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June 2001

• The complete plumbing &
heating service
• Boiler servicing
• Drain clearance
• Corgi registered
• 7 day service 365 days a year
• Free estimates & heating
design service
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted
• 24-hour emergency service

020 8299 3511
I 3 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22

SPORTS

CLUB

Alleyn'5 School · Dulw!ch . SEH llSlJ

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modern sports facilities.
The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, sports hall,
gym, two multi-purpose halls;
tennis courts, cricket nets.
Activities include: aerobics/step;
badminton; scuba diving; table
tennis; basketball; karate;
· gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.
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l d Calton Avenue
Dulwich Village
London SE2 l 7DE
Telephone: 020 8693 2808

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
sessions
During the Easter, Summer &
Winter holidays Sports Experience
day camps & courses are available
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and
experience various multi-activities
and sports.
Surrey League Competitive
Badminton is played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also
available

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club Your know it's good for you!
Alleyn's Sports Club, Townley Road, Dulwich

Thursday June 7:

Summer Evening Walk : "From the Old College to
the New" led by Brian Green, arranged by the Local
History Group of the Society. Meet 7.45 p.m. at the
War Memorial in front of Christ's Chapel, Dulwich
Village.

Friday June 8:

The Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery visit to
Finchcocks Historic Keyboard Collection, Goudhurst,
Kent. Visit includes lunch and a recital. Meet at 10.00
a.m.

Sunday June 10:

The Orchestra of St Bartholemew's plays orchestral
music by Mozart and Beethoven, including Beethoven's
"Eroica." At 7.45 p.m. at St Bartholemew's Church,
Sydenham. Tickets from 0207 564 5756, or at the door.

Thursday, June 14:

THE GRAND TOUR - Louise Leates: Freelance teacher
Fine and Decorative Arts. Trained on Sotheby's Works of
Art course. DDFAS at JAGS at 8 p.m.*
Dulwich Picture Gallery free lunchtime lecture at 12. 30
p.m. The Gallery's Furniture - a walk through the Gallery
with Derek Austin, furniture researcher.

Thursday, June 19: Dulwich Society Garden Group. Visit to four
Hampshire Gardens open under the National Garden
scheme. Full day outing. Price £20. Reservations via
Ina Pulleine, 8 Walkerseroft Mead, SE21 8LJ.
Tuesday June 26:

The Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery visit to the Lord
Chancellor's Residence. Meet at 10.30 a.m.

Tuesday June 26 Sunday 19 August:

Howard Hodgkin at Dulwich Picture Gallery Exhibition,
Dulwich Picture Gallery.

Wednesday June 27: The Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery visit to St Peter's
Church, Liverpool Grove and lecture on Soane Churches
of London. Meet at 2.30 p.m.
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Wednesday June 27: What's the Use of Architecture? Panel discussion with
Peter Davey, Editor of the Architectural Review, Rick
Mather, architect of the extensions to Dul.wich Picture
Gallery and the Wallace collection, Rowan Moore,
architectural correspondent of The Evening Standard,
and Desmond Shawe-Taylor, the Gallery's Director. 7.30
p·.m. at Dulwich Picture Gallery. Tickets £5 (Students),
£8 (Friends) and £ 10.
A Tour of Gallery by the Director, Desmond ShaweTaylor, commences at 6.30 p.m.
Thursday June 28:

Dulwich Picture Gallery free lunchtime lecture at 12. 30
p.m. "Inspired by Soane" by Sir Richard MacCormac
CBE, architect for the Ruskin Library at Lancaster
University, the Jubilee Line Station at Southwark, and
the Wellcome Wing extension to the Science Museum.

July 2001
Saturday July 7:

Dulwich Symphony Orchestra Concert at 8 p.m. at St
Barnabas Church, Dulwich Village, London SE21. The
programme includes the Overture from the Merry Wives
of Windsor by Nicolai, Paginini's Violin Concerto No. 1
and Tchaikovsky's Symphony No. 5.
Soiree in aid of the Winged Fellowship with the Galliard
Trio. 8 p.m. at St Stephen's Church, College Road,
Dulwich. Tickets £8 includes a glass of wine.

Wednesday July 11: An Evening with Howard Hodgkin - A conversation with
Howard Hodgkin and Judith Collins, art historian and
former Tate Curator. 7.30 p.m. at Dulwich Picture
Gallery. Tickets £5 (Students), £8 (Friends) and £10.
Thursday July 12:
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Charles Rennie Mackintosh - Lecture by Anthea Streeter,
who has a special interest in the art and design of the
19th and 20th centuries. DD FAS at JAGS at 8 p.m. *

Thursday - Saturday The Dulwich Players present MUCH ADO ABOUT
July 12-14:
NOTHING by William Shakespeare in the garden of
The Dulwich Picture Gallery at 8 p.m. on Thursday and
Friday and 5.30 p.m. & 8.30 p.m. on Saturday. Tickets
£8 & £4 from Ingrid Beasley 020 8693 6060
(Concessions to Friends of the Ga!le,y)
Saturday & Sunday The Dulwich Show. 11 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. at Dulwich
July 23rd & 24th:
Park. For details see advertisement on page 1.
Thursday July 26:

Dulwich Picture Gallery free lunchtime lecture at 12. 30
p.m. The Painted Garden by Russell T Bowes, garden
historian and lecturer.

