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"WHERE FJ°SH IS TAKEN SERIOUSLY" 

LICENSED FISH RESTAURANT 
Fish and Chips existed in the 18th century and was mentioned 
by Charles Dickens in "Oliver Twist" - hence the name 'Olley's' 

Sunday & Monday Evenings ..................... ~ ........................... Spm -11pm 
Tuesday -Thursday .............. .12 noon - 3pm & 5pm -10.30/llpm 
Friday & Saturday ................................................................... 12 noon - 11pm 

67 - 69 Norwood Road, Heme Hill, London SE24 9AA 
Tel: 020 8671 8259 Fax: 020 8671 5665 
E-mail: olleysfishexperience@lineone.net 

DISPENSING OPTICIANS 
IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION 

BENETTON FLEXON GUESS? LAFONT 
KOOKAI FRENCH CONNECTION 

MODO CAL VIN KLEIN HUGO BOSS 
OAKLEY DOLCE & GABBANA SMITH 
& MANY OTHER QUALITY FRAMES SPORTS EYEWEAR 

CHILDREN'S FRAMES CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING 

29 OULWICH VILLAGE SE21 7BN TEL: 020 8299 0230 
Also 11t 41 Now Cavendish Street London W1 M 7RJ Tel: 020 7935 2124 
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A NOTE FROM NICHOLAS REED 
THE NEW EDITOR OF THE DULWICH SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

Your Committee has done me the honour of offering me the post of Editor, for 
an initial trial issue, to start with. I do have Dulwich connections, having grown 
up at 2 Court Lane Gardens, and attended Dulwich College Prep School in the 
1950s and Alleyns School in the 1960s. I may be better known as the author of 
a book about Camille Pissarro and his South London paintings from 1870-71, 
which include three of Dulwich. My father, Ronnie Reed, was active in the 
Trees Sub-Committee, and an obituary of him appeared in your Newsletter of 
1995, while my mother, Mary Reed, died in January this year. But I now live 
just over the hill down in Anerley, and contributors are welcome to write to me 
c/o 63 Dulwich Village, which I often visit. 

Above: Mary and Ronnie Reed, 
with Nicholas in the middle, in 1993. 

THE NEWSLETTER 

The Dulwich Society Newsletter appears quarterly, in March, June, September 
and November. The deadline for each issue is the 1st of the previous month, so 
the deadline for the next issue is 1st May. Contributions of any sort are very 
welcome, for consideration by the Editor, either typewritten or on disc 
(Microsoft Word format). Articles with illustrations (or ideas for illustrations) 
are particularly welcome. Would potential contributors please give their 
telephone number as well as their address. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the 38th Annual General Meeting of the 
Dulwich Society will be held at 8 p.m. on Thursday, April 26, 2001, at 
St. Barnabas Church Centre, Calton A venue, Dulwich, SE21 7DG 

AGENDA 

1. Minutes of the 37th Annual General Meeting held on March 30th 
2000, to be approved. 

2. Chairman's Report. 

3. Secretary's Report. 

4. Treasurer's Report and presentation of accounts for 2000 

5. Appointment of Honorary Auditor. 

6. Reports from Sub-Committee Chairmen. 

7. Elections for 2001-2002 

President, Vice-Presidents, Officers, Executive Committee. 

8. Any other business. 

Note: Nominations for election as an Officer or Member of the 
. Executive Committee must be submitted in writing to the Secretary by 
two (2) members not later than fourteen (14) days before April 26 and 
must be endorsed by the candidate in writing (Rule 9). 

Patrick Spencer 
Hon Secretary 

7 Pond Cottages 
College Road 

London, SE21 7LE 



March 2001 

Family, Friends and Local People 

A small exhibition of portraits in different media -
drawing, etching, painting by Audrey Hammond - at 
Upper Norwood Joint Library from 3rd to 31st March 
2001. Library opening hours 10 a.m. - 7 p.111. Monday -
9 a.111. - 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday Friday - CLOSED 
WEDNESDAY - and 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday. Audrey 
Hammond will have a stand with cards & prints of this 
& previous exhibitions for sale each Saturday between 
10.30 a.m. & 4.30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 22: Dulwich Society Wildlife Committee: Talk on Wildlife 
in Dulwich Gardens by Helen Firminger from the 
London Wildlife Trust, Centre for Wildlife Gardening. 
St. Barnabas Centre, Calton Avenue, SE21, at 8 p.m. 

April 2001 

Sunday, April 1: Concert by Soloists of the Orchestra of St 
Bartholemew's. Programme will include Telemann, 
Saint-Saens and Ibert. Tickets from 020 7564 5756 or 
at the door. 7.45 p.m. at St. Bartholemew's Church, 
Westwood Hill, Sydenham. 

Thursday, April 5: Dulwich Society Garden Group lecture by local 
author Anthony Noel "Great Little Gardens". Admission 
free. 7.45 for 8.00 p.m. St. Faith's Centre, Red Post Hill. 

Thursday, April 12: EMBROIDERY FROM NATURE - Jane Hall: 
Inspiration drawn from nature. Jane's work has been 
featured in publications and on BBC Television. 
DDFAS, at JAGS at 8 p.m.* 

Good Friday April 13: Dulwich Choral Society will sing Bach's St Mathew 
Passion to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the 
composer's death. With the London Baroque Players 
(leader Rita Manning), John Bowley (Evangelist), 
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Christopher Keyte (Christus), Lesley-Jane Rogers 
(Soprano), Deborah Miles-Johnson (Alto ),Richard Apsley 
(Tenor), Michael Bundy (Bass), Bromley Boys Choir. 
Conductor Susan Farrow. Fairfield Halls, Park Lane, 
Croydon at 2.30 p.m. Multi-storey car park next door. 
Tickets £15 and £12 (children £10) from Box Office 
(Telephone 020 8688 9191) and from DCS (020 7274 
6388). Also available at Concert Hall on the day. 

Thursday April 26: The Annual General Meeting of the Dulwich Society. 
8 p.m. at St. Barnabas Church Centre, Calton Avenue, 
Dulwich SE2 l . 

May 2001 

Thursday, May 10: CLEOPATRA, THE LAST QUEEN OF EGYPT -
Nicole Douek: Diploma in Archaeology and BA Hons in 
Ancient History and Egyptology. DDFAS, at JAGS at 
8 p.m.* 

Friday 11 THE DUL WICH FESTIVAL 

to Saturday May 19: A rich variety of events, some quite prestigious, are 
scheduled for the week of the festival. The provisional 
programme includes Radio 4's Any Questions on Friday 
11th, concerts on almost every day, Party in the Park in 
Dulwich Park on Sunday 13th, with Festival Evensong 
that evening, and talks, walks, readings and special 
events every other day. The full programme will be 
distributed free around Dulwich in April, or can be 
obtained by ringing the Festival Office at 0208 299 1011. 

Saturday May 19: Trees Walk in Peckham Park led by Catherine Olver, 
Fellow of the Linnean Society. Meet at 2 p.m. at the 
entrance to the Park in Peckham Rye opposite the end of 
Uplands Road. 

