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and December. The deadline for each issue is the 1st of the previous month, so
the deadline for the next issue is 1st February. Contributions of any sort are
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(Microsoft Word format). Articles with illustrations (or ideas for illustrations)
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Reed, c/o 63 Dulwich Village, SE21 7BJ (Tel: 020 8659 5776). Would
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celebrity flowers
t 020 8299 i 555
46 forest hill road, london se22 Orr
opening times mon-sat 9.30-5.30
modern and exciting designs for all occasions.
let us take care of all your floral needs for birthdays,
weddings, funerals, or a hand tied bouquet to say thank you.

celebrity flowers is also happy to provide mig kimpton
for demonstrations and workshops t 020 8299 i 555
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MEMBERS

A traditional English restaurant at Dulwich' s finest Inn
Mine hosts Barney & Sandra Maguire Wish you a Happy and
Joyful Christmas and invite you to visit The Villager Restaurant
Open daily for lunches 12.00-2.30pm with a constantly changing menu

Evenings: Monday - Saturday 6-10pm
Traditional Sunday roast served from 12 noon - 3.00pm
Christmas Bookings now being accepted

Now lice~sed for Civil Marriage Ceremonies, The Dulwich suite is a premier venue for wedding
recept10ns 1 banquets and buffets. Ideal for Corporate seminars, training and presentations.

73 DULWICH VILLAGE, LONDON SE21 7BJ
TEL: 020 8299 4976 FAX: 020 8693 8959
SIX CONTINENTS RETAIL
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K®A® Jeffries & Company
bartered Accou tants
18 Melbourne Grove
East Dulwich, SE22 SRA

Tel: (020) 8693 4145 Fax: (020) 8299 0326

DECEMBER 2001
Now to Jan 6th

The Golden Age of Watercolours: The Hickman Bacon
Collection. Exhibition at the Dulwich Picture Gallery

Saturday Dec 8th
(7.30pm)

Christmas Quiz. In Dulwich Gallery at 7.30pm Tickets
£ 12 Friends price £ 10 To include wine and seasonal
refreshments.

Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966
Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses

The Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery are organising
another of these highly enjoyable quiz evenings with a
Christmas flavour. Quiz master Kenneth Wolfe will be
keeping competitors on their toes with some great
questions on art, music, general knowledge, London and
other topics. The Friends promise that it will be
stimulating but not too hard! Make up your own teams of
six (ideally with a range of interests!) or, if you prefer,
you can be allocated to a team when you arrive. There
will be Christmas refreshments with wine and juice, and
time to socialise during the quiz.

General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT
Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice
and registered Auditors

MUL·HOClf

LOCKS'.\IJTHS

CALLOW MASTER Loc1,SMITHS

All TYPES Of LOCKS SUPPLIED

Thursday Dec 13th
(12.30pm)

FITTED

DDFAS lecture on The Floating World Of Pleasure by
M.T. Barrett. The Popular Art of Japanese Prints.
DDF AS at JAGS at 8pm. *

OPENING LOCKS
CHANGING LOCKS
SECURITY GRILLS
KEY CUTIING
ASSA, BANHAM, MULTILOCK

Established Locksmiths for Local Council,
Ministry of Defence and the Police
11 7 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich, London SE22 8HF
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Dulwich Picture Gallery Lunchtime Lecture - Surprises
in Store by Ian Dejardin, Curator. 12.30-1.30pm in the
Lindbury Room, Dulwich Picture Gallery. Free.

JANUARY 2002
Thursday Jan l 0th
(8.00pm)

DDF AS lecture on Sculpture - From the Archaic to the
Classical by C. Clements. DDFAS at JAGS at 8pm.*

Thursday Jan 24th
(8.00pm)

Jane Austen. In Dulwich Picture Gallery at 8pm. Music
and readings by Peter Medhurst. Tickets £ 16. Friends
price £ 13. (Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery)
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FEBRUARY 2002

"I

Feb 6th- April 14th William Beckford 1760-1844: An Eye for the
Magnificent. Exhibition at the Dulwich Picture Gallery.
Thursday Feb 14th
(8.00pm)

Valentine Dinner, In Dulwich Picture Gallery at 8pm.
Celebrate St Valentine's Day at the Gallery. Tickets £60.
(Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery)

(8.00pm)

DDF AS lecture on The Georgian Era in Ireland by
T.Duncan. DDFAS at JAGS at 8pm.*

Feb 21st- 23rd
(8.00pm)

The Dulwich Players present 'GASLIGHT' A thriller by
Patrick Hamilton. Mystery, suspense, and madness? 8pm
at Edward Alleyn Theatre, Dulwich College. Tickets £6.
For further details telephone: 020 7639 4084.

DULWI CH SOCIETY DONATES SEATS

by Alastair Hanton

The New Seat in
Gallery Road
Dulwich.

