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If you want an enjoyable and memorable meal with friends
or family, drop into Ferrari's - and we'll make it an occasion!
We specialise for any kind of party, up to 150 seatings.

l=ERRARl'S! EARLV BIRD S!PECIAU
From 5.30pm to 7pm
A 1; 3rd off your food bill*
*FOOD ONLY

Ferrari's Italian Brasserie
66 Westow Hill
London SE19 1RX
Tel: 020 8761 3371
Fax: 020 8761 3391
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June 2000

July

Saturday, June 3:

Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery concert with Rachel
Covey (saxophone) and Timothy Carey (piano), Old
Library, Dulwich College, 11.30 a.m. No admission charge
but there will be a retiring collection.

Thursday, July 13:

Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society lecture on
Painting With Light: beginning of the "new" art of
photography by Richard Morris, NADFAS lecturer,
Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society.*

Tuesday, June 6:

Dulwich Society Garden Group day trip to Borde Hill
Gardens (near Haywards Heath) and Clinton Lodge
Garden (near Uckfield) price £20.00. Reservations phone Ina Pulleine on 020 8670 5477,

Saturday, July 15:

Soiree in aid of the Winged Fellowship Trust with the
Galliard Trio, St. Stephen's Church, College Road,
Dulwich, 8. p.m. Tickets £8.00, to include a glass of
wine.

Wednesday, June 7:

Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery lecture, "To be or not
to be Velasquez," by Gabriel Finaldi, art historian,
Dulwich Picture Gallery, 8.00 p.m. Friends, £10.00,
Others £12.00.

* Dulwich Decorative And Fine

Thursday, June 8:

Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society lecture on Fin
de Siecle or Ends of Centuries by Daniel Snowman, former
chief producer, features, B.B.C. radio.*

Wednesday, June 14:

Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery concert by the
Chilingirian Quartet, Dulwich Picture Gallery, 8.00 p.m.
Friends £12.00, Others £15.00.

Thursday, June 15:

Saturday and Sunday,
June 24 and 25:

Dulwich Society History Group Walk with Brian Green
into ''unknown West Dulwich" featuring George the
Third's mad lawyer. Meet All Saints' Church, Rosendale
Road, Dulwich, S.E.21. 7.45 p.m.
Southwark Council's Dulwich Country Fayre, Dulwich
Park.
Please note: Admission fees may be charged.

* Dulwich Decorative And Fine Arts Society monthly lectures usually

illustrated with
slides are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at James Allens Girls'
School, (JAGS) East Dulwich Grove S.E.21., unless otherwise stated. Coffee and
biscuits 7.30 p.m, visitors £4.00, students 50p.
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Arts Society monthly lectures usually illustrated with
slides are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at James Allen's Girls'
School, (JAGS) East Dulwich Grove S.E.21., unless otherwise stated. Coffee and
biscuits 7.30 p.m, visitors £4.00, students 50p.
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7 /10 Chandos Street, London W1M 9DE
Tel No: 020 7447 9000 Fax: 020 7447 9001

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
BUSINESS ADVISERS
We also provide a full range of taxation services
and specialise in strategic business development
Local Partne1', Anup Dalal

Tel No: 020 8 299 4330
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LONDON MAYOR WANTS TO STOP SCHEME
The Crystal Palace Campaign had a huge boost when it invited all the principal London
mayoral candidates to a public meeting at the Kingsdale School, Alleyn Park, to discuss
the issue. All five of the main candidates, including the main political party
representatives and the Green Party candidate, condemned the Bromley scheme to build
a major multiplex development on the site.
Ken Livingstone, who has since been elected Mayor, told the packed audience of
1,000 local people that if he became Mayor he would empower the Green Candidate,
Darren Johnson, and give him resources to consider all means of stopping the scheme.
We shall, of course, be exploring this in the weeks ahead.
The latest legal impediment to the scheme has been a judicial review brought by a
local, independent lady, Diana Baker. She argued that Bromley Council ought to have
considered environmental assessment before granting permission in May 1999. The
judge held that under U.K. law environmental assessment could only ever be acquired at
the outline planning stage, when the principle of the scheme is under consideration, so
the challenge to the detailed proposal was bad in law.
At the outline stage the Council had found itself able to avoid environmental
assessment on the grounds that the proposal would not have "significant environmental
effects," notwithstanding that the building was ten times the threshold size for
environmental assessment set out in the Secretary of State's planning guidance.
Diana Baker may appeal. Meantime, the Campaign has complained to the European
Commission that the failure to conduct an environmental assessment breached European
law. The Commission has expressed its concern at the failure and Bromley's (wafer thin)
justification and will be studying the judgement in the Baker case. We will be asking the
Commission to bring infringement proceedings against the U.K. (of which Bromley
Council is considered to be an 'emanation') in the European Court of Justice.
The European attack is complemented by the Green MEP, Jean Lambert, lodging a
petition in the European Parliament on behalf of local people complaining of the scheme
in general and the failure of local democracy in particular.
The Campaign is also preparing an application to register the top site as a Village
Green under the Commons Registration Act 1965. If the application succeeds, the site
may never be built on.
We have also written to Bromley Council contending that the terms of the Crystal
Palace Act, 1990, prevent the building of a road and tunnel from Anerley Hill through
the Park to reach the southern vehicle ramp which will take cars to and from the roof of
the multiplex development.

Philip Kalvin
Campaign website: www. crystal.dircon.co.uk.
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• Newly opened in
Dulwich Village
• French hand-made
chocolates
• Belgian gateaux
patisserie

&

• Speciality breads
• Birthday
to order

&

other cakes

• Exquisite gifts from all
parts of the world

'Au Ciel', Patisserie, Chocolaterie, Boulangerie
la Carlton Avenue, Dulwich Village, London SE21 7DE
Tel/Fax: 020 8488 1111

Eric & Margaret welcome you to

Le Moulin
Le Moulin offers you dishes from the
Classic French Repertoire along with
high standard English cuisine.
Reservations are accepted any day
of the week except all day
Monday and Sunday evening.

