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June
Until September:

Dulwich Picture Gallery. Goya's full length portrait and ten
paintings by Tiepolo on loan from the Courtauld Institute
Galleries.

Wednesday, June 3:

Friends of the Horniman Rosebery Road Show, Conservatory,
Horniman Gardens, 4 - 7 p.m. £1 per piece (maximum five
pieces £5 ) Enquiries Mrs Spooner, 0181-693 3697.

Saturday, June 6:

Herne Hill Cycle Track, Burbage Road. Happy's Holiday
Homes (France) meeting. 1 p.m.

Saturday, June 6:

Winged Fellowship Trust Soiree with The Galliard Trio, St
Stephen's Church, College Road, 8 p.m. Tickets £8 (to
include glass of wine). Further information Mrs Joan Brander
0181-693 5373.

Wednesday, June 10:

Dulwich Society Gardens Group visit to the R.H.S. Garden at
Hyde Hall and to Glen Chantry Garden. Coach from Dulwich
Picture Gallery, College Road, 8.45 for 9 a.m. sharp departure.
Return c. 6 p.m. Price £12.50 (or £10 for R.H.S. members
bringing their membership ticket). Fully booked but reserve
list open. Please telephone Ina Pulleine on 0181-670 5477
after 11 a.m.

to include visits to the Old Burial Ground and Christ's
Chapel. Meet 7.45 p.m. Old Burial Ground, centre of the
Village. All welcome. No charge.
Friday, June 26:

Leonard Cheshire Golden Jubilee. Bonhams Antiques
Valuation Evening, Great Hall, Dulwich College in aid of
Athol House, 7 - 10 p.m. Tickets (available from Athol
House, 0181-670 3740) £12.50 (including wine and entitling
supporters to have up to three items appraised).

July
Thursday to Sunday,
July 2 -5:

Dulwich Players' open-air production of William Shakespeare's
Midsummer Night's Dream in the gardens of Dulwich Picture
Gallery Thursday to Saturday, 8 p.m. Sunday 5 .30 p.m.
Tickets £6 and £4. Further information Jan Rae 0181-299
4180.

Friday, July 3:

Friends of Horniman Museum Mini-Glyndebourne concert,
Phoenix Opera conducted by Janet Haney. 7 p.m. £10 Tickets
from Janet Higman (0171-274 6921). Picnic on Horniman
Gardens lawn, coffee available.

Saturday, July 4:

Exhibition and sale of locally crafted high standard pottery
under the supervision of Roland Austin, Mrs Dora Leat's
garden at Ridgeway, Fountain Drive, 2 - 5 p.m. Admission
£1 including tea.

Thursday, July 9:

DDAFAS lecture on The Tradescants: Father And Son by
Rosemary Nicolson, lecturer to the National Trust.,,.

Thursday, June 11:

DDAFAS Lecture on Windsor Castle Before And After The
Fire.''·

Saturday and Sunday,
June 13 and 14:

Dulwich Country Fayre, Dulwich Parle Free.

Wednesday,
June 17 - July 26:

Dulwich Picture Gallery. Paula Rego's latest paintings,
costume dramas based on the 19th century Portuguese novel,
The Sins Of Father Amaro.

Wednesday, July 15:

Inaugural meeting of the Friends of Kingswood House, off
Kingswood Drive, SE21. 7.30 p.m.

Thursday, June 18:

Dulwich Society Local History Group: A Summer's Evening
Walk through Edward Alleyn's Dulwich led by Brian Green

Sunday, July 26:

Kingswood Summer Fayre, Kingswood House, with fun
activities for children. Free.
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August
Saturday, August 8 to
Thursday, August 13:

Friends of Horniman Museum Annual Art Exhibition in
Horniman Conservatory. All exhibits donated by local artists
for sale or final raffle.

September
Saturday and Sunday,
September 12 and 13.

Dulwich Festival.

Saturday, September 26:

Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery concert, Stephen Skinner
clarinet, and Emily Segal, piano. 11.30 a.m. No additional
admission charge but there is a retiring collection.

Wednesdays starting
September 30:

WEA Programme on Science In Your Garden taught by
Dr June Chatfield in ten lessons, 1.30 - 3.30 p.m. Details from
Judy Marshall 0181-674 5787.

Wednesdays starting
September 30:

WEA Programme on Trees taught by Dr June Chatfield and by
Helen Furminger and Jon Riley in ten lessons. This is a repeat
of an oversubscribed winter 1997 programme. Details from
Judy Marshall 0181-674 5787.

October
Thursdsay, October 1:

Dulwich Society Trees Sub-Committee: Trees Talk by Derek
Patch of Alice Holt Lodge, St Barnabas Centre, Calton Avenue,
SE21. 8 p.m.

,,. DDAFAS - Dulwich Decorative And Fine Arts Society monthly lectures illustrated with
slides are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at James Allen's
Girls' School (JAGS) East Dulwich Grove, unless otherwise stated. Coffee and
biscuits 7.30 p.m. Visitors £4, students 50p. No meetings in August or September but
first lecture Thursday, October 8.

JOHN BURTON ROBINSON
(October 6 1908 - February 28 1998)
John Robinson was a founder member and later Chairman of the Dulwich
Society Garden Group for five years. The Group was Gerald Fairlie's brainchild and the first meeting was held at his house in Grange Lane in 1979.
John was there and made an outstanding contribution to the work of the
Group over the nineteen years which followed.
One of the main functions of the group is to arrange visits to interesting gardens in and around Dulwich. John very rarely, if ever, missed one of
these garden openings and for many of us our fondest memory will be
of seeing him and his wife, Elizabeth, at these events. John had a great
knowledge of gardening and was a real specialist on cacti, succulents and
pelargoniums (geraniums). John always felt that his work with the Dulwich
Society and its Gardening Group helped to encourage others to preserve the
beauty of the environment for future generations.
He will be remembered in many ways. On the humourous side, for the
celebration of the Tollgate where John and Peter Rowlands dressed up as
country yokels with funny hats, smocks and straw in their hair as the
dray horses and sheep were herded through. He will be remembered for his
magnificient displays of plants and flowers at the Dulwich Society's public
meetings and for the way in which he was always pleased to share his
expertise with others. But he will be remembered most of all for his
gracious, kindly and courteous manner.
In his memory, the Society plans to install a memorial seat in the gardens
of Dulwich Picture Gallery. Donations to the memorial will be welcomed
and any surplus will be devoted to beautifying the gardens of St Barnabas
Church.