Sunday May 20: 
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Florilegium, the famous chamber music ensemble, plays 
baroque music including Bach, Vivaldi and Couperin. 
At 7.45 p.m. at St. Bartholemew's Church, Sydenham. 
For tickets ring 0207 564 5756. 



June 2001 

Thursday June 7: Summer Evening Walk: "From the Old College to the 
New" led by Brian Green, arranged by the Local History 
Group of the Society. Meet 7.45pm at the War Memorial 
in front of Christ's Chapel, Dulwich Village. 

Sunday June 10: The Orchestra of St. Bartholemew's plays orchestral 
music by Mozart and Beethoven, including Beethoven's 
"Eroica." At 7 .45 p.m. at St. Bartholemew's Church, 
Sydenham. Tickets from 0207 564 5756, or at the door. 

Thursday, June 14: THE GRAND TOUR - Louise Leates: Freelance teacher 
Fine and Decorative Arts. Trained on Sotheby's Works of 
Art course. DDF AS at JAGS at 8 p.m. * 

Thursday, June 19: Dulwich Society Garden Group. Visit to four Hampshire 
Gardens open under the National Garden scheme. Full 
day outing. Price £20. Reservations via Ina Pulleine, 
8 Walkerscroft Mead, SE21 8LJ. 

*DDFAS, Dulwich Decorative And Fine Arts Society, monthly lectures usually 
illustrated with slides are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. 
at James Allen's Girls' School, (JAGS), East Dulwich Grove, S.E.21., unless 
otherwise stated. Coffee and biscuits 7.30 p.m., visitors £4.00, students 50p. 

ST MATTHEW PASSION BY J. S. BACH 

To mark the 250th anniversary of the death of Johann Sebastian Bach, the 
DUL WICH CHORAL SOCIETY will be singing his masterpiece the St 
Matthew Passion on 13th April 2001 in Fairfield Halls, Croydon at 2.30 p.m. 

Large forces are required for this wonderful and moving work with double 
chorus, double orchestra and seven soloists. Being performed on this occasion 
on GOOD FRIDAY it affords an opportunity for music lovers to marvel at this 
remarkable example of Bach's genius and for Christians to participate in the 
Good Friday story. 

See entry on pages 6 and 7 for further details. 
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• u,..,.,. Best Food Shop Award. 
As featured in 'The Essential Guide 
to London's Best Food Shops' 
2000-2001 

• Newly opened in Dulwich Village 
• French hand~made chocolates 
• Belgian gateaux & pati~rie 
• Speciality breads 
• Birthday. wedding & other 

cakes to order 
• Exquisite gifts from all parts 

of the world 
• Expert wine and catering 

consultancy 
• Open six days a week 8.30- 5.30 

la Calton Avenue, Dulw.ich Village, London SE21 7DE 
Td/Fax: 020 8488 1111 

DESIGN 

EMAIL: John@John-ken.dlrcon.co.uk 

All Building. Maintenance 
and Repairs 

• General Alterations 
• Bathrooms & Bedrooms 

• Electrical & Plumbing 
• Roofing & Electrical Works 

• Plastering & Decorating 

• All Insurance Work 

Call now for a 
free estimate 

020 7820 0935 
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AGA 
PLUMBING 
&HEATING 

• The complete plumbing & 
heating service 

• Boiler servicing 
• Drain clearance 
• Corgi registered 
• 7 day service 365 days a year 
• Free estimates & heating 

design service 
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted 
• 24-hour emergency service 

020 8299 3511 
13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22 

L 
& 

L 
94 PARK HALL ROAD, 

WEST DULWICH SE21 8BW 

ESTATE AGENTS 
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

Au,ocoffluidentiol 
letting AQ@OII 

020 8670 8000 
www.volkerandvolker.co.uk 

K.A. Jeffries & Company 
Chartered Accountants 

18 Melbourne Grove 
East Dulwich, SE22 SRA 

Tel: (020) 8693 4145 Fax: (020) 8299 0326 
Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966 

Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses 

General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT 

Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice 
and registered Auditors 

Have been Honorary Auditors of the Dutwich Society from 
its inception in 196 7 

LOOKING AFTER DULWICH PARK 

By William Higman 
Vice-Chairman, Dulwich Society 

Southwark Council, which is responsible for this major London park, is 
responding to a number of indications (from us and others) that the long decline 
in its appearance and the condition of its infrastructure should be halted. A 
Heritage Lottery Fund bid for the park's renovation has been drawn up and may 
be submitted in August this year. The Council also realizes that a proper 
management plan for the park must accompany any application for capital 
funds, and has engaged Land Use Consultants to prepare one. This is the firm 
which prepared plans for the park's renovation. The consultants have discussed 
their proposals with local interests, including the Dulwich Park Friends and the 
Dulwich Society, and are expected to produce their report next month. 

English Heritage 

The Park Friends and this Society both protested recently, unsuccessfully, 
against English Heritage's down-grading of Dulwich Park from Grade II* to 
Grade II. We were assured that this has nothing to do with its present 
condition, and represents only a reclassification of the park from one of 
"exceptional" to one of "special" historical interest. This will evidently have no 
bearing on its eligibility for Lottery Fund money. The practical consequences 
are that English Heritage will in future have no role in planning decisions 
relating to Dulwich Park (although the Garden History Society will), and that it 
will not be eligible for central government grants. 

Maintenance 

There have been recent improvements to the appearance of the park, 
including repair and protection of the main gates, removal of signage clutter 
and adoption of a simple common form for new notices, new tree planting and 
some path repairs. The children's playground has been extended (with our 
help), there are real rowing boats on the lake, leaves have been raked from 
some of the shrubberies, a flower bed has been cleared and planted with new 
roses, and the Dulwich Society has planted 30 new rhododendrons, paid for by 
Southwark Council. 
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Much more needs to be done, including emptying and cleaning the lake, 
improving the cafe and rebuilding the toilet facilities, improving drainage and 
renewing water pipes, repairing fences and edges, and reinforcing and 
resurfacing all the paths, but these requirements are constrained by the small 
amount of money which Southwark Council at present devotes to the park, and 
the manner in which it is spent. 

Finance and Management 

Major capital expenditure now depends on the outcome of the Lottery Fund 
application, for which Southwark has reserved £250,000. Figures which we 
published a year ago showed that, of about £276,000 total current expenditure, 
contract maintenance absorbed £125,000 and the park ranger service £95,000, 
leaving only £56,000 for other repairs and maintenance. 

The contractors perform a "short back and sides" species of trim according to 
set specifications, leaving limited scope for an exercise of discretion over other 
maintenance priorities. The park rangers have no authority over the 
contractors, or over public behaviour in the park. If it is necessary to confront 
the public they summon the police. There is no resident park manager, or park 
keepers, or dedicated gardening staff for Dulwich Park, unlike the Horniman 
Gardens with which a number of valuable comparisons can be made. 