MARCH 2002

The Society has, over recent years, placed a number of high
quality seats around our area. They can be seen in the Village
d · G 11
R d
an m a ery oa ·

Members 0( the
Wyat~f~nuly
1
are slftzng on t1e
seat, with almost

Building on this, we have donated a seat outside Sydenham
Hill station (see photograph on page 8). It improves the
appearance of the area, and is a convenience for people
. . at t he station
. an d awa1tmg
. . a !'ft
home. It re fl ects our
amvmg
1
policy of spreading what we do well beyond the central part
of Dulwich.

the entire
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D~lwrhch.Soc.rety,
with
d ht err
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d
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surrounding
them.

Thursday March 14th DDFAS lecture Not a Bed of Roses by Y.G. Jones. The
Manufacture and Decoration of Papier Mache and Tin(8.00pm)
Ware. DDFAS at JAGS at 8pm.*
Thursday March 21st 'Highly Recommended Plants'. An illustrated lecture by
well-known plantsman Brian Hiley, arranged by the
(8.00pm)
Dulwich Society Garden Group. 8.00pm at St. Faith's
Centre, Red Post Hill. There will be plants for sale.
Friday March 22nd
(8.00pm)

Bruce Ford Recital. In the Gallery at 8pm. Recital by the
renowned tenor, Bruce Ford, with champagne and
smoked salmon. Tickets £24. Friends price £21. (Friends
of Dulwich Picture Gallery).

* DDF AS - Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society monthly lectures usually
illustrated with slides are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8.p.m.
at James Allen's Girls' school (JAGS) East Dulwich Grove, S.E.21., unless
otherwise stated, Coffee and biscuits 7.30 p.m., visitors £4.00, students 50p.

-6-

f

Secondly, we have donated another seat in Gallery Road, this Photo taken by
time at the southern footpath entrance to the Dulwich Picture Alastair Hanton
Gallery. This seat is in memory of Denys and Gillian Wyatt. in May 2001.
Denys, who was our Chairman and then President until he
died, was always keen to have a seat there for the
convenience of Picture Gallery visitors. The seat was
dedicated in May at a small ceremony with members of
Denys and Gillian's family.

If you would like to donate a seat in memory of a friend or
family member, do ask us (Alastair Hanton on 020-8693
2618).

-7-

THE
DULWICH
SOCIETY

WI
by Don Freshwater
Birds

94 PARK HALL ROAD,
WEST DULWICH SE21 8BW
ESTATE AGENfS
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Amocof~nttol
Letting Agent&

020 8670 8000

www.volkerandvolker.co. uk

The Dulwich Society Seat
outside Sydenham Hill Station

s

IMM

7/10 Chandos Street, London W1M 9DE
Tel No: 020 7447 9000 Fax: 020 7447 9001

Is Dulwich really in London? The autumn bird migration
records from the rest of London cast a doubt. Only a brief
sojourn by a former member revealed that up to October 6
there was regular passage of house martens, swallows, willow
warblers, chiffchaff, mistle thrushes, meadow pipits with a
maximum I 05 over Grange Lane allotments in little more
than an hour. Also of note were 24 pied wagtails on the
ground at Belair, pied flycatcher, spotted flycatcher,
stonechat, redwing. Of the foregoing only four species had
been mentioned by other members. A muted response on
AD2000 garden birds so far serves to confirm continued
decline or at best no change for house sparrows, greenfinches
thriving but other finches patchy or absent, thrushes holding
fewer numbers. Remainder of garden residents constant. The
current year shows a marked increase in house sparrows but
no change in other species listed in the September news.
During summer a common whitethroat sang for a month and
song was also heard from 3 blackcaps. In Frank Dixon Way a
green woodpecker was seen on a tree prospecting the
occupied nest of a great tit, no doubt for a satisfying meal. In
May at I 00 feet over Burbage Road a red kite flew.

Mammals

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
BUSINESS ADVISERS
We also provide a full range of taxation services
and specialise in strategic business development
Local Partner, Anup Dalal .

Tel No: 020 8 299 4330
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They may be well established still but are foxes fewer?
Hedgehog increase seems over for the moment. Wood mice
may abound in gardens and sheds but where are the other
mice, rats, shrews, voles and bats?

Amphibia
In pondless gardens frogs abound outside. At times they flop
into houses late in the day and on one occasion through wideo pen french windows a froglet, close to the house, made
modest progress to be followed by a large adult whose
purport was not revealed.
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Invertebrates
A modest year for stag beetles; 5 ladybird species thinly spread. A hard year
for wasps and flies but bees and hoverflies fared better. Crane flies up on last
year with 2 medium-sized specimens of the same species in May, 3 species in
the autumn - medium and large - the big daddy-long-legs abruptly ceased
window dancing October 5th.