AND WE SELL
LAMB KE.BABS
CHICKEN KE.BABS
PORK KE.BABS
BEEF KE.BABS
SAUSAGES @ BURGE.RS
RIBS •CHOPS •STEAKS

AND LOTS MORE

Tel: 0181-161 0018
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Hours of opening are:
Tues - Fri: 12 Noon - 2.30pm
Tues - Sat: 7.00 - 10pm

Traditional Sunday Lunch
12 Noon - 2.30pm 3-courses £9.50
Le Moulin also has a private room and
bar available for parties or weddings

3 77 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich

GOOD FOR THE COMMUNITY
This has been a good year for the Society and I think it is fair to say a good one for
the Dulwich community. The two are in many ways interdependent. As always there
have been many issues to concern us, our sub-committees have been active and
productive and it is a pleasure to thank them for their work.

Crystal Palace
We continue to give our full support to the Crystal Palace Campaign and the manner
in which it has been conducted. There are many unresolved issues, particularly the
threat of greatly increased road traffic, if the development does go ahead as it could
well do.
If there is any real prospect of re-thinking from first principles we should wish
this to proceed with a much greater democratic involvement of the local community.
We have had several meetings with neighbouring local amenity societies, all of
which have closely similar views on the positive side of what should be on the
Palace site instead of the planned brash new multiplex complex which the promoters
are determined should be as large as possible.

Dulwich Estate
During the past years I have tried to reset the relationship between the Estate and the
residents, to ensure that it is no longer just an extension of their role of landlords
towards us as tenants, but that we are a body of people whose objectives require as
much respect as theirs, and that in providing services for which we pay they should
be answerable to us. This does not mean that we should always be in attack mode,
but that they should see that we are prepared to be organised and responsible in our
reactions and criticisms if appropriate.
The Society is a body whose strength and continuity is assured and whose views
invite serious attention. We are also in a position to make positive contributions to
the community with our time and to some extent financially. We want it to be seen
that this willingness to act extends at least to the full extent of the Dulwich Estate,
not just to the Village. If there are to be new conservation areas let us ensure that the
quality of living in all of them is equally high.

For reservations telephone:

0181-693 7600

W. P Higman
Chairman
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UNFAIRNESS OF MANAGEMENT CHARGES

DEFICIT TO SURPLUS

At the eleven meetings of the executive committee during the year a mass of subjects
from A - Z were discussed, literally from the floodlighting of Alleyn's to the Zelkova
tree at the junction of Dulwich Common and College Road.
One of our aims is to "chivvy up" organisations involved with the amenities of
Dulwich, so we keep an eye, for example, on the condition of the posts and chains along
the verges, the upkeep by Southwark Council and others of open spaces, such as Dulwich
Park, as well as major representations to the Dulwich Estate.
During the year the Society provided additional pavement benches in Dulwich
Village, Gallery Road and Long Meadow (between Gipsy Hill and Dulwich Wood
Park).
We felt that the proposal of the apportionment by the Dulwich Estate of the Scheme
of Management to charge each house owner the same amount, and whilst the
independent surveyor appointed to arbitrate did not fully accept our views, they did
determine that the amount should be based on the Council Tax banding.
There are some 30 residents' associations in Dulwich, each concerned with their
particular estate or area, and we feel that it would be useful if we became, or helped to
form, an umbrella organisation to strengthen any representation necessary to the Council
and to the Advisory Committee appointed under the Scheme of Management on which
the Society has two representatives or to other organisations.
More than 100 members make a special contribution to the Society by working on
committees, distributing the Newsletter, etc., and on your behalf I would like to thank
them.

Overall, on the income and expenditure account in the audited year's accounts of the
Society to December 31, 1999, show a surplus of £4,971 for the year, compared with a
deficit in the previous year of £3,663, the main difference being the level of donations
made in 1998.
An abbreviated version of financial statements, audited by our auditor, Ken Jeffries,
F.C.A., is as follows:

Patrick Spencer
Secretary

Poole Mordant
Chartered Accountants

Small enough to care, big enough to deliver
Martyn Poole (Dulwich) 0181 693 7335
David Carey (Mottingham) 0181 851 2200
Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 0171 232 0707

Abbreviated version of Financial Statements for year to 31 December, 1999:

Balance Sheet as at 31/12/99:
Fixed assets
COIF Charities deposit
& Bank accounts

£ 936
18314
£2147
1653

Creditors & subs. in advance
LESS: debtors

- 494
£18756
Income & Expenditure:
Subscriptions
Interest received
Advertising
Sale of books & 'Home Front'

£7756
866
4490
501
£13613

Less:
Newsletters & broadsheets
Kingswood House booklet
Printing & stationery
Postage, telephone etc.
Depreciation, service of equipment
Hire of halls & meetings expenses
Subscriptions
Sub-committee & social expenses
Development of web-site
Training cos ts
Architectural exhibition

