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Relax. You're in safe hands. TO FOSTER AND SAFEGUARD THE AMENITIES OF DULWICH

Whatever pressures you deal with on a
daily basis, moving home can be one of
the most stressful.

And in our eight inter-linked branches
over South East Llondon, our
experienced teams are here to make the
whole process as easy as possible, right
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THE DULWICH SOCIETY NEWSLETTE

The Dulwich Society Newsletter appears quarterly, in March, June, September and
December. The deadline for each issue is the 1st of the previous month, so the deadline
for the next issue is 1st May. Contributions of any sort are very welcome, for
consideration by the Editor, either typewritten or on disc (Microsoft Word format).

West Dulwich

93 Rosendale Road
SE21 8EZ

Tel 020 8761 Q900
Fax 020 8761 9594
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Email swd@kfh.co.uk [ Articles with illustrations (or ideas for illustrations) are particularly welcome.
Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Nicholas Reed, ¢/o 63 Dulwich Village,
SE21 7BJ (Tel: 020 8659 5776). Would potential contributors please give their
Lo, telephone number as well as their address.
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If you require specialist and sympathetic advice that
encourages conclliation rather than confrontation,
then we can help. We offer a free twenty minute initial

consultation and hold a legal aid franchise to
conduct family work

209 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich, SE22 8HA

late appointments 6pm-8pm Wednesdays

www lordshiplane.co.uk/business/cliffords
Tel, 0208 299 3784

Members of the Solicitors Family Law Association and the Law Society’s Children Panel

INDEPENDENT DISPENSING OPTICIANS
IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION

OAKLEY French Connection DONNA KARAN FaCE
4 FaCE Agnes B DOLCE & GABBANA CHANEL
nautica FLEXON Paul Smith DKNY
AIR TITANIUM Karen Millen

SPORTS EYEWEAR CHILDREN'S FRAMES
CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING

bollé

29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE21 7BN TEL: 020 8299 0230
Also at 41 New Cavendish Street London W1G 9TW Tel: 020 7935 2124 www.rogerpope.co.uk

OFFICERS

Chairman
Adrian Hill, 4 Stradella Road, SE24 9HA Tel: 020 7274 4838
Viee Chairman
William Higman, 170 Burbage Road, SE21 7AG Tel: 020 7274 6921
- Secretary
Patrick Spencer, 7 Pond Cottages, College Rd, SE21 7LE Tel: 020 8693 2043
Treasurer
Russell Lloyd, 138 Woodwarde Road, SE22 8UR Tel: 020 8693 2452
Membership Secretary
Wilfrid Taylor, 30 Walkerscroft Mead, SE21 8LJ Tel: 020 8670 0890

MEMBERS

Chairman Planning & Architecture
Tan McInnes, 56 Burbage Road, SE24 9HE Tel: 020 7274 1226
Chairman Traffic & Transport
Alastair Hanton, 8 Gilkes Crescent, SE21 7BS Tel: 020 8693 2618
Chairman Trees
Stella Benwell, 38 Dovercourt Road, SE22 8ST Tel: 020 8693 1447
Chairman Wildlife
Judy Marshall, 7 Pickwick Road, SE21 7JN Tel: 020 7326 1362
Representative Local History
Patricia Reynolds, 15 Great Spilmans, SE22 857
Chairman Garden Group
John Ward, 135 Burbage Road, SE21 7AF Tel: 020 7274 5172
, Newsletter Lditor
Nicholas Reed, c/o 63 Dulwich Village, SE21 7BJ Tel: 020 8659 5776
Advertising and Distribution Manager
Margaret McConnell, 9 Frank Dixon Way, SE21 7ET Tel/Fax: 020 8693 4423

Website: www.dulwichsociety.co.uk
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Now to April 14th

MARCH 2002

William Beckford 1760-1844: An Eye for the
Magnificent. Exhibition at the Dulwich Picture Gallery.

Saturday March 2nd Wildlife Excursion. Meet Froglife’s London ‘pond

Thurs March 21st
(8.00pm)

March 22nd & 23rd
(8.00pm)

Friday March 22nd
(8.00pm)

doctor’, Nicholas Meade, in Sydenham Hill Woods on
Saturday, March 2nd. Nicholas will he talking about the
ponds in the woods and giving tips on how best to attract
amphibians like frogs and newts to your own pond and
garden. He works full-time as a roving troubleshooter for
Froglife an NGO that gives members of the public
inspiration and practical information on creating and
maintaining ponds that will attract and sustain a rich
variety of wildlife.

Walk the talk - which will last about an hour and is
suitable for all ages - from 2pm, meeting at Crescent
Wood Road entrance to the woods. Admission is free.
Waterproof footwear advisable.

Highly Recommended Plants. An illustrated lecture
by well-known plantsman Brian Hiley at the St.
Faith’s Centre, Red Post Hill. There will be plants for
sale. Arranged by the Dulwich Society Garden Group
Mostly Mozart. In Dulwich Picture Gallery. Semi-staged
performance by Candlelight Opera. Supper interval -
supper can be prebooked at the Cafe. Tickets £16.
(Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery)

Bruce Ford Recital. In the Gallery. Recital by the
renowned tenor, Bruce Ford, with champagne and
smoked salmon. Tickets £24. Friends price £21. (Friends
of Dulwich Picture Gallery)

Saturday March 23rd Lambeth Orchestra concert at St. Luke’s Church, West

(7.30pm)

Norwood SE27. Matthew Taylor - Overture: The Needles
Op. 26, Arthur Hinton - Piano concerto, Elgar -
Symphony No. 2. Soloist: Dan Franklin Smith (piano).
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Sunday March 24th
(9.30am to 2pm)

Sunday April 21st
(3.00pm)

Thursday April 25th
(8.00pm)

Sunday April 28th
(9.30am to 2pm)

Friday May 17th
(8.00pm)

Saturday May 18th
(7.30pm)

Sunday May 19th
(3.00pm)

May 17th to 25th

May 22 to Aug 26th

Saturday May 25th
(2.00pm)

Sunday May 26th
(9.30am to 2pm)

Farmers’ Market at Dulwich College (see page 24)

Cantores Roborienses in Christ’s Chapel next to the
Gallery. Choral and instrumental recital by choristers

from the Grange School in Cheshire. Tickets £5 include
tea and biscuits. (Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery)
Art is just another form of light entertainment. In the
Linbury Room. A discussion on modern art. Tickets £12
Students £7 to include refreshment. (Friends of Dulwich
Picture Gallery)

Farmers’ Market at Dulwich College (see page 24)

MAY 2002

Belgravia Ensemble of London. Music for violin, cello
and harp. Tickets £15. (Friends of Dulwich Picture
Gallery)

Lambeth Orchestra Concert at St. Luke’s Church, West
Norwood SE27. Grieg - Holberg Suite, Ibert - Flute
Concerto, Beethoven - Symphony No. 6, Pastoral.
Soloist: Charlotte Walls (flute) Croydon Music Festival -
Concerto Award Winner 2001

“1960s Architecture: The Walk.” A guided walk by
Ian McInnes, Chairman of Planning in the Dulwich

Society, who recently gave a talk on this subject to the

Friends of the Picture Gallery. Meet at the Tollgate in
College Road.

