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Professionally trained
(Chelsea School of Art)
Sittings in local studio or
in your home
Portfolio available
TEL: (020) 8674 2101

•••••••••••••••••
CONTACT JOHN ON
TEL: 020 ~8670 3982
FAX: 020 8333 7939
EMAIL: john@john·ken .dircon .co.u k

P.R.

Eric & Margaret welcome you to

All Building, Maintenance
and Repairs
• General Alterations
• Bathrooms & Bedrooms
• Electrical & Plumbing
• Roofing & Electrical Works
• Plastering & Decorating
• All Insurance Work

Call now for a
free estimate
0171 -820 093.5

Le Moulin
Le Moulin offers you dishes from the
Classic French Repertoire along with
high standard English cuisine.
Reservations are accepted any day
of the week except all day
Monday and Sunday evening.
Homs of opening are:
Tues - Fri: 12 Noon - 2.30pm
Tues - Sat: 7.00 - 1 Opm

Traditional Sunday Lunch
12 Noon - 2.30pm 3-courses £9.50
Le Moulin also has a private room and
bar available for parties or weddings

3 77 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich
For reservations telephone:

0181-693 7600
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M\IElflCU!lflY
LIMOUSINES
Executive Private Hire Car Service

December 1999
Wednesday, December 7: Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery lecture Love In A
Cold Climate (Love and marriage as depicted in art) by
Desmond Shawe-Taylor, Old Library, Dulwich College,
8 p.m. Friends £8.00, Others £10.00
Thursday, Decembe1· 9:

Tel: 0181 291 6556

Fax: 0181 699 3757

DDAFAS lecture on Banqueting Houses by Christopher
Pringle, National Trust and Inchbold School of Design, at
8.15 p.m., in the Holst Hall, James Allen's Girls' School*

Saturday, December 11: Lambeth Orchestra with Shostakovich: Jazz Suite No 2;
Prokofiev: Piano Concerto No 3; Gershwin/R. B. Bennett:
Symphonic Picture, Porgy and Bess; and soloist Mirey Tsuji
(piano). 7.30 p.m., All Saints' Church, Rosendale Road,
S.E.21. Tickets £7.50, concessions £6.00, children £2.00.

Email: mercury@fratemal.co.uk

({JJ First-Class Quality service in prestige Jaguar & Mercedes saloon cars.
({JJ Business service avail~J~,f!'.>ftrlpstoAi~rys, Stations etc.
({JJ Social outings -I~l"e/Opera/Sporting Events, ·~ftowing, Hospital visits.
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January 2000
Saturday, January 8:
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Saturday, December 18: Come, enjoy soloists and sing Handel's Messiah with the
Lambeth Orchestra. Scores available. 3 p.m., All Saints'
Church, Rosendale Road, S.E.21. Tickets £7.00.

'

,, ctory Fares: GJ{Wi''~nd Heathrow airportli ·_ £35.00
- £12.00 (one-wlil Valid until 23rd t)~:mber 1999.
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Extra-value services provided including free use of mobile telephone
within vehicle (Subject to applicable conditions).

Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery music concert by the
Killian String Quartet of young professional musicians,
11.30 a.m. Old Library, Dulwich College. No admission
charge, but retiring collection.

Wednesday, January 12: Begins a series of 12 South London Botanical
Institute/W.E.A. Wednesday afternoon sessions on
"Insects and Plants" by entomologist Raymond Uffen at
the Institute, 323 Norwood Road, Herne Hill, S.E.24.
1.30 - 3.30 p.m. Please ring Judy Marshall, 0171-326 1362.
Thursday, January 13:

DDAFAS lecture "A Kingdom In The Sun - Greek,
Roman, Arab and Norman Sicily" by Jane Angelini,
freelance Victoria and Albert Museum lecturer.*

February 2000
Wednesday, February 2:

Friends ofDulwich Picture Gallery piano duet by Antonietta
Notariello and Sanja Lagumdzija - Hadzic, Old Library,
Dulwich College. 8 p.m. Friends £8.00, Others, £10.00.
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Thursday, February 10:

Saturday, Febmary 12:

DDAFAS lecture on Italian Maioloica by Dinah
Reynolds, assistant in the Department of Western Art,
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.*
Lambeth Orchestra concert with Shostakovich's
Festival Overture; Prokofiev's Peter And The Wolf;
Dohnanyi's Variations on a Nursery Song; Britten's
Young Person's Guide To The Orchestra; with soloist
David Meacock (piano). 7.30 p.m., All Saints' Church,
Rosendale Road, S.E.21. Tickets: £7.50, concessions
£6.00, children £2.00.

Thursday, Fiiday, Saturday,
Febmary 24, 25 and 26: Dulwich Players present Ring Round The Moon by Jean
Anouilh, Edward Alleyn Theatre, Dulwich College, 8 p.m.
Tickets: £6.00.

March 2000
Saturday, March 11:

Thursday, March 30:

• "Crime has been beaten" while the muggings go on (see Letters
to the Editor) and local police cannot exercise more than one
horse at a time instead of two through the Dulwich streets owing
to lack of manpower.
• Fox hunting will be banned this year while the foxes roam Dulwich
(as well as Whitehall) fouling the pavements.
• The Southwark coroner recording a verdict that a one legged
Dulwich woman died of starvation at home off Croxted Road the
day after she was seen by her doctor.

Dulwich Society Annual General Meeting, 8 p.m.,
St Faith's Church Centre, Red Post Hill, S.E.24.

• Leasehold reform for Dulwich residents who wish to buy their own
homes is on the way, as it was in 1993!