3679
523
348
396
693
374
510
859
234
458
568

Surplus of income over expenditure

36 St Olav's Court, Rotherhithe, London SE16 2XB
In association with Poole & Carey, Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors
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Russell Lloyd, A.C.A. Treasurer
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FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS
We are rightly proud of the fact that we are a relatively large and effective amenity
society with about 1,000 members - or more accurately households, given that
membership covers the whole family. That represents about one fifth of the residents in
the Dulwich area. This clearly makes us the largest organisation representing local
views.
However, although the convenient 1,000-member benchmark has ;,een generally true
during the years I have been involved as membership secretary, in th,_; last year or so, as
I reported last year, we have been tending to slip a little belo,;;, that figure to a
membership in the 900s.
It is easy to take it for granted that we will always be able to replace the 50-60
members we lose every year for reasons beyond our control. In the past year the
Executive Committee have rightly taken the view that we should have a drive to recruit
new members. I am always disappointed when residents tell me that they know nothing
about the Society which has so much to offer them, particularly if they are new to the
area. Equally, I am sure there is a lot of talent out there which would be of great value to
the Society.
It was for this reason that we sent out two copies of the latest edition of our brochure
"An Invitation to Join the Dulwich Society" with every copy of the Spring edition of the
Newsletter and asked members to pass them on to neighbours and friends encouraging
them to join. I am glad to report that we are now seeing some early results from this
initiative and I am grateful to new members who have responded to our call. I would urge
members who have not yet passed on the brochures to do so as soon as possible. As I
have often said before our members are the most persuasive recruiters.
I am particularly grateful to one of our members who has offered to "blitz" the whole
of Court Lane with invitations to join. If there are any more members who would be
prepared to do something similar in their own road or neighbourhood I would be happy
to provide the brochures.
Annual subscriptions can be paid by either cheque or standing order. This year I
have made a special effort to encourage to switch to standing orders which saves both
effort and cost in sending out reminders. I'm glad to report that as a result, the
percentage of members paying by cheque has fallen by 29 per cent last year to 23
percent this year.
Finally, I'm delighted to say that we've had no further problems with the membership
computer programming this year and I have been able to give members who have
telephoned me information on the state of their subscription within minutes.

Wilfrid Taylor.
Membership Secretary
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at Polgwyn, Castle Street

BODMIN PL31 ZDX
Cornwall

Our thanks to all who have helped us
through 10 successful years in Dulwich
Now why not join us
in the New Millennium?
Bedknobs at Polgwyn offers
elegant, spacious and
very comfortable accommodation
A perfect base for exploring Cornwall's
mystical history, scenic landscapes and
mile upon mile of sandy beaches
Enquiries most welcome
Tel & Fax: 01208-77553
e-mail: gill@bedknobs.co.uk
Website: www.bedknobs.co.uk

The Winged Fellowship Trust is the
leading national charity providing
respite breaks for carers and
specialist holidays for people with
severe physical disabilities, at five
centres nationwide. Guests are cared
for by a combination of trained staff
and volunteers, ensuring a one-to-one
care and companionship.
The strain of caring for a disabled
person can be enormous for both carer
and cared for. A break for both
becomes essential and over 6,000
people spend one or more weeks at a
Winged Fellowship centre each year.

Soiree

AGA
PLUMBING
&HEATING
• The complete plumbing &
heating service
• Boiler servicing
• Drain clearance
• Corgi registered
• 7 day service 365 days a year
• Free estimates & heating
design service
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted
@ 24-hour emergency service

·020 8299 3511
13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22

witli

rifte (ja{fiard Trio
in aid of

WINGED FELLOWSHIP TRUST

on Saturday 15th July at 8 p.m.
in St. Stephen's Church
College Road, Dulwich
Tickets £8.00

(to include a glass of wine)

Tickets and information from

Mrs Joan Brander
58 College Road, Dulwich
London SE2 l 7LY
Tel: 020 8693 5373
Tickets available at the door on the night.
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APPLICATIONS UP A THIRD PLUS

FROM THE SON OF A BRICKLAYER

The Planning and Architecture Group reviewed a total of 221 applications to the
Dulwich Estate over the last year (up from 252 the year before). It had no objection
to 131 of them, no objection subject to detailed amendments on 37, objected to 34 and
thought further 19 were of sufficiently high standard to be positively welcomed. It
also reviewed all the local applications in Southwark and an increasing number in the
small part of Lambeth that comes within the Dulwich Estate area.
As part of the Dulwich festival in May, 1999, the Group organised a
Contemporary Architecture in Dulwich exhibition, opened by Valerie Owen,
London chairman, Royal Institute of British Architects, in the Old Library, Dulwich
College.
We are pleased to report that Southwark finally rejected Wates' application to
redevelop the Woodyard site. The Society has consistently objected to the proposals,
mainly on the grounds of overdevelopment, but also because of poor design. We
expect another application soon which hopefully will be more in line with local
residents' expectations.
The Society objected to the proposals for the Grove Vale Redevelopment of 93
flats and houses with 23 accessed off Grove Vale and 70 units accessed off
Copplestone Road with associated car parking and amenity space, on the grounds of
over development and poor design. There is an opportunity for quality development
on the site but the Council appear to be very little interested even though they are
selling the land. The council failed to determine the application within the statutory
eight weeks and it has now gone to appeal.
Since this report to the Society's annual general meeting, Southwark's planning
committee have reported that they are "minded to refuse planning permission on the
grounds of over-development." The Society is objecting to the addition of a
Homebase to Sainsbury's, East Dulwich, by moving Dulwich Hamlet stadium yet
again. It is likely to affect local traders adversely and cause loss of open space.
Charter School and Kingsdale School are both undergoing substantial
refurbishment, the Charter expected to finish in August, Kingsdale in 2001.
Proposed work by Dulwich Estate on houses in Pond Cottages, empty for years,
will make them more saleable. The former Park Hall Road Garage, temporarily
used by the Picture Gallery during refurbishment, will become a large house on Park
Hall Road and three smaller ones in mews behind.
Work on North Dulwich Station forecourt should start very soon. Railtrack will
soon carry out restoration work on the roof and stacks.

