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If you want an enjoyable and memorable meal with friends
or family, drop into Ferrari's - and we'll make it an occasion!
We specialise for any kind of party, up to 150 seatings.

l=tRRARI'~ tARLY BIRD ~PtCIALI
From 5.30pm to 6.30pm
A 1; 3rd off your food bill*
*FOOD ONLY

Ferrari's Italian Brasserie
66 Westow Hill
London SE 19 1RX
Tel: 020 8761 3371
Fax: 020 8761 3391
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September 2000

Saturday, October 14 &
Sunday, October 15:

Dul wich Quilters will demonstrate over two days a
Millennium group quilt designed on computer and four
other quilts produced as a challenge. Old Library,
Dulwich College, Dulwich Common, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
each day. Admission: adults £2, children free, catalogues
50p.

Saturday, October 21 &
Sunday, October 22:

Friends of Horniman Art Exhibition, Old Library, Dulwich
College, Dulwich Common, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission
free.

September 6 - November 19: Dulwich Picture Gallery exhibition of Gerit Dou (16131675) Rembrandt's first pupil. Please note: New opening
times. Tel: 020-8693 5254.

Thursday, September 7:

Dulwich Society Garden Group day trip to the Royal
Horticultural Society's Gardens at Wisley. Price £10
including 1 1'2 hour guided tour. Coach leaves
Dulwich Picture Gallery at 9.30 a.m. sharp.
Reservations - phone Ina Pulleine 020-8670 5477
after 11 a.m.

Sunday, September 17:

Friends of Kingswood House will host the open day at the
historic property in Seeley Drive, West Dulwich, as part of
London Open House Weekend. 2 p.m., admission free. For
further details contact Yvonne Witter, 020-8761 7239.

Saturday, September 23:

South London Botanical Institute, 323 Norwood Road,
SE24, course of eight meetings on Wildlife In Your Garden,
tutor Helen Firminger, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Saturday, September 23 &
Sunday, September 24:

Christ's Chapel of Alleyn's College of God's Gift will take
part in the London Open House Weekend. The Chapel,
situated at the junction of College and Gallery Roads, will
be open for viewing on Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4.30 p.m., and
Sunday, 2 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. Afternoon organ recital on
each day. Teas available in the Chapel Cloister.

Wednesday, September 27: South London Botanical Institute, 323 Norwood Road,
SE24, course of 12 meetings on Introduction To Wild
Flowers, tutor June Chatfield. 1.30 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.

November 2000
Thursday, November 9:

Dulwich Society Trees Talk on "Veteran Trees on the
Forest Floor" by Ted Green, Member of the Veteran
Trees Forum and an authority on the ecological value of
dead wood. 8 p.m., St Barnabas Centre, Calton Avenue,
Dulwich, S.E.21.

Thursday, November 9:

DDAFAS lecture on Topographical Artists of the
Nineteenth Century Near East by Sarah Searight, historian
and journalist specialising in Middle East history of art and
ceramics.*

Thursday, November 16: Dulwich Society History Group lecture with slides on
Discovering Public Sculpture in South London by Hilary
Rosser, a member of the History Group, at St Faith's
Centre, Red Post Hill, S.E.24 at 8 p.m.
Saturday, November 18 &
Sunday, November 19

October 2000
Thursday, October 12:
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DDAFAS lecture on Tate Modern - The New Tate
Gallery of Modern Art by Jennifer Morgan, lecturer
and guide at the Tate Gallery and Courtauld Institute
Galleries.*

St Barnabas Church, Calton Avenue, S.E.21. Performances of
Benjamin Britten's Noye's Fludde opera for children. Please
watch for details.

* DDAFAS (Dulwich

Decorative And Fine Arts Society) monthly lectures usually
illustrated with slides are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at
James Allen's Girls' School, (JAGS) East Dulwich Grove S.E.21., unless
otherwise stated. Coffee and biscuits 7.30 p.m, visitors £4.00, students 50p.
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WHAT CONCERNS US ALL

All Building, Maintenance
and Repairs
•
•
•
•
•
•

General Alterations
Bathrooms & Bedrooms
Electrical & Plumbing
Roofing & Electrical Works
Plastering & Decorating
All Insurance Work

LKER
&
LKER
94 PARK HALL ROAD,
WEST DULWICH SE21 8BW
ESTATE AGENTS
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Amoe of RG&identtol

Call now for a
free estimate
020 7820 0935

lotting Agonh

020 8670 8000

www.volkerandvolker.co.uk

'atbe Qtrown & <lfjrep{Jounb
• The complete plumbing &
heating service
• Boiler servicing
• Drain clearance
• Corgi registered
• 7 day service 365 days a year
• Free estimates & heating
design service
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted
• 24-hour emergency service

020 8299 3511
13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22
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THE VILLAGER RESTAURANT
AT DULWICH'S FINEST INN
Open daily for lunches 12 - 2.30pm
Evenings Monday. Saturday 6 • 10pm

Traditional Sunday roast served
from 12 noon to 3pm

mb.e l'lt1U.1.1icb $ttlt.e
Now Licensed for
Civil Man·iage Ceremonies
Premier venue for wedding receptions,
banquets & buffets. Ideal for business
seminars, training and presentations
73 DULWICH VILLAGE
LONDON SE21 ?BJ

TEL: 020 8693 2466
BASS LEISURE RETAIL

This is a new feature named after Edward Alleyn, acto1; thrifty, acquisitive
Lord of the Manor of Dulwich, founder of Dulwich College, and is intended to
reflect what would interest him if he were alive today - and, of course, what
very much concerns you.