Dulwich Society Garden Group lecture on "Design for
Small Gardens" by Anthony Noel, 8 p.m., St Barnabas
Church Centre, Calton Avenue, Dulwich. S.E.21.

* Dulwich Decorative And Fine Arts Society monthly

lectures usually illustrated with
slides are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at James Allens Girls'
School, (JAGS) East Dulwich Grove S.E.21., unless otherwise stated. Coffee and
biscuits 7.30 p.m, visitors £4.00, students 50p.
Postcript: Date in March to be finalised. Crystal Palace Triangle Community
Association talk on Love Jewellery by Geoffrey Munn of TV Antiques Road Show
who will value any piece for £5.00 donation to the Association. Admission £10.00.
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The Chairman and Executive Committee of the Dulwich Society wish all our Members a
very Merry Christmas and a peaceful and Prosperous Millennium.
In addition, the Editor personally wishes to thank everybody who contributes,
advertises or delivers the Newsletter for the benefit of all householders.
And being above politics offers the pious hope that in the coming days we may see
the end of messages like:

Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery music concert by
Alison Hall (oboe) and friends playing trios for wind
instruments. Old Library, Dulwich College, 11.30 a.m.
No admission charge but retiring collection.

April 2000
Thursday, April 6:

Millennium Message

• Dulwich Estates presenting householders with bills which should
have been sent and paid three or more years ago.
• And above all the end of the gauleiterism which forbids residents
and taxpayers from asking questions at public meetings and
proposes to curtail public council debates, which would be more
suited to 1939 not 1999 and in Dusseldorf rather than Dulwich
and Stuttgart rather than Southwark.
But we welcome the pioneering appointment and induction of the Reverend Diana
Hartley as the new vicar of St Barnabas, Dulwich, with the wish that she may enjoy
many happy years ministering to the parish.
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IS FAIR FAYRE?
On November 8, Southwark Council officials held a consultation meeting at the
Crown and Greyhound, Dulwich Village, with local amenity groups and other
interested parties, chaired by Ricci de Freitas, Director of Leisure Services; Kevin
Brown, Events Organizer; Nick Burton, recently appointed Parks Manager, and local
ward councillors. This meeting was ostensibly to enable the Council to put forward
proposals for the Dulwich Country Fayre on June 24-25, 2000, but the opportunity
was taken to respond to a number of unanswered questions relating to the event held
this year.

Park finances
We had asked Southwark Council on a number of occasions for details of Dulwich
Park management costs. These are evidently not easily compiled and are still
incomplete, but some figures were provided at the meeting.
Total annual current expenditure on the park is estimated at £276,100, of which by
far the largest components are £125,000 for contract maintenance and £94,700 for the
parks' ranger service. These account for 80 per cent of the total, leaving just £56,400
for other repairs and maintenance and for toilet cleaning.
General repairs are carried out on an ad hoc basis and have averaged £32,700
annually over the past three years. £2,000 was allotted for repairs and reinstatement
of damage after the 1999 Fair. It is proposed to spend £30,000 this year on
resurfacing paths. This will not meet the cost of repairing infrastructure damage
caused by heavy vehicles, which these paths were not made to withstand. £50,000
plus insurance compensation of £15,000 for damage caused by a heavy vehicle
earlier in 1999 has been allotted for the repair of Queen Mary gates and pillars at the
College Road entrance. These repairs have now been started and are expected to take
14 weeks.
The parks manager emphasised that the condition of Park paths and the instability of
the gate pillars are not solely attributable to the Fair but are the result of deterioration
over a long period of time. It is this progressive decline in the condition of the park
which concerns us most.
Southwark Council has no capital budget for major renovation of Dulwich Park,
which will evidently have to wait for a Heritage Lottery grant if it materialises at
all.
Additionally, the council expects the five major parks in the borough to generate
total annual revenue of £500,000 from which one could deduce that Dulwich Park is
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expected to raise about £100,000 a year. Perhaps for this reason, Southwark appears to
have spent less money on it in recent years than on other parks.
There is so far no record of rents received by Southwark Council for the two
Dulwich Park lodges, nor of franchise income from the cafe, the boats and the cycles
nor of fees paid for use of games facilities. We should like to know these figures, and
to know if perhaps they are transferred to some other sections of Southwark
Council's accounts.

Fayre finances, 1999
Dulwich Park Fayre 1999 made a loss of £65,549, additional to the budget of £51,842
which Southwark Council provided for it, which means that the total cost to be borne
by the Council tax-payers this year is £117,392. Altogether, the Council spent
£207,737 on the Fair - nearly as much as the annual maintenance budget for the Park
- and recovered rather less than half of this (£90,346) from a combination of
admission charges (£54,313) and franchise concessions (£36,032).
We have requested that Southwark Council's management priorities for the park
in future should relate to the cost of the Fair, which provides entertainment for two
days, more closely to the maintenance budget for the Park for the remainder of the
year.

Public response
20,021 admission tickets were sold for the two days of the Fair. Since each of the 5,805
"family" tickets would have admitted at least two people, the total number who attended
must have exceeded 26,000.
Southwark Council made an elaborate statistical survey of public reactions to the
1999 fair, based on a sample of 102 written and verbal responses to a questionnaire on
"favourite elements" and 58 written and verbal sources of complaint. The validity of
this survey and the use to which it has been put are at least questionable. Neither of
this Society's two letters to Southwark Council about the Fair, making other specific
points, has been answered, although they represented the views of a number of our
members. If the council intends to react to correspondence by weight perhaps we
should all write individually.
Approval ratings (68 per cent) were much higher for the classical concert on the
Sunday than for any other item, but it has been proposed to omit this from next
year's Fair because of the high cost of hiring the orchestra and erecting the

9

auditorium. We have tried to persuade the organizers to reinstate a concert on a more
modest scale.
Many more people (80 per cent) objected to the admission charges than to any other
feature of the fair, but it is proposed to retain these for next year. The June 2000
programme is planned to start at 12 noon on each day so there may be scope for a longer
period of free entry during the morning and after 7 p.m.