The year 2000 will be remembered nation wide for the opening of two enormous
buildings, the Millennium Dome and the new Tate, the old Bankside, Southwark power
station, and on a more local basis the building and refurbishing of some smaller
exhibition centres. Notably the Dulwich Picture Gallery which was officially re-opened
by Her Majesty The Queen on May 25.
The first exhibition there is appropriately about the work of John Soane (1753-1837) son of
a bricklayer and one of the most original architects of his time, who created this first purpose
built art gallery here in Dulwich. He worked in the office of George Dance the Younger,
surveyor to the City of London, became professor of architecture at the Royal Academy,
rebuilt the Bank of England in the city and enjoyed royal and government patronage.
As a contemporary professor of architecture said, his style is characterised by a
tendency to strip classical elements of design down to their structural essentials, the
substitution of linear for modelled ornamentation, frequent use of shallow domes and top
lighting, and an ingenious and often highly imaginative handling of interior space.
Thus, the exhibition of his work at Dulwich in his own gallery is a very appropriate
subject particularly in view of the current renovation of old galleries and the building of
new ones taking place.
The new Tate Gallery of Modern Art, actually the former Bankside Power Station, still in
our own borough of Southwark, has been converted by a Swiss architect who has produced
a vast area of exhibition space by using both floors and walls. The plain white floors lend
themselves very well to the display of the black abstracts now currently occupying them.
More interesting is the exhibition in the original Tate Gallery, Millbank, of drawings by
John Ruskin the famous art critic of Denmark Hill, to mark the centenary of his death. This
event was also commemorated at the South London Gallery, Peckham Road, Camberwell,
where some 40 of his drawings in the Gallery's collections were put on show.
The vast difference between the exhibitions raises again the whole question of what
we mean by the word "art" and whether we need a more exact definition of the subject.
This lack of definition may have occasioned an exhibition at the Royal Academy
entitled "Alive" and the foundation of a society entitled "The Campaign for Drawing."
Hopefully this will lead to an analysis of drawing and painting and result in an art that is
a meaningful and pleasurable adjunct to the lives of the general public.
A step in this direction was begun some years ago when the Dulwich Picture Gallery
formed its education department. A further development might be to add another group
to the existing sections of the Dulwich Society, dealing with art in its widest sense.
Such a theoretical and practical group might later have a small gallery where work
could be exhibited. In the meantime, having looked forward eagerly, we can enjoy the
opening of our local enlarged gallery and its first exhibition. Turn the page and see.

Continued on Page 23

Rodney Alexander
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The Empty Welcome
16

'The Girl in the Window is Back'
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BEYOND A JOKE
Way back in 1978, we probably laughed when we saw an example of graffiti which
said, "If you feel strongly about graffiti, sign a partition." In 1981, someone wrote, "I
hate graffiti" and underneath someone added, "I hate all Italian food." And in 1985
someone used a Shakespearean touch to say, "Alas, poor yorlick, I knew him
backwards."
In the year 2000, there is no humour, only the mindless dropping of litter,
motoring and pedestrian vandalism of fences and other property, inartistic daubing of
public and private buildings and other structures of Dulwich Estate (see Letters To
The Editor, Page 34) which with wanton damage and failure to maintain or repair
property the practice is rendering and reducing the pleasant suburb of Dulwich
towards a slum.
Speeding vehicles, sometimes driven by drunken drivers, crash through guard
barriers, chains and wooden fencing, leaving yet another reminder of the deterioration
of the amenities we are supposed to safeguard and foster. The following
contemporary pictures tell the story.

~

I

They Defaced Private Property

)
They Burned Down The Loo
18

They Ruined The Pub Sign
19
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Even The Old Police Station Wall

TC}

1d Calton Avenue
Dulwich Village
London SE21 7DE
Telephone: 020 8693 2808

EMAIL: john@john-ken.dircon.co.uk

rJ3rocl(we{{ ~rt Services
Established 1 979

Even The Cleaners Daubed

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING

And The Council Put Up A Wall On The Tennis
Courts To Encourage Them
20

Contact James Davidson
232-234 Railton Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 OJT
Telephone/Fax: 0171 274 7046
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Continuedfrom Page 14

Picture Gallery

K . A. Jeffries & Company
Chartered Accountants

The Picture Gallery will be opened officially by the Queen on the 25th May. We hope
it will be finished in time. There are conflicting views amongst residents on the new
extension but the Society is waiting for the whole project to be complete before
venturing any opinion.

18 Melbourne Grove
East Dulwich, SE22 8RA

Tel: (020) 8693 4145

Contractors
There has been a suggestion that, with the large amount of building currently going
on in Dulwich, the Dulwich Estate might consider introducing a 'good contractor'
scheme similar to the ones in operation in the City and Westminster. The Dulwich
Estate already have restrictions on site noise - specifically loud radios being played
- so if you feel that reasonable levels of noise are being exceeded, complain to the
Estate Office.

Fax: (020) 8299 0326

Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966
Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses
General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT
Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice
and registered Auditors

Secretary

Have been Honorary Auditors of the Dulwich Society from
its inception in 196 7

A s

0

C

SPORTS

's
0

n

CLUB

Alleyn's School · Dulwich - SEZZ 8SU

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modern sports facilities.
The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, sports hall,
gym, two multi-purpose halls;
tennis courts, cricket nets.
Activities include: aerobics/step;
badminton; scuba diving; table
tennis; basketball; karate;
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.
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Marjorie Eager, who has been the Secretary of the Planning and Architecture Group
for the last ten years has handed over her role to Jean Howell. The Group is very
grateful to Marjorie for her unstinting support over the years: she has seen three
chairmen, and something like a thousand applications. We know she will continue to
support the Society and wish her well on her many travels.