Village Rose With Thorns
A political pamphlet, written by two of our elected representatives, has
been circulated in his manor entitled Village Rose dated Summer 2000
and with a few unseasonal thorns.
"We tackle crime," it says. But police are so under strength that they have reduced
the status of Lordship Lane police station and every weekend Gipsy Hill police
station is regularly closed. Barbed wire is going up on garden fences adjoining
Dulwich Park to keep out intruders.
Police decline to answer 999 calls as of "low priority" when they are warned of
after dark intruders into the Park despite the fact that there are mystery tenants living
in the Park, that the Park has suffered arson at the toilets and bowling green, frequent
break-ins at the cafe and regular grafitti work and vandalism. A Court Lane notice
appealing for witnesses of an 8.30 a.m. robbery of two schoolboys at knife point in
the Park was not posted on the Court Lane park gates until a week after the crime,
although there appears to be a dispute as to the date of the offence.
"We improve the Park for young people," says the pamphlet in a reference to the
children's play area. The publication makes no reference to the £12,500 donated by
the Dulwich Society for the play area.
The leaflet claims credit for a "new pedestrian crossing" outside the Park gates in
College Road. Not new, but still badly sited and repaired only after the Dulwich
Society drew attention to the fact that the flashing lights had not worked for months
and threw doubts on the crossing's legal protection.
It is an offence to park on wavy lines warning of an imminent Zebra crossing. Yet
the Council provides and permits parking facilities across the wavy lines - and at a
crossing much used by the elderly from the Dulwich Estate almshouses opposite.
With a picture of the new Millennium footbridge at Bankside, the political
pamphlet describes it as "a vibrant tourist centre." They mean "vibrating" for the
bridge has been closed since opening day because of either faulty design or
construction or both. A well known couturier, resident in Dulwich, is reported in the
Daily Telegraph to be using the footbridge design for a new women's wonder-bra.
Another picture in the political pamphlet shows a "new bench and signpost" in
Dulwich Village. Again, no mention of the contribution of the Dulwich Society.
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The missive adds, "Plans are advanced to bring the tube to East and North
Dulwich Stations by the East London line via Canada Water. The scheme needs the
approval of the London mayor," whose election was, of course, opposed by the
authors of the pamphlet.

Inn. The public bar has gone and there is a great emphasis on food and wine. The
decor is allegedly that of "a traditional English pub brought into the twenty-first
century" but is pleasant enough. It reopened on July 24.

Herne Hill 'Village'
Obscene And Heard
The Sunday Telegraph quoting Michael Buckmaster, a lawyer, says that Dulwich
Picture Gallery has expressed an interest in acquiring/showing the immoral,
pornographic and once legally banned pictures of D.H. Lawrence. In 1929, Scotland
Yard seized the paintings in a raid on a London gallery and the then Home Secretary
declared them a menace to public morality and banished them from British shores
forever. They are at present in the manager's office of a small hotel in a small city in
New Mexico, U.S.A. The Gallery is also reported as saying that showing them would
be subject to Lottery money being granted them.

On Location
Film crews are appearing in increasingly large numbers to take free advantage of the
preserved village and surroundings. Which raises the question why, while they are
disturbing the residents and the traffic, they are not charged for the facilities.
One film maker wrote to residents of Frank Dixon Way and Frank Dixon Close on
B.B.C. headed notepaper warning of another impending minor invasion. The B.B.C.
insisted they knew nothing of the letter writer and the Estate Governors
notwithstanding gave permission for filming to go ahead.
Residents in Burbage Road were surprised to find a film crew in action over two
days during a weekend early in July. The support vehicles caused some fairly major
parking problems but this was offset by seeing the comedian, Paul Merton, in real
life. The film is about clogs and should be seen later in the year. TV and film
personalities are always either bigger or smaller than one imagines and in this case he
was bigger.
Messiah Films, not exactly a religious organisation, wrote from the Fulham
gasworks that in August they would be filming scenes in College Road for the
forthcoming TV production of Messiah, a psychological drama about a serial killer
who bases his murders on the twelve apostles. St Barnabas, St Stephen's and All
Saints' churches have not, we gather, been consulted.

A New Pub
The Alleyn's Head, on the corner of Alleyn Park and Park Hall Road, a well known
but not previously very exciting pub, has been closed for the last three months
while it was refurbished and rebranded. Still owned by Bass, it is now an Embers
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A new estate agent has opened in Half Moon Lane and the publicity leaflet distributed
to householders in the area described its location as Herne Hill Village rather than
Herne Hill. We are not sure what has secured Herne Hill's promotion to a 'village.'
Perhaps it is the number of estate agents - there are now three within 50 metres.

The House Next Door
There is a rumour that one particular resident who wished to build an extension on
the side of his house decided to purchase the house next door - luckily it was for sale!
- and acquired some of its garden for his own use. He then put it back up for sale.
Nothing wrong with that, of course, but interestingly the price of the house next door
was a seven figure sum.

Why Not Tell Us, Councillors?
One group of Southwark councillors have just voted themselves a 100 per cent each
increase in their £5,000 per annum salaries yet the borough remains the second worst
in the country to collect council tax from its residents who presumably pay those salaries.
The republican elements of the Council were curiously absent from the Queen
Mother's 100th birthday celebrations at Milwall Football Club. Thousands of pensioners
including many from Dulwich boarded council provided coaches to patronise the event,
see "golden oldie" stars of the pop world and be publicised on television.
Yet there was another republican attitude towards the re-opening of Dulwich
Picture Gallery by the Queen. B.B.C. Television, anxious that the Queen should visit
Dulwich Park, made famous by her grandmother, Queen Mary, on the same day
discovered that the Park was not in a fit state for such a regal visit. To make matters
worse, as the Queen arrived, the council belatedly started noisy work on the repair of
the College Road gates and, as speeches began, decided to dig up Gallery Road on the
other side to the Gallery.