Scale and content
We had pressed for the Fair to be scaled down next year, not to usurp the whole area of
the Park and to reduce the impact of heavy equipment on paths and borders. Our pleas
have had limited effect although it is now proposed to leave the rhododendron garden
free. Carter's Steam Fair will still be in evidence, although its popularity was not rated
very highly. All heavy equipment will enter the Park through the Rosebery Gate on the
South Circular.
It is also proposed to have stirring re-enactments of an English Civil War battle with
600 participants including cannons, and other Wild West, field gun, car, quad bike and
motor cycle displays. If not much else, we shall no doubt have a resounding bang for our
buck with which to enter the twenty-first century.

Bill Higman
Chairman,
Dulwich Society

CALLOW MASTER LOCKSMITHS
Professional key-cutting service
All types of locks supplied and fitted
~.{lCKS~lfflfS

98a Lordship lane, London SE22 BHF
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WHEN YOUR NEIGHBOURS TURN UP THE VOLUME
There is an ancient piece of advice for those annoyed by neighbours' noise. Don't get
upset if they play their hi-fiat two o'clock in the morning. Call them at four and tell them
how much you enjoyed it.
Alas, it does not always work. The hi-fi had become a public address system and the
summer days and nights are spoiled for many residents by the incessant throbbing of
heavy metal and other noisy percussion. In some cases, the operators of such systems
should have given notice and obtained licences. There are some who have the occasional
and seasonal parties and like the Master of Dulwich College, Mr Graham Able, have the
courtesy to warn neighbours of the noise.
Typically, he wrote to residents of eight surrounding streets: "On the evening of
Founder's Day, Saturday 3rd July, we will be holding an open air concert in front of the main
school building of the College. This will be followed by a short fireworks display which is
due to start at some time between 10 and 10.45 p.m.
"I thought you would appreciate advance notice of this event. I trust that you will not be
unduly disturbed by the display and you might, perhaps, enjoy seeing it yourself. May I thank
you for your understanding."
Alas, the Master's courtesy is not copied by the Old Alleynian Club on Dulwich
Common. One of our distinguished members wrote to the Secretary, Old Alleynian Club,
Dulwich Common, and complained:
"From 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. on a Sunday afternoon (September 17) a loud speaker
commentary was coming from your club, every word of which was audible in my
garden. I first visited the places adjacent to my house where games are played Pymmers Close, Southwark Sports and Dulwich Park. All had games in progress but
with very little noise. I then walked to your sports ground (across the South Circular
and fields away) where I saw a young man with a large microphone encouraging
children and teenagers in a series of games adjacent to your club-house. At no time
were the children more than ten yards from him. The commentary was obviously being
used to control and encourage the children. I feel however the volume was excessive
and caused us to have an unpleasant Sunday afternoon.
"I understand it was a firm called Clyde using your ground. In the 15 years we have lived
here we have never heard noise from your sports ground and I should be grateful if you would
ensure that, if you rent it out to a firm, they have more consideration for the neighbouring
households, in particular on a Sunday afternoon."
From the same area there have been complaints of unlicensed loud speaker music
from Southwark Sports Ground on the South Circular. In the same month residents
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complained about loud music played over a public address system until after 1.15 on
a Sunday morning from an unidentified address. Police will respond to 999 calls and
take action if they can spare the manpower from other emergency duties.
Residents should be aware of official steps to curb noise nuisance. We can quote
members, particularly those living in flats on the Dulwich Estates, who have called
Southwark Council about neighbours' noise. The Council maintain a 24-hour hotline to
receive complaints on 0171-525 5777 a service which by all accounts is very courteous
and efficient, investigating officers being extremely strict.
A salutary warning to persistent noise makers comes from the neighbouring borough
of Croydon. Previous owners of the Queen's Hotel - now the Quality Hotel Church
Road, Upper Norwood, played incessantly loud late night music to the annoyance of
neighbouring residents. When the complaints were ignored, the environmental health
officer was called in, the hotel was prosecuted and fined £30,000!
We should all be grateful to the fun runners who start their runs on Sunday mornings from
Dulwich Park. Their early announcements have, after complaints, been very much restricted
and their speakers moved away from surrounding houses without any embarrassment to their
athletics or their wm1hy charitable work.
While on the subject of parks, we wonder whether the organisers of such events
as the Lambeth Country Fayre at Brockwell Park are aware that their amplified
heavy music can be clearly heard by residents on the South Circular a mile away. Or
that amplified music from the Crystal Palace concert bowl, particularly the 1812
overture accompanied by drummed up gunfire, can similarly be heard a similar
distance across Dulwich.

rotun
A traditional English restaurant at Dulwich's finest Inn
Mine hosts Barney & Sandra Maguire Wish you a Happy and
Joyful Christmas and invite you to visit The Villager Restaurant
Open daily for lunches 12.00-2.30pm with a constantly changing menu
Christmas bookings accepted for evenings only 6pm - 10pm
Evenings: Monday - Saturday 6-lOpm.
Traditional Sunday roast served from 12 noon - 3.00pm

Now licensed for Civil Marriage Ceremonies, The Dulwich suite is a premier venue for wedding
receptions, banquets and buffets. Ideal for Corporate seminars, training and presentations.