A Great Brownings resident reported that for the first time ever she and
neighbours were being visited by crickets. A specimen was obtained and
submitted to the Horniman Museum where identification was made by the
Keeper of Natural History, Dr. Jim Brock, who gave his kind permission to
quote:

From the Horniman Museum an interesting off-the-cuff hazard by Dr. Brock
was that mites hitchhiking on the butterfly wings attracted ants which in turn
relieved the larger insect of a burden. More observations required. Can you
help?
To witness natural behaviour hitherto unrecorded, apparently, is a privilege. A
privilege moreover open to the resident who chances upon unrecorded
happenings in the natural history world. Then may a medal be self awarded in
acknowledgement to the man of Selbourne.

(J)Mi(]=1~(
Wildlife Recorder

'The cricket is Mecona thalassium - The Oak Bush Cricket. Bush
crickets find their way into houses at night time, when they are
attracted by light. This particular species lives on oak and many
deciduous tree species. It is unusual amongst British bush
crickets in being largely nocturnal, also in being mainly
carnivorous in habit.'
He goes on to mention that their incidence this year may increase following
successful breeding. They are harmless. Eastlands Crescent has reported one
recently.

Books/or all thefami(v

Gilbert White Award (Dulwich edition)
The scene is set on a fine calm day in August 2001 in a Dulwich garden where
sat the owners enjoying trees, lawn, flowers and, on the crazy paving by their
feet, ants marching and countermarching. A magical day, a drowsy day that
was ill preparation for what soon happened. The ants dispersed suddenly but
not quickly enough for a few to be enfolded as a peacock butterfly alighted
wings outspread and 20 inches from my shoe. All was still for four minutes
when wings were raised and five ants scurried away only to scurry back two
seconds later as the butterfly resumed its former position. During a stay of ten
minutes there were three such performances, suggesting species well known to
each other in a symbiotic activity. An observation so fortuitous shouted for
investigation. Accordingly approaches were made to local reference, butterfly
conservation, a university. Even the Cromwell Road bastions were stormed,
Replies are awaited from some, others had never heard of such behaviour.
- 10 -

Antiques Bought & Sold
Four Floors of Antiques
Open Mon - Sat 10-6
Sundays 10-5
Imperial House,
Jasper Road,
London SE19 lSJ
Tel: 020 8480 7042

l d Calton Avenue
Duhvich Village
London SE2 l 7DE
Telephone: 020 8693 2808
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THE
N AGE
WATERCOLOURS
THE HICKMAN BACON COLLECTION
Dulwich Picture Gallery until the 6th January 2002

by Rodney Alexander
It seems very appropriate that this exhibition should be held
in Dulwich Picture Gallery if only because the artists whose
work is exhibited were producing these watercolours at the
time of the erection of the gallery, built to house an earlier
collection destined for the King of Poland. This close
association makes the exhibition doubly interesting for the
residents of Dulwich who like most art lovers hold this period
of watercolour painting in high regard.
This appreciation of the practice of watercolour painting is
shown by the inclusion in a girl's education in better off
families in the 18th and 19th Centuries. But the widespread
popularity and the rise of good teachers must account for the
production of these fine watercolours. Nevertheless some of
us have our favourites which we consider to have superior
merits and in claiming this we ought to give our reasons for
this predilection.
The outstanding painter is John Sell Cotman, as witnessed by
the number of watercolours collected by the patron and his
appeal can be analysed in terms of some of the fundamentals
of design.

A Barge Beached near Battersea Bridge
by John Sell Cotman c. I 809
From the Hickman Bacon Collection
- 12 -

Pictures are invariably contained within a rectangle frame that
repeats the horizontals and verticals creating what can broadly
be called a pattern. A pattern is a picture where the repetitive
element is very obvious and thus brings unity to the picture
and makes for clarity.
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Scenes that do not consist of
recognisable shapes but whose emphasis
is more on a realistic and atmospheric
effect sacrifice the pattern element,
although they may gain an emotional
and imaginative appeal. In contrast to
Cotman, Turner in his later work
concentrated very much on atmosphere,
leaving more to the imagination.
The present exhibition consists of a
good blend of both. Many of these
watercolours will have been seen by
viewers in the many books on this
period, particularly Cox's and De
Wint's but it is a pleasure to view the
originals at close quarters, and is an
exhibition not to be missed.