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
sessions
During the Easter, Summer &
Winter holidays Sports Experience
day camps & courses are available
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and
experience various multi-activities
and sports.
Surrey League Competitive
Badminton is played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also
available

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club
Your know it's good for you!
Alleyn's Sports Club, Townley Road, Dulwich

Tell (020)

Double Glazing
Double glazing and replacement windows are always subjects that generate argument
in Dulwich - one or two householders have recently been forced to put back timber
windows when they removed them without the Dulwich Estate's approval.
The regulations on the Estate are quite clear, any changes to windows, front or rear,
require consent. UPVC and aluminium framed windows will not normally be
permitted in pre-war houses - the fact that they have been done illegally in the past
does not count. In newer developments, these types of windows are permitted as long
as they match the pattern of the originals. The Society supports the Estate in their
policy and is against any 'standard' design of replacement window as the style of
houses in Dulwich is so varied.
Q

Ian Mclnnes
Chairman
Planning and Architecture Group

afi'!l,1:.1
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TRANSPORTS OF DILEMMA
North Dulwich Triangle
In our last issue we described the energetic lobbying by the residents in the triangle
formed by Herne Hill, Half Moon Lane and Red Post Hill. In response, Southwark
Council staged a major consultation exhibition which generated over 400
submissions by residents about traffic and environmental concerns.
The Council has now appointed a firm of consultants (Hyder) to work out
solutions to the problems, and has voted £250,000 for physical works expected to be
recommended by the consultants.
We await the opportunity to discuss the consultants' interim conclusions.

Charter School
Closely linked to the traffic issues in the North Dulwich Triangle is the prospect of
traffic generation when the new Charter School in Red Post Hill opens in September.
The Head of the school has put the school's architects in touch with the council's
consultants on the North Dulwich Triangle in order to minimise traffic problems and
to ensure the children's safety on their way to and from the new school.

Dulwich Village Crossroads
The competing demands on this busy crossroads have plagued this part of Dulwich
for decades.The junction is right outside a primary school, on the route of many
pupils walking to JAGS, Alleyns and other schools, and has to cope with complex
vehicle movements. After long consideration Southwark Council has now devised
some measures to balance these competing demands. The proposals are to be
discussed at a meeting in the school hall in the near future.

West Dulwich Station
The facilities at this station are most unsatisfactory. Passengers waiting on the Up
platform are exposed to wind and rain as the shelter is quite inadequate, as is the
provision of seating. Lighting, general maintenance, steep stairs, broken down ticket
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machines and an environmental inimical to personal security are amongst the many
deficiencies drawn to our attention by regular users of the station.
We are in discussion with Connex, the train operator, and hope to persuade them and
Railtrack to improve the station.

Millennium Cycle Network
The concept was outlined in a previous Newsletter. It is to create a network of "offroad" cycle paths to enable school children and others to get about in safety. It would
enable more children to go to the many schools in the area by bike in safety.
We have now put general proposals to the Estates Trustees and more detailed
plans for a section of the network to Southwark Council.

School Journeys
Linked with the Millennium Cycle Network is an initiative from a group of parents
at JAPS to achieve a switch away from car dependency for pupils getting to school
in Dulwich. Amongst other activities, the group is starting a Walking Bus in the
summer term to help pupils walk to school safely.

Dulwich Park
At the recent Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Dulwich Park concerns were
expressed about the danger of getting across Court Lane to the park. In spite of the
humps in Court Lane, it is difficult for pedestrians to cross safely here, and there are
lots of people on foot visiting the park from Eynella Road and the area to the east of
it. So Councillor Michelle Pearce organised an immediate petition (at the Friends'
AGM) for a pedestrian crossing. We are confident that Dulwich Society members
will support her efforts to get such a crossing and we are asking the other Ward
Councillors to back it also.

Alastair Hanton
Traffic and Transport Committee
(020-8693 2618)
8 Gilkes Crescent SE21 7BS
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YEAR OF THE CLEMATIS

FISH EXPERIENCE

LICENSED FISH RESTAURANT
Fish and Chips existed in the 18th century and was mentioned
by Charles Dickens in "Oliver Twist" - hence the name 'Olley's'
Sunday & Monday Evenings .................................................. 5pm - 11pm
Tuesday-Thursday.............. .12 noon- 3pm & 5pm -10.30/llpm
Friday & Saturday ................................................................... 12 noon - llpm
67 - 69 Norwood Road, Heme Hill, London SE24 9AA
Tel: 020 8671 8259 Fax: 020 86715665
E-mail: olleys.fish.experience@interramp.co.uk
WHERE FISH IS TAKEN SERIOUSLY

DISPENSING OPTICIANS
IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION

BENETTON FLEXON GUESS? LAFONT
KOOKAI FRENCH CONNECTION

MODO CALVIN KLEIN HUGO BOSS
OAKLEY DOLCE & GABBANA PAUL SMITH
& MANY OTHER QUALITY FRAMES SPORTS EYEWEAR
CHILDREN'S FRAMES CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING

29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE21 7BN TEL: 020 8299 0230
Also at 41 New Cavendish Street London Wl M 7RJ Tel: 020 7935 2124
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The Garden Group is the focal point for all who take pleasure in gardens - whether
they have their own or just an interest in gardens and gardening. This interest is
shared because more than 25 per cent of members of the Dulwich Society are
members of the Garden Group.
In this year under review we enjoyed visits to eight local gardens and are most
grateful to their owners for all the time and trouble they took in preparing their
gardens for our visits and sharing the pleasures of their gardens with us.
In April, we enjoyed a most entertaining talk by Archie Skinner who was head
gardener at Sheffield Park. His subject "Trees and Shrubs for the Smaller Garden"
attracted a record audience of nearly 90 members. A private visit to Sutton Place,
near Guildford was arranged in July. More than 50 of us toured both the house and
the most beautiful and interesting garden.
The theme of our annual garden competition was clematis. There are nearly 70
varieties from dwarfs to 60-foot climbers. We attracted 27 entries as well as a
splendid display of blooms and books arranged by Eric Hamilton. Eric, Maureen
Springfield and Mrs Iris Chandler were voted joint winners, but it was agreed that
Mrs Chandler should be awarded first prize.
Eighty-six members completed and returned our questionnaire about the Group's
activities. After analysing the response, the committee have decided to organise a
coach outing in September 2000 to Wisley. We hope to make this an annual event.
The respondents also made many very useful suggestions as well as offering to help
with the committee work. We are sorry it was not possible to thank everyone
personally but we very much appreciate the considerable interest in the Group's
activities.
During the year, the committee held its 100th meeting since it was originally
formed in 1979. A small presentation was made to our secretary, Sylvia Daniel, who
was congratulated on attending every one of those 100 meetings.
We are most grateful to all members of the group who have regularly supported
our activities and particularly the committee members without whose hard work
these events would not have taken place.