The 10th Dulwich Festival. For programme details visit
www.dulwichfestival.co.uk, or telephone 0208 299 1011.
Inspired by Italy: Dutch Landscape Painting 1600-1700.
Exhibition at the Dulwich Picture Gallery.

Tree Walk in Belair Park. Led by Catherine Olver,
Fellow of the Linnean Society. Meet in the car park.

Farmers’ Market at Dulwich College (see page 24)
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the 39th Annual General Meeting of the We try to ensure that the general amenity of the Dulwich area
Dulwich Society will be held at 8 p.m. on Thursday, 25th Aprll 2002, continues to be maintained. This is probably best done by
at St. Barnabas Church Centre, Calton Avenue, Dulwich, SE21 7DG plcklng specific targets and reviewing these regu]ar]y, What
we can achieve usually depends on making representations to

AGENDA other bodies, sometimes repeatedly, until things eventually

happen. We also value the observations of our members, or

1. Minutes of the 38th Annual General Meeting held on April 26th even their absence, to gauge whether we are doing most of

the right things. The appearance of Dulwich seems on balance {
to have improved in recent years but some aspects clearly still
. Chairman’s Report. need our attention. Our current "hit-list" is as follows: please
‘tell us if you feel it should be added to or modified.

2001, to be approved.

. Secretary's Report.

. Treasurer's Report and presentation of accounts for 2001 ; Pedesuian crossings

Several new crossings have been installed recently, after
representations by us and local residents. Their locations
. Reports from Sub-Committee Chairmen. include West Dulwich station, Paxton Green, Half Moon
_Elections for 2002-2003 Lane, Redpost Hill, College Road by the Picture Gallery and
) ) ) i ) now the prospect of one in Gallery Road. More are needed,
President, Vice-Presidents, Officers, Executive Committee. especially in the centre of Dulwich Village by the Hamlet
School, and to allow Alleyn Park to be crossed safely
between the Dulwich College playing field and West Dulwich

. Appointment of Honorary Auditor.

~N N R W N

8. Any other business.

Note: Nominati.ons for election as an Officer or Member of the station. The aim is to protect pedestrians while not frustrating
Executive Committee must be submitted in writing to the Secretary by car drivers unnecessarily. We are aware that at the South
two (2) members not later than fourteen (14') days.before 25th April Circular crossing near College Road the phasing of traffic
2002 and must be endorsed by the candidate in writing (Rule 9). lights continues to be wrong and are discussing this with

Transport for London (Street Management).
Patrick Spencer

Hon Secretary del@ routes
7 Pond Cottages ‘ We have proposed a network of safe cycling and walking
College Road routes throughout the Dulwich area. It will take some time to THE |
implement, but we have outlined where we think they should ‘
London, SE21 7LE tmplement, Y DULWICH
’ be and have secured support from the schools, the Dulwich
e SOCIETY

Estate, and Southwark Council. A system which does not
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adequately protect children is not going to be trusted by parents. Where
different categories of road and pavement users compete, proper protection is
needed in the form either of traffic separation or speed reduction.

Public transport

Railtrack have other problems too, but we try to encourage them to maintain
their stations, bridges and railway land to a standard comparable to the rest of
Dulwich. We have had useful meetings with them, and with the train operating
companies, over improved amenity and security at the stations, some of which
is now being achieved. Some of the road and bridge problems require liaison,
to include them, the local council, other authorities and the Dulwich Estate,
which sometimes takes longer.

Security

We support the local police and the network of Neighbourhood Watch which
they have sponsored. The incidence of burglaries in Dulwich has declined
considerably, but regrettably street offences, including personal attacks, and a
number of serious recent carjacking incidents have increased. Closer
monitoring and better lighting of public areas, especially around railway
stations and bus-stops, will help. So does having more people around in the
evenings, which is an additional advantage of having more cafés and
restaurants open in the Village.

Street clutter

This creates an offence to the eye which is not always evident to those who
cause it. Corporate bodies and local authority departments need reminding,
quite as frequently as do individual people, that there are perfectly adequate
ways of drawing public attention both to events and hazards, particularly in a
conservation area, without putting up ugly notices. By contrast nearly all of our
local traders restrain themselves admirably, as if realizing that in a Dulwich
environment modestly appropriate display is likely to gain more than lurid
advertisement. -

Fly-posters need suppressing ruthlessly whenever they appear. Direct action is
often justifiable. The Council has undertaken to co-operate promptly when
informed, and in the last resort may have powers to prosecute. Lambeth
Council has recently introduced a street clutter removal team, patrolling with an
open truck into which to pile offending matter. An element of competition with
Southwark would be welcome,

- 8-

Architectural standards

The new houses to be built on the Woodyard site will occupy almost the last
available building site in Dulwich. We approve of the style eventually chosen,
after a battle over more than ten years with successive potential developers.
The Scheme of Management claims to control what is done with existing
properties but does not cover new development. Dulwich has become an ever
more desirable part of London in which to live, and we shall be increasingly
critical of any new proposals which are no better than contract builders' basic.
In the past we have not always succeeded.

Trees and open spaces

The green open aspect of Dulwich is its principal attraction. Protection is likely
to continue under Southwark's new Unitary Development Plan, but we must
never underestimate the ingenuity of developers. With the co-operation of
Southwark Council and the Dulwich Estate we guard our trees jealously and
our funds contribute to their increase. The playing fields and other open spaces
in which trees grow need protecting too.

Wider Dulwich

What happens near and beyond the line of the Dulwich Estate affects our
amenity as much as what happens in the Village. We applaud the
improvements on the Kingswood Estate and the new conservation areas in
North and West Dulwich, and remain concerned about the futures of
Kingswood House, Crystal Palace Park, the Carnegie Library, Dulwich
Hospital, the Grove Vale Depot and the Homebase proposals in Dog Kennel
Hill.




Books for all the family

Ld Calton Avcnue
Dulwich Village
London SE21 7DE

Telephone: 020 8693 2808

94 PARK HALL ROAD,
WEST DULWICH SE21 8BW

ESTATE AGENTS
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

G

020 8670 8000

www.volkerandvolker.co.uk
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SPORTS

CLUB

Alleyn's School .

Dulwich - SE22 8sU

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modern sports facilities.

The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, sports hall,
gym, two multi-purpose halls;
tennis courts, cricket nets.

Activities include: aerobics/step;
badminton; scuba diving; table
tennis; basketball; karate;
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
sessions

During the Easter, Summer &
Winter holidays Sports Experience
day camps & courses are available
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and
experience various multi-activities
and sports.

Surrey League Competitive
" Badminton is. played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also
available

Keep fit at Alleyn’s Sports Club -
Your know it’s good for you!

Alleyn’s Sparts Club, Townley Road, Dulwich

Tel: (020) 8693 9715
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First the good news.

Park management

We are very pleased that Rosie Thornton, who has already
worked in the park as a ranger, has now been appointed Park
Manager. She will have a staff of seven rangers allocated
exclusively to Dulwich Park and will have access to
additional back-up services from Southwark Council, for
specialist purposes such as playground and tree maintenance.