All Building, Maintenance
and Repairs
• General Alterations
• Bathrooms & Bedrooms
• Electrical & Plumbing
• Roofing & Electrical Works
• Plastering; & Decorating
• All Insurance Work

Call now for Cl
free estimate
020 7820 0935

DULWICH
THE PIED
The Dulwich Players are getting ready to present their first
ever home grown pantomime to audiences at the Edward
Alleyn Theatre, Dulwich College, during the week before
Christmas.*
The Pied Piper, freely adapted from the traditional fairy tale,
has been written by society members Mike Foster and Lydia
Dickie.
The story is set in the village of Hameletin, in the district of
Dull Ditch. It concerns Leo, a wandering minstrel, who is
given a magic flute by Wizard Gromblebach, a graduate of
Hogwarts School, for rescuing him from a refuse bin.
After resisting the entreaties of two less than beautiful sisters
on the way to Hamletin, Leo falls for the charms of
Ambrosia, daughter to Flora Floribundence, the Millennium
Dame.
Leo uses his flute to rid Hamletin of a plague of rats hired by
evil Squire Grabitall (boo! hiss!), who is holding onto power
by his fingertips, after starting a foot and mouth scare to
postpone local elections. Grabitall's plan to scare the villagers
into a cheap housing estate, and convert Dull Ditch into a
huge shopping and entertainment complex are foiled.
But Grabitall does not give up easily ("oh yes, he does") ("oh
no, he doesn't"). After his housing estate mysteriously catches
fire, he uses the insurance money to turn the village into a
huge fast food centre. He ambushes Ambrosia, and affairs at
Dull Ditch go from bad to worse as Grabitall's goons, Fitch
and Chip, go on the loose ...

Cattle Watering by John Sell Cotman c. 1808
From the Hickman Bacon Collection
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The Pied Piper has been in preparation (on and off) for three
years. Various versions have been e-mailed backwards and
forwards between the authors over the last twelve months.
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"Vlunk I'll go for
th.e fish! "

Recent changes include the deletion of
the Prime Minister's adviser, Alastair
Campbell, and a gorilla. A pantomime
horse is still in situ, however.
A final version (number 11) will be
handed to the actors just two weeks
before the performance, in the hope that
there will be something in the news that
can be turned into a joke by then.

~
Wine and dine in the restaurant
or enjoy them at home.
At Olley's, they are conscientious
and have a desire to achieve
excellence. Even a humble dish of
Fish & Chips calls for the finest
ingredients, fried together at the
right temperature and always
served with a smile.
Remind yourself what
award winning Fish & Chips
really taste like.
®

FISH UPUIIUCE

67-69 Norwood Road,
Herne Hill, London SE24 9AA.
Tel: 020 8671 8259
Fax: 020 8671 5665
www.olleysfishexperience.com

Jeff Doom has agreed to direct the play,
fresh from a recent appearance in the
West End. Ali Dwyer promises an
exciting light show. Tom Richie, of
Forest Hill Home Improvements, will
co-ordinate building work back stage.
Dulwich Players chairman Jan Rae has
agreed to become production manager,
charged with the luckless task of
putting the whole lot together.

* Shows are

on at 7pm on Wednesday
19 December (preview, one price £5);
Thursday 20 December, Friday 21
December at 7pm (£7 adults, £5
children), and Saturday 22 December at
3pm and 7pm (£7 and £5). Donations to
charity will be made out of the
proceeds.
Tickets are available in person from
Brian Green, Art Stationers, Dulwich
Vi !!age, London SE21, or Adele
Corcoran, in charge of the box office, at
020 8670 9574.
More details on the Dulwich Players
are avai !able from its web site on
www.dulwichplayers.org.uk.
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What are you doing on Sunday afternoons? Could you spare one Sunday
afternoon a month to bring a little warmth into someone's life and have some
fun along the way yourself? Contact the Elderly is a small national charity that
is asking local people to do just that.
Contact the Elderly is a voluntary service that offers friendship and outings to
frail elderly people who live alone and are not regularly visited by family or
friends. Once a month small groups of volunteer drivers use their own cars to
collect elderly people and join them at a tea party at the home of a volunteer
host. Each month the same group of drivers and elderly guests enjoy an
informal social afternoon at the home of a different host.
Debbie Hyde has been a volunteer driver for Contact the Elderly for the past
year. She first became aware of the charity when she worked as the producer
on a London News Network series called 'Caring at Christmas'. Debbie has
found her volunteering experiences very rewarding. "I love driving for Contact
the Elderly because you meet such lovely, interesting people who have so much
to share with younger people. As I work in the week, it's nice to be able to do
something in the community one afternoon a month and the difference that this
regular outing makes to the lives of the elderly people makes it very
wotihwhile".
If you are interested in being a volunteer driver one Sunday afternoon a month
or a volunteer host once or twice a year, please call Linda Roberts on 020 8464
7994 or FREEPHONE 0800 716 543
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The Dulwich Helpline is an established local charity based at Kingswood
House, Seeley Drive, London SE2 l 8QR. The Helpline operates a number of
services which offer support to older people living in South Southwark which
covers Dulwich Village and East Dulwich.

INDEPENDENT DISPENSING OPTICIANS
IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION

French Connection OAKLEY BEAUSOLEIL DONNA
KARAN BOSS FaCE a FaCE CHANEL
nautica

Paul

Smith

FLEXON

agres b

Examples of services include a befriending scheme which helps reduce
isolation and loneliness amongst older people in the community. Funding for
this project was gained through the National Lottery. Other projects are funded
by the Health Authority and Social Services. These include a shopping,
gardening and transport service called 'Neighbourhood Care' and 'Homelink'
which runs groups ranging from chair exercise to art appreciation and
reminiscence. Our most recent project is called 'Up and Away' which provides
outings to places of interest and an opportunity to meet other people and
generally socialise.