We very much hope that the consultants will draw attention to these in their 
final report and make appropriate recommendations to Southwark Council. 
We believe that it is also very important to regain use of the two park lodges 
for their intended purpose, to help protect the park and reduce expensive 
vandalism. The current local authorityjargon phrase for cost-effectiveness is 
"best value". Southwark should realize increasingly that an effective structure 
of management control could produce as much financial saving as just 
employing the best contractor for the job. 

Cars and parking 

There have been some excellent recent proposals, by Robert Johnson for the 
Dulwich Park Friends and with our full support, to limit the use and parking of 
cars in Dulwich Park. These are, briefly, that cars should enter and leave only 
by the College Road gate and should all park either in that area or in the 
present maintenance yard, which would be converted into an extended car park. 
Motorized access to the rest of the park would be made only for maintenance 
and, probably by special arrangement, invalid vehicles. 
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A Dulwich Park Trust 
Following Arnold Scott's proposal, made in this newsletter, that we should 
enlist the help of the Corporation of London in providing more funding and 
management experience to Dulwich Park, we have discussed with interested 
pmiies the possibility of establishing a separate Trust for the park, a solution 
for which there are now precedents within Southwark Council. Further 
consideration awaits the consultants' report on the park's management. 

The Dulwich Park "Fayre" 

There was a public "consultation" meeting at the Crown and Greyhound on 5 
February, about the outcome of last year's event and intentions for this 
summer. It was attended by only eight people, including two local councillors, 
three residents of Court Lane, the Chairman of the Park Friends and this 
member of the Dulwich Society. This small response, from over 1,000 who 
were invited, did not matter too much because most of the decisions about this 
year's "Fayre" have already been made and cannot be changed. Despite having 
to admitthis Kevin Brown, Southwark Council's events manager, soldiered on 
bravely with a well-arranged presentation. 

The summer 2000 event 

About 39,000 people came to the park, mainly on Sunday. The event was judged a 
great success, primarily due to the evening concert (which Southwark events 
department had originally intended to drop, until we persuaded them to retain it). 
Public response was otherwise judged from 161 letters of approval, mainly over 
the concert and the produce and craft stalls, and 34 letters of complaint, mainly 
over the admission charge. Food and bar facilities were not popular. 

Proposals for summer 2001 

We are concerned that this will be bigger, louder, and heavier. It will now be 
called the Dulwich Show (perhaps because of sensitivity to our practice of 
writing "Fayre" in quotation marks). There will be three evening concerts, 
spaced over a week, all with fireworks. There will be no battle re-enactments, 
but the Steam Fair will return. It was not especially popular or profitable last 
year, and two people at the meeting recommended that it be dropped, but it has 
already been contracted for. Saturday admission to the park will be free 
throughout the day, but Sunday will be more restrictive and more expensive for 
some because there will be no family tickets. 
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Financial performance of the Fair 

The event has continued to run at a considerable loss, borne by Southwark 
Council. A further, but reduced, loss is expected this summer. If it continues it 
is hoped to break even in 2002. Southwark Council will make a "best value" 
(whatever that means) appraisal in the next few weeks. 

The record over the past three years, and the budget for this summer, is as 
follows: 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

Total cost 

£173,874 

£207,916 

£251,819 

£290,000 

Total revenue 

£42,345 

£ 90,345 

£144,843 

£255,000 

Deficit 

£131,529 

£117,571 

£106,976 

£ 35,000 

Over three years revenue from admission charges, to the fair and concert, has 
covered an increasing proportion of total cost, but in 2000 still amounted to 
only 58% of Southwark Council's outlay. Its financial exposure on the event is 
expected to increase in 2001, while the revenue proportion is also expected to 
increase to 88%, which is ambitious. The total cost to the Council (i.e. council 
tax payers) over the past three years has been £356,076. This compares with a 
budget of £276,100, which we obtained last year, for maintaining Dulwich Park 
for a whole year, and allows us to draw our own conclusions about "best 
value". The events manager was not able to give us any figure from the Fair 
budget for re-instatement of the park. 

The Dulwich Society is preparing to send out a questionnaire to members, after 
the Dulwich Show, asking for their opinions of the Show. 

~) M I ~ 

'

~, The Ultimate in home cl<:aning' 
t..., Tel: 020 • 8777 • 9713 

t.t.. W.t Reg~lar monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your 
- requuements. 

MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of ladies are here to dust your blues away. 
We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 07860 - 367 · 857 
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DUL WICH HOSPITAL 

The future of Dulwich Hospital has been an issue locally for many years. With 
the planned transfer of existing acute clinical services to the redeveloped King's 
College Hospital site at Denmark Hill due in 2004, there has been uncertainty, 
not to mention frustration, over clarifying what would happen to Dulwich 
Hospital. 

However, detailed planning for the development of a new community hospital 
has now started, boosted by the publication of the Government's NHS Plan and 
the potential of some new resources. The Government, the local authority and 
local NHS organisations are keen to see the development of 'intermediate care' 
services for local people that bridge the gap between King's and local 
community and primary care services. Meeting the needs of local older people. 
who need time for rehabilitation and respite care in a therapeutic and non­
institutional setting outside King's, will be a particular aim. Views are also 
being sought about proposals to move some local GP surgeries onto the site and 
it is likely that some outpatient services will continue to be provided. 

There is also strong support for trying to break down the traditional perception 
of hospitals as places that just deal with sickness and thinking much more 
creatively about how to promote health and healthy living. Making the hospital 
a true community resource, accessible to a wider range of people - perhaps 
through the development of leisure, recreation and library services - is a model 
that the statutory agencies are keen to explore. 

However, there is much that hasn't been decided and the views of the local 
community, patients, carers and healthcare staff will be an important influence 
in decisions as to what and how services are developed. Professor Sir Cyril 
Chantler, the former Dean of Guy's, King's College and St Thomas' Hospitals' 
Medical and Dental Schools, has recently been appointed as independent Chair 
of the Dulwich Community Hospital Strategic Development Group, the body 
overseeing the development of proposals for the service model. This Group, 
will aim to co-ordinate the views of the local community and local NHS 
organisations in the recommendations it makes to the Health Authority Board. 

A first public meeting was held on 8 December 2000 at the Goose Green 
Centre, attended by Tessa Jowell, the local constituency MP and members 
of a number of community organisations, including the Dulwich Society. This 
was the first of a number of events that will take place over the next 18 months. 
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No decisions have been taken about the future of the existing buildings. It is 
important to first make sure that right kinds of services are going to be 
developed before planning v,rhat it will look like. Although the exterior of the 
hospital, especially the 'onion' turrets and frontage are popular with many local 
people, the structure, internal layout and fabric are not appropriate for meeting 
modem healthcare needs - especially those of frail older people. Work will be 
undertaken to evaluate the options available - looking at utilising various parts 
of the site, reviewing the potential for refurbishment and working closely with 
town planners in the local authority. However, it is likely that at least some new 
buildings will be needed and the receipts from the sale of a portion of the site 
required to fund the development. Determining the scale of these developments 
will be part of the work of the Strategic Development Group. 