The Pavilion Café

The café by the lake has been taken over, since 1st
November, on a fifteen-year lease by three local ladies:
Domani Cowlam, Satu MacDonald and Sacha Cowlam, who
are determined to offer a higher standard of catering than has
been available hitherto. They have a major refurbishment

Dulwich Park

c 1910
(Photograph
courtesy of
Keith Holdaway)

THE
DULWICH
SOCIETY
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plan, displayed in the café, and have engaged local architects to carry out
extensive renovations. These will retain the character of the existing building
while greatly enhancing its facilities.

The food which they already provide in the café each day is freshly made and
cooked from high-quality ingredients. Prices have had to rise a bit to support
this improvement, but the cost of tea, coffee and buns compares favourably
with refreshments of this quality obtainable elsewhere. Public response to the
improvement has been positive, as the prevailing level of demand bears out.
This initiative to upgrade what is provided at a pleasant location in the park
seems entirely right, as we hope that many of our members will soon confirm
for themselves. We wish the new managers every success.

Heritage Lottery Fund application

Southwark Council will soon be submitting the first stage of a bid to fund
eventual capital expenditure of £4.7 million in Dulwich Park, for total
renovation of its infrastructure. The process of obtaining consultancy reports
leading up to this has been lengthy and expensive but we fervently hope that
the application now succeeds, because the prospect for any major improvement
in the state of the park depends on it.

Now the less good news.

Council expenditure

More than a year ago the Council conducted a "best value" review of all its
leisure services in Southwark, followed by a detailed Cabinet report which
concluded that its major parks have been seriously underfunded for a long time.
Unfortunately this came on the full Council's agenda just at the time when it
was deciding how to deal with a substantial cash shortfall for the coming year.
The outcome was that Cabinet recommendations for improvements in park
management were "noted", but the parks were required to find "efficiency
savings" of 5 per cent of budget. This seems to mean that total current
expenditure will actually be reduced, partly by re-organizing the rangers'
activities and perhaps by a more extensive "borough-wide" maintenance
contract, which the Council acknowledges will not be welcomed locally.

To counter some of the effect of this cut-back, the Council has made specific
capital grants to some of the smaller parks (including £200,000 to Belair, which
is distinctly good news) and has put money into the Lottery Fund applications,

12 -

including that for Dulwich Park. The Council should remain sensitive to the
fact that the Heritage Lottery Fund Committee is known to seek assurances, to
support applications for capital grants, that satisfactory provisions have been
made to maintain improvements.

Car parking

In parallel with the Lottery Fund bid, the Council is now also likely to put
money toward the car parking proposals drawn up by the Dulwich Park
Friends, as evidence of "matching funding". Survey work for the car park is
already taking place.

The park lodges

Renovation of both lodges has been included in the Lottery Fund bid. This
depends, however, on resolving the legal status of the lodges. The Dulwich
Society and the Dulwich Park Friends have received no substantive answer to
their appeal to the District Auditor in June last year to look into this matter,
which has remained unsettled for nearly four years. We have now renewed this
appeal as a matter of urgency.

Dulwich Park Lodge c1910
(Photograph courtesy of Keith Holdaway)
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The Dulwich Park Fair

We understand that last summer's Fair lost about £100,000, which brings total
losses over four years to more than £450,000. A "consultation" meeting about
a Fair this summer was due to have been held on 19 November, but was
cancelled at the last moment. At that time we heard that Kevin Brown,
Southwark Council's Events Manager, had resigned and that the Council had
not agreed to provide a budget for this year's Fair. We concluded that the Fair
would probably also be cancelled.

Two months later we were told that that a new Events Manager had been
appointed and that a budget of £66,000 had been agreed for the Fair to be
reinstated. It will take place in the park on 22 and 23 June as originally
planned. Belatedly, a fresh consultation meeting was arranged for 7 February,
but it may be too late for Southwark to take into account the considerable
number of comments which we collected on last year's Fair. Perhaps it will be
scaled down this year, but this year there will be an admission charge to the
park on both days. So we await the event with some resignation, hoping that
the Council does not continue to make a habit of reinforcing financial failure.

A brighter note on which to end.

Dulwich Festival Event in the park Sunday 12 May

The Dulwich Society, the Friends of Dulwich Park and the Friends of the
Picture Gallery will support the Dulwich Festival committee in organizing a
small-scale village fair in the park on Sunday 12 May. We hope that as many
of you as possible will be able to attend. Unlike the Dulwich Fair, admission
will be free. We hope to raise some money to help pay for the proposed car
park and other local causes.

Poole ordant

Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers

Small enough to care, big enough to deliver
Martyn Poole (Dulwich) 020 8693 7335
Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 020 7232 0707
36 St Olav’s Court, Rotherhithe, London SE16 2XB

In association with Poole & Carey, Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors
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The Croton & @wepﬁmmﬁ

THE VILLAGER RESTAU

AT DULWICH’S FINEST
Open daily for lunches 12 - 2.30pm
Evenings Monday - Saturday 6 - 10pm

Traditionzal Sunday roast served
from 12 noon to 3pm

Whe Bulwich Suite

Now Licensed for
Civil Marriage Ceremonies

Premier venue for wedding receptions,
banquets & buffets. Ideal for business
seminars, training and presentations

73 DULWICH VILLAGE
LONDON SE21 7BJ

TEL: 020 8299 4976
SIX CONTINENTS RETAIL

8

All Building, Maintenance
and Repairs

) General Alterations

® Bathrooms & Bedrooms

) Electrical & Plumbing

©® Roofing & Electrical Works
) Plastering & Decorating

@ All Insurance Work

Call how for a
free estimate
020 7820 0935

4 Antiques Bought & Sold
1 Four Floors of Antiques
Open Mon - Sat 10-6
Sundays 10-5

Imperial House,
- Jasper Road,
London SE19 18]
Tel: 020 8480 7042

aspecis of caren ry including
Fitted wardrobes
Fitted bookcases/cabinets
Fireplace surrounds
Interior/exterior painting
Decorating
Plastering
Tiling
References available
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Crystal Palace CRYSTAL PALA@E PA

c1928

(Photograph by William Higman

LOEZ}’Z?j,yOg Bromley Council has been devoting a good deal of attention

Publications) and money to renovating the dinosaur area of Crystal Palace
Park, and recently invited committee members of local
amenity societies, including Dulwich, to see the effect of this
on the ground. Because most of this area of the park has
been fenced off from the public while contractors are working
there, most people have not yet had an opportunity to judge
the quality of what has been done. The sight of large spoil
heaps in another part of the park made some of us fear the
worst.

What we have seen deserves general congratulation, both as
to concept and the way it has been executed. The lake has
been cleared and the surrounding area replanted; the
dinosaurs have been restored, rejuvenated and added to; much

THE undergrowth has been removed and larger trees given a better
DULWICH chance to develop; the zoo has been rebuilt, but decisions
SOCIETY have yet to be taken about re-stocking it and who will manage

it; paths have been relaid and their surface improved. Most people will be
surprised and pleased at the extent of improved amenity. Completion of this
work is due in the late spring and the park should be fully open in the summer.
Some newly planted areas may remain fenced off until these are well
established.