Poison Pen Letters
An animal rights group is sending anonymous letters to Dulwich residents informing
them that their neighbours (names and addresses included) have shares (number
included) in named laboratories believed to experiment on animals. What follows the
letters will be of police interest.

Edwina Alleynia
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Contact James Davidson
232-234 Raihon Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 OJT
Telephone/Fax: 020 7274 7046

• ***** Best Food Shop Award. As featured in 'The
•
•
•
•
•
•
@

•

Essential Guide to London's Best Food Shops' 2000-2001
Newly opened in Dulwich Village
French hand-ma<le chocolates
Belgian gateaux & patisserie
Speciality brea<ls
Birthday, wedding & other cakes to order
Exquisite gifts from all parts of the world
Expert wine and catering consultancy
Open six days a week 8.30-5.30

la Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village, London SE21 7DE
Tel/Fax: 020 8488 1111
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Allejrn's

Association

SPORTS

CLUB

Alleyn's School , Dulwlch . SE22. 8SU

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modern sports facilities.
The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, sports hall,
gym, two multi-purpose halls;
tennis courts, cricket nets.
Activities include: aerobics/step;
badminton; scuba diving; table
tennis; basketball; karate;
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
sessions
During the Easter, Summer &
Winter holidays Sports Experience
day camps & courses are available
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and
experience various multi-activities
and sports.
Surrey League Competitive
Badminton is played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also
available

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club Your know it's good for you!
Alleyn's Sports Club.Townley Road, Dulwich

Tel= (020)

aas•a
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EIGHT SOCIETIES SAY
'NO' TO PLANS
Adrian Hill, chairman of the Dulwich Society, has written to Ken Livingstone,
Mayor of London, on behalf of eight amenity or local societies to protest against
the continuing Bromley Council plan to build a multi-screen cinema complex at
Crystal Palace with 14 alcohol outlets.
The organisations are the Crystal Palace Foundation, Crystal Palace Triangle
Community Association, Dulwich Society, Herne Hill Society, Kingswood Estate
Tenants' Association, Lambethan Society, Norwood Society and Sydenham
Society.
They say:
"We believe that the road traffic consequences of the Crystal Palace
development and the inadequacy of the public transport infrastructure, remain the
most cogent reasons for calling a halt to all further activity until these concerns
have been properly addressed. Concern for these issues is shared by the local
authorities adjoining Bromley, and by all our local members of Parliament. Even
more seriously, no account has been taken of the combined effect of this and other
major developments now being brought forward by neighbouring boroughs.
"Our unanimous view is that it is wholly inappropriate to locate on this site a
project which can only succeed commercially if it attracts an enormous volume of
additional traffic, on already very congested roads, with inadequate public
transport.
"Most users will inevitably choose to come by car and it has been estimated
that the complex will generate an additional 17,000 vehicle movements every
Saturday.
"In addition to the Crystal Palace complex, other prospective major new
commercial projects in the neighbourhood will greatly increase the volume of
road traffic. Large new retail warehouses are planned both for a brown field site
at the former gasworks at Bell Green in Sydenham (in the borough of Lewisham),
and for a green field site to adjoin the supermarket at Dog Kennel Hill in East
Dulwich (in the borough of Southwark). In addition, recent Press reports indicate
that a new leisure centre is planned at the Crystal Palace football ground at
Selhurst Park (in the borough of Croydon). The intended catchment areas for all
these overlap almost completely. These planning decisions have all been, or will
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be, made by different local authorities with little or no reference to each other,
and with no proper consideration of the resulting cumulative increase in the
volume of road traffic.
"The Crystal Palace project and other prospective developments in the area
constitute a prime example of why a properly coordinated traffic and
environmental plan for London is needed. Hitherto the government office for
London has dismissed the need to look more closely at the Crystal Palace
development, on the grounds that it is purely a local planning issue which is fully
within the competence of one borough, Bromley, to resolve even though it is right
on the edge of that borough with few of its own residents likely to be particularly
affected.
"The Deputy Prime Minister (Mr John Prescott) in deciding not to call in the
proposal (for a public inquiry) also expressed himself satisfied that the traffic
implications either had been or would be adequately taken into account.
"On the evidence we believe that neither of these reasons for avoiding central
responsibility is sustainable. If London as a whole is to prosper, there must clearly
be a city-wide strategic element in planning decisions. This has been entirely
absent from Bromley's decision, which was furthermore contrary to Government
guidelines on the siting of developments such as this in city centres.
"In recent years, no administrative machinery has existed to enforce strategic
planning in London. Now with the establishment of the Greater London Authority,
it does, and we trust that the current Crystal Palace situation will be seen as a test
case for the new powers.
"The traffic study undertaken for Bromley by W. S. Atkins was based on
assumptions that were totally unrealistic and which invalidated its conclusions.
The more recent traffic study carried out by consultants, Colin Buchanan and
Partners, took no specific account of the greatly increased volume of traffic which
would result from the proposed Crystal Palace development, or of the other major
projects in the area of which they should have been aware.
"Both these traffic studies completely overlooked the fact that one apparent
access route to Crystal Palace Parade is a private road, regulated by a toll-gate,
which limits the volume of traffic through Dulwich Village. This tends to divert
traffic on to parallel residential roads where traffic calming measures have been
installed, or are currently being negotiated, entirely properly, to protect local
schools and other pedestrians.
"These measures are quite incompatible with a prospect that traffic flows will
be greatly increased to facilitate access to and from Crystal Palace from the north."
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Since 1996 the Dulwich Estate has gradually been engaging its new regime, under which
the Scheme of Management charge will be levied annually instead of once every five
years. Bills were sent out in December 1999 for the three years up to 31 March 1999.
Subject to final audit, figures for the year ended 31 March 2000 have now been arrived
at and are reviewed below. The next bill will be for the two years to March 2001 and
thereafter they will be sent out annually.
There have been clear advantages to the Estate Trustees in establishing a new basis
for charging, resulting in more complete recovery of their costs and improvt3d cash flow.
At the beginning of this year there were a few expressions of shock from residents that
charges had increased, some thought by up to 30 per cent on what they remembered from
the previous quinquennium.