If you are interested in being directly involved or want to receive the new 
Dulwich Community Hospital Update Newsletter, please contact Natasha 
Morabito or Chris Baker at South Southwark Primary Care Group on 020-
7346-6444 or e-mail Chris at chris.baker@south.southwark.nhs.uk. 
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Chris Baker 
Dulwich Hospital Project Officer 

Fitness Syndicate 
Personal Training Services 

Weight Loss 
Toning 

Gain Body Mass 
Difficulty in committing to a training regime 

Injured and Recovering 
Feel uncomfortable in a gym environment 

Need to vary your current workouts 
Invested in leisure club membership and 

wish to maximise your investment 
Work schedule does not allow you to visit a gym 

Specific fitness goals 
Whatever your needs for a highly professional & friendly service 
Contact: Kenny 0966 376 978 Email: Kenny.Asare@excite.com 

LIQUOR LICENCES 
AT THE CRYSTAL PALACE DEVELOPMENT 

by Adrian Hill 
Chairman, Dulwich Society 

After I had agreed to give evidence to the Comi on behalf of the Campaign, the 
Executive Committee decided that we should send a Questionnaire out to all 
members to ascertain the level of support there was for the Committee's 
opposition to the developer's application. 

Just over 1000 copies went out and the final result (a few of the answers 
coming in after the hearing) was that 580 responses suppmied the Committee's 
opposition; 9 opposed us and 17 responses had to be discounted as they did not 
state whether they supported us or not. I suspect the vast majority of the 
uncompleted forms supported us, but it is not safe to assume this. 

In all, an excellent level of response from the membership, I think, and one that 
shows the degree of local hostility to the project in general (though the 
Questionnaire made clear it was confined to the issue of the licences). 

In the event it was fortunate that we did send out the Questionnaire as the first 
question put to me by the Counsel for the developer in cross-examination was 
what evidence was there that my opposition to the application was 
representative of the views of the membership. He also tried to rubbish the 
Questionnaire by saying it allowed for only one point of view, though I was 
able to respond that the form did in fact state that the developers would no 
doubt deny that their project would not cause the things the Society feared, and 
that this would be a matter for the Magistrates to decide. 
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CALLOW MAsT!R LOCKSMITHS 

Professional key-cutting service 
All types of locks supplied and fitted 

TEL/FAX 020 8299 4737 
98a Lordship l•n•. London S1!2l &HF 



Bromley's version of the front view 
of the proposed Cinema complex at Crystal Palace 

THE CASE OF THE PEOPLE AND THE PARK 

By Fred Emery 

Local protests and a clash of legal titans threaten development plans for the 
Crystal Palace site. 

Bromley magistrates' court in south London, is not the likeliest setting for a 
clash of legal titans. But invoked (and belittled) there for three days recently 
were the European Commission, the Human Rights Act, and an intervention by 
the capital's mayor, Ken Livingstone, in support of impassioned pleas from 
local residents. 

The cause? Outrage over a huge 20-screen multiplex-leisure development 
proposed for the top of the park ridge of the long-gone Crystal Palace. 

Offshore developer London & Regional Properties (L&RP), given planning 
consent by Bromley council, added fuel to the flames by applying for 14 liquor 
licences needed for the project's viability - they would be sold on to non­
cinema tenants, mostly for "m.v.v.d" - mass volume vertical drinking - as the 
specialists call it. 
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Months earlier, Geoffrey Springer, a director of L&RP, had squared the police 
by promising CCTV throughout the multiplex plus 12 security guards. 

Dealing with the popular protest was a different matter. Bromley police 
deployed hundreds of barriers and vans full of officers outside the court -
Springer had two security guards for personal protection. But the battle took 
place inside, as the magistrates leaned over backwards to ensure that every last 
objector had a say. 

For the first time in the 3 Yi years of their frustrating campaign, the people 
fighting to save their park and residential amenity were granted a thorough 
hearing. The application was treated to the s01t of scrutiny, under oath, reserved 
for full public inquiries. 

Advised by their Justices' Clerk, the three women and two men on the bench 
decided to hear everything and everyone. Altogether 33 witnesses appeared in 
opposition to the proposal only one in support. 

There were bitter, recurring clashes. Mayor Livingstone makes no secret of his 
wish to halt the multiplex, although he has no retrospective power over 
planning permission granted before he assumed office. His decision to be 
represented by top barrister Gerald Gouriet was countered by Bromley Council 
taking on the services of Gregory Stone QC. 

In legal argument, which delayed the start, each challenged the other's standing, 
and failed. It was a rematch of the bitter 1980s conflict when Bromley 
council went to court to scupper Ken Livingstone's cheap fares policy when he 
was leader of the Greater London Council - which Mrs Thatcher promptly 
abolished during her time as Prime Minister, gifting Crystal Palace to Bromley 
in the process. 

By the time the public crammed in there were three more barristers, including 
the UK's leading licensing specialist Richard Beckett, QC, appearing for the 
Crystal Palace Campaign, and, for L&RP, Mr Andy Woods of Gosschalks, 
Hull, the top licence solicitors. It was as if Gray's Inn had come to Toytown. 

Springer made an unexpectedly nervous first witness. He testified that his 
company, while selling on the licences to takers yet unknown, would retain 
long-term control of the building management. Asked how many visitors might 
come by car, Mr Springer uttered his first "no idea". 
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This professed ignorance was a gift on cross-examination. Beckett contrasted it 
with the cinemas' capacity (4,800), the rooftop car park spaces (950), the 
projected 17,000 extra vehicle journeys each Saturday, and, not least, the 
doubling of this urban village's licensed floor space (up by nearly 87,000 sq ft, 
gross) to conjure up a picture of misery to residents from likely drunkenness 
and disorder. 

L&RP's lone supporting witness fared little better. William Bowen, a Ralphs & 
Janes chartered surveyor engaged four weeks earlier, had visited 30 other 
leisure sites, although none was comparable in scale to this. He admitted to 
Beckett that he had not conducted any survey of surrounding streets. He said 
such "stand-alone developments" attracted their own "customer base" and so 
had little significance for the surrounding area. 

The first objector - more than 600, including one government minister, had 
written in - reignited the Bromley v. Mayor feud. It was Valerie Shawcross, a 
Labour member of the Greater London Authority and head of London's Fire & 
Emergency Planning Authority. She was asked whether she appearing for the 
GLA but responded that the GLA had no collective view. As an elected 
member she was entitled to represent her constituents of Southwark and 
Lambeth, she said. She doubted whether the police could cope with the 
disorder feared, when they were 20 per cent below strength across London. 

And so the testimony ran, much of it articulate, some unpolished, all of it 
heartfelt: housewives, a headmistress, shopkeepers, a restaurant owner, a Home 
Office adviser, a retired ambassador, a social worker, several unemployed, two 
Conservative councillors, doctors, three amenity society chairmen. 

With one voice, they could not stomach the desecration of the park being 
compounded by the nightmare of out-of-control mass drinking. "Our lives are 
in your hands", one man told the magistrates. 

The magistrates even heard from Gouriet that the European Union was 
considering proceedings against Bromley for flouting the European directive 
requiring an Environmental Impact Assessment. 