Of course we had reservations. The new services depot on Crystal Palace Park
Road looks gaunt and too prominent, at least until it has been adequately
screened, and the new zoo building will need obscuring by foliage. The object
should be reinstatement, as far as possible, of a vision that has been
progressively fragmented over the past fifty years. The 1871 Ordnance Survey
map shows that Crystal Palace Park was a great unified ornamental display. It
had spectacular water features, with fountains and cascades down the hill, as
Paxton would have known at -
Chatsworth. A mammoth pumping
system fed water back to the top of
the hill to be recycled. Some relics
of the iron pipes, fountain jets and
water basins survive, but are now
of course far beyond recovery or
reinstatement. Part of a massive
stone basin has been cleared near
the new zoo building. This is
being protected but as yet there is
no money to restore it.

The unity of the park disintegrated
progressively after the Crystal
Palace was burnt down. Post-war
features imposed the most
intractable obstacles to re-
integration, especially with the
construction of the National Sports
Centre. This product of the '1970s
is now becoming obsolete, and the
lease on it from Bromley Council
soon expires. What replaces it will
be the next urgent issue.

Crystal Palace Terrace c1910
(Photo courtesy of Local History Publications)
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Meanwhile the top site and the terraces, the fate of which has quite justifiably
received most of our attention during the past four years, are being cautiously
re-opened to the public as open space. The panoramic views, both to the north
over London and in the opposite direction to the North Downs, are quite
breathtaking and should now be enjoyed by us as much as they were by the
Victorians. It is now highly unlikely, and increasingly unthinkable, that they
will be defiled by any gimcrack new development proposals, but we do have a
responsibility to define what should happen there instead.

Substantial money is needed to do properly anything worthy of the site. Just to
strengthen and renovate the magnificent terraces, which the weight of earth is
now threatening to push downhill, will cost about £15 million. The entrances
to the high-level railway station, below which there is a Victorian Byzantine
hall and passages which few public eyes have seen for years, are being
protected both physically and by preservation orders. The low-level station has
been expensively renovated. The high-level railway is now irretrievably lost,
since new housing estates have been built across the line. How the crowds of
Victorian visitors using the new public transport system would be amazed at
the way we now live among the ruins of their Imperial splendour - perhaps just
as amazed as some of their better-off predecessors were to go to Rome and see
Italians living among the ruins of the Forum.

We have more recent ruins still to admire in Crystal Palace Park. Ian Ritchie's
iron concert platform continues to rust on the side of the hill, some might think
not rapidly enough. Its loudspeaker columns are now apparently unusable,
because the wiring is corroded by damp in the winter and overheats in the
summer. Perhaps the whole structure will eventually crumble like the broken
hull of a beached tanker. The sails spread at concert time have always given it
a nautical flavour, if one can forget the incongruities of mixing the Cutty Sark
with the Torrey Canyon.

At least we are not now likely to be faced with the problems of disposing of a
much larger carcase on the brow of the hill. Those who were nearly seduced
by appeals to the "cutting edge of new technology" may reflect that they were
lucky to be saved from some of its worst mistakes. Let us now praise the more
successful efforts of Bromley Council in restoring the park, and continue to
support it in creating a more timeless grand design.
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Black Head from Inisheer by Norman Ackroyd.
Aquatint/Etching from ‘The Aran Islands’ 2002

NORMAN ACKROYD EXHIBITION

at Honor Oak Gallery. 52 Honor Oak Park, London SE23 1DY
Tuesday 26th February - Tuesday 2nd April

Norman Ackroyd was born in Leeds in 1938. From 1961-64 he attended the

Royal College of Art in Kensington, where he studied etching tutored by Julian

Trevelyan, and was a contemporary of David Hockney. He then continued his

Art training at the Slade and was taught by Anthony Gross.

Since 1980, he has had well over thirty solo exhibitions in major venues
throughout the U.K., Europe and the Americas. In 1989, he became an
associate member of the Royal Academy, being elected Royal Academician in
1991.

Norman Ackroyd's main preoccupation has been with landscape, chiefly that of
Great Britain and Ireland, and he has travelled widely in these countries,
particularly in the remoter and more rugged areas, which he favours. He takes
his copper.etching plates and nitric acid with him on his travels, and etches his
plates on the spot, in the open air, capturing the absolute essence of each time
and place.

The Aran Islands etchings featured at the Honor Oak Gallery, amply
demonstrate his qualities. They are a series of ten etchings published in
December 2001, produced by Norman Ackroyd during several visits to the
Islands.
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FOR THAT SPECIAL 6€

WE CAN SUPPLY

GLORIOUS CROWN ROAST
SADDLE OF LAMB
GUARDS OF HONOUR
FRENCH TRIM CUTLETS
STUFFED CUSHION OF LAMB
FRESH VENISON
PRIME SCOTCH BEEF

AND LOTS MORE
020 6761 0078

i

AGA
PLUMBING
& HEATING

® The complete plumbing &
heating service

® Boiler servicing
© Drain clearance
© Corgi registered
© 7 day service 365 days a year

@ Free estimates & heating
design service

@ Bathrooms & kitchens fitted
© 24-hour emergency service

020 8299 3511

13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22

Brockwell Art S ervices

Established 1979

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING

Contact James Davidson
232-234 Railton Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 0T

Telephone/Fax: 020 7274 7046
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by Rosemary Dawson

On 23 January the "strategic outline" case for developing the
Dulwich Hospital site was submitted by the Project Board, for
approval by the London NHS Regional Office. The
Community Involvement Planning Group has discussed its
proposal with the Service Providers Group, although the final
draft was made available to it only at a late stage. Malcolm
Alexander, chief officer of Southwark's community health
care, has efficiently chaired the committee.The most
important outcome would now be an assurance that an
intermediate care hospital will actually be established,
adequate to meet needs identified by the community.

A wide range of local interest groups has been consulted. The
statistical information available to them is inevitably
incomplete, which has made it difficult for them to assess
how much additional provision should be made, or the scale
of importance of particular needs in future. For this we are
still greatly in the hands of Health Authority professionals.
Part of the unfilled requirement will be met by the present
redevelopment of King's College Hospital, whose increased
capacity will enable it to handle more of the acute services.
These will be withdrawn from the Dulwich site over the next
few years and Dulwich will become the Southwark Primary
Care Trust.

Southwark is classified as one of the most socially and
economically deprived areas in the country, and consequently
South Southwark is a suitable place to promote a new
principle of delivering health care for Camberwell, Peckham,
Nunhead, Dulwich and part of Lambeth. Apart from
establishing the extent and variety of local needs, the other
key factor is now to establish the scale of funding which
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government is prepared to devote to meeting it. While the Dulwich Hospital
site remains available we would clearly prefer that as much of it as is necessary
should be used to meet the community's health requirements and the remainder
used for purposes which will complement the proposed service model.

No decisions have been taken on how much of this seven acre site is needed for
the proposed new health services. A firm of architects has been engaged to
carry out a site appraisal plan, and has produced a number of options which
depend on the decision now to be taken. When this has been established it can
be considered what other uses, whether more affordable housing or open space,
may be most appropriate for the immediately surrounding area.

CHARITY GIFT AID

Last year the Society decided to take advantage of the Charity Gift Aid scheme
which enables charities to claim from back from the Inland Revenue income
tax paid on subscriptions and donations. At present rates that gives us £2.10 on
every £7.50 subscription. Declaration forms were sent to all members last
autumn and I am grateful to more than 600 members who have responded.