John Ward

GARDEN
1998 Competition
This year's competition is for the best Fuschia grown in a pot (maximum height of pot eight inches). It is not too late to start growing one - the judging will not take place until
August.
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MINUTES
The 35th Annual General Meeting of the Dulwich Society was held at 8 p.m. on
Thursday 16th April 1998 at St Barnabas Church Centre, SE21.
Present: Vice-Presidents: Mrs Marion Gibbs, Mr Peter Lawson and approximately 40
members.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Captain Denys Wyatt (President) and Mrs Wyatt,
Judge M. Goodman, Judge M. Rich (Vice-Presidents), Mr and Mrs G. Able, Miss M.
Campbell, Mr I. Mclnnes.

94 Park Hall Road
West Dulwich
SE218BW

2. MINUTES of the 34th AGM held on the 18th April, 1997, having been circulated to those present, were approved and signed.

ESTATE AGENTS
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

3.

Assoc. of Residential
Letting Agents

A
A

s

SPORTS

CLUB

Alleyn's School · Dulwich - SE2Z 8SU

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modern sports facilities.
The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, sports hall,
gym, two multi-purpose halls;
tennis courts, cricket nets.
Activities include: aerobics/step;
badminton; scuba diving; table
tennis; basketball; karate;
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.
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Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
sessions
During the Easter, Summer &
Winter holidays Sports Experience
day camps & courses are available
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and
experience various multi-activities
and sports.
Surrey League Competitive
Badminton is played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also
available

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club
Your know it's good for you!

~

Alleyn's Sports Club, Townley Road, Dulwich

Tel: 0181

3
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MATTERS ARISING: None.

4. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT (W. Higman): A protocol has been agreed with the
Dulwich Estate for the better operation of the Advisory Committee appointed under
the Scheme of Management; there to be greater accountability to residents, in particular
the Estate giving a written response with reasons to representations made through
the Committee. Hopefully a more responsive attitude was emerging, together with a willingness to review decisions when representations are made. We consider the decision
advantageous to have annual rather than quinquennial accounts under the Scheme. The
basis of apportionment of charges would be determined by an independent surveyor, and
we consider a flat charge for all enfranchised owners to be inequitable.
Following allotment of funds by Southwark Council for the enhancement of the
Village, we have had meetings with the Council and other interested parties and organised
a public meeting to formulate suggested improvements.
The Society has continued to forge close links with local schools and beneficiaries
of the Edward Alleyn Foundation. We are delighted that the Master of Dulwich College,
Mr Graham Able, has agreed to stand as Vice-President.
We have encouraged support to keep Kingswood House open for public use and for
the formation of a new comprehensive school.
5. SECRETARY'S REPORT (P. Spencer): The Society is now on the Internet. Future
Society talks will be held on Thursday evenings as Fridays are no longer convenient at
St Faith's or St Bambas centres. We should welcome the assistance of a photographer to
record the ever changing scene in Dulwich where some development is always in progress.
6. TREASURER'S REPORT (Prepared by R. Lloyd): Copies of the audited accounts
for the year to the 31st December 1997 were circulated at the meeting. These showing an
operating surplus in the year of £2,910. Due to income from advertising in the Newsletter
and the prudence of past years to build up resources, possibly needed in legal action due
to proposals to amend the Scheme of Management, we had funds at the end of the year of
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£25,486. In the year we had made donations towards landscaping gardens: £500 to
St Barnabas Church and £1,000 to Dulwich Hamlet School; also £750 to London Wildlife
Trust which manages Sydenham Hill Woods. There is a proposal we make a substantial
contribution for the Dulwich Park children's playground. Other suggestions welcomed for
the improvement of amenities in all parts of Dulwich. This elicited several ideas from those
present and, hopefully, other members will respond.
The accounts were approved (proposed by J. Ward, seconded by P. Lawson) and a vote
of thanks given to Russell and Caroline Lloyd for their work.
7. APPOINTMENT OF HON. AUDITOR: Mr Ken Jeffries, chartered accountant,
was thanked for his continuing work and his re-appointment was approved (proposed by
P. Spence1; seconded by S. Benwell).
REPORTS FROM:
(a) Membership Secretaries (W & R Taylor): Membership just under 1,000 households, so numbers considerably higher. In the year we lost 50 members and gained 42, so
essentially we canvass newcomers and residents not already members. The geographical
spread of members throughout Dulwich remains much the same as in recent years. A plea
is made to those members not paying their subscriptions by standing orders to do so to
save the Society postage. The committee considered the introduction of Life Membership,
as requested at the last AGM, but had rejected it for practical reasons.
(b) Editor's Report (B. McConnell) 4 quarterly issues of the Newsletter published in
the year. Tribute paid to the contributors, distributors and Mrs M Taylor who deals with
the postal copies. We are indebted to the advertisers and to Anne-Maree Sheehan and
Margaret McConnell (Newsletter Main Distributor) for gaining their custom. We welcome
articles and comments, even controversial and critical ones.
(c) Traffic and Transport (A. Hanton) Discussions held with the Council, schools and
the Estate to achieve improved balance between needs of motorists, pedestrians, cyclists
and residents. The 20 mph zone centred on Court Lane had reduced accidents and hopefully this trend will continue with the new zone centred on Burbage Road. The Red Route
on the South Circular is being implemented. Two open meetings were held to discuss
the dangerous Village crossroads. Efforts being made to improve conditions for cyclists
and for pedestrians visiting the Picture Gallery. The Society has expressed concern over the
proposed development for the Crystal Palace site due to the likely heavy increase in traffic.
Railway Companies have been pressed to improve services and publicise timetables.
Concerns expressed from the floor included:traffic speed in Gallery Road & East
Dulwich Grove, the Townley Road/East Dulwich Grove junction effectiveness of humps,
and school coaches in respect of JAGS. Mrs Gibbs reported Council authority received for
alterations to allow off-street setting down and picking up.
(d) Planning & Architecture Group (prepared by I. Mcinnes): The revised name from
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Planning Sub-Committee reflects the Society's increasing influence in improving the
appearance of new developments and our aim only to support applications of merit. The
Group reviewed 165 applications to the Estate lodging objections to 33 and responded
where appropriate on applications to the local authorities. Key developments considered
were the Woodyard/Dulwich Park site, Alleyn's School (sports facilities), Mitchell's yard
and the Village enhancement project. The Group hopes to sponsor a biennial exhibition
and competition to encourage quality in design
(e) Trees (S. Benwell): We welcome the initiative by Dulwich Estate to encourage the
regenerations of oaks in the Woods by accepting expert advice that about an acre should
be cleared and part re-planted. About 20 of the trees we planted in Bell Meadow are alive.
Southwark have planted street trees in many of the spots we reported to them where trees
had been lost. We had hoped to persuade all three Foundation schools to set aside disused
corners of sports fields as nature reserves; JAGS had already initiated this and Alleyn's will
probably do so. The autumn lecture was on the Primeval Forests of Poland by Matthew
Frith. If you consider a tree a dange1; kindly notify a member of the sub-committee.
(f) Wildlife (D. Freshwater): Amongst activities arranged were a visit to the heronry
at Kelsey Park, Beckenham, and a talk on bats. There was a poor response to the request
for butterfly sightings. Mrs Judy Marshall to take the chair of the sub-committee and
tribute was paid to Don Freshwater on relinquishing the chair.and to Marjorie Campbell
who had resigned from the committee on which she had served for many years. A
member present inquired whether the reduction in small birds was caused by squirrels.
(g) Gardens (J. Ward): Over 200 members are on the list for visiting local gardens, and
11 such were visited. The interest and generosity of the owners is much appreciated. Other
activities in the year included a talk on cultivation of pelargoniums, competition for the
growing of one such, and a visit to Oxford Botanical Gardens and Waterperry Gardens.
Tribute was paid to Jackie Galer who had died during the year and to Pat Rose and Rosa
Davis who had resigned.
(h) Local History (P. Darby): The summer's evening walk led by Brian Green had been
in the Sydenham Hill area. The autumn meeting saw old film clips of the locality.
The Gazeteer detailing the derivation of local street names was published and further
copies are available. The next production is to be pen portraits of past local worthies and
offers to research are welcome. Edited versions of previously published History
Supplements are now on our website.
9. ELECTIONS for the year 1998/9.
The following honorary officers were elected:
President: Captain Denys Wyatt, OBE RN
Vice-Presidents: Graham Able, MA MA
Mrs Marion Gibbs, BA M.Litt.
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KEEP DULWICH HOSPITAL - BUT WHERE?

