwich Society
This article has been abridged from a letter from the Society chairman to Mr Peter
Devenport, Principal Planner, Southwark Council, Regeneration and Environment
Department. Cartoon is reproduced with the kind permission of The Spectator.
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