If there are other members who are prepared to sign the form but have not yet
done so, please return the form to me as soon as possible so that I can claim
for this year’s subscriptions. If you have lost the form or have any query about
it, please ring me.

Wilfrid Taylor
Membership Secretary
Telephone 020 8670 0890

MAGGIE'S

'The Ultimate in home cleaning'
Tel: 020-8777-9713
Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your
requirements.
MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of ladies are here to dust your blues away.
We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 07860 - 367 - 857
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by Stella Benwell

As you see from What’s On, Catherine Olver is coming once
again to lead our tree walk and those who have been before
will testify what a brilliant guide she is.

I was sorry to see that Sir Frederick Everson had died and
would like to point out that there is a golden ash in Dulwich
Village by No. 60, planted in honour of his chairmanship.

An article in the winter edition of the Newsletter wonders
about the age of the oaks in the park. According to the Alan
Mitchell in Collin’s Tree Guide, the number of inches in girth
measured at 5 feet from the ground gives the approximate age
of a tree. I, therefore, measured the one in the photograph and
it measured 184 inches. However, trees grow much more
slowly as they get older, so I suspect these oaks are

- considerably older. The park was opened in 1890, so it is

highly probable that they were boundary oaks of the original
fields.

The Tree Committee’s next project is in Belair Park, where
we will be planting a dozen or so ornamental trees below the
mansion, such as cedars of Lebanon, acers, a tulip tree and a
monkey puzzle. We are also exploring with the Friends of
Belair Park the possibility of creating a small area of
woodland on the far side beyond the lake.

LETTER

Dear Sir, |

I was very interested to read in the Dulwich Society
Newsletter of winter, 2000, your account of the planting of
the tree tetradium danielli near Pond Cottages, in memory of
Jacqueline Galer. It occurred to me that I might pass on some
additional detail which I have, and which might interest you.
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My brother, Patrick Daniell, has a specimen of euodia danielli (sometimes
called tetradium danielli) in the small arboretum of his garden in Hampshire.
He planted it because of the family name and learned that it was named after
William Freeman Daniell (1817-1865), a naval surgeon captain.

Notes from the RHS Dictionary of Gardening 1974 refer to the sweet scent,
which you mention, an allusion apparently to fragrance of the leaves. China,
Korea. Introduced 1965 (Hillier), 1907 (RHS). Perhaps William Freeman
Daniell saw it in the east as he was serving in China in 1859-60. We cannot
claim his as a direct ancestor, but an interesting connection!

I shall have a soft spot for the Dulwich tree.

Yours sincerely,

Suoan Robinson (nee Daniell)

ULWICH FAE

For those who have not already discovered it, this is held in the grounds of
Dulwich College and is already establishing itself as a welcome feature of
village activity. It has the great advantage of being easily accessible on foot
from most parts of the Dulwich Estate.

The number of local residents who appear there regularly has pleased the stall-
holders and the organizers. Other markets have started in the surrounding area,
including Peckham, but it is a considerable amenity not to have to shop by car.
Continued success will depend on being able to offer fresh produce of greater
variety and quality than may be available in the supermarkets.

This country has still have some way to go to compete with France in this, but
if our farmers become convinced that here is a new opportunity to meet real
urban demand we should encourage it, for combining economic value with
distinct amenity benefit. Full marks to the Dulwich College enterprise office for
this.

The market is held on the last Sunday in each month, from 9.30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The next one is on Sunday 24th March, with further markets on 28th April,
26th May, 30th June, 22nd September, 24th November and 15th December.

_24 .

by Judy Marshall

Don Freshwater reports that house sparrows are around this
year. Perhaps members have already acted on the London
Wildlife Trust's hints for encouraging them that appeared in
the last issue of the Newsletter. Sparrows have been noted in
10 sites locally. These include Beckwith, Burbage and Turney
Roads, and Calton Avenue.

Swifts and house martens are back nesting in Burbage Road.
Chiffchaffs had reappeared by 20th April, starting the annual
mass immigration of birds which will continue well into May.

Don would be grateful for any records sent to him in any
form whatever. In particular he is appealing for local records
for the year 2000, to complete his Millennium Census. Check
the following list, and tell him if you were visited by any of
these species last year. Robin, wren, dunnock, blackbird,
thrush (mistle and song,) greenfinch, jay, magpie, crow, tit
(blue and great), wood pigeon. For the future give this list to
the younger members of the family in the hope that they
could be helpful with sightings.

Of course there are more unexpected visitors too. So look
them up in your bird book, or draw, photo or describe them
for Don. His address is: 24 Dulwich Village, SE21 7AL. He
will also give further information on bird movements last
summer. If you are interested, get in touch. In brief, the swifts
were seen to depart at the end of July, 2000. The house
martens went a few weeks later. The autumn migration lasted
until October,

We would welcome more ornithological expertise on the
Wildlife Committee. If there is a keen bird watcher out there THE

who would like to join us, get in touch with Judy Marshall: DULWICH
Telephone 0207 326 1362, SOCIETY
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Gallery Road has long been extremely dangerous, with fast
traffic and, some years ago, two people killed. Two recent
developments should now help. First, a refuge at the southern
end to help pedestrians and cyclists get into the Belair car
park; this also tends to slow down the traffic. Secondly, a

zebra crossing soon to be installed near the north end, which

will enable people from the Burbage Road area to get to
Dulwich Park and the Picture Gallery on foot more safely. In
addition, a proposal has recently been made for coach parking
near the Picture Gallery, using part of the wide footway on
the eastern side of Gallery Road. This would need careful
design, and might include features to slow the traffic. We
would be interested to hear your views?

Paxton Green After many years of dialogue, the pedestrian
crossing is now in operation, giving safer access to the Health
Centre.

Alleyn Park Vehicles go very fast on the stretch of road
between the South Circular and the Alleyn's Head. The road
is wide and this, combined with the speed of traffic, makes it
dangerous for pupils crossing to the several schools in the
area. Some ideas to overcome these problems have been
developed by local residents and we hope to work with them
and Southwark Council towards a solution.

Crossroads in the Village This complex junction has to
cater for heavy traffic flows and the needs of pupils and their
accompaniers going to and from local schools. It is right next
to the Village schools. In the morning peak the traffic backs
up far along Court Lane and in both morning and afternoon it
is difficult and hazardous for children to cross. Southwark
Council and Transport for London's Traffic Signals Unit have
now devised a scheme which will incorporate a pedestrian
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phase in the traffic signal sequence and a refuge in the northern arm of the
junction. The new phasing will also provide more time for vehicles to get
through the junction. If this is successful, it will represent a satisfactory
conclusion to many years of discussion.

Going home time!

Buses The "Hail and Ride" section of the P4 route through Dulwich is
unsatisfactory for many bus passengers and for London Buses. They propose to
introduce fixed stops, which will be designed to meet the legal requirement for
disabled access to buses. These designs will include some additional kerbs and
buildouts of pavements to prevent illegal parking by other vehicles at the bus
stops. They will also include shelters with seats at some of the stops. We have
stressed that these should respect the Conservation status of the area and not
display advertising. A "Heritage" design, as used in the City of London, is to
be used.