August 2001
Thursday August 23: Dulwich Picture Gallery free lunchtime lecture at 12. 30
p.m. The Peculiarity of Pictures by Chris Plato, course
leader of art and design at Ravensbourne College of
Design and Communication.

*DDFAS,
Dulwich Decorative And Fine

<!rpstal l)alace

~ntiques 'mtarebouse
Antiques Bought & Sold
Four Floors of Antiques
Open Mon - Sat I 0-6
Sundays 10-5
Imperial House,
Jasper Road,
London SE19 ISJ
Tel: 020 8480 7042

Arts Society, monthly lectures
usually illustrated with slides
are held on the second
Thursday of each month
at 8 p. m. at James Allen's
Girls' School, (JAGS),
East Dulwich Grove, S.E.21.,
unless otherwise stated.
Coffee and biscuits 7.30 p.m.,
visitors £4. 00, students 50p.
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SHAKESPEARE IN THE GARDEN
Three years ago The Dulwich Players put on a very successful production of
"A Midsummer Night's Dream" in the gardens of the Dulwich Picture Gallery,
which enabled them to make a considerable contribution to the funds of the
Gallery.
This year they will be presenting "Much Ado About Nothing" in the Gallery
garden on Thursday & Friday 12 & 13 July at 8 p.n1. and on Saturday 14 July
at 5.30 & 8.30 p.m.
While "Much Ado" is best known as being about Beatrice and Benedick, it
could equally be said to be about love and war, heroes and villains, honesty and
duplicity.
In this production, set in July 1940, a group of RAF pilots return home for a
respite from the battle, to meet new friends, face old enemies and discover that
things are not always what they seem!
Tickets at £8 (seated) and £4 (on the grass) are available from Ingrid Beasley
020 8693 6060. More details on the Dulwich Players website :
www.dulwichplayers.org.uk

Fitness Syndicate
Personal Training Services
Weight Loss
Toning
Gain Body Mass
Difficulty in committing to a training regime
Injured and Recovering
Feel uncomfortable in a gym environment
Need to vary your current workouts
Invested in leisure club membership and
wish to maximise your investment
Work schedule does not allow you to visit a gym
Specific fitness goals
Whatever your needs for a highly professional & friendly service
Contact: Kenny 0966 376 978 Email: Kenny.Asare@excite.com
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Aerial view of the Crystal Palace cl928

THE CRYSTAL PALACE DEVELOPMENT
BATTLE WON, BUT WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
by William Higman, Vice-Chairman of the Dulwich Society
Crystal Palace The Campaign's first objective, to stop the multiplex
development, has been achieved. Warmest congratulations are due to Philip
Kalvin and all his team, on a highly effective and well-conducted campaign
which has produced the desired result after four years of sustained effort. This
has rewarded their well-disciplined stamina because throughout this time the
eventual outcome was by no means certain. The campaign has been sustained
by the conviction of so many local residents, including the overwhelming
majority of our members, that the cause was just.
We are pleased that the Dulwich Society has given the Campaign full backing
when this was most needed, especially over the licensing authorities' rejection
of liquor licence applications, which was probably the beginning of the end for
the developers. Technically, Bromley Council has now terminated its
agreement to develop the site because London and Regional Properties failed to
complete a lease within the prescribed period.
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K.A. Jeffries & Company
Chartered Accountants
18 Melbourne Grove
East Dulwich, SE22 8RA

Tel: (020) 8693 4145 Fax: (020) 8299 0326
Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966
Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses
General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT
Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice
and registered Auditors

Have been Honorary Auditors of the Dulwich Society from
its inception in 196 7

P.R.
'Mbe 'lt:rown & ~repbounb
THE VILLAGER RESTAURANT
AT DULWICH'S FINEST INN
Open daily for lunches 12 - 2.30pm
Evenings Monday - Saturday 6 - IOpm

Traditional Sunday roast served
from 12 noon to 3pm

'atbe 1!0uU.uitb ~utte
Now Licensed for
Civil Marriage Ceremonies
Premier venue for wedding receptions,
banquets & buffets. Ideal for business
seminars, training and presentations

73 DULWICH VILLAGE
LONDON SE21 7BJ

TEL: 020 8299 4976
BASS LEISURE RETAIL
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All Building, Maintenance
and Repairs
• General Alterations
• Bathrooms & Bedrooms
• Electrical & Plumbing
• Roofing & Electrical Works
• Plastering & Decorating
• All Insurance Work