73 DULWICH VILLAGE, LONDON SE21 7BJ
TEL: 0181 693 2466 FAX: 0181 693 5616
ALLIED DOMECQ RESTAURANTS & BARS

Ilej!-n' s

Association

SPORTS

CLUB

Alleyn's School · Dulwich - SEU 8SU

Poole Mordant
Chartered Accountants
Small enough to care, big enough to deliver
Martyn Poole (Dulwich) 0181 693 7335
David Carey (Mottingham) 0181 851 2200
Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 0171 232 0707

36 St Olav's Court, Rotherhithe, London SE16 2XB
In association with Poole & Carey, Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors
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Alleyn's Sports Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modern sports facilities.
The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, sports hall,
gym, two multi-purpose halls;
tennis courts, cricket nets.
Activities include: aerobics/step;
badminton; scuba diving; table
tennis; basketball; karate;
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
sessions
During the Easter, Summer &
Winter holidays Sports Experience
day camps & courses are available
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and
experience various multi-activities
and sports.
Surrey League Competitive
Badminton is played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also
available

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club Your know it's good for you!
Alleyn's Sports Club.Townley Road, Dulwich

Tel:

15
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PRESENTING BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

FISH EXPERIENCE

LICENSED FISH RESTAURANT
Fish and Chips existed in the 18th century and was mentioned
by Charles Dickens in "Oliver Twist" - hence the name 'Olley's
Sunday & Monday Evenings .................................................. Spm - 11pm
Tuesday-Thursday............... 12 noon - 3pm & 5pm -10.30/llpm
Friday & Saturday ................................................................... 12 noon -11pm
67 - 69 Norwood Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 9AA
Tel: 020 8671 8259 Fax: 020 86715665
E-mail: olleys.fish.experience@interramp.co.uk
WHERE FISH IS TAKEN SERIOUSLY

iBEDKNOBS i
58 Glengarry Road, East Dulwich,
London SE22 8QD
Tel: 0181-299 2004 Fax: 0181-693 5611
e-mail: gill@bedknobs.co.uk
visit us at: www.bedknobs.co.uk

Small, friendly, family-run B&B where
a warm welcome is guaranteed

LKER
&
OLKER

A doctor can bury his mistakes but an architect can only advise his client to plant trees
to cover his en-ors. No two people agree what is good and what is bad in architecture
except perhaps in the case of the C1ystal Palace. Because in the twenty-first century
people will want to know exactly how to get there or how to avoid it.
The pictures shown on this and the centre pages overleaf illustrate only too clearly what is
good and what is bad, the translucent glass of Sir Joseph Paxton's 1851-1936 Crystal Palace
or the proposed cross between an airport hangar and a helter skelter to bear the same name.
Messrs Pannell, Kerr and Foster, the famous accountants, who advise on sports stadia
and similar places of mass entertainment, refused from the outset to have anything to do
with the new Bromley Council Palace because there was no infrastructure. No one
bothered to assess the impact on the environment. No one worked out how people would
safely get there or safely return home.
Each day seems to bring a new idea and usually worse than the last but at last the developers
have indicated that they wish to talk to the people, via their amenity societies and other groups.
Look again at beauty and the beast pictured below, then turn to the centre pages and
admire the arboreal richness of the smTounding area drawn by Audrey Hammond. Small
wonder that Audrey, who lives on Gipsy Hill, and sees from her roof this beautiful wooded
skyline where the Crystal Palace once stood. Small wonder that she is also a founder member
and President since its inception in 1970 of the Crystal Palace Triangle Association.
She is very mindful of the effect the Palace will have on their members and the
residents of Dulwich who will have to bear the brunt of the arriving and departing traffic
if the proposed Palace is ever built. A limited edition of 100 signed prints of this drawing
(37 x 50 cm) are available from the artist. Tel: 0181-670 6239.
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94 PARK HALL ROAD,
WEST DULWICH SE21 8BW

Comfortable, well-furnished rooms
Truly a 'home from home' for
the discerning guest

ETB Listed - Highly Commended
AA QQQ and RAC Listed
The Which? Hotel Guide 1999
BTA London B&B Award
'One of the best digs in London Town
(Sunday Times Sept. '97)

14

ESTATE AGENTS
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Afl!.oc of Residential
letting Agents

020 8670 8000
www.volkerandvolker.co.uk
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Books for all the family

ld Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village,
London SE21 7DE
Telephone: 0181-693 2808