John Ward
Chairman

Garden Group
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'ON A LOG, EXPIRING FROG'
At our meetings during the year, we have discussed local issues particularly opposition to
the Crystal Palace development, to which we remain 100 per cent against. The impact on
wildlife, never properly studied before the scheme, remains our concern.
We have kept in touch with the Southwark Parks Department, were represented at their
Parks and Open Spaces Conference and have met with Giles Alder, Park Ranger, who is
working on improvement of the Dulwich Park lake and island.
We have assisted Professor Marks in his proposed establishment of a winter garden in
Dulwich Park, funded by Friends of Dulwich Park, by providing a list of shrubs and plants
suitable for attracting wildlife.
We are conducting a survey of garden ponds in private gardens in the Dulwich area.
This is our Millennium project and we are hoping for results of benefit to others. We are
also taking part in the London Ladybirds Survey.
On March 16, our annual lecture was given by Charles Snell of the British
Herpetological Society. He gave us a fascinating talk on amphibians, drawing on his vast
experience of these species, both in his own twelve ponds inhabited by frogs, toads and
newts, and his management of a nature reserve. He also gave an enthusiastic audience hints
on suitable aquatic plants to grow in your own garden ponds.
We would like to thank Don Freshwater for continuing as the Society's wildlife recorder.
There was a surprise when a lizard was spotted by Patricia Gaitskell in her garden last summer.
Don says this is the first record received since he started his records some 30 years ago.
Sorry to report that June de Baerdemaecker and Marjorie Rowland have retired from
the committee, having served since it began. Sigrid Collins has become the Committee's
minutes secretary.

Judy Marshall,

Chair, Wildlife Committee

MAGIC ON EARTH
In addition to the pond survey mentioned elsewhere the other natural history fields continue
to occupy our attention. In particular, this year is seeing an attempt to number our garden
birds by asking members to record home sightings on the form enclosed and which is due
to be reissued in the December Newsletter.
Unless already in the garden list all birds other than feral pigeons should be listed and
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in other disciplines extra alertness to stag beetles, ladybirds and butterflies is sought. For
the last two, forms designed by national organisations are helpful to those of us whose
knowledge of ladybirds is nil and of butterflies is even less. Forms from recorders.
Those who feed them and those who curse them are the sole recorders of foxes, whilst
a lack of hedgehog and squirrel reports suggests little change in numbers of all three
species. No bat records this time and any note of rat or mouse - bar the wood mouse - is
to use the crossword setter's favourite, eschewed. On the other hand enthusiasm has bee~
engendered following the first record in thirty years of lizard, for already the second has
been found off College Road. Encouraging news of amphibia appears elsewhere.
Among invertebrates ladybirds of three species were seen in January, all three in
domestic situations. By end of current recording the orange tip was on the wing and
bringing up the rear of an emergence starting January with the small (?) white and
brimstone. Honey bees prosper in contrast to the types of wild bee that tunnel out of
underground chambers. Their tell-tale "volcanoes" were missing from at least one
garden and the shrubbery by Village Way traffic lights.
Few queen wasps trouble the sighters, indicating only minor swatting required when
refresh~ents are served in the garden. To the dismay of horticulturists and odd gourmets,
but dehght of others, the start of May saw garden fauna nourished by sympathetic
Dulwich folk include beautiful red lily and brilliant green asparagus beetles.
The attractive teazel encouraged in one garden appealed to a charm of goldfinches.
Of winterers, the non-breeders remain among gulls. Likewise, shoveler have gone from
Dulwich Park and Surrey lakes.The pair courting in February duly departed to a more
suitable site and who could blame them?
A third Blackcap, an adult male, overwintered; a firecrest accompanied long-tailed
tits. Few redwings and fieldfares are in our records. By mid-May, the great rush of spring
migrants will be over, blissfully unnoticed by us worthy residents of Dulwich - unless
you know better and are waiting to advise.
There has been one bonus. Seated in his arbour, and screened by frosted glass, one portly
resident was concentrating attention on the esoteric art of dealing with facial fungus. A sudden
call from the wild inte1vened. For the first tenth of a second a yaffle was suspected but the
remaining nine tenths prompted switching off the razor and hope for amplification. The bird
obliged with four calls in a minute, each call of seven syllables, declaring itself a sevenwhistler or whimbrel. Only our second record of an annual migrant, mainly along the coast,
with a few over London, short-cutting East Anglia en route for Iceland and northern climes.
On the latitude of Greenland's Cape Farewell, a few may yet remain with us to breed and
enjoy the rare summer night when the wind fades, the sea settles to a gentle swell, a cloudless
sky shows few stars often obscured by northern lights in the twilight that passes for night and
the only sounds are those of nature. Magic on earth, in the days before oil.

Don Freshwater, Recorder (020 8693 1666)
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1323 AND ALL THAT

CAPTAIN DENYS WYATT, O.B.E., R.N. (Retd.)