Commercial attraction of the development has clearly dwindled as time went
on. The era of the multiplex is already passing, and with it the opportunity to
make a short-term profit. The prospective cost to the developers, on top of that
already incurred by the Council, became too high in relation to revenue
projections. We were then looking at a particularly cheap and nasty
compromise, in contrast to the high-flown prospects with which the promoters
so dazzled our cultural guardians at English Heritage and the Royal Fine Art
Commission. We hope this experience will make all of them, including
Bromley Council, more humble in future about the temptation to promote the
sacrifice of green open space for financial gain.
Victory now leaves the community with a responsibility to declare a suitable
alternative use for this spectacular but now shamefully derelict site. Bromley
Council has only succeeded so far in adding to its dereliction, first by dumping
rubble on the decayed Victorian terraces of the old Crystal Palace and then by
incurring the high cost of a cynical plan to extract as much money as possible.
We have reacted properly against the Council's view of our values and current
spending habits.
Commercial ambitions to generate a lot of money from green open space are
usually a misguided use of public assets. A significant part of the cost of
improving the amenity of Crystal Palace can still be recovered, through
facilities which cater appropriately to the public at one of the most attractive
vantage-points in south London. Kenwood, at a corresponding high point of
London north of the river, provides us with a better vision of how to harness
the more elegant relics of an earlier age for a new urban public. Where local
authority entrepreneurs have so conspicuously failed to do so, let us now try to
exercise our own imaginations.

Call now for a
free estimate
020 7820 0935

The fire which destroyed the Crystal Palace in 1936 as seen from Dulwich
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WHAT'S UP AT THE
CRYSTAL PALACE?

'Broclwe[[ ftlrt Services
Established 1979

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING

Contact James Davidson
232-234 Railton Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 OJT
Telephone/Fax: 020 7274 7046

AND WE SELL
LAMB KEBABS
CHICKEN KE.BABS
PORK KE.BABS
BEEF KEBABS
SAUSAGES • BURGERS
RIBS • CHOPS • STEAKS

AND LOTS MORE

Tel: 020 8761 0018
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by Audrey Hammond
At a recent local gathering the subject
of the proposed one way system for
the Crystal Palace Triangle came up
for discussion. I was rather taken
aback to hear an eminent member of
the Dulwich Society say - " ... well,
what's up there any way? Only a few
restaurants ... " How odd! With respect
there may be others who are also
unaware of what for us who live here
is the centre ( or damn nearly) of the
universe, and the implications the
scheme may have for us.

(
-

'

-

r.i
'

I)
'.

What is the Triangle? Where is it? At
the top of the hill? Somewhere near
the television mast? Somewhere to get
stuck in the traffic? Yet somewhere to
find bookshops? All those and more!
By way of explanation the Triangle is
made up of three roads - Church
Road, Westow Hill and Westow
Street. Church Road meets Westow
Hill at the roundabout, with Anerley
Hill on the right, and leads into
Crystal Palace Parade; it connects
Croydon to/from Lewisham, or
Dulwich or Penge. Westow Hill
connects Streatham/London (via
Central Hill) with Bromley (Anerley
Hill) or Croydon or Lewisham.
Westow Street connects Croydon
to/from Brixton, Dulwich and
London.
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At this point, on this high
ridge - Sydenham Hill,
Crystal Palace Parade and
Church Road as far as All
Saints' Church - at this little
triangle of roads, many
jo~1rneys converge. Rightly it
has been recognised as a
strategic point in the
transport system of South
London. But, also because of
this historical meeting of
ways, it became the vital
centre of a community. A
community which grew
organically and without the
slightest concern for Borough
boundaries - these having
evolved through the ages in a
haphazard way - the beating
of the bounds here - the
Bishop's land there ....
So it came about that the
centre of the Triangle is in
the London Borough of
Croydon, but the north side
of Westow Hill is in Lambeth
and the east side of Church
Road is in Bromley, also all
the land, as we are all now so
terribly aware, on the east of
what is now the Parade.

Jacksons, the Norwood
printers, worked from their
offices at 65 Weslow Street
for over 150 years.
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Southwark comes up like a piece of cheese to a point just behind the White
Swan at the roundabout and Lewisham lurks at the end of the Parade. Being at
the fag end of five boroughs has meant short shrift for the Triangle from all
five boroughs concerned, and a nightmare for the Police, or anyone trying to
call the Police.
Three hundred years ago the whole ridge was still forest, with footpaths and
bridleways crossing and recrossing it. Rocque's map of 1746 shows
recognisable tracks and lanes and, I like to think, the embryonic Triangle. By
then there must have been some cottages and farms in the area. By 1800 the
White Hart and many other buildings were well established in Westow Street
and Church Road, also The Woodman, a fine staging inn with stables, in
Westow Hill. It was said that the doorstep of The Woodman was level with the
cross on the top of St. Paul's; one certainly has a wonderful view over London
from the spot where that would have been - around where Plumbase and
Joanna's Restaurant are now.
In 1827 All Saints' Church was
built at the south (Croydon)
end of Church Road, the
population having increased to
the extent that it now qualified
as a Parish. My great-great
grandfather's brother, the Rev.
Edmund Harden, was the first
Curate then Vicar there in
1829-1856.