rBroctwe[[ .9Lrt Services
Established 1979

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING

Contact] ames Davidson
232-234 Railton Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 OJT
Telephone/Fax: 0171 274 7046
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REMEMBERED 84 YEARS LATE
When Iain Wilton, of Constable Walk, College Road, began researching his book on
C. B. Fry, the great British sportsman, he could not have imagined he would come
across one of the most remarkable Dulwich stories on record.
C.B. or Charles Burgess Fry (1872-1956) born in Croydon, was, of course, the
former England cricket captain, who played in 26 Test Matches for his country and
with Don Bradman holds the records of six consecutive centuries in first class cricket.
Apart from being a brilliant batsman, he was an outstanding footballer, athlete and
rugby player, plus a pretty good rider, diver and golfer! Indeed, he represented England
at football, played for Southampton in the 1902 F. A. Cup Final, became the joint
holder of the world long-jump record and played rugby for - amongst others Blackheath, the Barbarians and nearly England. His outstanding sporting prowess is
demonstrated by the fact that he won twelve Blues - awarded for playing for his
university - at Oxford and captained the University at soccer, cricket and athletics, all
in the same year, an unprecedented achievement.
In later life, Fry added many non-sporting achievements to his brilliant on-field
performances. For example, he became a phenomenally successful writer, one of
India's representatives at the League of Nations and was, at one time offered the
throne of Albania but he declined. He was a friend of Lord Roberts, Lord BadenPowell, and Neville Cardus, the cricket writer. In addition, he encountered two of
Dulwich College's most celebrated ex-pupils, Ernest Shackleton, the explorer, and P.
G. Wodehouse, the author, who satirised Fry in The Swoop!
Let Iain Wilton tell what happened next in his research. "The Dulwich
connection continues because, on the last day of my research, I came across an
intriguing reference to C. B. 's younger brother, Walter, and his heroic death in the
First World War. I decided to search for some additional information on Walter Fry
and, in the course of the work, discovered that he had attended Dulwich College
while the Fry family lived at 24 Montrell Road, Streatham Hill. (C. B. Fry was a
boarder at Repton).
"However, when I paid a visit to the College's War Memorial I was surprised and
disappointed to discover that Walter Fry's name was nowhere to be seen and I raised
the issue with the College.
"I wrote to Mr Graham Able, Master of the College, and with help from Dr
Piggott, the College archivist, and the Medical Services Musuems - Walter Fry had
served in the Royal Army Medical Corps - we discovered that Major Walter Fry had
died on March 17, 1915, after volunteering (despite lacking any protective
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equipment) to help his fellows in Wittenburg prisoner-of-war camp who had been
affected by an appalling outbreak of typhoid. He died of the illness that he had
sought to treat and, for his courage, was posthumously mentioned in despatches on
January 10, 1919.
"To its great credit, Dulwich College decided to alter its War Memorial at
considerable expense by adding Walter Fry's name to those of many other ex-pupils who
died in World War One. After 84 years the life of one of Dulwich College's most heroic
figures finally received the recognition he deserved in time for the November the
Eleventh Remembrance Service".
C.B. Fry: An English Hero is available at all booksellers price £25.00 for direct post
free from the publisher, Richard Cohen Books, by calling 0500 418419, and paying
£22.00 a saving of £3.00 on the cover price.

K . A . Jeffries & Company
Chartered Accountants
18 Melbourne Grove
East Dulwich, SE22 8RA

Tel: 0181 693 4145

Fax: 0181 299 0326

Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966
Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses
General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT
Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice
and registered Auditors

Have been Honorary Auditors of the Dulwich Society from
its inception in 196 7
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OF LIZARD'S LEG AND HOWLET'S WING
Before St Augustine and those of his successors of the sporting kind who hunted this district
there surely dwelt lizards in such small numbers as to be overlooked until the record this
year, from Alleyn Road. This lizard, it should be stressed, has legs unlike the snakish slow
worm recorded earlier. Sunny days from Spring to Autumn encourage them to be sighted
and recorded. Reported for the first time though seen before is the terrapin, singles or in twos
in Dulwich and Sunray Park ponds.
Unless outstanding have yet to come records of butterflies. White varieties apart,
their numbers are low. Not until the last days of September did Red Admirals show
themselves in one garden. Four, all in excellent condition, and inspiring the hope that
they may hibernate successfully.
The sole mammal to include here is hedgehog. Mixed fortunes. Two records of
regular attendances and two records of litters victimised by other animal life, fox or cat.
One garden waited until September 28 for the first Red Admiral of the year. The next
day there were two and a fourth two days later. All in fine condition suggesting recent
emergence. The Butterfly Recorder has received a disappointing lack of records and hopes
for a bigger response from members in the coming last year of the twentieth century. (We
support the Recorder. The year 2000 is the last year of {he 20th century and the last
millennium, not the first of the 21st century or the second thousand years. - Editor.)
A sprinkling of lesser black-backed have been passing through the flocks of black-headed
and common gulls. A few may stay till next Spring. Lesser spotted woodpecker has notched up
its first Dulwich record of feeding on a garden nut dispenser. From the Griffin sports ground
comes an autumnal sighting of pigeon being taken by sparrowhawk, a frequent event of recent
years but overlooked. Overlooked not were the following spotted by one pair of eyes here for a
short stay: Sandwich tern, 82 swallows with a one day maximum of 40, pied flycatcher, grey
wagtail, meadow pipit, wheatear, common whitethroat, lesser whitethroat, blackcap, willow
warbler, chiffchaff-migrants, mostly jackdaw, hobby; a young tufted duck attended by mother,
first seen August 14, had grown considerably a month later; shoveller, pochard and teal.
Such an example of application and erudition should not deter us lesser mortals. Our
chances to shine are coming. Since the start ofrecording regular sightings in 1981, there
have been, as is widely known, changes in bird populations. These can be brought up to
date when the green form (fauna) lists every species of bird seen by members in gardens,
parks, playing fields and allotments is returned.
Animal life other than squirrel, insects and invertebrates can appear on the return.
Frogs, toads and newts, too, need recording since in adult life they turn up on dry land away
from the pond where they started life. Ponds will be subject to an announcement in the next
issue. Butterflies continue to be separately recorded by Stella Benwell who issues forms
supplied by Butterfly Conservation. The return of green forms should be when new forms
appear in issues of the Newsletter.
Don Freshwater, Recorder
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DULWICH CHORAL SOCIETY
Many Dulwich music lovers are long-standing supporters of Dulwich Choral Society
while others know very little about the choir which has been growing and blossoming in
their midst. It has a fine reputation for high quality performances of a wide range of
classical and modern choral works. Recent performances include Handel's Messiah,
Mozart's Requiem Mass, Haydn's Creation, Bach's Christmas Oratorio, Handel's Dixit
Dominus, Vaughan Williams' Mass in G Major and Faures Requiem.
Founded in 1944, the choir is now made up of some 85 singing members and
employs two professional staff - a musical director and a rehearsal accompanist. It
performs three or four concerts each season, two of these with the Ruskin Orchestra
which is a chamber orchestra made up of top professional players from the major
London orchestras, led by Lennox McKenzie, sub-leader of the London Symphony
Orchestra, and with acclaimed professional soloists.
The choir's musical director since 1944 is Susan Farrow, a distinguished conductor who
has worked extensively in Britain, Europe and the United States. It has been her policy to
broaden the choir's repertoire as much as possible, and to introduce progressively greater
musical challenges, while continuing to perform the standard choral/orchestral repertoire.
To this end, she commissioned on behalf of the Dulwich Choral Society a Requiem from
the British composer David Snell and, together with the choir, gave its World Premiere at
St. John's, Smith Square, Westminster, in 1995. The work was dedicated to the memory of
the choir's former musical director, Graham Stewart.
Another programming policy has been the rediscovery of once popular works which,
whether for reasons of complexity or scarcity of copies, have disappeared from the
mainstream repertoire. One such work was the Mass in D by Dame Ethyl Smythe, the
revival of which was given by the choir at Blackheath Concert Halls in 1997.
Awards received by the Society for innovative programming include the London Arts
Board and PRS Enterprise awards.
In conjunction with the Society's committee Susan has also instigated an annual tour
abroad. In 1998 there was a successful and enjoyable tour of Belgium, and this was followed in
1999 by a similar tour in the Czech Republic. In the year 2000 the choir will be singing in Paris.
At home the majority of performances take place in and around the Dulwich area,
though the Society aims to perform one concert each season in a more prominent
venue such as St. John's, Smith Square, and the Blackheath Concert Halls. Tickets
will be available nearer the time from choir members and from the Dulwich Music
Shop, 2 Croxted Road, West Dulwich, and at the door on the night of the concert.
The choir rehearses on Monday evenings in term time at Christ Church, Barry Road, East
Dulwich. Further information can be obtained from the Secretary, telephone number O181-693
6499, or from the Society's website at http://ds.dial.pipex.com/harden/dcs.htmi.