Our first local history event of the year was a visit to The Plantanes, a Victorian mansion on
Champion Hill, now owned by King's College Hospital as an annexe and recently extensively
renovated. As usual, Brian Green was our informed guide for the meeting. His summer walk
this year will be on June 18 and will start from All Saint's Church, Rosendale Road, and explore
"unknown West Dulwich" and feature King George the Third's mad lawyer who lived here.
The subject for our Dulwich Society members' meeting in November was the history of
the houses along Dulwich Common, between Gallery Road and College Road, which
collectively can be traced back to 1323, when Edward II was on the throne. The meeting at St
Barnabas Centre was attended by upward of 70 Dulwich Society members, who were treated
to a talk, illustrated by photographs and maps, given by Patrick Darby and condensed from his
book, The Houses in Between, which will be appearing in June, 2000.
As this year marks the centenary of the death of John Ruskin, the artist, art critic and former
Herne Hill and Denmark Hill resident, our November meeting is planned to be given over to
a talk given by various members of the Local History committee on aspects of Ruskin's life,
with particular reference to his connections with the locality.
For those who cannot attend the Committee's meeting but who have expressed an interest
in local history, we have now started publishing an occasional newsletter, two editions of which
have appeared so far for general approval.
Patrick Darby, Chairman, Local History Group

We much regret to record the death on April 21 of Captain Wyatt, President of the
Dulwich Society, only days after the death of his wife, Gillian. He was 76 and prior to
his presidency had served the Dulwich Society as chairman from 1980 until 1991.
At his funeral service at Honor Oak Crematorium, this tribute was paid by Rear
Admiral Thomas Bradbury who knew him for 50 years. "Denys joined the Royal Navy
from Downside in late 1941. His sea-going career began in a spectacular fashion a year
later, joining his first ship, H.M.S. Eagle, an old aircraft carrier, as she set out on the most
heavily attacked Malta convoy of the war, in August, 1942.
"Within days, this 18-year-old midshipman found himself swimming in the oilcovered Mediterranean Sea. Torpedoed by a U-boat, the ship had sunk within eight
minutes with the loss of 300 sailors. Denys was picked up by a destroyer, surviving that
sinking and the rest of the war without further mishap.
"In the years that followed he built up a reputation for being an extremely competent
staff officer under Lord Mountbatten. He particularly enjoyed the corridors of power in
Whitehall and was good there. He later became Captain of the Royal Naval College,
Greenwich, a place that became and remained very special to both Denys and Gillian.
"Fo; those who want it, there is always another life after the Navy and Denys, after
retiring, became for five years secretary of the Athanaeum Club, arguably the most
exclusive club in London. It suited his talents, his intellect and his personality. Certainly
he suited the members because bishops and academics alike judged his tenure of office
to have been a great success.
"But at the end of the day I will remember Denys not so much as the successful Naval
Officer nor as the secretary of a prestigious London club. I will remember him as the
devoted husband of Gillian for 37 years, caring for each other as they did particularly in
the latter months. I will remember him too as the father of Marina and Nicola, immensely
proud of their achievements. (continued on Page 32)

W.UDEN & SONS LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 HOUR SERVICE
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DULWICH
CAMBERWELL
FOREST HILL
NEW CROSS
SIDCUP
PETISWOOD
BIGGIN HILL

375 LORDSHIP LANE, DULWICH SE22 8JJ
265 SOUTHAMPTON WAY, CAMBERWELL SE5 7EN
126 FOREST HILL ROAD, FOREST HILL SE22 ORS
109 NEW CROSS ROAD, NEW CROSS SE14 5DJ
64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT DA14 6DS
19 CHATSWORTH PARADE, QUEENSWAY, BROMLEY BR5 1DF
186 MAIN ROAD, BIGGIN HILL, WESTERHAM, KENTTN16 3BB

020 8693 1526
020 7703 3212
020 8693 4160
020 7639 0252
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"And I suspect that it is just the way Denys would want to be remembered."
Captain Wyatt's funeral service was conducted by the Rev. Robert Nurton, the last
chaplain of the Royal Naval College and now chaplain of Morden College,
Blackheath. The family asked that no flowers be sent but that donations if desired be
sent in memory of Gillian to the Children's Country Holiday Fund, 42, Lower Marsh,
London. S.E.1., and for Denys to the King's College Fund for Sailors, 8 Hatherley
Street, London, S.W.lP. The Dulwich Society has made donations in both cases.

SIR ROBERT SAINSBURY
Sir Robert, who died in April aged 93, was a Dulwich resident, a generous member and
supporter of the Dulwich Society, joint president of the Sainsbury grocery chain and a
notable patron of modern art.
With his brother, Alan, who became Lord Sainsbury in 1962, they presided over the
modernisation and growth which made Sainsbury's a leading grocery chain and the
family Britain's richest business dynasty. Sir Robert, born on October 24, 1906, was
the second son of John Benjamin Sainsbury by his wife, Mabel, nee van den Bergh, of
the margarine family of that name. He married, in 1937, his second cousin Lisa
Ingeborg, nee van den Bergh, by whom he had a son and three daughters, one of whom
predeceased him.
He was knighted for services to the arts in 1967 and was the uncle of Lord
Sainsbury of Preston Candover who is president of Dulwich Picture Gallery.

WALTER GORDON MASON WILLIAMS, CB
Walter Williams, formerly of Sydenham Hill died, alas, in Cornwall, on March 6,
2000, at the age of 76, leaving many to grieve, not least in Dulwich. For the past 26
years, until December, 1999, we had the good luck to count him and his equally
energetic, warm-hearted and hospitable wife, Gwynneth, as friends and fellow
citizens.
He was a tower of strength to the Dulwich Society, an influential, loyal, and
knowledgeable member of both the Planning Committee (now the Planning and
Architecture Group) and the Transport and Traffic Committee. He was also vicechairman of the Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society.
He is survived by Gwynneth and their two daughters, Lois and Ann. To say how
greatly he will be missed by them and us all would be a huge understatement - Tony
Golds.
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All Building, Maintenance
and Repairs
•
•
•
•
•
•

General Alterations
Bathrooms & Bedrooms
Electrical & Plumbing
Roofing & Electrical Works
Plastering & Decorating
All Insurance Work