Judge Michael Goodman
Peter Lawson, FRIBA FCIArb. FRSA
Dr Colin Niven, MA
Judge Michael Rich, QC

Officers: The

following

officers having

been proposed

and

seconded

and were elected:
Chairman: William Higman
Vice-Chairman: Adrian Hill
Secretary: Patrick Spencer
Treasurer: Russell Lloyd ACA
Joint Membership Secretaries: Wilf & Robin Taylor

Executive Commitee: The following having been proposed and seconded were
elected:
Stella Benwell to be representative on Trees Sub-committee
Patrick Darby to be representative on Local History Sub-committee
Alastair Hanton to be representative on Traffic & Transport Sub-committee
Judy Marshall to be representative on Wildlife Sub-comittee
Brian McConnell to be Editor of the Newsletter
Ian Mcinnes to be representative on Planning & Architecture Group
John Ward to be representative on Garden Group.
10. Any other business

The meeting concluded at 9.45 p.m.

0181 299 4737 - 24 HOURS
"DOOR, WINDOW LOCKS TO BS 3621
m FULLY INSURED. ALL WORK
GUARANTEED
" FIRE, POLICE, INSURANCE
SPECIFICATIONS
"RECOMMENDED BY M.O.D. &
INSURANCE COMPANIES
mWE INVOICE COMPANIES

ALARMS,ACCESS CONTROLS
CCTV, DOOR ENTRY SYSTEMS
m COLLAPSIBLE GATES, LONDON
BARS, GATES, CAR PARK POST/BARRIERS
m DIGITAL LOCKS, KEYLESS
LOCKS, KEY CABINETS, SAFES
m COMPUTER KEY CUTTING BY CODE
CAR/DESK KEYS BY NUMBER
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"Did you hear about the rich Dulwich man who was so snobbish he would not travel in
the same car as his chauffeur?"
"Yes, they've just both been transferred to Dulwich Hospital after their cars were
involved in an accident."
The story (overheard recently in King's) illustrates one of the many arguments that
Dulwich Hospital is essentially complementary to King's and the following article is
published by courtesy of the East Dulwich Society:
Did you know that the petition of over 1300 signatures against the loss of your local
hospital was "lost" by the Department of Health?
Do you know that the Ministry has failed to acknowledge this loss although the
Campaign holds a receipt for its delivery by hand?
Do you know that the Health Authority in its evidence to the Review Panel claimed
widespread support for its proposals to demolish Dulwich and sell the site for executive
housing?
Do you know that it is now admitted that the proposals for Dulwich set out in the
Authority's glossy brochure cannot be carried [out] because there is not nor has there ever
been any money for any phase of building the promised replacement for the Dulwich
Hospital with a so called "community hospital" which would have been a very limited unit
in any case?
Do you know that an officer of King's told a meeting (March 27 St John's Church) that
they may want to start on their plans even before the Secretary of State's approval is
signed? More asset stripping?
In the face of these outrageous facts the Campaign Commitee has written to the
Secretary of State and is seeking an inquiry by the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administration (Ombudsman).
What no one apparently realised was that the old hospital laundry had already been
sold off and used to build exclusive homes and many residents wonder what will happen
next. The Campaign address is 43 Melbourne Grove, SE22, or contact the Campaign
chairman, Roy Smith, 0171-733 9450.