Trains and stations Railtrack are refurbishing the front of North Dulwich
station and Southwark Council proposes to landscape the frontage on lines
initially proposed by the Society's Planning and Architecture Committee. At
West Dulwich station there is a pathway leading to Acacia Grove. This is
narrow and badly lit. A cross-borough transport organization called Seltrans has
agreed to investigate the widening and lighting of this path.
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Schools travel We are talking to schools and to the traffic authorities about
ways of making it safer and more attractive for pupils to walk and cycle
between their homes and the many schools in the area. The problems caused by
the "school run" are obvious to everyone. We hope to be able to report some
progress in our next Newsletter.

North Dulwich Triangle The extensive traffic calming measures in this area
are now virtually complete. Residents of the dozen or so roads covered are
assessing the results.

Car parking in the Herne Hill and North Dulwich area Many commuters
to central London use the streets in this area as a sort of park and ride facility
as the train stations are on the southern edge of Zone 2. This, combined with
pressures from increasing car ownership, and the likely imposition of
congestion charging in Central London next year, has resulted in consideration
by the local council of a Controlled Parking Zone. The Society is anxious for
the process of consultation on this to be conducted in a thorough and inclusive
way. '

Junction of the South Circular and Coellege Road The traffic signals at this
busy junction are set in such a way as to cause intense irritation to many
drivers. We have taken this up with Transport for London, who have
commissioned consultants to find a solution which will not prejudice the safety
of Dulwich College pupils and others crossing the roads on foot.

Car Free Day, Sunday 22 September 2002 Across Europe many towns and
localities observe 22 September each year as "Car free day" or "In Town
without my car". They stage events such as road closures, street markets and
other street activities. The aim is to demonstrate the benefits to localities which
can come from less domination of our towns by traffic. Similar events have
been held in London in the last two years, and the British government has now
endorsed the idea and is encouraging local participation. This year September
22 is a Sunday and we are exploring whether we could suggest to Southwark
Council the closure of part.of Dulwich Village to cars that day. It could be
combined with a repeat of the successful demonstration of "greening" Dulwich
Park by the Friends of Dulwich Park last year. Several local traders have
expressed support and we will be discussing with other traders and residents as
well as the Council and the Police; and would like to hear our members' views.

On this and any other traffic or transport issues, do contact us
Alastair Hanton, Chair, Traffic and Transport Committee Tel: 020-8693 2618
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FIRE IN LOCAL CHURCHES:
WHAT CAN BE DONE?

by Nicholas Reed

London's Victorian Churches are an important historical
legacy. Even to those who are not churchgoers, they are
important as architecture, as history, and as a major influence
on our surroundings. The tragic fire at All Saints Church,
Rosendale Road, on the border of West Norwood and West
Dulwich, completely gutted the interior on 8th June 2000. The
fire was generally dismissed as an unfortunate accident:
doubly unfortunate when we remember that that Church was
the only Grade One Listed Building in the whole of Dulwich.,
Yet such "accidents" are becoming distressingly common to
local churches. It is less than ten years since St. Barnabas
Church in Calton Avenue, Dulwich was gutted by fire, just
two years short of its centenary. The damage to the structure
was so great that the whole church had to be demolished and
replaced. (We are told that the structure of All Saints may be
saved: let us fervently hope so.)

The still
smoking ruins
of All Saints
Church on
9th June 2000
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In 1982 Christ Church, Gipsy Hill, was also gutted, and on that occasion no-
one doubted it was arson. In the case of St. Barnabas, we know the vicar let a
tramp stay overnight in the church. The tramp had disappeared by morning, and
no-one knows whether the tramp started the fire deliberately, or whether it
could have been a cigarette he threw away carelessly. I also know of two
further churches gutted by fire in the last decade, one in Penge, the other near
Bensham Road in Croydon. This makes a total of five SE London churches
burnt down in twenty years: of which four were in the last ten years.

At All Saints Church, the electrics were originally said to have been in good
order. Yet because the fire broke out at about 5 in the morning, and there was
no sign of forced entry, the police have assumed it must have been accidental,
and most likely caused by an electrical fault. The idea that someone might have
concealed themselves in the building, and waited till all was quiet before
starting the fire, apparently did not occur to them. Perhaps for one obvious
reason. The police are charged with solving crime, and the more crime is left
unsolved, the more embarrassing it is for them. An accident does not need
"solving", except perhaps by the insurance companies. So that is presumably
why fires in churches are increasingly being diagnosed as accidents. Strangely,
one notices that rule is not being applied to schools, where virtually every
school fire has been attributed, no doubt rightly, to arson.

If some of these Dulwich fires were arson, the reason is not far to seek. The
spires of the churches dominate the scene around, and the arrogant arsonists,
presumably with chips on their shoulders, no doubted delighted in all the
coverage it received, on television as well as in the papers. Let us not forget
such acts are not always "mindless". Six of the ancient oaks at Sevenoaks were
blown down in the Hurricane of 1987, and were replaced shortly afterwards by
new trees. It was exactly a year to the day after the Hurricane that these
replacements were destroyed by vandals. That date was no coincidence:
something pretty evil is going on in minds which think and act so deliberately.
That same mindset also implies that other churches in this area are almost
certainly threatened.

All three burnt churches in Dulwich had prominent spires or apses which
dominated the surrounding area, and must have tempted the vandals. That
applies to at least three further Victorian churches in our area. There is no
danger inherent in naming them here: we trust that vandals do not normally
read the Dulwich Newsletter, and in any case it's the prominence of the
churches in their surroundings which make them targets in any case.
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All Saints Church, Beulah Hill, is one obvious target. Another is the highly
attractive St. Stephens, College Road, completed in 1867, painted by Pissarro
and photographed by Emile Zola. The third is St. John's, Auckland Road.
Given the threat, much more stringent precautions against fire should be taken.
At the very least, burglar alarms, smoke alarms, and perhaps sprinklers in
addition, should now be insisted upon by the insurance companies. And in the
knowledge that an attempt on one of these churches is still likely, we owe it to
future generations at least to ensure there is some sort of record of the fabric,
interior and contents of these historic churches.

I do not know what record there is of All Saints Church: for example, was any
photo taken of the elaborate stained glass windows, now irreparably destroyed?
We do, as it happens, have a record of the building and contents of St. Stephens
Church, because a detailed survey was carried out, over three years from 1989
to 1992, by volunteers from the Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society. At
the time, one main reason for undertaking surveys like this was that in case
certain items were stolen they might later be recognised. These appalling fires
give a whole new impetus to the need for such surveys. The report on St.
Stephens was completed in 1992, though a copy of it had to wait till June 2000

-before it was officially handed to the vicar.

[ronically, shortly after the
report was completed in 1992,
the whole church was
massively renovated. Almost
all the contents were shifted
around, and, for example, a
large number of ancient
vestments stored in a piece of
furniture are no longer there.
There is now a new vicar on
site, with, as it happens, new
vestments. Were the old ones
discarded once new ones were

bought? No-one knows. St. Stephen’s Church, College Road.
Following up such reports is Photographed by Emile Zola, taken from the
something which, up till now,  Norwood Society’s publication Emile Zola
has not even been considered. Photographer in Norwood 1898-1899
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The volunteers in societies outside London are busy enough as it is. In SE
London the situation is much worse: the Dulwich DFAS branch of the Church
Recorders group no longer exists, because since 1992 no one has been found to
organise it. (Any prospective organiser would be welcomed by their Chairman,
David Bentliff, at 0208 653 2083.)