Compensating Advantages
This was in part an unavoidable result of the major exercise on which the Estate
Trustees had embarked to amend the 1972 Scheme of Management. Just a few
compensating advantages have accrued to us as owners of enfranchised freeholds, in
knowing our financial obligations sooner and with more certainty and in being able
to apportion them more easily on the sale of our properties. Residents' representatives
on the Scheme Advisory Committee have now also agreed with the Dulwich Estate
that as managers of the scheme it should continue to be fully accountable to residents
over the charge and that the Managers will provide financial details in clearly
accessible form, to enable all residents to make continuing comparisons with annual
budgets and with previous performance.
The principal reason we are now paying more for the Scheme than under the
old quinquennial arrangements is that costs are now more fully identified and are
divided between "amenity expenditure" and "basic expenditure." The former is
essentially the cost of maintaining the common areas of land on the Estate. We pay
a proportion of this (currently 69.2 per cent) derived from the combined Council
Tax value of our freehold properties related to that of properties retained by the
Dulwich Estate.
"Basic expenditure" relates to the regulatory cost of the Scheme, i.e. controlling
what we do on our own properties, for which we are now expected to bear the entire
cost.

Apportionment
For the year ended 31 March 2000 total recoverable expenditure under the Scheme
("amenity" plus "basic") is £210,386. Divided equally among approximately 3.400

at Polgwyn, Castle Street

BODMIN PL31 2DX
Cornwall

Our thanks to all who have helped us
through 10 successful years in Dulwich
Now why not join us
in the New Millennium?

WE CAN SUPPLY

Bedknobs at Polgwyn offers
elegant, spacious and
very comfortable accommodation
A perfect base for exploring Cornwall's
mystical history, scenic landscapes and
mile upon mile of sandy beaches

___

,
Enquiries
most welcome

GLORIOUS CROWN ROAST
SADDLE OF LAMB
GUARDS OF HONOUR
FRENCH TRIM CUTLETS
STUFFED CUSHION OF LAMS
FRESH VENISON
PRIME. SCOTCH BEEF

AND LOTS MORE

Tel & Fax: 01208-77553
e-mail: gi1l@bedknobs.co.uk
Website: www.bedknobs.co.uk

020 8761 0018

FISH EXPERIENCE

LICENSED

FI SH

RESTAURANT

Fish and Chips existed in the 18th century and was mentioned
by Charles Dickens in "Oliver Twist" - hence the name 'Olley'.s'
Sunday & Monday Evenings ..................................................5pm - 11 pm
Tuesday - Thursday ............... 12 noon - 3pm & 5pm - l 0.30/ 11 pm
Friday & Saturday ...................................................................12 noon - 11 pm
67 - 69 Norwood Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 9AA
Tel: 020 8671 8259 Fax: 020 8671 5665
E-mail: olleys.fish.experience@interramp.co.uk
WHERE FISH IS TAKEN SERIOUSLY

Continued on page 17
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W.UDEN & SONS LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 HOUR SERVICE
EST. 1881
DULWICH
CAMBERWELL
FOREST HILL
NEW CROSS
SIDCUP
PETTS WOOD
BIGGIN HILL

375 LORDSHIP LANE, DULWICH SE22 8JJ
265 SOUTHAMPTON WAY, CAMBERWELL SE5 ?EN
126 FOREST HILL ROAD, FOREST HILL SE22 ORS
109 NEW CROSS ROAD, NEW CROSS SE14 5DJ
64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT DA14 608
19 CHATSWORTH PARADE, QUEENSWAY, BROMLEY BR51DF
186 MAIN ROAD, BIGGIN HILL, WESTERHAM, KENT TN16 3BB

020 8693 1526
020 7703 3212
020 8693 4160
020 7639 0252
020 8300 2002
(01689) 822291
(01959) 573130

households this represents an average annual cost of about £62. The Dulwich Estate
had originally proposed that, for simplicity, this is how it should be charged but we
submitted to the independent surveyor appointed under the Revised Scheme that an
apportionment based on Council Tax bands would be more equitable, and this is the
basis now agreed.
There were a few complications in calculating the proportion of charge to be
attributed to commercial properties (almost all owned by the Estate) but these were
overcome and Council tax banding now appears to be a fair and workable system for
future years. It is a minor irritant that residents had to bear the cost of setting up this
system of apportionment, which in 1999 added about £12,000 to the total bill. Now
that it has been established we hope that the annual cost of administering it will be
reduced. (It is £7,000 this year).
At least we were spared being called on to bear any of the legal and other costs of
application to the Leasehold Valuation Tribunal to revise the scheme, which have to
date reached the astounding total of £312,229.
The charge to residents is calculated as follows:

In detail
Year Ended 31 March

1998

1999

2000

£125,678

142,566

144,412

118,392

126,532

149,363

399

12,257

7,000

57 p.c.

69.2 p.c.