co"1,1•11i,o,irn

LE:
TEL/FAX: 0 I 8 I
SHOP 98A LORDSHIP LANE SE22 8HF
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SPENC
ENNEDY

58 Glengarry Road, East Dulwich,
London SE22 SQD

Tel: 0181-299 2004
Fax: 0181-693 5611

Estate and
Letting Agents

Small, friendly, family-run B&B
where a warm welcome is guaranteed.
Comfortable, well-furnished rooms
truly a "home from home" for the
discerning guest
ETB Listed-Commended AA QQQ
The Which? Hotel Guide 1998
RAC Listed
BTA London B&B Award

Selected by The Sunday Times as
one of the best 'digs' in London Town
(14th Sept. 1997)

le Calton Avenue
Dulwich Village
London SE21 7DE
Telephone: 0181 693 7835
Facsimile: 0181 299 0642
Find us on the Internet
e-mail us@spencerkennedy.co.uk
or look at our site on the Web
www.spencerkennedy.co. uk

All Building, Maintenance
and Repairs
• The complete plumbing &
heating service
• Boiler servicing
• Drain clearance
• Corgi registered
• 7 day service 365 days a year
• Free estimates & heating
design service
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted
• 24-hour emergency service

I

I

I I

13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22
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General Alterations
Bathrooms & Bedrooms
Electrical & Plumbing
Roofing & External Works
Plastering & Decorating
All Insurance Work
Call now for a
free estimate

0171s820 0935

The Woodyard
The Society has strongly objected to Southwark's application as it believes that any
development in this site should not even be considered unless there are exceptional
circumstances which can be shown to be such as to override basic objections on policy and
design grounds. These exceptional circumstances can only be related to direct improvements to the Park and there is, as yet, no suggestion by Southwark Council that this is
likely to be the case.
Alleyn's School
Representatives from the Society attended the public meeting held in the St Barnabas
Hall to discuss the plans for an all weather hockey pitch and sports pavilion. There was a
certain amount of information circulating prior to this meeting and this had not been
helped by the School's failure to explain the scheme in detail to the local residents prior to
the application - the first many people heard of it was from Southwark Council's official
notification.
The Society considers that the new building is a considerable improvement on the old
one but it supports objections to the floodlighting and notes the concerns over traffic. It is
difficult, however, to know what the compromise is. On the one hand you have a school
that needs to enhance its facilities to compete in an increasing competitive market place
while on the other you have residents who have benefited for many years from the 'open'
view over the school's playing fields and do not wish to see it disrupted. The impression
gained from the meeting was that the school needed to be more resident friendly as there
was a clear difference of opinion between the residents and themselves as to their current
relationship.
Crystal Palace
As most members know, the Secretary of State for the Environment did not call in the
plans for Bromley's proposed leisure development on Crystal Palace Parade and order a
public inquiry. It has been reported that the Crystal Palace Campaign is applying to obtain
leave from a High Court judge to proceed with a legal challenge to Bromley's decision to
grant conditional outline permission. The CPC is fund-raising to support its action. The
Society is split over the development in that many members feel that the likely increase in
any traffic outweighs any other benefits, while others think that the facilities that will be
provided are badly needed in this part of London and that some increase in out of hours
traffic on the main routes through Dulwich may be the price that has to be paid.
Dulwich Society Awards
In conjunction with the Society's Executive Committee, the Planning and Architecture
Group proposes to set up a biennial exhibition and awards competition to encourage both
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SIMMO

s

7110 Chandos Street, London W1M 9DE

Tel No: 0171 44 7 9000 Fax: 0171 44 7 9001

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
REGISTERED AUDITORS
We also provide a full range of taxation services
and specialise in strategic business development

Local Partner, Anup Dalal

Tel No: 0181 299 4330

excellent new design and the careful and imaginative restoration/refurbishment of older
properties. The aim would be to a have a display of the best work in Dulwich over the two
year period and give building owners various categories of awards.
Obviously a key consitutent of such a proposal is the active participation of residents,
both in allowing their houses to be photographed, and in recommending schemes that they
think are worthy of consideration.
The scheme is at a very early stage but if you think your extension (or your neighbour's
extension) is particularly good, please let the Planning and Architecture Group know.

Planning review
The Planning and Architecture Group continues to review the planning applications
made to the Dulwich Estate every month. The last year or so has shown a considerable
improvement in the design and appearance of most proposals, particularly with the greater
use of up and coming architectural practices from other parts of London. The Society
support innovative design where appropriate, and of good quality, but is also keen to raise
standards in such areas as the basic roof extension - it has targeted dormer windows in
particular, with some success. You only have to look at some of the properties in Court
Lane that back on to the Park to see what has happened in the past.

Ian Mclnnes
Chairman
Planning & Architecture Group

THE VILLAGER RESTAURANT
AT DULWICH'S FINEST INN
Open daily for lunches 12 - 2.30pm
Evenings Monday-Saturday 6 - 10pm
n·aditional Sunday roast served
from 12 noon to 3pm
DULWICH SUITE
Premier venue for wedding receptions,
banquets & buffets. Ideal for business
seminars, training and presentations
73 DULWICH VILLAGE
LONDON

SE21 7BJ

Tel: 0181-693 2466
Allied D0mec<1 Leisure
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AND WE SELL
LAMB KEBABS
CHICKEN KEBABS
PORK KEBABS
BEEF KEBABS
SAUSAGES • BURGERS
RIBS •CHOPS •STEAKS

AND LOTS MORE

Tel: 01 I

I 001

~

/~~·

~:tl'!

1

1

~! 1__ ~'

'The ultimate in home deaning'

}.'; R
J_t

Tel: 0181-777 9713

egul~r monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your
equ1rements.

MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of uniformed ladies are here to dust your blues
away. We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 0860-367 857
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Mrs Marjorie V. Payne, a former Dulwich resident, noted our comments on the lack of public conveniences and reminded us that on the corner of
Eynella Road and Lordship Lane, opposite Dulwich Library, there was once the most attractive Swiss chalet type, with gents downstairs,
ladies upstairs and covered in Virginia Creeper, a very attractive red in Autumn. They pulled it down and it's now Lloyds Bank!
Picture by courtesy of Southwark Local Studies Library
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The Famous
Dulwich Picture Gallery
College Road SE21
0181 693 5254

Fish & Chips Takeaway

Harry Niazi
Proprietor

69 Norwood Road
Herne Hill, London SE24 9AA
Tel: 0181 671 8259
Fax: 0181 671 5665

Paula Rego
17 June - 26 July

ANYONE SEEN MY GIRL?
The Picture Gallery is looking for this portrait of Mrs Desenfans, painted by Sir
Joshua Reynolds c 1757. The painting of Margaret Desenfans, wife of the founder
of the Gallery, whose body lies with him in the Gallery mausoleum, was last seen

FREE MAILING LIST
If you would like to receive the
Gallery's events leaflet three
times a yeai~ fill in the form and
send it to Kate Knowles
at the Gallery

Name ........................................ .
Address .................................. ..

PUBLISHING LTD
1996 -1997 & 1997 -1998
by

~
for the seco11d year ru1111i11g
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We can offer you
a highly competitive
digital book publishing
service for print runs of
between 25 and 500.

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
12-3 p.m. and 5-10 p.m.
Closed Sundays & Mondays

0171-274 9573

PARTY ORDERS OUR SPECIALITY

for further information

in the 1930s when the picture was copied. The copy- not a very good one - hangs
in the Gallery to this day. But where is the original? Her descendants sold it to an
American in the 1930s and since then there have been rumours of sightings.

Telephone
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LOOK OUT FOR STAG BEETLES

K . A. Jeffries & Company
Chartered Accountants
18 Melbourne Grove
East Dulwich, SE22 8RA

Tel: 0181 693 4145

Fax: 0181 299 0326

Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966
Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses
General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT
Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice
and registered Auditors

Have been Honorary Auditors of the Dulwich Society from
its inception in 1967
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especially in the Dulwich Society's quarterly Newsletter
because The Newsletter reaches a readership almost
exclusively in the top people's social group.
The Newsletter speaks to those who value your goods and
services. The Newsletter advertising rates are very competitive:

Full Page £120.00
Quarter Page portrait
£30.00
Half Page £60.00
Quarter Page landscape £30.00
Ten per cent discount for four issues paid in advance

Details from Margaret McConnell,
assistant advertising manager, 0181 m693 4423
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It is not often that Londoners can help in a National Survey of an endangered species. We
have our chance now with the National Stag Beetle Survey. Last year the London Wildlife
Trust undertook a pilot survey of this globally threatened species (Lucanus cervus). The
results showed "a broad swathe of stag beetles right across South London." Particularly
high populations were recorded in Beckenham and Camberwell/Dulwich. The reasons
for this need further investigation. However, the area does seem to provide the warm
conditions they like and a good supply of rotting timber through which they tunnel in the
larval phase.
Large pre-1914 gardens are very good habitats for the beetles, other suitable wood for
them is likely to be provided by wooden fence posts and compost heaps. Parks, playing
fields, woods and green spaces are obviously good but you may even see them on the
pavement. So keep your eyes open and get children to help too.
The survey will be launched on May 14 but you are most likely to see them in
June, July and early August. You can get a form to report sightings from either the London
Wildlife Trust: 0171-261 0447 or from the People's Trust For Endangered Species:
0171-498 4533.
These forms have further information and drawings to help with identification; and
also ask you exactly where you saw them and what they were doing at that time. Note that
only the male has characteristic "antlers" from which they get their name. These are like
large jaws and can be used for fighting. The L.W.T. tells us that these are harmless but
should not be handled unless they are in danger from a predator such as a bird or cat. The
males can be seen flying in the evening but this is unusual for females. They are the largest
insects you are likely to see around.
Last year on the pilot survey the L.W.T received more than 170 completed forms. They
hope for many more this year. New sites were recorded. Your sightings will be fed into the
national survey and will make an important contribution to this important project. This
will help conserve the species as a whole and especially in its preferred home in the Southeast and its liking for the warmth and woodiness of Dulwich.

Judy Marshall
Chairman
Wildlife Sub-Committee

BUSY BEES, SHINING HOURS
The shrubbery by the traffic lights at Village Way is the recorder's cornucopia of the superfamily Apoidea. The figure of 153 on St George's Day (April 23) was miraculously close to
the previous 158 for the one-and-a-quarter inch diameter "volcanoes" counted in the
shrubbery. From which emerged those black bees with orange abdomens and which
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commonly breed and feed in our gardens before laying eggs, each with paralysed prey fit
for newly hatched grubs, one in each of about five chambers.
Other invertebrates had already appeared, among them queen wasps and a number of
butterflies. The latter have, hopefully, been and will continue to be reported to Stella
Benwell (0181-693 1447). Elsewhere in the vast field of invertebrates, involving possibly
tons per acre of biomass, this Society lacks the benefit of being able to record the teeming
life all around us. Offers to help fill but one gap in local knowledge will be helpful.