/

By the time the Crystal Palace
was reassembled and opened in
1854 beside the newly laid out
Crystal Palace Parade the
Triangle was already a thriving

A sketch of the workshops
situated behind Weslow Street
where Mr Capon,
a wireworker, conducted
his trade for over 40 years
until the 1980s.
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village serving local farmers, landowners and
affluent Londoners who were building villas in
the surrounding area. Until then the shops, houses
and pubs were mainly two storey wooden
clapboard (very early) parapet-wall fronted,
stucco-faced and with well proportioned sash
windows. Some of these survived the flurry of
rebuilding after the Palace arrived, and the
vandalism of the 1970s and 80s, and can still be
seen in all three streets.
The Crystal Palace and its two new railways
brought tremendous prosperity. Paxton's creation
on the slopes of Norwood was even bigger and
better than it had been in Hyde Park and, with its
vast and beautifully laid out gardens it was the 8th
wonder of the world. A gigantic exhibition of the
technological, artistic, musical, cultural and
historical achievements of the age, and past ages,
it was all that was totally extravagant and over the
top; housed in a magical, light and airy building
of fantastical design. Unashamedly the Directors
wished to inspire, educate, edify, and impress,
which they certainly did.

Architectural feature from
the Olga Patisserie Shop
at 40 Weslow Street

St Aubyn's Road, off Westow Hill, in the 1970s.
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Something like 2 million people a year came to
enjoy the delights of the Crystal Palace, the water
displays and the various exhibitions. No wonder
Norwood became a boom town, if a somewhat
genteel one. Hundreds more villas were built,
more people came to live in this "fresh air"
suburb, and terraces of small houses were "spec"
built for workers and other lesser mortals.

The Triangle was complete, with workshops, stables and gardens inside, while
many shops and pubs on the inside were rebuilt in the heavier three storey style
of the second half of the Victorian century. A variety of decorative styles in
brickwork and details around windows and doorways reflected the influences of
the age - still to be seen now if one looks above the shops.
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Many shop windows actually seemed to reflect the graceful arches of the
Crystal Palace itself (see The Picture Palace in Westow Street, a perfect
"Crystal Palace" shopfront).
Rising expenses and lack of maintenance in the early 20th century accounted
for a downward trend in the Palace's success story. After the war and further
economies the fireworks, motor racing, concerts, gym displays and dog shows
were tremendously popular, but by the time of the spectacular and tragic fire in
1936 it was looking dusty and neglected. The Palace was destroyed. Then came
the war. The Victorian village settled into a gentle decline, neglected by local
authorities busy destroying their own town centres and creating unfriendly
concrete jungles. Upper Norwood/Crystal Palace (the names gradually became
synonymous) was in a time warp, and its old buildings remained unspoilt and
original if shabby. Many big houses were divided into flats, but the character
remained, and there were trees, and there was the Park. Public transport
worked, cars were few and in 1956, when we came to live in Norwood the
Triangle contained all services necessary to maintain life, and many unusual

\
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-The Crystal Palace Museum in Anerley Hill.
establishments such as an Umbrella Repairer, Piano Maker, Billiard Table
Maker, Stone Cutter and Printers. Imagine having six Grocers, three Bakers,
Butchers and Fishmongers, several newsagents, a W H Smiths, four Chemists,
four Shoe shops, Gents, Ladies and Childrens Outfitters, a Gas Board
showroom and many Junk/Second-hand/Antique Furniture shops to choose
from! All within easy walking distance of each other. It seemed perfectly
normal. But it couldn't last.
Times were hard for Triangle shopkeepers. Money was sho1i for long overdue
repairs and shoppers were hard-up too. In 1969 there were rumours of
redevelopment, then there was Croydon's short lease policy, and scares about a
major road development. Shops closed or were cheaply "modernised" and tinsel
town centres lured shoppers away. The Crystal Palace Triangle Community
Association (CPTCA) was formed, intent on stemming the tide, but "market
forces" were at work. In 1985 a supermarket was opened which quickly
finished off most of the remaining useful shops.

Hollybush Stores, 12-16 Westow Street, in 1981.
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But a Phoenix will rise! Conservation Area status in 1988 (proposed by the
CPTCA and pushed by the publication of its book "Crystal Palace - Norwood
Heights") helped retain what was left of a Victorian village. Also the
engagement by local authority partnership of a Town Centre Manager, who has
energetically searched for, and found, new proprietors for empty shops, and
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James Jackson & Sons, drapers, of 17-19 Weslow Street, in the 1980s.
attracted grants for shopfront restorations, has made a huge difference. The
Triangle has pulled itself up by its bootlaces by becoming a lively "eating out"
centre with nearly 40 restaurants to suit every style, taste and packet (the next
will be an 1840s Tea Room!).