DKNY AIR TITANIUM bolle Karen Millen
SPORTS EYEWEAR
CHILDREN'S FRAMES
CONTECT LENSES
NHS & PRIVATE TESTING
29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE21 7BN TEL: 020 8299 0230
Also at 41 New Cavendish Street London W1G 9TW Tel: 020 7935 2124 www.rogerpope.co.uk

Our work would not be possible without the ongoing support and dedication
from a splendid team of volunteers who freely give their time to help with one
or more of these services. Many of our service users no longer have family or
friends to rely upon in the community so the role of the volunteer is vital to
their general well being and self esteem.

W.UDEN & SONS LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 HOUR SERVICE
EST. 1881
DULW1CH
CAIYIBERWELL
FOREST HILL
NEW CROSS
SIOCUP
PETTS WOOD
BIGGIN HILL

375 LORDSHIP LANE, DULWICH SE22 SJJ
265 SOUTHAMPTON WAY, CAMBER\NELL SE5 7EN
126 FOREST HILL ROAD, FOREST HILL SE22 ORS
109 NEW CROSS ROAD, NEW CROSS SE14 5DJ
64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT DA14 6DS
19 CHATSWORTH PARADE, QUEENSWAY, BROMLEY BR5 1DF
186 MAIN ROAD, BIGGIN HILL, \NESTERHAM, KENT TN16 388

020 8693 1526
020 7703 3212
020 8693 4160
020 7639 0252
020 8300 2002
(01689) 822291
(01959) 573130

•'

Not surprisingly one of our main challenges is to continuously recruit new
volunteers to meet the growing demand in the community. Summer time is
notoriously difficult and we are currently experiencing a high demand for our
services. If you or someone you know would be interested in becoming a
volunteer to continue our essential work then please do get in touch to register
your interest. I will be very happy to discuss in more detail any aspect of our
work which may be of interest to you.

Side by Side Co-ordinator
- 22 -
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Sir Frederic!{ Everson
Chairman of the
Dulwich Society 1970-75
Sir Frederick Everson took on the chairmanship of the
Society when he retired from the Diplomatic Service in 1970.
The Society was young then, just four years old. It had been
through a trauma of disagreement between its first chairman
and its committee, it had suffered the untimely death of its
next chairman, the local historian Bill Darby; and Peter
Lawson was holding it together.
Sir Fred took over from Peter and was soon leading the
important negotiations for a Scheme of Management under
the Leasehold Reform Act.
He was a tall, urbane, commanding figure, with all the skills
of an experienced diplomat.
The Society's Executive Committee met in his home in
Peckarmans Wood. His term of office saw the Society's
membership grow rapidly towards one thousand households
with a solid structure of sub-committees covering the variou~
interests and concerns of local residents.
It was for me a privilege to serve under him as secretary of
the Society. We can all be grateful to him for securing the
young society's place in our community.
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Sir Frederick Everson died on 27th May this year
- 24 -

IN

Constable's Farm
in Court Lane,
Dulwich, 1900

AND
DIEVAL
by Rosemary Warhurst

(Southwark Local
Studies Libra,y)