Stag beetles
Meanwhile Stag Beetle reports, for four years a continuous but fluctuating interest
among members, are earnestly sought. And a final mention on insects is on honey
bees. Paul Bond hopes that a hive will be on display by the museum and hut area of
the Park Rangers, part of the colony containing the queen and attendants to be viewed
under glass.
Early March saw the usual congregations of frogs in garden ponds where spawn turned
into tadpoles by April. Toads did not follow suit though Dulwich surely has a more
significant population when nearby in Camberwell they prosper. As for the poor old newts
it seems they are beneath the notice of members and only when asked by the recorder does
a record surface, "Lots and lots in our ponds."
The fox dominates mammal reports where the numbers charmed by playful vixens and
cubs are matched by those incensed at the depredations of flower beds and other offences.
The abundance of squirrels is an everyday feature, wood mice get the occasional mention
together with moles and shrews, rats and house mice almost are never seen in an estate
where they surely abound. There has been one wintering bat on the wing and by June,
if the number of members reporting them increases, we may get a fair picture of their
patchy distribution about the Estate. Meanwhile the welcome swelling of hedgehog ranks
continues over a wide area.

Whither grey wagtail and bullfinch
Being more conspicuous birds tend to hit the headlines more than the rest of our fauna?
Or do they? An absence of recent records suggests the disappearance of grey wagtail and
bullfinch so please advise if you have a current Dulwich sighting. Enough encouraging
reports, however, suggest that bird life, constantly up and down as so much of it is where
life expectancy is brief, is generally in good heart. The observation of several are epitomised
by one watching at and exploring from his Court Lane home: cormorant over the park,
shoveller (21), pochard (4), tufted duck (20) + mallard and eight duckling April 11 all on
lake; both green and spotted woodpeckers holding park territories; departing redwing
(40+), passing swallows, house marten, meadow pipits, wheatear, ring ouzels (4)! common
and lesser whitethroat, black cap, willow warble1; chiffchaff, siskin, redpolls (numbers up)
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and linnet. Some in song and may stay to breed - records please - particularly nesting
house martens. Collared doves, one pair resident.

Hurrah for the hawfinch
Finally on birds, thanks to the London Ecology Unit for a report of two hawfinches in
the larches at Dulwich wood. Thirteen years have elapsed since the previous record of this
species, more elusive than shy, it may be discovered by the patient observer quietly passing
a half hour beneath a hornbeam or birch and waiting for seed cases dropping to ground.
Butterfly record sheets are available (providing there is no great rush) from the recorder
(0181-693 1447). Other non-botanical records please to 0181-693 1666.

Stop Press
The eight-and-a-half-inch little owl (Athene noctua) is breeding again in Dulwich for
the first time in many years.

Don Freshwater
Recorder

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

Osteopaths treat more than
you think

Osteopathy focuses on the mnsculo-skeletal system (the
bones, joints, muscles, ligaments, and connective tissue)
and the way in which it inter-relates with the body as a
whole. It combines scientific knowledge of anatomy and
physiology and clinical methods of investigation.
Osteopaths diagnose and treat faults which occur because
of injmy, stress or perhaps disease, to enable the musculoskeletal system to work as efficiently as possible, allowing
the body to restore itself to normal function. A caring
approach and attention to the individual is considered
particularly important.
After treatment, an osteopath can advise on maintaining a
realistic level of health and avoiding those things which
might be damaging. For example, remedial exercises to
adjust posture or advice on diet and lifestyle can be given
as part of a personal health care progranune.

HOME VISITS
EMERGENCIES
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TALLY HOKUM!

DISPENSING OPTICIANS

IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATIENTION

AUSTRALIAN OPTICAL AIR TITANIUM
YVES ST lAURENT OAKLEY CALVIN KLEIN
JOOP! C:HEVICiNON DOLCE & GABBANA
GIORGIO ARMANI & MANY OTHER NAMES
SPORTS EYEWEAR CHILDREN'S FRAMES CONTACT LENSES

29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE2 l 7BN
TEL: 0181 299 0230
Also at 41 New Cavendish Street London W l M 7RJ

'Brocf(we[[ :zlrt Services
Established 1979

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING

It is a principle of this Society never to pass on a good rumour without suitable embellishment. There has been widespread debate about urban foxes. Tessa Jowell's postbag has
evidently contained more letters from constituents about fox-hunting than on any other
subject. Most of us did not need to join the Countryside rally because we are here already.
Vulpine nostrils are now twitching at the widely received intelligence that the Estate
Trustees have made provision in their accounts for the accoutrements (thought to be a good
chivalric word) of a Dulwich hunt. This they consider entirely appropriate to the time-honoured bear-baiting tradition of Edward Alleyn. The hunt would meet, naturally, in Hunt's
Slip Road and would pursue its quarry as far the Fox On The Hill. Here exhausted huntfollowers and saboteurs would be within convenient reach of King's College Hospital
casualty department.
So much is clear but beyond this rumours may be exaggerated. For example it is
reported that the hunt's livery will be in the Dulwich Foundation's traditional colour of
cornflower blue, which will show up better in an urban environment than the darker blue
favoured by the Duke of Beaufort's hunt. It has been added, perhaps unfairly, that huntsmen in this borough would not wish to be associated with any shade of pink, let alone red.
Concern has already been expressed as to whether hounds constitute dogs for the purpose
of Council bye-laws and may consequently need to be kept on a leash when passing
through public parks.
The real problem in Dulwich is that there is no other predator at the top of the food
chain to check the increased number of foxes in residence. Proposals to introduce wolves
into Dulwich Woods for this purpose have met with opposition from those who claim that
boars would be more effective and taste better. If these in turn are to be hunted, those with
a literary bent observe that the unspeakable might at least be in the pursuit of the eatable.
Those who wish the foxes well will no doubt continue to feed them regularly with
good-quality dog-food or by leaving the doors of their hen-coops or rabbit hutches ajar at
night.