Shops on the east side of Weslow Street.
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These, surprisingly, comprise only 20% of Triangle businesses - there are some
survivors of the old guard, and many newcomers. We now have a Post Office
( open 8am - 6.3 0 and 4pm on Saturdays), a Greengrocer that people come to
from miles away, a Hardware shop where one can buy nails and screws loose
instead of in those wretched little packets, and a Picture Framers and Art
Gallery. There are also three Banks, two Florists, two Dry Cleaners, three
Hairdressers, Pet Shop, Aquarium Shop, Stationers, a Bookshop (open till 7pm
and 5pm on Sundays) and second-hand Bookshops, Solicitors, numerous
Estate Agents, two Supermarkets, a marvellous Public Library (with Childrens,
and Reference), and at the top of Anerley Hill, The Crystal Palace Museum.
There is a lot going on in the Triangle!
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Haynes Lane off Weslow Street.

Upper Norwood Library, Weslow Hill.
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The. current issue for the Triangle is the proposed solution to its traffic
problems. The Partnership (but mainly Croydon) have decided that sending the
traffic one way clockwise will do the trick, despite disastrous failures in
previous experiments. It claims that this time the streets will be properly (and
expensively) redesigned with appropriate street furniture, road narrowing,
limited parking and loading spaces and CCTV to deter would-be criminals and
possibly notice illegal parking as well. Heavy traffic in the rush hour is normal
anywhere in London; in the Triangle it is usually lorries unloading which cause
the worst snarl-ups, and in the evenings the hundreds of cars parked by people
coming to the restaurants. Advantages are a) some drivers avoid the Triangle
and b) slow traffic means few accidents. The CPTCA has objected to the
scheme on the following grounds: 1) One way systems dehumanise and
municipalise town centres (even small ones), 2) Cars will use two, even three,
sides of the Triangle for a journey which previously took one, thus creating
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more traffic and more pollution. 3) Drastic parking restrictions will lose
customers to the traders and force drivers to park in side streets where existing
spaces just about accommodate residents. "Residents' Parking" would be the
inevitable result. 4) The scheme appears to benefit drivers passing through the
Triangle, perhaps to the proposed development on the Crystal Palace site, rather
than residents or traders.
We already have a new, ugly and inadequate bus station, and new bus lanes and
traffic lights on the Parade. Planners gave no thought to the inconvenience the
new arrangement of bus stops gave to passengers or that by wiping out parking
there they have reduced the income of many, already hard stretched, Crystal
Palace traders. We hope, now that the plan is set in motion, that it will prove a
success, but we don't have a lot of faith in planners in ivory towers.
As you see there is more than meets the eye in the Triangle. There is much
more history, there are more facilities (Doctors, Dentists, Craft Cooperatives
etc .. ), more suggestions, more opinions than I have been able to mention. But I
hope I have been able to lift a veil for anyone to whom "that place up there" is
a bit of a mystery.

The White Hart, recently renamed,
at the junction of Church Road and Weslow Street.
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The illustrations featured
with this article are by
Audrey Hammond
and are taken from her
and Brian Dann 's book
"Crystal Palace Norwood Heights
A Pictorial Record"
published in 1988
and still available from
local bookshops.

94 PARK HALL ROAD,
WEST DULWICH SE21 8BW
ESTATE AGENTS
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

AIIIIOCof-nttal
Letting Agonta

020 8670 8000
www.volkerandvolker.co.uk
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PROGRESS ON THE 2001 POND SURVEY
Thank you to all those 35 pond owners who answered the frog and toad spawn
survey this year. We have 3 new members, but the other 32 were all people
who replied last year.
Only 5 reported that they had no frog spawn this year. Otherwise there were
varying reports of enormous quantities of frog spawn, especially from those
returning their questionnaires early in March. The later entries said that they
had very little. This seems to be attributable to a brief warm spell of weather at
the beginning of March; very soon followed by the unseasonable cold most of
the time afterwards.
Charles Snell who gave us a talk last year said that the normal time for frog
spawning in our area is the first week in March. Toads are a bit later, from midMarch onwards. He also said that frogs lay their eggs in the sunny part of a
pond.
I have contacted Froglife (in Suffolk), who monitor national reptile and
amphibian species in U.K. ponds. They say that the cold temperatures this year
have not been helpful, and that a lot of eggs are unlikely to hatch out, as the
spawn got too cold. However, the frog population maintains itself by its huge
production of spawn, as some of you have observed. So it does not need a huge
nm~ber of frogs surviving in any year, as they can repair the depopulation in
the following year. Another danger to spawn is a fungus. This is not terribly
common and does not infect the pond for the future. There are not many
predators on spawn.
However, it is another story where frog tadpoles are concerned. Many are the
predators from insects to newts, fish, water shrews and birds. Ponds may dry
up, or animals may drink them. Toad tadpoles have more protection, as they are
poisonous to some species.