Elizabeth Clarke
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MY DULWICH DAYS
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SONIA RODWAY

-@·@Who walks in Dulwich now, where once I walked
Through chestnut trees, all candle-bloomed in Spring?
Who, from my window-seat, looks down on fields
Where schoolboys played, or ran or leapt? Who sings
As I in girlhood sang on Founder's Days
Within the College Chapel's gentle walls,
And who rejoices now as once did I
To be in Dulwich as each season falls?
Who ever knows those leafy walks I knew
Must surely lose his heart, as I lost mine
Long years ago, in my dear Dulwich days
That were, for me, of roses and wine.
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-@·EllMiss Radway, who went to James Allen's Girls' School
and whose father, uncle and brother went to Alleyn's
School, now lives in Bromley, has written more of her
memories which we hope to publish in future issues of the
Newsletter.
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The Dulwich Society regret to record the death of the following members and residents.

FRANCIS DARWIN (1932 - 1999)

DISPENSING OPTICIANS
IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION

BENETTON FLEXON GUESS? LAFONT
KOOKAI FRENCH CONNECTION ESPRIT

CALVIN KLEIN HUGO BOSS OAKLEY
DOLCE & GABBANA KATHERINE HAMNETT
& MANY OTHER QUALITY FRAMES SPORTS EYEWEAR
CHILDREN'S FRAMES CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING

29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE21 7BN TEL: 0208 299 0230
Also at 41 New Cavendish Street London W1M 7RJ Tel: 0207 935 2124

AGA
PLUMBING
&HEATING
• The complete plumbing &
heating service
• Boiler servicing
• Drain clearance
• Corgi registered
• 7 day service 365 days a year
• Free estimates & heating
design service
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted
• 24-hour emergency service

01

I

351 I

13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22
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Francis Darwin was the great grandson of Charles Darwin, the English naturalist who
first soundly established the theory of evolution.
Mr Darwin of College Road died aged 66 after a long battle against cancer. In the
scientific tradition of his family he was a much liked and highly respected member of the
Division of Life Sciences at King's College, London University, and served the College
with distinction until his retirement from the Division in 1997.
Dr Roland Emson, his colleague at the College, said of him, "He was an able and
talented teacher and brought to his teaching immense enthusiasm for his subject along
with a powerful ability to communicate. Extremely well read, he was always completely
up-to-date in his knowledge of physiology and this and his meticulous approach to
lectures and laboratories meant that his courses were of a very high quality.
"Francis was a very positive person, reliable, willing and helpful to both his
colleagues and to students for whom he always had time. To the latter he was supportive,
positive and encouraging while insisting that they strive to do better. He was in short the
epitome of a good teacher.
"His research interests included the perception of ultrasound by moths and their
amazing capacity to produce jamming ultrasonics to confuse their predators. In this work
he collaborated with Professor David Pye, a former colleague at King's".
A private man and a real gentleman, Francis had three consuming passions outside
his work, mountains, singing and his family. He leaves a widow, Dr Carol Darwin, a
daughter, Elizabeth, and a son Oliver, who are at university pursuing the same disciplines
as their father and mother respectively.
King's College have lost a colleague and teacher, Dulwich has lost a neighbour for
whom there was a very high regard, and for his widow and children there is a loss that
is immeasurably greater.