M.F.H. (Retired)

DELAYED
Contact James Davidson
232-234 Railton Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 OJT
Telephone/Fax: 0171 274 7046
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Further instalments from two of our veteran contributors have been unavoidably held over
until the Autumn issue of the Newsletter which will be published in September. They are
from the memories of the late Mrs Vera-Seaton Reid, who has died at the age of 90, but
whose recollection of trees, people and more, went back to the early parts of the century,
and more from Mrs Marjorie V. Payne, of West Sussex, who meanwhile continues with the
delightful thought of the centre pages in this issue.
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Books for all the family

ld Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village,
London SE21 7DE
Telephone: 0181-693 2808
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JUMBO BOROUGH
Southwark shows two faces to the world. Speakers visit neighbouring districts and boast
or lament that Southwark is the second most deprived borough in Britain but not in
Dulwich. Others are proud that Southwark has long since swallowed into its municipal
system the already existing boroughs of Bermondsey and Camberwell which included
the settlement, turned village turned suburb of Dulwich.
Leonard Reilly, the local studies librarian, has now written the well-produced
Southwark, An Illustrated History (Southwark Council, £6.95, plus £1 postage and
packing). It is difficult to appreciate only nine out of 92 page references to Dulwich, with
its abundantly rich but well-known background but there is a clue in the selection of
pictures comparing children playing in a street in the inner city, Walworth, and cricketers
in their whites on a playing field captioned "Affluent, suburban Dulwich, middle
England".
After the introduction of railways, horse-trams and buses, says the author, "one area of
the parish of Camberwell that remained untouched by these momentous changes was
Dulwich. Events (or lack of them) here illustrate how the absence of just one of the factors
necessary for development (in this case a landlord willing to let building leases) utterly prevented any change despite the obvious presence of other factors (transport, capital and
expanding population).
"The 1450 acres that made up the Dulwich estate were managed by the estate
governors to provide an income to the schools and other local charities. They attempted to
do this by allowing only building that would be attractive to the wealthy, upper middleclass and professional parents of potential pupils.
"Thus the small amount of building that was allowed in the very last years of the
19th century was strictly regulated in terms of its size (large detached houses) and location
(near the boundaries of the estate). So successful were the Dulwich estate governors in
controlling development that, in 1901, Dulwich had the lowest population density anywhere in London, save Eltham."
Mr Reilly gives full acknowledgement to his sources but it would be both entertaining
and instructive if someone could portray what Dulwich might look like today if it had
followed the pattern of its inner London neighbours. And how much less they would
pay in Council Tax.

J.B.M.
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BURIAL GROUND AND CHAPEL
Brian Green's summer's evening walk on Thursday, June 18, organised by the Dulwich
Society Local History Group will take visitors to the Burial Ground in the centre of
Dulwich Village and Christ's Chapel of God's Gift. The burial ground and chapel were
consecrated on the same day, September 1, 1616. [That was the year a mariner first
rounded Cape Horn, Galileo was arrested for heresy and Shakespeare died]. The last
person to be buried in the burial ground was Mrs Goodman of the Crown and Greyhound
in 1898, one hundred years ago, and the chapel is happily still open for worship.

Kingswood House
Built in 1812 by William Vizard, Kingwood House has been the home of the English
gentry. The last owner was Lord Vestey. English Heritage ranks the house as a Grade II
listed building of special architectural and historic interest. In 1965 the House became the
property of Southwark Council and by converting it into a library and community centre
the council aimed to preserve its character and emphasise its best architectural details.
Despite regrettable vandalism and thefts of some fittings, many spendid features have been
retained, including the tapestry and panelled walls, marble and polished oak flooring and
rich handworked plaster ceilings.
Because Kingswood is rich in character and and provides a superb historical backdrop
to private functions and community events the Jacobean and Golden rooms are popular
for anniversary celebrations and mini conferences. Kingswood is licensed for marriage
ceremonies and there are catering facilities for receptions.
Surrounded by lawns, trees and a rose garden, the place provides a colourful setting for
photography and has much to offer as a film location both for historical and contemporary settings. For further details contact the Manager on 0181-761 7239. Make sure you
always check the What's On section of this Newsletter to find out what is going on there.

building. With its Poynter fresco and its stained glass window it is a tremendous asset to
Dulwich and its community. On June 6, the church will be the scene of the Winged
Fellowship Trust soiree with the Galliard Trio, featurng Andrew Morris (flute) head of
research and development at a government agency for further education; Martin White
(oboe) barrister working in an architectural practice; and Alex Foreshaw (piano and
bassoon) planning officer for Islington who specialises in the preservation of old buildings.
In the eleven years since their foundation they have established a reputation for variety
playing at festivals in London and elsewhere and on radio. The Trust will benefit from
their peformance of J.S. Bach, Schumann, Dvorak, Debussy, Bartok and Milhaud and help
them continue to provide much needed breaks for carers and holidays for severely disabled
people at five centres nationwide. Guests are cared for by a combination of trained staff
and volunteers ensuring one-for-one care and companionship. The strain of caring
for a disabled person can be enormous for both carer and cared for. A break becomes
essential sooner or later and more than 6,000 spend one or more weeks at the Trust
centres each year. Please see What's On for details of their June 6 soiree.

Dulwich Picture Gallery
The gardens of Dulwich Picture Gallery will be the setting of William Shakespeare's
A Midsummer Night's Dream on July 2 - 4 at 8 p.m. and July 5 at 5.30 p.m. One of
Shakespeare's most well loved stories, this comedy of mixed up Lovers and Fairies should
be enjoyed by the young and not-so-young alike. A large cast has been drawn from the
local community and it promises to be an energetic and lively production. The Dulwich
Players perform locally and have demonstrated their range through undertaking classics
and modern plays on a regular basis. This is their second visit to the Gallery, but the first
time in the gardens and we are grateful for the help and co-operation from the Gallery in
mounting this production. They hope you will while away a summer's evening with them
in the picturesque gardens.

Dulwich Festival
The Sixth Dulwich Festival will take place on Saturday and Sunday, September 12
and 13 this year. The two concentrated days of artistic activity and community entertainment will include the annual Party in the Park on the Sunday when Dulwich Park will offer
free dance, music, children's activities, community stalls and an art exhibition. The Festival
Committee, which in previous years has organised American line dancing, fire eaters, stilt
walkers, ferret racing and more, is always looking for new ideas. Please ring Valerie
Thorncroft, Festival Director, on 0181-200 1011.