69.2 p.c

208,404

197,058

210,386

Books for all the family
Total amenity expenditure
Basic expenditure before
income
Total apportionment
expenditure

1d Calton Avenue
Dulwich Village
London SE2 l 7DE
Telephone: 020 8693 2808
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Proportion of amenity
expenditure borne by
residents
Total charge to
residents
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Amenity expenditure in 2000 has been held within budget and has increased by 1.3
per cent over 1999. The major components are:

Dulwich Woods

14,531

17,014

14,534

Contract for other
gardening

40,301

45,161

43,557

Repairs to paths and
roads

16,908

29,911

7,562

9,301

7,765

30,118

General repairs

Fitness Syndic
Personal Training Services
Weight Loss
Toning
Gain Body Mass
Difficulty in committing to a training regime
Injured and Recovering
Feel uncomfortable in a gym environment
Need to vary your current workouts
Invested in leisure club membership, and wish tom aximi se
your investment
Work schedule doesn't allow you to visit a gym
Specific fitness goals
·whatever your needs for a highly professional & friendly service

Basic expenditure has increased more rapidly over the past three years, by 18 per cent
this year following a 7 per cent rise in 1999. The total charge to be divided among
enfranchised freeholders is reduced by Scheme income (derived from fees and
licences) which produce about £40,000 a year. Staff and premises costs have actually
declined although other office costs have risen (postage, printing and telephone costs
are appreciable items.)
There has been an increase in professional fees, especially those of Estate
architects (£23,228 in 1998 rising to £36,174 in 2000). These reflect and are included
in the fees charged to planning applicants.
Tree consultants' fees (£12,160 in 1998 rising to £15,980 in 2000) are not charged
to applicants, because it is judged, in our view entirely properly, that the preservation
of trees on individual freeholders' properties is in all our interests. (There has also
been an increase in amenity expenditure on Dulwich Wood, and on repairs and
maintenance, all of which is generally welcome).

Arbitration costs
There was a provision of £15,000 in the 2000 budget for professional fees related to
arbitration of disputes under the Scheme. The award of costs at arbitration can be
fairly capricious, and if they fall on the Dulwich Estate they are in principle
recoverable as "basic expenditure" under the Scheme.

Bill Higman
Vice-Chairman
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Contact: Kenny 0966 376 978
Email: Kenny.Asare@excite.com

SIMMO

s

AI SFORD

7/10 Chandos Street, London W1M 9DE
Tel No: 020 7447 9000 Fax: 020 7447 9001

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
BUSINESS ADVISERS
We also provide a full range of taxation services
and specialise in strategic business development
Local Partner, Anup Dalal

Tel No: 020 8 299 4330
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OVERLOOKING THE COLLEGE

The Woodyard Inquiry
Wates Homes have decided to appeal against Southwark Council's refusal of their
application to redevelop the Woodyard site. The inquiry will be held on September 12
and the Society will be objecting strongly to the application.
The proposal to build houses on the site behind Barclays Bank, Dulwich Village, and
adjoining Dulwich Park was held to be unacceptable on grounds of both density and design.
This site is probably the last major site in the village and deserves something special,
not just another speculative housing estate of pseudo Georgian boxes. ,

Pond Cottages
The Dulwich Estate have finally come round to dealing with the remaining
vacant houses in Pond Cottages. Three houses were sold earlier this year and
planning applications are now with Southwark Council to deal with Numbers
1, 2 and 3 together and Number 8.
The Society welcomes these proposals for this historic area which are long overdue.

All those who crowded St Barnabas Centre last November to hear Patrick Darby,
chairman of our Local History Group, lecture on the famous houses which flank
Dulwich Common opposite the College, will be delighted to know that he has now
written The Houses In Between a book on the history of those houses and their
occupants.
This takes the story impressively from 1323 (the date of the first recorded title
deed) to the present day.
The 296-page volume is in A5 size, including 24 pages of photographs and plans
(most of them in full colour) and a full index. The volume, published under the
auspices of the Dulwich Society, is now available at £14 plus £1.20 postage and
packing from the author, Patrick A. Darby, 10 Raleigh Court, Lymer Avenue,
Dulwich, London, S.E.19 lLS. Please enclose cheques payable to P .A. Darby.

BENEATH OUR FEET
Enforcement Action
There have been recent reports of several unauthorised amendments to buildings or
extensions while they are under construction or, in one case, a new house which has
allegedly been built too far forward on the approved site.
Regrettably, this type of situation is difficult to control and the changes are only
spotted when neighbours complain or the Dulwich Estate Architect makes a visit.
The Society's view is that the Dulwich Estate should monitor the compliance of all
developments with what has been approved and is pleased to note that there appears to
be a more positive attitude on taking action where breaches of licence occur.

Council-returned Houses For Sale
Following the rnmoured successful sale of some or most of the last tranche of Council owned
houses that have reverted to the Estate, further applications have been made to convert a further
23 properties back to single family homes. Presumably there will be a further sale next year.

Southwark, of which Dulwich is a part, is London's most historic borough. Its
archives, kept by the busy Southwark local studies library, are fittingly unique and
well preserved.
Stephen Humphrey, the head of the department, with his colleagues, have
produced a fascinating 44 page illustrated A4 sized book Southwark In Archives.
Here, readers can imagine how and why Charles Dickens, once a local resident, based
his popular novels, particularly Pickwick Papers, Oliver Twist and Little Dorritt on
life under the vestry (local government), the workhouse and the debtors' prison
amidst which he lived.
Original deeds, indentures and other records are faithfully included. Copies are
available for £4.95 plus £1 postage and packing from Southwark Local Studies
Library, 211 Borough High Street, Southwark, S.E. l.

DISCOVERING SCULPTURE IN SOUTH LONDON
The Old Garage
The Dulwich Estate are also proposing to develop the former S.G. Smith garage at the
junction of Alleyn Park/Park Hall Road and Acacia Grove.
This was last used as the temporary administrative offices of the Dulwich Picture
Gallery during its refurbishment. There will be a large house on the front and three
smaller terraced properties in the old yard behind.