As the bench retired, the chairman said: "We shall be some time". And indeed 
they were: it was more than three hours before they came back with a written 
judgment, which was read to the court. They had found no breach of the 
Human Rights Act; and they had considered the "serious concerns" over 
"antisocial behaviour and environmental issues". 
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Then came the magistrates' conditions and an embarrassment for L&RP and the 
police. Where the licensing sergeant had raised no objection to the original 
application, L&RP was nov,1 to be allowed just one pub and 10 restaurant 
licences (where drinks can be bought only with full waited-service meals), plus 
a small bar each for a health club and bowling alley. 

Further, no live music, no public entertainment licences and no "occasional 
licences" were to be granted. Finally, there would be no supply of alcohol for 
consumption off the premises. 

The magistrates observed that restaurant restrictions '\vill attract clientele with 
whom public nuisances are less likely ... thus addressing some of the fears". 

Decision day was the 64th anniversary of the burning down of the Crystal 
Palace. It is just possible that the magistrates have sent the developer's plans up 
in smoke. 

Fred Emery, formerly of The Times and BBC's Panorama Palace Campaign 
programme declares an interest as a supporter of the Crystal Palace 
Campaign. 

Note: This article first appeared in the Financial Times Weekend section of 
9/10 December 2000, and is reproduced with their kind permission. Ed. 
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Ile}rn' s 
Association 

SPORTS CLUB 
Alleyn's School · Dulw!ch . SEH 8S1J 

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in 
exclusive grounds with excellent 

modern sports facilities. 
The centre has a 25m. indoor 

heated swimming pool, sports hall, 
gym, two multi-purpose halls; 

tennis courts, cricket nets. 

Activities include: aerobics/step; 
badminton; scuba diving; table 

tennis; basketball; karate; 
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet & 

tap classes. 

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness 
sessions 

During the Easter, Summer & 
Winter holidays Sports Experience 
day camps & courses are available 
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and 
experience various multi-activities 

and sports. 

Surrey League Competitive 
Badminton is played at the club. 
Spaces are available for male and 

female players 

Massage + physiotherapy also 
available 

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club ~ 
Your know it's good for you! 

Alleyn's Sports Club.Townley Road, Dulwich 



7 /10 Chandos Street, London W1M 9DE 

Tel No: 020 7447 9000 Fax: 020 7447 9001 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 
BUSINESS ADVISERS 

We also provide a full range of taxation services 
and specialise in strategic business development 

Local Partner, Anup Dalal 

Tel No: 020 8 299 4330 

- 'm:be 4!1:rown & <!&repbounb 
fflE VILLAGER RESTAURANT 

AT DULWICH'S FINEST INN 
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Open daily for lunches 12 - 2.30pm 
Evenings Monday - Saturday 6 - 10pm 

Traditional Sunday roast served 
from 12 noon to 3pm 

~be ;(\ulwttb ~utte 
Now Licensed for 

Civil Marriage Ceremonies 

Premier venue for wedding receptions, 
banquets & buffets. Ideal for business 
semitlllf3, training and presentations 

73 DULWICH VILLAGE 
LONDON SE21 7BJ 

TEL: 020 8299 4976 
BASS LEISURE RETAIL 

THE DULWICH SOCIETY GARDEN GROUP 

The Garden Group has been in existence since 1979 and now has some 25 0 
members. This is about a quarter of the overall membership of the society. 

The Group's main activity is to arrange visits by our members to interesting 
local gardens and Claire Hamilton, who organises these visits, has already been 
busy for some time producing a suitable list for this summer. She is, of course, 
dependent on the owners of the gardens being willing to allow us "on site". The 
variety of gardens in Dulwich never ceases to amaze us - tiny patio enclosures, 
large formal areas, woodlands, Japanese garden - the list goes on, and on! 

Other activities include an annual Garden Group lecture, a visit to Wisley, and 
a coach outing to visit some special gardens outside London. These visits are 
open to all Dulwich Society members. This year's lecture will be on Thursday, 
5th April at St. Faith's Centre where Anthony Noel will be speaking on "Great 
Little Gardens" at 8 p.m. 

For the last few years we have had a competition at one of the garden visits. 
Last year the competition was for "the best white flower" and this was so 
popular that we have decided that this year we will be looking for "the best 
blue flower". 

If this brief description of our activities inspires you with the wish to join us, 
then simply pass your name and address to one of our committee or contact our 
Membership Secretary Eileen Thorn (020 8761 0057), and then start growing 
blue flowers! 

Willis Walker 

DULWICH SOCIETY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

Summer Evening Walk 

This annual event arranged by the Local History Group of the Society will take 
place on THURSDAY 7th JUNE meeting at 7.45 p.m. in front of Christ's 
Chapel, The Old College, Dulwich Village. It will be led by Brian Green. 
Hopefully, we will see the recently restored Chapel, and then move on up 
College Road to Dulwich College where we will hear particularly about the 
terra cotta decoration by J.M. Blashfield, and anticipate being able to see some 
of the principal rooms. 
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Books for all the family 

Id Calton Avenue 
Dulwich Village 

London SE2 l 7DE 

WE CAN SUPPLY 
GLORIOUS CROWN ROAST 

SADDLE. OF LAMB 
GUARDS OF HONOUR 

FRENCH TRIM CUTLETS 
STUFFED CUSHION OF LAMB 

FRE.SH VENISON 
PRIME. SCOTCH BE.E.F 
AND LOTS MORE 

Telephone: 020 8693 2808 020 8761 0018 

DULWICH 
CAMBERWELL 
FOREST HILL 
NEW CROSS 
SIDCUP 
PETISWOOD 
BIGGIN HILL 

W.UDEN & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
EST. 1881 

375 LORDSHIP LANE, DULWICH SE22 8JJ 
265 SOUTHAMPTON WAY,'CAMBERWELL SE5 7EN 
126 FOREST HILL ROAD, FOREST HILL SE22 ORS 
109 NEW CROSS ROAD, NEW CROSS SE14 5DJ 
64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT DA14 6DS 
19 CHATSWORTH PARADE, QUEENSWAY, BROMLEY BR5 1DF 
186 MAIN ROAD, BIGGIN HILL, WESTERHAM, KENT TN16 3BB 

020 8693 1526 
020 7703 3212 
020 8693 4160 
020 7639 0252 
020 8300 2002 
(01689) 822291 
(01959) 573130 

THE DULWICH GARDENS POND SURVEY Part 11 - 2001. 
By Judy Marshall 

As the spawning season is here again, we would like to ·repeat last year's 
survey. We are sending forms to all those who were so helpful in replying last 
year, and hope you will respond again. This way we can acquire some useful 
records both for the Society, and for other interested organisations. 

Also, please would anyone who has a new pond, or is new to the area contact 
us so they can join the survey. Ring Judy Marshall on 0207 326 1362, and I 
will send you a form. 

Helen Firminger at the London Wildlife Trust Centre for Wildlife Gardening, is 
holding a free evening workshop on Pondlife on Tuesday, March 27th, 7 - 8.30 
p.m. at the Centre. This will be an adults' introduction to amphibians - frogs, 
toads and newts. The phone number is 0207 252 9186. An ideal way to learn 
more about these fascinating creatures. 