St. Stephen's Church
A fine Victorian church designed by Charles Barry, junior in 1868, it is now a listed
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Poole Mordant
Chartered Accountants

Small enough to care, big enough to deliver
Martyn Poole (Dulwich) 0181 693 7335
David Carey (Mottingham) 0181 851 2200
Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 0171 232 0707

36 St Olav's Court, Rotherhithe, London SE16 2XB
In association with Poole & Carey, Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors
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HOW GREEN WAS MY ISLAND

'ERE AIRMAN, WHAT ARE YOU SOUNDING NOW?

Jeffrey Rumble writing in the Herne Hill Newsletter is absolutely right to identify 'Island
Green' with a substantial stretch of Half Moon Lane (and not, as some would have it, with
the area at the north end of Norwood Road). However, we do not need to speculate on
the derivation of the name.
The first reference to the name as "Ireland's Green" in a lease granted by Dulwich
College in 1727, and the name, always subsequently as "Ireland Green," recurs in several
College leases and other records up to 1808 and possibly later although I can't vouch for
that. It was applied to a stretch of manorial waste, widest in the middle and tapering at
either end (the Half Moon public house at the west end and the present junction of Half
Moon Lane and Village Way at the east) with a public lane, now Half Moon Lane,
running through its entire length. For several centuries before 172 7 it had been known as
Greenstreet Common. So what prompted the change of name?
Simply, the answer is that from 1702 the name of the College's lessee of two houses
(roughly where Courtmead Close is now) and about 13 acres of land south of the lane
was one James Ireland, and his son Thomas Ireland succeeded to the property in 1714,
remaining as a tenant until 1742. The Irelands didn't have the longest of frontages of
properties along the lane, but clearly they were lessees for long enough to make their mark
on the locality.
I know that "Island Green" sounds more romantic, but unfortunately it isn't right.

I have just read Jeremy and Vivienne Gilliard's article on aircraft noise over Dulwich. By
sheer coincidence a double glazing firm rang me that very evening and I took the liberty
of giving them the relevant phone number and explained the dilemma of the Gilliards.
I trust contact was established and the outcome happy for all concerned.
Of course, ear plugs are a much cheaper solution but they have the drawback of
remembering to take them out the next morning, and the decreased likelihood of hearing
any burglars who happen to be invading your premises.
I wish Hacan (Heathrow Association For Control Of Aircraft Noise) had existed
50-plus years ago. Most nights the Luftwaffe in their hundreds swarmed over the Dulwich
area dropping high explosives en route. And when the anti-aircraft guns stationed
adjacent to the 8th hole on Dulwich and Sydenham Golf Club course opened up that
really was noisy. Even ear plugs didn't help.

Patrick Darby
Chairman
Local History Group

(This note was sent to our neighbouring Herne Hill Society Newsletter for information - Editor).

Dr Terence G. Skinner
124 Thurlow Park Road
Dulwich SE21 8HP

AND MORE NOISE
It is very disappointing that the Government proposes no major changes to night flying
restrictions into Heathrow for the next five years. Dulwich suffers an intolerable amount
of noise and nuisance, night and day, from aircraft making an increasingly longer approach
into Heathrow. As regards night flights there are no economic arguments for depriving
large sections of London of a right to a peaceful night's sleep. The interests of local
residents are being sacrificed to those of a handful of passengers and big business.
Other major cities have night curfews and I believe that now is the time for a
night curfew to be introduced for Heathrow between the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m.
Daytime noise nuisance is also a concern and I have asked that the Department of the
Environment should begin consultation on daytime Heathrow landing procedures as soon

as possible.

W. UDEN & SONS L
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 HOUR SERVICE
Over 100 Years of Experience - Established 1881
The family business that still offers you a personal service
37S LORDSHIP LANE SE22 0181-693 IS26 AND BRANCHES
126 FOREST HILL RD SE22 0181-693 4160

CHAPELS OF REST
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MONUMENTAL MASONS

Jeremy Gilliard
77 Calton Avenue
SE21 7DF

AND HERE IS AN ANNOUNCEMENT
Recent protests complaining about aircraft noise suggested that eighteen months ago the
authorities changed the landing arrangements at London Heathrow airport and inferred
that this lead to increased noise levels over south-east London. This is not true. There have
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been no changes to landing procedures at Heathrow for daytime procedures for many
years.
In fact Heathrow is absolutely committed to mitigating the effects of noise on local
communities and works very clsoely with community groups, airlines and the government
which is responsible for issues relating to aircraft noise. in order to achieve this.
Confusion appears to have arisen over misleading claims about a change in landing
procedures at London Heathrow and nighttime runway alteration trials which took place
between October 28, 1996, and March 16, 1997. and again June 16 to November 16,
1997. To help clarify the situation runway alternation makes a significant contirbuiton to
aircraft noise relief for local communities and has been in operation at Heathrow since
1973. Following requests from, and in consuiltation with local community groups, a trial
to extend runway alternation to the night period was carried out, the results of which were
presented to the airport's consultative comittee. Claims have been made that Heathrow is
busy because it is cheaper for airlines to land. As a public limited company BAA Heathrow
is regulated by the government which is also responsible for setting the airport's landing
charges.
Anyone wishing to find out more about aircraft noise of take-off and landing
procedures can call the community noise information centre at Heathrow Airport's
Visitors' Centre free of charge on 0800-344 844. We would be happy to discuss any
queries Dulwich residents may have.

Antonia Kimberley
Public Affairs
London Heathrow

THOSE CONCRETE POSTS
Of the 157 concrete posts erected in May and June 1997 on the west side of College Road,
from College Road to the Picture Gallery, 150 are still standing. Two have been removed
for construction of a pedestrian crossover on the new Red Route and five were damaged
and removed following a road traffic accident between the north and south entrances to
College Gardens in March, 1998. Additionally, there are three broken posts and three
broken chains.
At the time of the road traffic accident four wooden posts were also demolished along
the boundary of College Gardens. These were repaired and the chains replaced within a
month of the accident by the College Estate. Well done! When can we expect the concrete
posts and chains to be replaced and repaired by Southwark Council?

(Dr) David Starr
11 Frank Dixon Way
SE21 7ET
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