Two shops in Weslow Street which were demolished in late 1979.
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I am sorry not to have been able to arrange for the transfer of toad spawn.
Several people wanted it - but it is rather doubtful if we had more than one case
of toad spawn among our replies. Whereas last year there were 8 reports of
toad spawn.
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WILDLIFE IN BELAIR PARK

FLY POSTING

We are interested to hear from the Friends of Belair Park that their project to
encourage wildlife here is progressing well. There are herons, and a nesting
coot in the pond. They have planted wild flowers: Teasel, water lilies, comfrey
(could be native), red campion, hedge geraniums, bluebells (native in Dulwich
Woods - though hybridised with garden species there,) lesser celandine
(native?) coltsfoot, burdock, meadowsweet, wild strawberry, lords and ladies,
henbane and marsh marigolds. It is a good idea to have somewhere local where
flowers can be seen in natural surroundings, even if planted.
Judy Marshall

W.UDEN & SONS LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 HOUR SERVICE
EST. 1881
DULWICH
CAMBERWELL
FOREST HILL
NEW CROSS
SIDCUP
PETTS WOOD
BIGGIN HILL

375 LORDSHIP LANE, DULWICH SE22 8JJ
265 SOUTHAMPTON WAY,' CAMBERVvELL SE5 7EN
126 FOREST HILL ROAD, FOREST HILL SE22 ORS
109 NEW CROSS ROAD, NEW CROSS SE14 5DJ
64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT DA14 6DS
19 CHATSWORTH PARADE, QUEENSWAY, BROMLEY BR5 1DF
186 MAIN ROAD, BIGGIN HILL, VvESTERHAM, KENT TN16 3B8

020 8693 1526
020 7703 3212
020 8693 4160
020 7639 0252
020 8300 2002
(01689) 822291
(01959) 573130

Concerned about the increasing number of posters, banners and advertisements
which were appearing on railings and lamp posts in the neighbourhood we
wrote to Southwark Council asking what was their policy on fly posting. The
response from the Enforcement Officer in the Planning and Regeneration
Department was prompt. Fly posting is illegal but difficult to enforce. Once
notified of the location of the advertisements causing concern, he acted quickly
and the rash of advertising material at the crossroads in the centre of the village
disappeared straight away. The Enforcement Officer has asked that we keep
him informed of the location of any fly posting we notice. Obviously, we are
not going to notice instantly everything posted around the neighbourhood but if
anyone is aware of these unsightly notices and would like to let us know please
get in touch with any member of the Planning and Architecture Group of the
Dulwich Society.
Ian Mclnnes
Chairman

IMM
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7 /10 Chandos Street, London W1M 9DE
Tel No: 020 7447 9000 Fax: 020 7447 9001

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
BUSINESS ADVISERS
I
'The Ultimate in home cleaning'

Tel: 020 - 8777 - 9713
Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your
requirements.
MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of ladies are here to dust your blues away.
We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 07860 • 367 • 8S7
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We also provide a full range of taxation services
and specialise in strategic business development

Local Partner, Anup Dalal

Tel No: 020 8 299 4330
29

DULWICH IN 1839

PREVENT HOMEBASE DAMAGING DULWICH

A fascinating glimpse of life in Dulwich over 160 years ago is revealed in a
pamphlet published by Local History Reprints.

Over 3,000 people have signed petitions against plans to build a Homebase on
Dulwich Hamlet Football Ground, which was opened as recently as 1992, and
to build yet another new ground on Green Dale Playing Fields.

Called "DULWICH IN 1839", the booklet contains a brief history of the town,
including details of local schools and other amenities the neighbourhood had to
offer in the early years of Queen Victoria's reign.
It also lists all the principal residents of the parish, together with various trades
and professional persons living in the locality at that time.