Call now for a
free estimate
0171°820 0935
M

94 PARK HALL ROAD,
WEST DULWICH SE21 8BW

ESTATE AGENTS
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Amoe of R~idenfial
letting Agents

020 8670 8000

www.volkerandvolker.co. uk

GI

'The Ultimate in home cleaning'

Tel: 020 - 8777 - 9713
Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your
requirements.
MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of ladies are here to dust your blues away.
We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 07860 - 367 - 857

CALLOW MAsTER LOCKSMITHS

Professional key-cutting service
All types of locks supplied and fitted

98a Lordship lane, London SE22 8HF
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GRAFFITI
A rising tide of graffiti engulfs London and is now seeping into Dulwich Village and its
environs. Would it not be a good idea to exhort our Dulwich Society readership to paint
out these offensive scribbles as and when they appear as I do? Leaving them on site
merely encourages more moronic defacement and can rapidly ruin an attractive
environment.
Andrew Bremmer, 5 Frank Dixon Close S.E.21 7BD

-

... -

speeding Post Office vans and large cars with sophisticated suspension crossing the
humps with ease at more than 30 mph.
The humps have also provided the teenage skateboarders of Dulwich Village with an
excellent training ground, invariably doing so in the dark. And a few weeks ago, work
began on installing a speed cushion at the junction of a minor road and main bus route.
Now the local bus operator has closed all the bus stops on it and diverted all services,
"due to safety problems, until a satisfactory solution can be found."

Andrew McCarthy 98 Goodrich Road, East Dulwich.
This letter first appeared in the Daily Telegraph on Saturday, April 8, and is
reprinted here with permission.

HUMP PROBLEMS
Two years ago, the London Borough of Southwark installed road humps on minor roads
in Dulwich in an attempt to limit traffic to 20 mph. There have been some interesting, if
unintended, side effects.
Even though I obey the speed limit, I have had to replace the front springs on my
MG, broken by repeated movement over the humps, at a cost of £267. I often see

moe Qtrown & ~l'Cpbounb
THE VILLAGER RESTAURANT
AT DULWICH'S FINEST INN
Open daily for lunches 12 - 2.30pm
Evenings Monday - Saturday 6 - 10pm

Traditional Sunday roast served
from 12 noon to 3pm

mue J!)ulwicb ~uite
Now Licensed for
Civil Marriage Ceremonies
Premier venue for wedding receptions,
banquets & buffets. Ideal for business
seminars, training and presentations
73 DULWICH VILLAGE
LONDON SE21 7BJ

TEL: 020 8693 2466
BASS LEISURE RETAIL
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HEAVENS ABOVE, LOOK AT THE TRAFFIC
We are delighted to see the Dulwich Society supporting the Crystal Palace Campaign.
This is ~n example of forward thinking which strives to prevent a very considerable
future deterioration in amenity not only for those close to Crystal Palace but also for
residents of Dulwich who are in the "flight path" of mass road traffic to the Crystal
Palace environment site.
Understandably no one could have imagined the consequences of creating
Heathrow airport and the eventual impact some 50 years later that large noisy jet
planes would have on residents living under the flight path, even though they were
20 miles away from the airport. The new airport must have seemed a long way away
from any residents at that time. Of course with this precedent we should all now
know better. Most of us do but certain vested interests choose to ignore history and
common sense.
A little common sense tells us that if you have westerly winds predominating over an
area (as indeed we do at Heathrow), then choosing any site for an airport the west of a
major city such as London is the worst possible choice. Using sites to the north or south
would clearly generate less need to overfly the city and thus create less noise to impact
the residents of the city, as indeed would a site well to the east. Interestingly, we have
such airports at Luton, Gatwick and Stansted. Moreover, following the Korean air
disaster near Stansted, people are now acutely aware of the very real risk of a major air
accident over London from the increased air traffic. This is seen by many as a statistic
waiting to happen, and for those who live under the flight path it is a very real cause for
concern.
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Sadly, despite the fact that it is now possible to very clearly see the adverse
environmental impact of such a decision. BA and BAA perversely continue to
further develop Heathrow with the proposed addition of Terminal 5, rather than
trying to redistribute air traffic to the other three London airports. As well as
reducing the noise over London and the risk of an accident over London, such
redistribution would provide a better service to the South of England as a whole. So
we still need man and women of vision to campaign strenuously against such short
sighted, vested interest proposals, not just for the sake of Dulwich, but frankly for
the sake of London as a whole.
May we as members of HACAN Clear Skies urge the Dulwich Society to support us
and make members of the Dul wich Society aware of the growing threat and the actions
they can take.
Unlike traffic to Crystal Palace, which may come, air traffic over London is
here now, creating a noise problem now and most certainly set to get very much
worse.
Regrettably, it is only when the numbers of protesters reach a (fairly large) critical
mass that politicians start to take action.

M. J. Colvin,
Mrs R. P Colvin
1 Beckwith Road, North Dulwich, S.E.24 9LH13

NO ROMANCING OF THESE STONES
Mrs Nina Morgan, of Dulwich Mead, a long serving member of this Society has set us a
mystery. A short two years ago she asked the Dulwich Society what she could do to preserve
a set of staddle stones on which many years ago Dulwich farmers used to place stacks of ricks
to dry. They had belonged to the farm now partially occupied by the Dulwich and Sydenham
Golf Club and when she moved house the Golf Club agreed to look after them and perhaps
use them in their own club house surrounds. Alas, when the Society inquired of the stones, the
Golf Club could not help. They had vanished from the shed in which they had been placed for
safe-keeping.
Curiously, police information is that staddles or rick stones are in fact quite valuable.
"Ask at any boot sale or garden centre," they advise. In Andover, Hampshire, local social
services even offered counselling to an owner after theft of such stones from his garden.
-
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