Ian Mc!nnes
Chairman, Planning and Architecture Group.
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We may notice when a new piece of sculpture appears in a familiar location. But do
we tend to take for granted what is already there and regard it rather as so much street
furniture? Come and discover the wealth and variety of public sculpture available to
the casual onlooker without crossing the river.
Hilary Rosser, a member of the Local History Group of the Dulwich Society, is to
give a Dulwich Society lecture on this subject on Thursday, November 16, at St
Faith's Church Centre, Red Post Hill, S.E.24, at 8 p.m. Admission free. All welcome.
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ON A LOG, EXPIRING FROG

DISPENSING OPTICIANS
IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION

BENETTON FLEXON GUESS? LAFONT
KOOKAI FRENCH CONNECTION

MODO CALVIN KLEIN HUGO BOSS
OAKLEY DOLCE & GABBANA PAUL SMITH

& MANY OTHER QUALITY FRAMES

SPORTS EYEWEAR
CHILDREN'S FRAMES CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING

29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE211BN TEL: 020 8299 0230
Also llt 41 Nmv C!lvendish Street London W1M 7RJ Tai: 020 7935 2124

CALLOW MAsTER LOCKSMITHS

Professional key-cutting service
All types of locks supplied and fitted

TEL/FAX 020 8299 4737
9Ba Lordship Ian•, London SE22 8HF

MAGG J E 1 S
'The Ultimate in home cleaning'

Tel: 020 - 8777 - 9713
Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your
requirements.
MA GGJE'S professionally trained team of ladies are here to dust your blues away.
We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 07860 - 367 - 857
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Many thanks to the 38 pond owners who sent in completed questionnaires. It is clear
from the responses that small ponds are valuable habitats for wildlife in our area.
Thirty-one of the ponds reported were in the three metres wide category, six were
from three to ten metres wide and one was more than ten metres wide. Yet the wildlife
using the ponds were very numerous.
Frogs were present in all but six of the ponds surveyed. One respondent
complained of overcrowding of frogs in his pond during the mating season. He
wondered if there were enough ponds available in the area to accommodate them.
This should be an encouragement to wildlife enthusiasts to dig ponds in their
gardens.
Another point that was raised was colour variation in frogs. This is considerable
in our native common frog. Trevor Beebe, in his book Frogs And Toads, says they can
be brown or grey with darker blobs; yellowish or orange with red blotches, especially
round the mouth are not uncommon. All frogs have distinctive brown patches behind
the eye. Albino frogs look creamy yellow. Males turn bluey green at the mating
season.
Eight people reported toads in their ponds which is exciting. Another respondent
had toads in her pond until three years ago but now they have all vanished. Newts
have appeared in fourteen ponds.
Herons have visited ten ponds. They do not seem to have been entirely welcome,
as in two ponds they have eaten the resident fish. Is this the same hungry heron?
Watch your fish!
Ducks and mallards were visitors to eight of our ponds. But the most frequent
guests were pondskaters or surface insects, seen by 29 people, and dragonflies by 28.
The Southern Hawker was specifically mentioned.
I shall be taking advice on further analysis of the results. Apologies for the
misprint "Full shade" for pond location in the questionnaire. However, seven people
correctly interpreted this as "Full sun."
Meanwhile, if there is anybody who is well informed on amphibians, do get in
touch as we need help on the Wildlife Committee.

Judy Marshall
Chai,;
Wildlife Committee
Charles Dickens' lovers will recognise the headline from Pickwick Papers before the
author retired Pickwick to Dulwich, to ponds and frogs, of course.
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DULWICH-BY-THE-SEA?
Well, now quite! Herring gulls have long been occasional visitors and in July, a
resident awake at 05.45 BST and before the commuters' crescendo shattered an
illusion might sense the haunting call from cliff top or harbour. At this time of day
the Jess savoury habits of this bird would be unlikely to cross the mind of any
Dulwich resident.
The following observation rewarded the observer, not recalled by one for the past
twenty years unfamiliar with bird publications: green woodpecker taking its time
probing patch on lawn where ants nest, cock blackbird perched a few yards astern
watching intently and once the former left flew down to the same patch.
Here it combined an apparent ant hunt with preening thus suggesting a so far
unrecorded development of anting by birds. Furthermore, the scene demonstrated that
the opportunity for discovery is open to all. Your observations, please.
For the past 15 years the song of the chaffinch, commonest bird in the nation,
had not been heard in one area of Dulwich until June 6. Infrequent performances
have followed together with sightings of fully fledged young. Constant repetition of
the song may not meet with the approval of all but on balance the outlook is
encouraging.
Decline persists in reports of house marten and swift, the sole colony of the former
being a small one in Burbage and the latter confined to two breeding pairs in houses
north of Half Moon. In early July, 100 plus circled high over Burbage/Turney,
probably non-breeding and making an early start on Autumn migration. In early June,
a resident pair of little owls used the same tree used by one in January. Hopefully, the
pair will meet with more success than was the case met two years ago by a similarly
located pair.
A few house sparrows can still be found nesting usually in single pairs widely
scattered. The decline in numbers throughout much of these islands is well
documented. Less well known is a similar decline in Dulwich of crane flies.
Regardless of the size of the species, daddy longlegs this year and last have been thin
on the ground, with a similar story relating to some wasps and flies. The decline in
stag beetle may have been arrested since positive and negative records balance an
increased longevity ... and at the end of July the presence of live beetles on the ground
in place of, in earlier years, the elytra of the dead suggests increased longevity as the
millennium really approaches.
September and bird migration will be in full swing. Birds are already moving
through all the time with half an hour either side of sunrise and sunset often the more
fruitful periods.
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Binoculars close by the windows overlooking the gardens (both back and front,
please) and be armed with them ready to spend ten minutes of the trip to the
allotments 'twitching' prior to digging and delving. Suitable weather, south-westerly
winds for example, will swell the number of birds. From wintering thrushes and
warblers and goldcrests, the smaller species are sure to be represented whilst waders,
terns and other sea birds may be noted occasionally.
Straying from fauna, autumn damp may be rewarded when forging armed with
a fungus guide. Agaricus sylvaticus (no English name) and parasol mushrooms are
fit to eat. When surplus to requirements fresh specimens of the latter may be left
on the porch of 24 Dulwich Village where they will be assured of a hearty
welcome.