The book reveals that in 1839 Dulwich boasted four inns and public houses;
The Crown, The Greyhound, The Half Moon and The Plough.
As well as having an abundance of ale sellers Dulwich also had a good postal
service with three mail deliveries a day from London, which arrived at the old
Post Office ran by Elizabeth Beamsley at half-past ten in the morning and at
half-past two and half-past four in the afternoon.
Many of the trades listed have long since disappeared, but in 1839 a number of
old crafts still thrived in the town, with the local blacksmiths, Alexander
Hutchins and Thomas Dudman, hard at work, and Thomas Bradshaw and
Thomas Winder busy making shoes.
Among the other long-lost traders who prospered in the area were Thomas
Bartlett, a cattle dealer; William Redman, fishmonger; John Shaw the village
wheelwright and Skinner & Closs, saddlers.
In the late 1830s Dulwich was still only a small rural village in the parish of
Camberwell, its main claim to fame being the location of "God's Gift" College
founded by Edward Alleyne in 1619.
One of the highlights of village life in the 1830s was the toy fair held in
Dulwich each year on the Monday after Trinity-Monday.
The publication also contains an interesting historical and topographical
account of the County of Surrey.
DULWICH IN 1839 costs £1.77p including postage and is available from
Local History Publications, 316 Green Lane, Streatham, London SW 16 3AS.
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In an unprecedented show of unity, four amenity societies have expressed
opposition to the Homebase plans - The Camberwell Society, The Dulwich
Society, The East Dulwich Society and The Peckham Society.
The application is of more than local importance as it involves the construction
of an out of town superstore style development in what is primarily a
residential area. It would also cause the loss of Metropolitan Open land through
a new football ground being built on Green Dale Playing Fields. East Dulwich
is currently served very well by firms supplying goods which are similar to
those sold in Homebase stores. In addition, traffic congestion is experienced on
the roads surrounding the site. Any increase in traffic would worsen air
pollution and there are four primary schools nearby.
Sainsbury's destroyed over eight acres of open green space when their store
was opened at Dog Kennel Hill. Another ten acres will be lost if the Homebase
scheme goes ahead.
Before the present Dulwich Hamlet Football Ground was built, Sainsbury's
declared in a glossy brochure aimed at obtaining planning permission for a
superstore: "As part of this scheme, the stadium will be reconstructed at its
present location which would safeguard the future of the club." Though the
club had a new ground nine years ago and the club's debts were cleared, a
leaflet promoting the Homebase scheme states: "ensure the safe future of the
Hamlet".
Yet another new ground for Dulwich Hamlet will not guarantee the future of
what sadly is an ailing and failing football club. A Homebase is far too high a
price for the community to pay to assist a poorly supported club.
Letters of protest should be sent as quickly as possible to the Case Officer, Mr
Mark Dennett, at Southwark Planning, Chiltern House, Portland Street, SE7
2ES.

John D. Beasley
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DIARY OF A GARDEN DESIGNER

"~hlnk I'll go for

An 8am meeting with architect, project manager and hard landscaper, in the
house of and garden of a German banker, was interesting. We looked at slate
and stone samples to relate inside with out, and agreed on where we will need
to confer, where not. Understanding professional boundaries and their overlap
will be essential for the smooth running of this major refurbishment. Unusually,
all four of us are women. Will this help?

the fl.sh!"
The Winged Fellowship Trust is the
leading national charity providing
respite breaks for carers and
specialist holidays for people with
severe physical disabilities, at five
centres nationwide. Guests are cared
for by a combination of trained staff
and volunteers, ensuring a one-to-one
care and companionship.
The strain of caring for a disabled
person can be enormous for both carer
and cared for. A break for both
becomes essential and over 6,000
people spend one or more weeks at a
Winged Fellowship centre each year.

Soiree
with 7fie

l]a{fiard 'Trio

in aid of
WINGED FELLOWSHIP TRUST
on Saturday 7th July at 8 p.m.
in St. Stephen's Church
College Road, Dulwich
Tickets £8.00

Tuesday
I started out early to pick up terracotta tiles and dark grey edging bricks to
show a client for whom I'm preparing a garden plan. Straight on into
Oxfordshire to collect armfuls of herbaceous perennials from a remarkable
wholesale nursery. The plants, all correctly collated and labelled in advance,
glistened with health and good husbandry, All bound for a woodland garden,
they include umbellifer Chaerophyllum hirsutum "Roseum", robust Thalictrum
rochebruneanurn and self-supporting Campanula lactiflora. As I dislike visible
stakes at any time, I choose plants or plant associations requiring none.
Wine and dine in the restaurant or
enjoy them at home.
At Olley's, they are conscientious
and have a desire to achieve
excellence. Even a humble dish of
Fish & Chips calls for the finest
ingredients, fried together at the
right temperature and always
served with a smile.
Remind yourself what
award winning Fish & Chips
really taste like.
®

(to include a glass of wine)

Tickets and information from

Mrs Joan Brander
58 College Road, Dulwich
London SE21 7LY
Tel: 020 8693 5373
Tickets available at the door on the night.
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Monday

FISH UPERIHCE
67-69 Norwood Road,
Herne Hill, London SE24 9AA.
Tel: 020 8671 8259
Fax: 020 8671 5665
www.olleysfishexperience.com

Wednesday
A heavy day of soil preparation in a waterlogged garden. The water table was
only 20cm below the surface in some border areas, though time will, I expect,
see it sink. If not, I shall extend the bog-lovers into these areas: Filipendula
ven,usta "Rubra" is already on order, and I have its dainty cousin, Filipendula
ulmaria "Aurea", awaiting. Its cut leaves look as refreshing as limes, and I look
forward to underplanting the blossoming pear tree with a frothing swathe.