Unless further fine churches are going to vanish from the scene, leaving behind
just one or two photographs of the outside, it is surely time to consider some
sort of emergency action to record what is still there. Stained glass, paintings,
memorials, woodwork, silver, metalwork and books can all be quite rare and
valuable: at least their existence should be noted, and snapshots taken of the
principal paintings, glass and other perishables. Now that it costs a mere £5 to
take and develop 36 photos, cost is certainly not a barrier. A more detailed
record could come later: two volunteers in five working days, and taking 100
photographs, should be able to produce a basic record of the contents of a
church. Thus, when another fire comes, as seems likely, we shall at least have
some idea of what has been lost - or what is threatened. But a preliminary list
might actually be a checklist of what should be saved first, if the fire is still
raging. Luckily, such a list was available at All Saints during the fire, and both
the church plate and the records were, thank goodness, rescued before fire
swept through the entire building. That luck cannot always hold.

In the meantime, let us not be "surprised and saddened" when fire breaks out in
another South London Church: it is, shamefully, to be expected. Precautions
against fire must be stepped up drastically, and meanwhile, at least a brief
record of local historic churches and their contents should be started as soon as
possible: to be completed, we trust, in months rather than years.

(This article first appeared in an earlier version in the Norwood Review for
August 2000. Ed)

OL @@ELE@E LAWN TENNIS

This is a long established club in Gallery Road, and in 1963 a tennis court was
turned into a croquet lawn and the croquet section started. The season begins in
April, depending on the weather, and anyone interested in playing croquet,
beginner or experienced, should contact: Gill Romney 020 8761 3924 or Pat
Wilson 020 8670 0377
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AN UNNECESSARY
JOURNEY I HAVE TO M

by James Davidson

It is almost 67 years since Leslie Newport, a legendary Sacristan at All Saints
Church, Rosendale Road, West Dulwich, set off on his hand built bicycle
across France on the Pilgrim route to Western Spain. He was still cycling to
church when I first joined the choir of All Saints in 1961 at the tender age of
seven. According to the late Ken Vernon’s History of All Saints, which was
almost totally destroyed by fire in June 2000, Leslie always used to bring back
little treasures from his pilgrimages, to be used in the observance of High Altar
Parish Eucharist. I just want to bring the church back.

That is why I am putting aside picture frames on Wednesday 13th March, and
picking up my bicycle frame, hand built by Herne Hill Bicycles, thence to
Lourdes and the Pilgrim route to Santiago de Compostela. With luck and better
weather than Spain has been experiencing so far this winter, I will reach my
destination on Good Friday, 29th March, with a little over 500 miles behind
me. The money raised will go towards rebuilding All Saints Church.

To follow my adventure you need only tune in to www.all-saints.org.uk as I
hope, technology willing, to be e-mailing photographs and text as I go. To
support my endeavour you can phone 020 7274 7046 between I lam-7pm and
make a credit card donation or better still, request a sponsorship form. To find
out more about the Pilgrim route of St. James an excellent web-site is that of
the Confraternity of St. James. (www.csj.org.uk).
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CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

18 Melbourne Grove

East Dulwich, SE22 8RA
Tel: (@2@) 3693 4145 Fax: (020) 8299 0326

Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966

Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses
General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT

Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice

and registered Auditors
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LOCKSMITHS
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CALLOW MASTER LLOCKSMITHS

ALL TYPES OF LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED
® OPENING LOCKS ® CHANGING LOCKS @
@ SECURITY GRILLS @ KEY CUTTING @
ASSA, BANHAM, MULTILOCK

Established Locksmiths for Local Council,
Ministry of Defence and the Police
117 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich, London SE22 8HF

MULTLOCK:
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DULWICH SOCIETY
GARDEN GR

ANNUAL REPORT 2001
by John Ward

Last summer the owners of nine local gardens were kind
enough to open them to the members of our group. We are
extremely grateful to them not only for their hospitality but
also for the wealth of information that they imparted to our
members. These visits are the highlight of our group’s
activities and we are truly grateful to the householders
concerned.

Our annual lecture was given by Anthony Noel, the (local)
author of ‘Great Little Gardens’ - which was also the theme
of his most interesting lecture. A large audience enjoyed a
most fascinating talk.

This year we adopted a different approach to our June outing.
Brian Jones, a former member of our group had moved to
Hampshire and suggested that we might like to visit four
‘National Garden Scheme’ gardens in his village. Our thanks
are due to Brian and other residents of East Worldham for
opening their lovely gardens specifically for our members. It
was a most memorable day. In the autumn we arranged
another visit to the Royal Horticultural Society’s gardens at
Wisley, which as always was very much enjoyed.

The theme of our annual competition was ‘a blue flower’.

- There were twenty five very different entries and an amazing

range of different blues. The competition was won by Ann
Lewis with a Delphinium, while Judith Ward came second
with a Cornflower.

The group has 250 members and we are most grateful to
them for supporting our activities so well. Thanks are also
due to our committee members and those who deliver our
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invitations, without whose hard work these events would not have taken place.
Special thanks are due to Claire Hamilton who for the last nine years has
arranged our garden openings and who regretfully has decided to give up this
work.

We are always looking for gardens to visit. If you have, or know of a neighbour
who has, an interesting garden and would like to share your gardening
experience and/or enthusiasm -with our members, please contact John Ward on
0207 274 5172 (Email JJBWrd@aol.com). You can also make money for your
favourite charity - on these garden visits our members contribute on a voluntary
basis to a charity nominated by the garden owner.

Reminder. Our 2002 gardening lecture will be given on Thursday March 21st
by Brian Hiley - a well-known exhibitor at RHS Flower Shows and with wide
experience in horticulture. Mr Hiley has been running a specialist nursery
growing unusual and exotic plants for 25 years. Amongst many awards he has
won the prestigious Hampton Court Tudor Rose Award on three occasions.
7.45pm for 8.00pm at St. Faith’s Centre, Red Post Hill.

[ONS INSF(

7/10 Chandos Street, London W1M 9DE
Tel No: 020 7447 9000 Fax: 020 7447 9001

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
BUSINESS ADVISERS

We also provide a full range of taxation services
and specialise in strategic business development

Local Partner, Anup Dalal
Tel No: 020 8 299 4330

- 36 -

by Angela Wilkes
Dulwich Society Wildlife Committee

It’s a wild world out there, in your garden. Not just because
all that rain in past months has made your garden a bit of a
no-go area, a cross between a mudbath and a jungle, but
because it’s even more of a sanctuary for our wild mammals
than most of us suspected.

More than half of all the mammal species found in this
country were spotted seeking refuge in people’s gardens
during a big nationwide survey. Some 43 species were
recorded, ranging from mice and shrews to wildcats and
otters, with evidence that some types of animal are
flourishing while other once-common kinds are becoming far
thinner on the ground.

Top twelve most-commonly sighted species list was headed
by mice (of all varieties), seen by three-quarters of the 4,000
people taking part in the survey, closely followed by grey
squirrels. Hedgehogs and foxes were seen almost as often,
but many garden owners reported that hedgehogs appeared to
be in decline in their areas. Only the hare seemed to be
disappearing more rapidly. Otters, on the other hand, were
reportedly on the increase - evidently continuing their
species’ huge turn-around success since the sudden
population decline of the 1960s.