Concluded from the Autumn 2001 edition
The court also considered inheritance cases for women. In
February 1334 the daughters of William Scott who had died,
Margaret, Johanna and Clemencia came before the court and
asked to be admitted to his land as the nearest heirs. They
paid 6d to the lord for an inquiry. Again the whole homage
considered the issue and decided that the daughters were
indeed the heirs.
Women appeared in the court rolls as brewers of ale. In
October 1333 the ale tasters presented 18 villagers to the
court for breaking the assize of ale. Among them were six
women. The villagers paid 2d or 3d for one offence and 4d
for two. It has been suggested that presentments like this were
a kind of licence to brew ale.
- 25 -
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Christina did not live for long after her dispute with Ingolphus. By January
1335 she had "lately died". In the manorial court a panel of villagers said on
oath that Christine's house with two rooms built on top and four acres of arable
land with its appurtenances should descend to her son and heir, Hugo. The
position of the house and land is unknown. Two acres were sown with winter
seed which was then growing. These acres were valued at 4/-. Not much
livestock was mentioned; one female and one male goose, value 1Od, and one
cock and one hen value 3d. There was a brass pot worth two shillings and
some small items. However Hugo was only fifteen years old and still a minor.
The lord of the manor would benefit from Hugo's minority since he would
have Hugo's wardship and marriage and could make money on it. The bailiff
was ordered to hold the land and give the revenue to the lord, that is the prior
of Bermondsey. However at the next court in May John de Wy came forward
and asked to take on the wardship and marriage of Hugo. He paid the lord 3s
4d.
Ingolphus the Carter had other appearances before the manorial court. In
February 1334 Richard de Berlynges complained that Ingolphus should have
enclosed with a hedge, land between himself and Ingolphus. Ingolphus hadn't
done it and so Richard had suffered 12d damages. Ingolphus did not deny the
charge and so it was ordered that Richard should recover the 12d. At the same
time Ingolphus was fined 3d by the court. In September he was one of four
villagers fined for damage to the lord's land.
In January of the following year Juliana Kachevach accused Ingolphus and his
wife Sabina of keeping three pounds of wool, value 12d, which belonged to
her. The case was continued in May and it was decided that Juliana had made
a false claim and so she was fined.
At the same court Ingolphus was accused that he felled, and carried away the
hedge on the lord's land at Wodeshere. We know where Wodeshere was. The
Gazetteer of Dulwich Roads and Place-Names says that Wodeshere was part of
the lands of the lord of the manor at Dulwich Court Farm stretching on either
side of Court Lane. The fields totalled forty four acres. Ancient oak trees stand
in Dulwich Park near the cafe. Maybe they were boundary trees marking the
lord's lands.
At Wodeshere Ingolphus appropriated the lord's land for himself and changed
the boundaries by five foot and more. He denied the charge and once more
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sought an inquiry. He was summoned to the next court and there the jury
decided that he was guilty and should pay damages of 12d. He was also fined
4d by the court.
There are signs of an elite in Dulwich among the peasants. Among those who
paid tax in 1332 were Richard and Roger Berling. Richard paid 8d and Roger
paid 12d. Both were mentioned in the court rolls as securities for other tenants.
Richard was voted "prepositus" or "reeve" in 1333 and 1334. Dulwich was a
manor in which the reeve was chosen by the villagers rather than being
imposed by the lord of the manor. The reeve was generally one of the more
prosperous peasants. He was responsible for overseeing most aspects of
farming in the manor from the sowing of seed to the welfare of the animals.
Hugo Brand was another villager elected reeve in 1333. He had been assessed
at 12d for tax in 1332.
We don't know the relationship
between Richard and Roger Berling.
Roger and Matilda his wife bought a
freehold house and land in Dulwich in
1329. This sale is described by Patrick
Darby in his book "The houses inbetween." Patrick Darby places the
house north of the pasture called
"Dylewyssch Wode" and between
College Road and Gallery Road on the
north of the South Circular. The land
was in Perifield which the Gazetteer
places in north Dulwich where the
Charter School stands today. Within a
year the Berlings had sold this house
and land to Amye! le Meleward.
These are the earliest records of the
Dulwich manorial court.

An ancient tree in Dulwich Park, near
the cafe. Was it a boundary tree
marking the lands of the lord of the
Manor? How old is the tree?
(Photograph by David Warhurst)
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4.
by Ian Mcinnes
1. Woodyard
At last! After more than ten years, five planning applications,
two planning appeals and much effort by the Dulwich
Society, the Dulwich Village Preservation Society and
Southwark Council, we actually have an acceptable proposal
for the development in the Woodyard. While there are still
some reservations over the number of houses, we have finally
moved away from spec builders' mock Georgian and have,
potentially, a fine scheme that looks as if it was designed for
the twenty first century. Particular thanks to Southwark 's new
conservation officer, Julie Greer, who persuaded the
developer, Wates, to see sense.

2. 516 Lordship Lane
Not such a good result on this site, the former off licence
behind the Harvester Pub on the corner of Lordship Lane and
Dulwich Common. While no one would say that the adjacent
council flats are great architecture, compared with the design
of the new flats they are a masterpiece. The new blocks
which go up to six floors and are surrounded by car parking
leaving almost no space for any greenery. Southwark must
have been asleep on this one. We deserve better.

3. Dulwich Hamlet Junior School
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A difficult one this. Everyone would welcome the
replacement of the temporary classrooms, which seem to have
been there for ever, but the design is not quite right. Victorian
architecture is always difficult to extend in a contemporary
way and the designers need to look a little more closely at the
propo1iions of window to wall and the shape of the windows.
It appears that money is available to do the work so,
hopefully, in a year or two we should be there.
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Success

Congratulations to local West Dulwich resident, architect Chris Wilkinson,
whose practice won British Architecture's top honour, the 2001 Stirling Prize,
for their Magna project in Rotherham. It was featured on the Building of the
Year programme on Channel 4 on Sunday, 21st October.

5. Floodlights at the Edward Alleyn Tennis Club
The application to install floodlights for the tennis courts at the Edward Alleyn
Sports Club was rejected by the planning committee despite officer
recommendation. Ward Councillors of both parties supported residents in
Turney Road and Burbage Road in overcoming this unfortunate proposal which
might have set a precedent for other parts of Dulwich.