Don Freshwater
Recorder

GET A GREAT NEW

GRAPHIC DESIGN
LOGOS •STATIONERY
CORPORATE IDENTITY

NE~-~.ierre~$frvtKN us

L~1~FLEts~i1~vffAt19 Ns

i\fiE ss, TevDEs1 GN;ie Tc
ti ••••

,f~. ••• •·•• ....·•.

;;~ONTAiQJ·~PAN. OJ'J·····
TEL:;>Q20 .8670}98'2
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EMAIL: john@john-ken.dircon.co.uk
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HIGH LAND CLEARANCES

ANOTHER PALACE ARGUMENT

As no doubt most members of the Dulwich Society will know, the Dulwich Estate
have cleared an area in the Dulwich Woods as part of the strategy to regenerate
the oaks. As an experiment two years ago we found an area in the woods where
there were a great many Ii ttle oak seedlings and we cleared a patch of them of
brambles.
Interestingly, when we returned last year, the area we had cleared was full of
flourishing seedlings while there were none alive under the surrounding brambles.
We then transplanted forty or so to the cleared area but we did nothing to
protect them against weeds. Now the area is shoulder high in nettles, brambles,
willow herb, etc., but there is no sign of any little oaks. It therefore seems to us
that nature is going to have to be helped if new trees are to be given a chance to
regenerate.
We were delighted to see Long Meadow by Gipsy Hill roundabout yellow with
buttercups this summer as a result of asking Southwark Council gardeners to stop
mowing regularly and we are planning to plant some little roots, known as plugs, of
other wild flowers this autumn, hoping to introduce some new varieties.
Readers should come to listen to Ted Green, member of the Veteran Trees
Forum, a consultant to Windsor Great Park and an authority on the ecological value
of deadwood as well as veteran trees. His talk, organised by the Dulwich Society
Trees Group, will take place at St Barnabas Church Centre on Thursday, November
9, at 8 p.m. All are welcome.
We are thinking of producing a plan of interesting trees throughout Dulwich. If
anyone has an interesting or rare tree in their garden and visible from the road,
please let me know.
The Nature Trail of Dulwich Park, the subject of literature distributed with the
last Newsletter, was originally the idea of the Dulwich Picture Gallery education
department because so many primary school children go into the Park after visiting
the Gallery. It was thus intended mainly for children and families.
Dulwich Park Friends are going ahead with the plans for a winter garden in the
Park and are very grateful for the donations which they have received from
members towards the project. If anyone else would like to contribute please get in
touch with me.

The following extract from a letter from John Payne, who is a member of this Society,
conveys information about his proposals but its inclusion in the Newsletter does not
mean that these proposals have obtained the Dulwich Society's support. In the
Society's view, any realistic proposal for an alternative to Bromley Council's plans,
however welcome, must depend first on the collapse of its present development
intentions and secondly on much wider public consultation. - Edi tot:

Stella Benwell
Chai,;
Trees Group.
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Having been Press and Publicity Officer for the Crystal Palace campaign whose
remit is to prevent the unpopular site development, I was concerned to find a positive
way forward. To this effect I formed a consortium of experts in planning, architecture,
landscaping, project management, traffic studies and financial strategies. Together we
have produced a scheme based in and around the neglected but recently listed
National Sports Centre.
Bromley Council's plans to modernise and refurbish this have now been
compromised by their failure to attract Sports Lottery funding.
By placing the scheme (based in and around the neglected Centre) underground
and using the natural rise of the Park along the line of Paxton's central axis, it would
have minimal visual impact, be environmentally and ecologically friendly,
sustainable and timeless. Above ground, the central walkway could be enhanced
with new landscaping, trees, sculptures and water features. Much of the existing car
parking areas would be returned to parkland, re-establishing the Park's unique
'open' atmosphere, removing the fragmentation that currently exists. Those areas of
the Park that presently remain free from development would be preserved and
improved.
Not only will green space remain but it will be extended. New funding initiatives
are available for the restoration of the terraces and other areas of the Park. The treelined ridge, presently earmarked for the multiplex development would be
reincorporated into the Park.
Paxton's magnificent listed subway under Crystal Palace Parade from which the
public is presently excluded, together with other sensitive and appropriate restoration,
could form part of new gateway leading from the top of a rejuvenated Park. This
would offer a solution by providing an integrated approach for the Park and the area,
encouraging as it would significant job creation, investment and enlightened urban
renaissance.
Profits generated from the commercial elements of the scheme will be used to
offset the costs of running, maintaining, and improving the Park. The Consortium has
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met with the Greater London Authority, London borough of Bromley and the
developer and would now like to present its ideas to the community and the wider
public to allow full and substantive public consultation. However, until the top site
issues are resolved this idea must remain both speculative and conceptual at this
stage.