Thursday
A flurry of phone calls between a dream client in Wimbledon, her landscape
contractor and me, interrupted breakfast. His worker got her rattled yesterday
by disappearing early, leaving in his wake some botched trellis work and
muttering something about Nottingham. Rather disconcerting. However, I hope
that things are now back on track; the landscaping has overrun by several
weeks and I have £6000 of plants to get ordered, delivered and put in before
the next deadline, June 6th. On this day a Brixton client's parents will celebrate
their ruby wedding anniversary in what is at present a mediocre garden, but
with promising bones.
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Friday
The fourth sodden day of soil preparation this week, with the usual light
diversion of concrete removal beneath driving rain. My dream client phoned
and all seems well. She is a dream because she has a sense of appropriateness;
she understands the significance of coherent style; and she wants a garden
which is seasonal, a garden to celebrate our beautiful country. (Not for her an
army of unrelated quick-fix exotics.) I hope I can achieve it.

Half Moon.

Poole J\tlordant
Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers

Small enough to care, big enough to deliver
Martyn Poole (Dulwich) 020 8693 7335
David Carey (Mottin.gham) 020 8851 2200
Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 020 7232 0707

36 St Olav's Court, Rotherhithe, London SE16 2XB
In association with Poole & Carey, Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors

OBITUARY
SIR COLIN COLE,
KCVO,KCB
A thanksgiving service for the life of
Sir Colin Cote, Principal Garter King
at Arms and a prominent Old
Alleynian, who has died aged 78, was
held at St Laurence Jewry Church,
Guildhall, City of London, on May 21.
Elder son of Captain Edward and
Blanche Cote, he was educated at
Dulwich College, Pembroke College,
Cambridge, and Brasenose College,
Oxford, where he read law. After
serving in the Coldstream Guards
during world War Two, he was called
to the bar at the Inner Temple where
he was made an honorary bencher.
In 1944, he married Valerie, daughter of a brother officer, by whom he had
four sons and three daughters. He returned to Dulwich to become Chairman of
the Board of Governors (1988-1997) and President of the Alleyn Club (19871988). His widowed mother lived in Dulwich Village until the 1980s.

DISPENSING OPTICIANS
IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION

BENETTON FLEXON GUESS? LAFONT
KOOKAI FRENCH CONNECTION

MODO CALVIN KLEIN HUGO BOSS
OAKLEY DOLCE & GABBANA PAUL SMITH
& MANY OTHER QUALITY FRAMES SPORTS EYEWEAR
CHILDREN'S FRAMES CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING

29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE21 7BN TEL: 020 8299 0230
Also 11t 41 NIMI C11v11ndish Streit London W1M 7RJ Tel: 020 7935 2124
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As Garter, an office created by Henry V before he embarked on the conquest
of France in 1415, Sir Colin was a familiar figure in royal tabard and carrying
the sovereign's banner before the Queen on state occasions, He was appointed
a Member of the Victorian Order, an award for services to the sovereign, in
1977, a Commander in 1979, a Knight Commander in 1983 and a Knight
Commander.of the Bath in 1992.
He listed his recreations as art, archaeology, architecture and wine bibbing and
over a glass or two of claret he was an entertaining conversationalist. He gave
variations of a self-effacing story about when he was Windsor Garter, one of
six heralds. At a state occasion at Windsor Castle he was announced properly
as "Windsor Garter Cote" which someone mistook Garter for carter and Cote
for coat and suggested he try the tradesman's entrance.
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Noting his educational background and the number of Brasenose scholars in
Dulwich, he was asked about Isaac Atkinson, whom two barristers who lived
locally, J. L. Rayner and G. T. Crook, described in the five volume
Complete Newgate Calendar (Navarre Society, 1926). They said Atkinson was
withdrawn from the college by his father for bad behaviour and became a
highwayman. He specialised in robbing lawyers riding to and from assize
courts and netted some £3,000. Arrested, tried and convicted, he was hanged at
Tyburn in 1640. Sir Colin replied wryly, "Before my time and before legal
aid." The college said more stiffly, "We have no such record."
The thanksgiving service in the city was very much in recognition of his
rebuilding the College of Heralds, which authorises and protects coats of arms
and is now open to the public, in Queen Victoria Street, as well as his service
as a sheriff and member of the City's Court of Common Council at the
Guildhall.
Brian McConnell

THE DULWICH SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
The Dulwich Society Newsletter appears quarterly, in March, June, September
and November. The deadline for each issue is the 1st of the previous month, so
the deadline for the next issue is 1st August. Contributions of any sort are very
welcome, for consideration by the Editor, either typewritten or on disc
(Microsoft Word format). Articles with illustrations (or ideas for illustrations)
are particularly welcome. Would potential contributors please give their
telephone number as well as their address.

CALt.OW

MAs-r!R LOCKSMrTHS

Professioru1l key-cutting service
All types of lodes supplied and fitted

TEL/FAX 020 8299 4737
Ua Lorchbip lane, London SIU #HF
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