A Note on Hedgehogs 

March will see the start of hedgehogs waking from hibernation. The warm 
weather in November and December may have caused later hibernation this 
season. However they will soon be around again. Please be careful with your 
strimmers, as these useful tools when misdirected in the garden undergrowth 
may injure unwary hedgehogs. Please, if possible do not block up small holes 
under your fences, for all you know these could be part of an important 
hedgehog route. Hedgehogs are the gardeners' friends, and we see all too few 
of them in Dulwich. Insects, slugs and snails are an important part of their diet. 

Reminder to Return Green Recording Forms 

These were enclosed with the summer issue of the Dulwich Society 
Newsletter. Please would you return them now to the Recorders listed. If you 
have lost the form, a note on paper will be adequate. This is particularly 
important with bird sightings, as Don Freshwater (0208 693 1666) is wanting 
to compile his garden birds records for the year 2000, all species welcome, 
except feral pigeons which are excluded. 

How to help sparrows in our gardens 

Sparrows are declining nationally at an alarming rate and various wildlife 
organizations are looking for the causes and measures to reverse this trend. 
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Fortunately, sparrows are still seen in Dulwich and here are a few steps that 
the London Wildlife Trust suggests that we could take to help our local 
sparrows. 

D Put up nest boxes 
D Bird tables with seed or preferably seedfeeders are useful for 

our local colonies 
D A void using insecticides because insects are vital food for 

fledglings 
D Plant lots of bushes and hedges at different heights to give 

shelter and cover 
D Install a pond, bird bath or water feature for them to drink from 

and bathe in 
D Patches of bare earth or soil-filled pots provide good 

opportunities for dust baths 

The RSPB now recommends that we continue feeding birds during the summer 
months, especially the breeding season. This provides the adult birds with easy 
access to food for themselves as they often become very tired gathering food 
for their young. As there are many crows, jays and magpies in Dulwich, it is 
particularly important to provide adequate shelter and cover for small birds. 
Dense shrubs and hedges are very useful, and so are climbers on walls and 
trees in which sparrows tend to nest. 

The Wildlife Committee have compiled a list of Trees, Shrubs and Plants 
recommended by the RSPB and other wildlife specialists. If interested, please 
telephone either Judy Marshall - 020 7326 1362 or Sigrid Collins - 020 8693 
1223 for a copy. 

Helen Firminger of the London Wildlife Trust, Centre for Wildlife Gardening, 
will be giving a talk on Wildlife in Dulwich Gardens, on Thursday, March 22 
at St. Barnabas Centre, Calton Avenue, SE21, at 8 p.m. 

Animal Answers 
Spring and Summer is the time when we often find wildlife casualties, from 
orphaned hedgehogs to injured foxes. The Wildlife Committee have available 
a list of Wildlife Charities who offer advise and help. There is also advice 
available on fox deterrence, how to build fox proof cages for rabbits and other 
pets and related problems. The list of contact details can be obtained from 
Angela Wilkes - 8693 5789 or Sigrid Collins - 8693 1223. 
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TREES REPORT 
By Stella Benwell 

As members know we have planted a number of trees at the top end of Long 
Meadow of which 20 are flourishing. We have also planted three lengths of 
country hedges with the help of the Trust for Urban Ecology which manages 
Dulwich Upper Wood. These are growing very well. 

We are now proposing to complete the enhancement of what was a very dull 
strip of grass by planting a country hedge round the bottom edge of the 
meadow and 2 or 3 willows and alders because the ground is very wet there. 
This will screen the meadow from the roundabout, add to its interest and 
benefit wildlife. Planting of the winter garden in Dulwich Park has been 
delayed by the wet weather. 

Trees Walk 

There is to be another trees walk as part of the Dulwich festival, on Saturday 
May 19th at 2pm in Peckham Park led by Catherine Olver. Everyone who came 
on the walk last year will agree that she is a brilliant guide and Peckham Park 
has a wonderful collection of interesting trees of which I suspect many people 
living in Dulwich are unaware. So this is a highly recommended walk. Meet at 
the entrance to the Park in Peckham Rye opposite the end of Uplands Road. 

DULWICH CROQUET CLUB 

Are you aware that there is an opportunity to learn and play Croquet at 
Dulwich Croquet Club which has the use of three excellent lawns and 
clubhouse at the Dulwich Sports Club in Burbage Road (entrance drive next to 
the railway bridge)? Established in 1912 the Club is open to players of all 
standards and there are also social members. 

To encourage beginners, sessions of Golf Croquet will be supervised by 
experienced players at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. on eight Mondays, the first two being 
on 14th and 21st May. Charges will be £2 per session. All are very welcome to 
come along and have a go. All you need is a pair of flat shoes. 

Contacts: David Collins (020 8467 8589) and Michael Goodman (020 8693 
3564) 

27 



MACHINE GUNS OVER DULWICH 
by Brian O'Brien 

Jn the Autumn 1999 Newsletter, Brian O'Brien, brother of Society member Mrs 
June de Baerdemaecker, wrote some fascinating wartime reminiscences of air 
raids, and we are now pleased to publish some more of his memories. 

I was 13 years old in September 1939 and on Friday 1st of that month was 
evacuated with Alleyn's Junior boys, from West Dulwich Station to a village 
near Lenham in Kent (complete with its 15th century hall- house full of 
skeletons, swords, daggers and spearheads). Sunday we were at Worship in 
Boughton Malherbe Church when news of the Declaration of War was brought 
into the church. The Clergyman taking the service, then immediately prayed a 
prayer for us all, which I shall never forget, for the safety of our families, 
during the uncertain days ahead. 

When I was fetched home to Dulwich by my parents shortly afterwards, 
because of illness, it was to a blacked-out village with no lights allowed to be 
shown at night, and Police and A.R.P. (Air Raid Precautions) Wardens to 

enforce the rule. 

Our parents had discussed with my brother and sister and I, what we children 
should do if caught away from home in the event of an air raid. At this stage 
of the War we did not venture far and agreed to cycle or walk home without 

delay. 

We did not have long to wait for the first sounding of the Air Raid Siren. I was 
in the Park with friends at the time and as we sped home to the safety of our 
cellar in Pickwick Road, we passed other residents scurrying for the slit 
trenches in the Park. The warning proved to be a false alarm and it was not 
long before the "All Clear" was sounded. 

Another vivid memory, was standing astride my bike, at the kerbside, outside 
Barclays Bank in the village and watching a group of about twenty, male 
civilians in the field at the end of Burbage Road. They were wearing khaki 
armbands with the black letters LDV on them and were being drilled by one 
of their number, in Arms Drill with broomsticks but I seem to remember that 
one of them had a shotgun. The brother of one of my school friends was 
amongst them. They were of course the nucleus of the Home Guard and 
contrary to the image portrayed in the TV programme "Dad's Army" were 
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VI flying bomb damage to rear of premises on the north side of 
Park Hill Road, as seen from Croxted Road. 