John Payne
Crystal Palace Park Consortium
10 Jasper Road, London, S.E.19 JSJ

K . A. Jeffries & Company
Chartered Accountants
18 Melbourne Grove
East Dulwich, SE22 8RA

Tel: (020) 8693 4145

Fax: (020) 8299 0326

Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966
Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses

POOH COMES TO DULWICH
When we were six years old, seven and very young we learned poetry and all about
Winnie-the Pooh and Piglet, and Eeyore and Tigger. And lines from the author, A.
A. Milne, like, "They're changing the guard at Buckingham Palace/Christopher
Robin went down with Alice ... "
But the man who drew Pooh, other characters and scenes from the poems was
equally famous, recognised and well loved. Ernest Shepard, better known as E. H.
Shepard (1879-1976) started drawing and painting as a child and his first
experience in art was copying Old Masters at Dulwich Picture Gallery, like Philip
JV of Spain (from the studio of Velasquez).
In 1972, four years before his death, he presented the University of Surrey with
the contents of his study and studio. From this rich and often unseen collection of
170 pictures drawn between the age of seven and the last at 90, has been culled an
exhibition of his work.
From December 5, 2000, until January 14, 2001, it can be seen at the Gallery,
admission £4, senior citizens £3, students, children, disabled and unemployed
free. Please note the Gallery is now open Tuesday - Friday, 10-5, Saturdays,
Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 11 - 5. The Gallery is free for everyone on
Fridays.

General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT
Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice
and registered Auditors

Have been Honorary Auditors of the Dulwich Society from
its inception in 1967

Poole J\liordant
Chaiiered Accountants and Business Advisers

Small enough to care, big enough to deliver
Mmtyn Poole (Dulwich) 020 8693 733.'i
David Carey (Mottingham) 020 8851 2200
Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 020 7232 0707

36 St Olav's Court, Rotherhithe, London SEl 6 2XB
ln association with Poole & Carey, Chaitered Accountants and Registered Auditors
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FAT, FAYRE - AND NOISY
Southwark Council's Dulwich Country Fayre was held in Dulwich Park on June 24
and 25 this year seemed to go well. Good weather helped to reduce wear and tear
on the grass and paths, although as in previous years the park's capacity was
stretched to the limit by the use of what appeared to be every available square foot.
Many people passed through the turnstiles, especially on the Sunday.
The organisers had originally intended not to include a concert in the
programme this year although an opinion sample taken last year indicated that
more people enjoyed this than any other item and this Society, among others, had
encouraged its retention. The concert area seemed almost empty for the free
performance on the Saturday afternoon but the main event on Sunday evening
looked to be a sell-out, with many people armed with picnics and rugs.
In classical pop, there is no easy escape from the 1812 Overture, with loud
bangs on this occasion unfortunately near the stables which evidently frightened
the horses as well as pets of nearby householders. The fireworks attendant on this
musical and military triumph are always musingly popular but the Council may
eventually believe that we are mature enough to enjoy a spectacle without it
needing to sound too much like a battlefield. If they cannot be so persuaded we
will press next year for the fireworks to be at least located further from the stables
and houses.
We were not spared a polite version of the American Civil War in the afternoon,
admittedly without most of the blood, and we hope that municipal good taste will
avoid progression in future years to re-enactments of the Boer War or the Somme.
The well-presented craft and produce stalls under their neat canopies created
more of a village fete, which is what we think this ought to be. The Horniman
Museum seems to manage these things very well, with style, without an entrance
fee, and without damage to the beautiful gardens. It also makes a financial surplus.
Perhaps Southwark should look a little more closely at how this is achieved.
We shall be very interested to know the financial outcome of this year's Dulwich
Park fete, because if this one failed to make a profit we think Southwark should
abandon its promotion of expensive events on this scale. We encountered some
criticism from Southwark when last year we suggested that the "budget" for the
fair should be added to the financial deficit sustained, to arrive at the net cost to
the Council (i.e. us) of this extravaganza. The total outlay in 1999 was nearly
£208,000, of which only £98,000 was recovered from admission charges and
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franchise concessions. If our arithmetic was faulty in using figures which the
Council itself gave us, we shall be happy to make any amends and comparisons
with those of the year 2000.
Apart from that, yes of course we are delighted that so many people enjoyed
themselves so much at the fair. We should be even more pleased to feel confident
that the Council has its policy and spending priorities right in managing our large
and magnificent park throughout the rest of the year.

Bill Higman,
Vice-Chairman

UGH! JAPANESE KNOTWEED AGAIN
You dwa,fe, you minimus, of hind'ring knot-grass made.

That was William Shakespeare's idea of an insult but it was known before his time. And
the internationally known knotweed has become one of the curses of Dul wich Park. The
plant a variety of Polygon um aviculare is a common weed usually flourishing in waste
ground with intricately branched creeping stems.
It has many international varieties and this evergreen shrub and climber of great
vigour is unrivalled for quickly covering fences, sheds and even old trees. The flowers
are produced in such profusion as to entirely envelop the plant and are a striking feature
during summer and autumn.
Recent complaints from neighbours of the park about the weed which grows under,
through and over the Park fences enveloping private and public verges and gardens
outside have had some reassurance from Southwark Council.
One officer has identified several areas of Japanese knotwood within the Park
boundaries and has arranged for the contractor to remove them. Although the officer
concedes that while initially they will be removed by hand they may have to consider
treating them in order to prevent further growth reappearing.
Particularly worrying is that there is some knotweed in the enclosed area behind the
rivulet but because this is classified as a conservation area it does not receive regular
maintenance. This has been drawn to the attention of the Park Rangers and it is hoped
that a group of supervised volunteers will be undertaking the work.
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WHO DELIVERS THEM?
CAN YOU HELP?
The Society needs help in delivering the Newsletter
in the following roads:
Tollgate Drive
Constable Walk
Breakespeare
Ferrings
Alleyn Park (part), Loggets and
Morkyns Walk (as one round)
Baird Gardens
Norwood side of Dulwich to include
Chancellor Grove, Chestnut, Dalmore,
Eastmearn, Hexham, Idminston and
Lancaster Ave.
We also have a reserve list if you could help
when a vacancy occurs
The Newsletter is delivered to you each quarter
by the Zone Distributor and a register is supplied
If you can help please ring
Margaret McConnell, 020 8693 4423
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