JOHN LEONARD DAWSON (1932-1999)
The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh were represented by Mr Barry Jackson, SergeantSurgeon to the Queen, at a memorial service for Mr John Leonard Dawson, former
surgeon to the Queen, of Burbage Road, Dulwich. Dr Nigel Southward represented the
Duke of Kent.
The service on November 17 at the chapel of King's College Hospital, Denmark Hill,
Camberwell, where he was Dean of the Faculty of Clinical Medicine, was attended by
Mrs Rosemary Dawson, his widow, sons Neil and Thomas, Mr and Mrs Philip Machin
(son-in-law and daughter) and many others. Mr Dawson was the brother of Sir Anthony
Dawson who was Physician to the Royal Household and to the Queen.
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LEN LAMERTON (1915-1999)

MILLENNIUM PROJECT FOR DULWICH

Professor Len Lamerton, radiation biologist, lived in Turney Road with his mother for
13 years, 1952-1965, before his marriage to Morag MacLeod, the first matron of the
Royal Marsden Hospital at Sutton.
He was one of the founders of radiation biology at a time when he and his colleagues
were seeking to understand the radiation effects of nuclear weapon testing and fall-out.
In 1955 he was seconded to the United Nations, was elected President of the British
Institute of Radiology, President of the Hospital Physicians' Association, was honoured
as a Fellow of the Royal College of Pathologists and became Dean of the Cancer
Research Institute.
Professor Lamerton found time to counsel callers to the Samaritans, lectured on
philosophy before he succumbed to throat cancer, yet marvelling how modern computerised
radiotherapy had developed since his early days with paper and a calculator.
Professor Lamerton died in the Royal Cancer Hospital where he began his career 60
years previously and attended meetings of the Society of Friends before becoming a
Quaker on the day before his death.
He is survived by his widow, Morag.

One of the major millennium projects is to create a national network of cycle tracks.
Dulwich is ideally suited to create its own such network which could be designed chiefly
to serve local schools. This would alleviate current traffic problems and provide safe,
environmentally friendly and healthy transport.
The disadvantage of the current local authority initiative to introduce cycle
routes through Dulwich is that these are not sufficiently well separated from vehicle
routes, do not prevent vehicles parking on them or obstructing them and are
ambivalent about the respective rights of pedestrians and other road users. They
also tend to peter out unexpectedly. The uncertainties they generate are a serious
impairment to safety and parents could be understood in not trusting their children
to use them.
A number of off-road routes utilising existing tracks or green space have been
identified. Problems of ownership or rights of way are formidable but not
insurmountable. Funding requirements would be quite substantial, but it is a project
which has the potential to attract financial help from e.g. the Millennium Fund and
other charities, sponsorship, local fund-raising, etc. Equally, it is a long-term project,
which could be developed on a route by route basis, so the funding would be required
over a period of several years.
The tracks should be designed for cycle and pedestrian use only - segregating those
two types of user by different coloured surfaces or different heights of track. (Child
pedestrians are 'programmed' not to step over a kerb).
Initially, it would be well worthwhile to commission a feasibility study. This is
a project which if successful would benefit the entire Dulwich community residents, schools, shopkeepers and other local businesses. Could not our
community, backed by the amenity societies, the Council and the Estate Trustees
work together to improve our own environment and mark the millennium in a really
practical way?

W. UDEN & SONS LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

24 HOUR SERVICE

Over 100 Years of Experience - Established 1881
The family business that still offers you a personal service
375 LORDSHIP LANE SE22 0181-693 1526 AND BRANCHES
126 FOREST HILL RD SE22 0181-693 4160

CHAPELS OF REST
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MONUMENTAL MASONS

John Ward

TRIANGULAR RAT-RUNS
Traffic in the North Dulwich triangle - the area between Herne Hill, Half Moon Lane
and Red Post Hill - has long been a problem, with rush hour drivers "rat-running"
through narrow streets to avoid jams at the bottom of Herne Hill. Southwark Councillors
Toby Eckersley and David Bradbury are supporting the Dulwich Society and concerned
residents who have formed an action group too press for a solution.
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97 ROSENDALE ROAD, DULWICH SE2 I 8EZ
TEL: 0181-761 0018

ALL YOUR

RISTMAS FAYRE

FREE RANGE BRONZE TURKEYS
VENISON & GAME
FREE RANGE FARM FRESH TURKEYS
FRESH GEESE FRESH DUCKS
GAMMONS HAMS

AND LOTS MORE

The council has approved environmental funding for the Herne Hill area and the
councillors want to see that at least some of the money goes to improving road safety
there, as well as improving the space under the railway bridge at Herne Hill which
like so many rail bridges becomes a nesting place for birds and consequent fouling of
the pedestrian paths below.

Bus Route 37
This bus route has been on diversion for the past four months as a result of Railtrack
placing a weight restriction on the Red Post Hill bridge at North Dulwich station.
This diversion has caused considerable disturbance to both the many bus
passengers who use the route and residents of those streets in which the buses have
been diverted.
Provided the proposed modifications are approved, the current 7.5-ton weight
restriction will be raised to 17 ton, thus allowing safe operation of double-decker buses.
The project includes installing a central island on the main section of the bridge with
appropriate bollards at either end; widening the southern kerb line; new hatching at
either end of the central island and adjacent to the northern kerb line; and appropriate
signing on the approaches to the bridge.

Kingswood Mobility Bus

SIMMO

s

AINSFORD

7110 Chandos Street, London W1M 9DE

Tel No: 0171 44 7 9000 Fax: 0171 44 7 9001

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
REGISTERED AUDITORS

Residents of the Kingwood Estate and surrounding community have raised concern
about the problems experienced by mobility bus operators. The problem arises from
difficulties manoeuvring buses in Lyall Avenue, caused by parking in the area.
Southwark Council and London Transport Buses have agreed that modifications to
service are not possible and the operators must endure the occasional problems
encountered in the Kingswood area.