Photo taken from Dulwich The Home Front 1939-1945 by Brian Green 
published by the Dulwich Society 1995 

later to become a highly organized, supplementary, defence force. Rifles came 
for them after a while. They were American .300 calibre, whereas the 
traditional British rifle was .303. The weapons from America were packed in 
grease and I can remember the brother of a friend having to remove the fatty 
oil from the gun. But it was some time before they had the correct sized bullets 
to shoot with the .300 rifle. Later in the War I remember that this same field 
was occupied by a flock of sheep to provide more food as part of the wider 
"dig for victory" food campaign. 

One day, I was at home alone in the afternoon, as my mother had gone on 
foot to visit a friend near West Dulwich Station. As she returned from Thurloe 
Park Road and came round the corner into Gallery Road round the Belair 
boundary fence, some stray machine-gun bullets ripped through the wooden 
palings where she was walking. Terrified, she ran all the way home, burst into 
the house and as she sank into a chair, gasped for a drink of water. While I was 
getting it, she managed to say - "I've been machine-gunned!" It took me a 
moment or two to work out what had happened. 
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At this early stage of the War, German planes would come over and if the 
barrage balloons were flying above the cloud cover, they would take advantage 
of their concealment, to do a bit of target practice and fire a few incendiary 
rounds into these tempting, silver, bags of hydrogen. The balloon soon 
disintegrated in flames and black smoke and thousands of feet of springy steel, 
tethering cable dropped out of the sky, which wasn't very nice if you 
happened to be underneath! Of course, it wasn't long before R.A.F. Balloon 
Command realized that when cloud cover descended their balloons had to 
come down too and telephone instructions to balloon ground crews came more 

rapidly. 

Apart from the anxiety, tragedy and destruction there were lighter moments. 
For light "entertainment" between the Blitz and the flying bombs my brother 
and I took the casing of a spent burnt out incendiary bomb complete with fins 
brought home as a souvenir by my father. We lit the magnesium ribbon with a 
match and retired a safe distance to where the stirrup pump for emergencies 
was waiting. The ribbon burnt with greater intensity than usual because of its 
bulk. Clouds of dense white smoke engulfed the area and our water jet applied 
to the conflagration made it splutter and spit. I was suddenly aware that our 
garden fence was covered in white splashes of magnesium hyd~oxi~e. 
Neighbour's bedroom windows opened quickly, out popped heads to mqmre 
about the commotion but the remains of the "bomb" burnt out and the 
excitement subsided much to mother's relief. 

I cannot conclude these brief notes without reference to Winston Churchill's 
magical way with words which he broadcast to the nation, lifting the populace 
out of the drabness and seemingly endless monotony of wartime restrictions. 
Reading them now, 60 years later, I find them even more moving and 
recommend they should be included as part of every child's history education. 
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JAMES ALLEN'S GIRLS' SCHOOL IN THE LATE 1940S 
by Sonia Rodway 

I have very mixed memories of my years at JAGS. There are, of course, 
feelings of great pride and gratitude that I was able to attend such a school, but 
those feelings are stronger reflectively than they were at the time. My school 
days were clouded, to some degree, by fear of certain teachers, for example, in 
Domestic Science, our teacher was liable to lose her temper and hurl the 
cooking equipment in all directions. I think, now, that she suffered a disability, 
and doubtless the ineptitude of some of her pupils exasperated her beyond 
endurance. "I'm sorry", I quavered, during an early lesson, "I've made my 
pastry too wet." Surprisingly, neither my pastry nor I was thrown across the 
room. Some years later, in that same room (where now, it appears, is taught 
engineering!), I concealed in the store cupboard the excess batter I had made 
for my ambitious School Certificate dessert of Berlin Pancakes. In spite of 
that, and the voluminous cotton knickers we were required to create in the 
Needlework Class, I passed. 

The music teacher also struck terror into my heart for my first few terms. As 
already recorded, I was not (and am not!) musically able, and used to sit 
shaking with apprehension that I would be the one chosen to "come out and 
transpose to the key of G." I had no idea what "transpose" meant, never mind 
actually doing it. Had I been taught to transpose? I remember only the 
frightening figure of my teacher, expecting me to know. She was succeeded, 
before too long, by a much kinder soul. My lack of talent did not prevent my 
enjoyment of music, and indeed I was admitted to the choir, quite how I know 
not, though I must allow myself a little credit in that I had a clear (small) voice, 
and could sing in tune. I loved singing, and have happy memories of choir 
practise in the music room with its raked floor, young voices soaring under the 
direction of our gentle teacher. One Founder's Day, in the College Chapel in 
Dulwich Village, we sang "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring." I shall never forget it. 
I have only to bear the introduction to that exquisite anthem to feel again the 
heart-moving anticipation I first knew so many years ago. 

Who else? My first sports mistress. How scornful she was of we duffers, who 
could not whizz forehands and backhands across the tennis net as-to the manner 
born, nor shin up the ropes to the sickeningly high ceiling of the gymnasium. 
At the end of each term we were granted the treat - a dubious one, in my case 
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. of playing in the Gym a game called "Pirates" .. This ent~ile.d being pursued 
and having to evade capture by leaping, scrambling or swmgmg about on t~e 
equipment without touching the floor. If you did, you were out, and nev_er did 
I experience such relief as when my foot w~s seen to t~uc~ do~n .. I did try, 
truly, I didn't cheat! And I wasn't entirely without sportmg mclmat1011, I was 
quite a nippy little right-winger, a~d di~ play _hockey _for my House, 
Desenfans* and there were subjects I did enJoy, mamly English and French. I 
remember my Oral Examination for School Certificate, endeavouring to 
inform the examiner that "mon frere" was doing his National Service, quite 
how I translated I shudder to think, I suppose "Service Nationale" with a 
passable accent and an air of bravado must have got me through. 

Another of our teachers, the Art mistress, was also rather fierce, but, 
strangely, I never had any fear of her even though I was entirely without artistic 
talent. She would often sketch one of us when we were working on our own, 
sitting at the high teacher's desk on the dais, frowning in concentration, tongue 
firmly in cheek. 

Now I can put it off no longer, I must face up to the Headmistress! How 
formidable she seemed to me, with her grey hair severely confined into a bun 
and her austere authority. She taught mathematics and woe betide any girl 
unable to multiply 171h by 371h in an instant IN HER HEAD! She had a habit, 
if an answer was not immediately forthcoming, of turning to the next pupil, 
and in a tone of weary despair saying "Tell her, Daphne" (or Jean, or some 
other brighter spark). This was hardly encouraging to anyone not entirely 
confident in areas mathematical. I was adequate, and might have done better 
with encouragement rather than withering sarcasm. However, came the happy 
day when, from the Top Division (why I was there in the first place I shall 
never know) I whizzed to the Bottom, not even stopping at the Middle! Such 
relief. Such a dear, wise and encouraging teacher, who gave such kindly 
instruction: "Well done", or "Not quite right, but you're on the right lines." 