AG
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'The Ultimate in home cleaning'

Tel: 020 - 8777 - 9713
Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your
requirements.
MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of ladies are here to dust your blues away.
'\Ve are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 07860 - 367 - 857

AGA
PLUMBING
&HEATING

All aspects of carpentry including
Fitted wardrobes
Fitted bookcases/cabinets
Fireplace surrounds
Interior/exterior painting
Decorating
Plastering
Tiling
References available

• The complete plumbing &
heating service
• Boiler servicing
• Drain clearance
• Corgi registered
• 7 day service 365 days a year
• Free estimates & heating
design service
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted
• 24-hour emergency service

020

299 3511

13 BEW COURT. LORDSHIP LANE. SE22
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SOME OF JOHN FORDHAM'S
RETIREMENT MEMORIES
John Fordham retired from the family electrical shop earlier
this year, ending a period of over 55 years in Dulwich
Village. His father first took over what had previously been a
cobblers run by a Mr Wright in 1946. John's father had been
a well-known comedian, Billy Fordham - 'the man about
town', who had appeared at the London Palladium on a
number of occasions. John and his brother Geoffrey joined
their father in the business after demobilisation. Together they
ran the shop providing kind and helpful service. Geoffrey's
death about ten years ago came as a severe blow to John but
he continued to provide the same personal service for which
Fordham & Company were so well known. When we heard
that John proposed to retire, we asked him to jot down a few
of his memories.
"My memories of Dulwich Village are more of people than
other things. Kitty Evans of 13 7 Burbage Road for instance she always had a twinkle in her eye. My father used to be her
favourite, both of them having the same sense of humour. My
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father was on the stage as
I as running the
It was
through his stage connections that he was able to put on shows for the residents
of Edward Alleyn House after the war. He really enjoyed doing it.
I have a recollection of George Dean, the owner of W.J. Mitchell & Co, the
builders who until recently had a large yard in the middle of the Village. Mr
Dean was something of a martinet; if he ever saw an employee smoking in the
yard he instantly dismissed him, probably because of the danger of fire to the
to the large stocks of timber held there at the time. Mitchell's plumber always
used to wear a frock coat and pushed a hand-cart. What a job with all the local
hills. I can remember seeing him in Sydenham Hill Road. You can imagine him
rushing to deal with an emergency! We used to handle their electrical
emergencies but we had bicycles - much more modem.
Next to our shop lived Mr and Mrs Clout. For many years he was the Dulwich
Estate bailiff and there is a memorial tree to him on the Common. Mrs Clout
very nearly reached her I 00th birthday. I remember her affectionately.
Whenever she had a fuse I used to repair it and correct any faults. There was
no charge - the payment was either a lovely pie or a plate full of sausage rolls,
yum! We used to look forward to her lights going out (pardon the phrase).
Another memory is of Roland Cooper who lived in Pickwick Road. He was an
- extremely jolly man, full of tall stories. I'm sure he must have sunk the entire
German army when he was in Italy! The shop next door to ours used to he
called the Village
Tuck
Shoppe.
Amongst those who
owned it, two stand
out.
One
was
Ronald Ficken. He
knew everything
that was going on in
the Village. Once he
had his car stolen
and spotted it
himself
being
driven in Lewisham.
He was followed by
Brenda Dawson and
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her husband Arnold. Brenda was a keen bridge player. I was always fond of
snooker and some of the shopkeepers held a regular snooker night at the Crown
and Greyhound opposite. A regular player was Frank Stone the village butcher.
Amongst the shopkeepers there was an annual cricket match, one end of the
village playing against the other. Brian Harmer was the cricketer amongst us.
The trophy was a huge wooden spoon made especially by the joinery
department of W J Mitchell & Co. We also had an annual Christmas party at
the Greyhound.
Next door to the Tuck Shoppe, now owned by Francis Jevons who specialises
in interior furnishings is Bartleys Flower shop. For many years it was run by
Vera and Howard Bartley. Howard, who was badly injured when his tank
caught fire during the war in Italy, was the brother of Walter who had a
greengrocer's shop at the other end of the Village and where his wife Dorothy
ran the original florists. Howard also ran his shop as a greengrocers. When he
and his brother retired, Anne and Sheila, Walter's daughters took up the
running of the business. It is now run by Stewart, Anne's son. The Bartleys are
now in their fourth generation in the Village.
It seems that the Village had plenty of characters amongst its shopkeepers in
my early days. There was the impecunious and rotund Mr Page who ran
Mercer's Stores, a delicatessen and off-I icence opposite. Then there was Mr
Richards who managed Price's Stores (now Oddbins) with the commanding air
of a Captain
Peacock. Another
eccentric
shopkeeper was
Mr Salkeld who
owned a second
hand bookshop
(now the beauty
salon). He was
extremely
knowledgeable
and might have
stepped straight
from the pages of .·
a Dickens novel.
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oole M:ordant
Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers

Small enough to care, big enough to deliver
Martyn Poole (Dulwich) 020 8693 7335
Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 020 7232 0707

36 St Olav's Court, Rotherhithe, London SEl 6 2XB
In association with Poole & Carey, Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors

He would sit on a cane chair outside his shop with a permanent drip on the end
of his nose.
In my early days in the electrical shop we would charge accumulators - a form
of battery filled with acid - used to power radios. The charge for this was 6d in
old money. We would repair anything. Apart from a display of electrical goods
in our shop window, there were often up to three cats laying asleep. My mother
had two passions, one was cats and the other was bingo! Before the days of the
large bingo halls, she caught the train once each week to the seaside and played
on the pier!
After our father died, Geoff ran the shop and I did the outside work. Geoff and
I were motorbike enthusiasts. We loved high-powered machines. I can
remember that
1'r,
we had as many
as SIX 111 our
garage at one
nY~
time.
1,-(~
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These are a few
of my happy
memones of
Dulwich Village.
I will remember
it particularly for
its fine trees and
entertaining
people."

E

E

Monday
A peaceful time at the Hannah Peschar Sculpture Garden,
Ockley, in search of a contemporary stone sculpture for some
clients. We have created a leafy enclave backed by a
crumbling old boundary wall, against which an abstract piece
will be ideal. The ground has been tiled in large squares,
alternating terracotta and black, which would set off polished
black stone beautifully. These sculptures cost thousands of
pounds so we shall take our time to choose.

(Eschscholzia
montbretias amongst the euphorbias, sages, convulvulus and white roses. I have
learnt a lot from her.

Friday
A great day spending other people's money at a large nursery. Lists spilled out
of every pocket in trying to keep track of what, how many and for whom.
Finally I indulged in some small spontaneous additions; hardy Fuschia 'Ariel',
with teems of tiny blood-drop flowers; the peachy Potentilla 'Daydawn' for
mixing in with lavender; and Molinia caerulea ssp. arundinacea 'Transparent',
whose name is far from. By the time delivery and payments were sorted,
exhaustion had set in; the drive home felt spacey. Too much fresh air.

Tuesday
A meeting with a client's daughter, ten, for whom I have
incorporated a planting area in a recent design. She looked all
through the RHS Encyclopaedia of Plants and Flowers,
sticking post-its on appealing photos with alarming abandon.
She selected an inspiring group of coloured pencils from my
box; milky pink, yellow, white and orange, contrasting with
sharp purple and blue. Now the hundreds of post-its must be
whittled down to a score: an evening task.

Wednesday
Horizontal sculpture this morning, edging a lawn with the
half-moon. This lawn had exaggerated curves, unrelated to
any planting or to the geometry of the house. It was satisfying
to calm the overall atmosphere by creating sinuous lines more
closely reflecting the planting alongside.

Thursday
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A long day of autumnal clearance prior to some new
perennial planting. This client loves all kinds of plants,
including - joy of joys! - those with orange flowers. She has
tall apricot irises, scintillating Californian poppies
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97 ROSENDALE ROAD, DULWICH SE2 I 8EZ

TEL; 020 8761 0018

RALL YOUR
FREE RANGE BRONZE TURKEYS
VENISON &GAME
FREE RANGE FARM FRESH TURKEYS
FRESH GEESE FRESH DUCKS
GAMMONS HAMS

AND LOTS MORE
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Allejrn's

Association

SPORTS

CLUB

Alleyn's School · Dulw!ch - SEH 8SlJ

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modern sports facilities.
The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, sports hall,
gym, two multi-purpose halls;
tennis courts, cricket nets.
Activities include: aerobics/step;
badminton; scuba diving; table
tennis; basketball; karate;
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
sessions
During the Easter, Summer &
Winter holidays Sports Experience
day camps & courses are available
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and
experience various multi-activities
and sports.

E

Surrey League Competitive
Badminton is played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also
available

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club Your know it's good for you!
Alleyn's Sports Club.Townley Road, Dulwich

'Broclwe{{ Ylrt Services
Established 1979

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING
Independent Dulwich Estate Agents since 1922.
We continue to provide friendly expertise in
Residential Sales and Lettings.

Contact James Davidson
232-234 Railton Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 OJT
Telephone/Fax: 020 1214 7046

Talk to Caroline, Sue or Charles about our free, no obligation
valuations, complete with marketing packs.
Visit our Internet site at:
www.spencerkennedy.co. uk
I c Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village, London SE2 l 7DE
Telephone: 020 8693 7835 Facsimile: 020 8299 0642
email: spencerkennedy@spencerkennedy.co.uk
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HAR.VEY&WlH!EElIER.

EST1855

27 DULWICH VILLAGE, LONDON SE2 I 7BN

serious about the internet
serious about selling
your house

email: sales@harveyw heeler. com