We also provide a full range of taxation services
and specialise in strategic business development

Local Partner, Anup Dalal

Tel No: 0181 299 4330
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'The ultimate in home cleaning'

Tel: 0181-777 9713
egular monthly. bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your
equirements.

R

MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of uniformed ladies are here to dust your blues
away. We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 0860-367 8S7
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THE MONSTROUS PLAN
I must thank the Dulwich Society for continuing to highlight the appalling congestion
that would result from the proposed redevelopment at Crystal Palace - plus the fact that
the architect has designed a monstrous building which lacks, as far as I can see, any
saving grace at all. Keep up the good work.

lain Wilton
7 Constable Walk
College Road
SE217LX

CAR PARK IN THE DARK
I was rather surprised by your response to (councillor) Michelle Pearce's letter in the
Autumn Newsletter. Sadly, I am quite certain that there are hundreds of women, of all
ages, living in Dulwich and reluctant to walk more than a block or so late at night.
I wonder why you presume otherwise. Frankly, it seems a bit out of touch.

Marion Ackrill
5 Ferrings
SE21 7LW

We regret any misunderstanding. We are concerned at the crime situation as letters we
receive amply illustrate. The question raised was: should Belair car park be open late at
night or all night? Suggestion was that it should remain open to protect Dulwich women
wary of the dark but it was only an idea not a Southwark Council plan and, although we
were told it was a matter for consultation, none of the closest local residents had ever
heard the suggestion. Naturally, they would be concerned at the number of vehicles,
noise, any other use or misuse of the facility and whether or not the car park would be
officially manned or otherwise secure from vandalism.
Any proposal to improve protection of women at night and transport facilities in
Dulwich is welcome, although turning Belair car park into a late or all-night facility
would probably create more problems than it would solve. Would it really be used mostly
by Dulwich women car drivers fearing the dark and, if so, where would they be coming
from - work, shopping, theatre or other leisure pursuits outside Dulwich?
Suspicion is that it would not be used largely by Dulwich women at all but misused
by couples and the public generally from outside Dulwich on their way to and from town
to avoid central London parking fees or more important future parking restrictions. At
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the moment ,nany such people park both sides of South Croxted Road causing untold
traffic problems to buses and other road users. Some already leave their cars overnight.
All these problems will be multiplied if the Crystal Palace project were built to attract
four million people (or 20,000 cars a week). For most there will be no parking facilities.
Belair is primarily for the use of locals and, we gathered, for patrons of the Dulwich
Picture Gallery (complete with a bus link). Otherwise those patrons will continue to
multiply South Croxted problems in College Road and Gallery Road. What then is the
solution?

TRAGEDIES WAITING TO HAPPEN
As a new resident, I was impressed to find Dulwich a green oasis, full of interest and
beauty, the neighbours pleasant, and helpful, the neighbourhood fresh and free of litter.
Therefore it was a shock to learn of an undercurrent of evil. A close neighbour
warned me that she had been mugged. I have been warned not to walk in the woods, I
have read of crime and burglaries, noted grafitti on Sydenham Hill and Dulwich stations
and experienced horrific and violent behaviour from boys at one local school, so bad that
I have already vowed never to travel on the afternoon school trains again.
Could the school staff not be more vigilant about truancy? After all, the railway
staff tell me some boys ride the trains all morning instead of going to school, causing
damage to the trains and disrupting service. A letter to the headmaster produced no
response.

Distressed Newcomer
(Full name and address supplied)

We regret the increasing complaints about behaviour of children of both sexes from
the council - not the Foundation-school, pupils who shame the school badge they
wea,: Our personal witnessed experiences, limited to the service between Sydenham
Hill via West Dulwich to Heme Hill - includes the following. Removal of seat
cushions as "pillow fighting" weapons by both sexes, chases through the train,
girls using explicitly vulgar sexual language to the boys which is returned in kind,
and worse is to come.
At Herne Hill, we watched a boy forcibly restrained on the platform by the tail of his
coat until the train was about to depart. As the doors closed he found himself trapped.
The train started, the driver reacted, the doors opened and the boy was freed. All this
occurred on the day following the Paddington rail crash.
There is no guarantee (as we have learned in the past) that doors fouled by
clothing will automatically open preventing inju,y or even death to those dragged
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along. We can hardly wonder that this was not reported but then the driver's attention
was on the track ahead and there was apparently no staff on the platform! - Editor.

BOON OR MENACE
At last we have some legislation in the pipeline to deal with the menace of cyclists who
ride recklessly on the pavements. I would like to see youths on skateboards and
rollerblades similarly targeted as these can be just as lethal to vulnerable pedestrians and
are becoming more common in many areas.
The imposition of a £20 on the spot penalty may prove difficult to enforce and
may seem to some derisory, but it will at least give councils more authority to deal
with those who flout regulations, banning them from pedestrianised shopping areas.
It could also pave the way for further regulations banning these menaces from our
busy high streets.
The compulsory fitting of bells on all new bikes is to be welcomed but why not make
the legislation encompass all bikes? How many pedestrians have had the unnerving
experience of a cyclist coming from behind them from out of nowhere and speeding past
them within an inch of their person?
If there were more regulations governing the safety of cyclists on the roads they
wouldn't feel the need to use the pavements. (Often cycle paths while protecting cyclists
have hindered rather than helped the safety of pedestrians).
I accept the the roads are dangerous for cyclists and it is crazy that they are allowed
to ride without correct safety headgear or reflective clothing. It should be compulsory for
all cyclists to wear safety helmets and an offence to ride at night without adequate front
and rear lights. So many fatalities could be prevented if these simple measures were
implemented and enforced.

Christine Macey
West Dulwich
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