My Headmistress had still to be faced on other occasions, of course. I had only 
to hear her during Morning Prayers, utter the dreaded phrase "A girl was 
seen ... " to flush crimson with guilt, although I never was the girl who was 
"seen ... !" It was also a nerve-racking experience to be summoned to the Head's 
study, to stand, quaking, awaiting the summons within, even if only for a 
minor misdemeanour, such as hair long enough to touch one's collar and NOT 
TIED BACK! Anyone guilty of this offence had to spend the rest of the day 
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James Allen's Girls' School 
Photo taken from Around Dulwich by Brian Green 

published by Village Books, Dulwich Village. 

with her hair tied back with string. Nevertheless, JAGS gave me a lot to enjoy 
and value, and laid the foundations of my love of words and music. 

It is good to be an old JAGS girl, and to have been part of the Edward Alleyn 
Foundation, as were my brother, Peter, our father, and his brother, who all went 
to Alleyn's. My brother, while working, in the school archives, came across a 
letter from my grandfather, written in the 1920s to the then Headmaster of 
Alleyn's, requesting a school place for my Uncle Geoffrey. 

I still have my school reports, both from Glenshee, mostly very good, and from 
James Allen's, of some of which the less said the better. No mention was made 
in any report of the occasion on which, at the start of a hockey match, I 
"bullied-off'' too enthusiastically and whacked the nose of my opponent, who 
was led, weeping, from the field! How fortunate were we, then, and pupils of 
today, to enjoy those vast areas of playing fields, as well as areas for botany 
studies, the heath, the pond, the vegetable gardens. 

There was always school-grown produce for sale on Friday afternoons. I 
especially remember the splendid carrots, tops and all, and the smell of the soil 
still clinging to them. I wasn't so enthusiastic when my name was down for 
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Gardening during the lunch break, at which we all had to take a turn. As 
with the dreaded tennis, I used to pray for rain. No such prayers on idyllic 
summer days, when fifth formers preparing for matriculation exams were 
allowed to study out of doors, and sat beside the pond declaiming their 
Shakespeare to the accompanying sound effects of the croaking frogs. 

Another of my happy memories is of the year I took part in the School Play. 
In my day, this was performed in the Hall and only certain classes were 
eligible, so there were limited opportunities to take part. I was then in the Third 
Form, and my role was in an original Nativity Play, written by one of the 
teachers. I have only three memories of it. 

One is of proclaiming, in ringing tones "Lord God of Israel, Isaac and 
Abraham ... !" The rest of my lines have faded into oblivion. Another memory is 
of sitting on the draining board in the Domestic Science room washing the 
brown make-up off my legs, and the third, and the most remarkable, is of my 
headmistress observing to my parents: "Your child did well." Truly, she did. 
The present-day, purpose-built Prissian Theatre, which is the venue for more 
ambitious and more frequent productions is much to be envied by us Old Girls, 
as is the wonderful Library with its wide selection of books, and quiet bays 
with tables for private study. A far cry from the modest room which housed the 
School Library in my day, where, on Friday afternoons - before or after the 
carrots, I wonder - I blissfully browsed before making my choice from what 
was then a wealth of books available to us lucky children. 

I now have to confess that the Library was the scene of a shameful debacle 
for me, and some two or three of my friends, when aged about fourteen. JAGS 
girls were not permitted to leave the school premises during the lunch break, 
but the boys from Alleyn's were, and some would find it necessary to pass 
along East Dulwich Grove, this being clearly observed from the ideally 
situated window of our Library. On this particular occasion we espied some of 
our heroes and were gaily waving, even perhaps calling a greeting, all, 
naturally, in a most ladylike manner, when we heard the door open. There 
stood our Headmistress. Not a word was spoken. My blood, and doubtless that 
of my fellows, ran cold. She stood aside as we slunk out. In due course, each 
of us was summoned to her presence to be lectured on the Good Name of The 
School and our own personal shame. Suitably chastened, we reflected what 
idiots we were to forget that the H M's study was immediately beneath the 
library! 
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I was involved, inadvertently I assure you, in another sorry incident, concerning 
a crab-apple. There was, in the JAGS grounds, a beautiful tree which bore a 
splendid crop of enticing fruit. On the occasion I recall, I was passing this tree 
and, without thinking I picked one rosy crab-apple and ate it. "Sonia 
Rodway! What do you think you are doing?" It was the voice of the gardening 
mistress, a-quiver with shock. I was given an instant detention, the ultimate 
disgrace. 

The JAGS system of punishment, or discipline, depending on whether it was 
being suffered or applied, was a "Report" of minor misdemeanours, three of 
which automatically led to a Detention. To receive the latter straight off was 
m01iifying, even more so when I had to confess to my Form Mistress, as was 
required. I dare say, these days, parents might take it amiss that their child had 
been reprimanded, but in my day, when explaining to parents that you were to 
be kept in after school all you got was another ticking-off. 

*Noel Desenfans, art collector and benefactor of ~he Dulwich Gallery. See 
Around Dulwich by Brian Green. 

'Brock_we{{ J?lrt Services 
Established 1979 

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING 

Contact James Davidson 
232-234 Railton Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 OJT 

Telephone/Fax: 020 7274 7046 
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RUSKIN WALK MURAL 

The owners of a house in Ruskin 
Walk are rather intrigued by the 
mural decoration on one ceiling in 
their house. They have been told 
it may have been done by a 
former art master at Dulwich 
College. 

The decorations are mainly flowers and foliage, with the longer leaves in dark 
green, the smaller leaves and a few flowers in red, all on a light greeny-yellow 
background. Can anyone shed any further light on their origin? 

SOUTH LONDON BOTANICAL INSTITUTE 

On Saturday 5th May, from 10 till 12, there will be a Plant Sale at the South 
London Botanical Institute, 323 Norwood Road, a few yards north of the South 

Circular. 

POSTSCRIPT ON 
THE DULWICH SCHEME OF MANAGEMENT 

Following the articles on pages 8 and 22 of the last Newsletter, Mr J C Wylie, 
General Manager of the Dulwich Estate, has asked us to point out two things: 

1) That the amendment made to Clause 9( a) of the Scheme of Management in 
1997, has the effect of giving enfranchised owners rights to information that are 
not substantially different from the statutory rights enjoyed by leaseholders. 

2) that with the houses in Stradella Road where there are passage-ways between 
houses, single-storey extensions to these houses will be subject to the Dulwich 
Estate's guidelines on infilling between existing buildings, so that the passage­
ways and separation between the buildings must be retained. 

DULWICH PICTURE GALLERY 

Just a reminder that the Murillo Exhibition: Scenes of Childhood continues at 
the Dulwich Picture Gallery until 13th May. 
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. ESTATE AGENTS 

-
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Independent Dulwich Estate Agents since 1922. 
We continue to provide friendly expertise in 

Residential Sales and Lettings. . 

Talk to Caroline, Sue or Charles about our free, no obligation 
· valuations, complete with marketing packs. 

Visit our Internet site at: 
www.spencerkennedy.co.uk 

le Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village, London SE21 7DE 
Telephone: 020 8693 7835 Facsimile: 020 8299 0642 

emai I: spencerkennedy@spencerkennedy.co. uk 
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