Bats were seen by almost two-thirds of the surveyors, with all
UK species sighted. Rats came next on the top twelve list,
seen by nearly a third of the garden owners, followed in
declining order by voles, moles, rabbits, badgers and deer.
Shrews were the scarcest of the top twelve. Overall the most

THE
popular mammals in the garden were hedgehogs and red DULWICH

SOCIETY

squirrels, welcomed by 95 per cent of the surveyors -
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although both Scottish wildcats seen were 100% liked by those who recorded
their visits! Rats were voted the least popular visitors.

Nearly 20,000 sightings altogether, an average of five animals per garden, were
sent in to the survey’s joint organisers, The Mammal Society and The People’s
Trust for Endangered Species. But not all parts of the country were equally rich
in garden wildlife. East Anglia and Scotland had the most, Wales the least.

The age and type of your house also affects the number and range of animals
you are likely to see in your back garden. Big old houses and bungalows, with
large gardens close to natural habitats like woodland and farmland, attracted the
most animals.

What you grow in your garden is also critical in attracting visitors. Gardens that
had fruit and nut-bearing bushes and trees and wild overgrown areas that could
provide shelter from predators and the weather, had more wild mammals in
them than those that didn’t. Gardens of households with resident cats were also
shown to affect the type of mammals found, having fewer mice, shrews and
voles.

At present reckoning, UK gardens would cover some 1,500 square miles, an
area bigger than Suffolk, if they were all joined together. Unfortunately they
are not linked together and, in future, they are likely to become even more
fragmented, and their contents less attractive to wildlife. The Garden Mammal
survey report warns that new housing developments are bound to put yet more
pressure on struggling wildlife.

New houses, they predict, are likely to be allocated small pocket-handkerchief-
sized gardens which will further break up the area wildlife might use.
Developments on town fringes, spreading around the wildlife-rich gardens of
bigger, older houses, will maroon these assets even further away from
important semi-rural habitats such as woods and commons - so animals will no
longer be able to visit those precious garden oases.

So, next time you go shopping at the garden centre for your Spring garden
face-lift, think Deep Ecology and new wildlife habitats (eg. hedgehog houses
and bat boxes) rather than Changing-Rooms-style make-overs. Humans may
get a buzz out of the aesthetics of a heavily pruned and manicured garden: wild
mammals (and birds) clearly get nothing out of such surroundings, other than
the occasional worm. As for slash-and-burn garden-taming techniques, this
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survey just has to be a heaven-sent excuse for gardeners everywhere to spare
their hands and tempers and leave the nettles and brambles at the bottom of the
garden alone!

More information on how you can help British wild mammals from The
Mammal Society, telephone 020 74918 4358 www.mammal.org.uk and
enquiries@mammal.org.uk; The People‘s Trust for Endangered Species,
telephone 020 7498 4533, enquiries@ptesorg www.ptes.org

For a copy of the Dulwich Society Wildlife Committee’s list of trees, shrubs
and plants recommended for wild birds and small mammals in your garden,
contact Judy Marshall (020 7326 1362) or Sigrid Collins (020 8693 1223).

yulwich Picture Galle:

will once again be celebrating

Architecture Week

The culmination of a week of architecture-orientated events will be

A Family Day on Sunday 30th June
featurin
‘Sweet Buildings’

Create your own construction, a cake, biscuit, jelly ... into a replica of
a well known building or something fabulous and fantastical.

Jane Asher

will judge your entries in a marquee in the Gallery gardens.
To register an entry: £4 adult, £2 children

Further Information from: Ingrid Beazley Tel: 020 8693 6060
or email ingrid@beazley.netkonect.co.uk

This is a ‘Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery' event
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6i7ilﬂink I’ll go for

the figh!”

155

Wine and dineinthe restaurant or
enjoythem athome.

At Olley's, they are conscientious and have a desire to
achieve excellence. Even a humble dish of Fish &
Chips calls for the finest ingredients, fied together at the
right temperature and always served with a smile.

Remind yourself what
award winning Fish & Chips
really taste fike,

TERMOS o

" HSH EAPERIEACE

67 - 69 Norwood Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 9AA,
Tel: 020 8671 6256 Fax; 020 8671 5665
v, olleysfishexperience.com

The following article was spotted
by a reader in an English
newspaper in the Algarve in
Portugal.

The original advertisement from
Roy Brooks must date from the
1960s, but can anyone identify
the ‘Operatic Conductor’ or his
house?

FASHIONABLE
DULWICH

“A village of 2,000 squires” says
Fred M., the well known
Operatic Conductor, “you see
’em in the pub airing their
ambitions, their pretty young
wives left at home - it’s known
as the adultery belt ...”

A spacious family house, sunny
& fairly sound-proof “We’ve had
the Berlin Ensemble in the 1st
floor music room & none of the
neighbours complained.”

Comfortable 20ft. drawing room.
Good dining room. Kitchen,
Study or 5th bedroom, 4 other
bedrooms (1 as extra nursery,
kitchen or genteel sublet).
Modern bathroom. Garden, apple
tree and number of neglected
plants. £6,490 FREEHOLD.
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The new plague
to Alexander
Parkes at 32
Park Hill Road

The Local History Group of the Society has now drafted most
of its book “Who was Who in Dulwich”. One entry,
contributed by Patrick Spencer, is about Alexander Parkes.

In January, a plaque was unveiled to Parkes at 32 Park Hall
Road. Below is the entry on him, to which one might add that
he was buried, like so many important people, in West
Norwood Cemetery. Ed.

PARKES, Alexander. 1813-1890. Sometimes described as
‘the father of plastics’. He spent the last 5 years of his life in THE
West Dulwich - at 32 Park Hall Road (where a plaque in his DULWICH
memory was put up in January 2002), 8 Chancellor Grove, SOCIETY
and 61 Rosendale Road (where he died).

- 41 -




Born in Birmingham, he was apprenticed as an art metal worker, and became
head of the casting department of Elkingtons, manufacturers of metal products.

He had outstanding inventive abilities and registered over 60 patents of diverse
nature, including electro-plating, a cold curing process of vulcanisation, and
smelting of metals by blasts of hot air. :

His most notable achievement was to produce a semi-synthetic mouldable
plastic, which he called ‘Parkesine’. He exhibited models and household items,
such as combs and buttons, made of this material at the International Exhibition
of 1862 in Hyde Park and at the Paris Universal Exhibition of 1867 where on
both occasions he was awarded medals.

Unfortunately, the material was highly combustible, and his business failed.
The invention was refined by an American company, which re-named the
product ‘Celluloid’, and a fortune and universal name were formed ... but not
to the benefit of Parkes.

Descendants of the Parkes family at the unveiling of the plaque
at 32 Park Hill Road.
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[ am designing an imaginary rural garden, long and open. It
belongs to the landscape by following the lie of the land;
using native species; echoing some feature in the view
beyond; and highlighting the seasonal cycle. It will serve my
imaginary client by treating the native species glamorously;
creating security without blocking the countryside, providing
fortifying plant structure near the house; and abandoning all
fuss, froth, fashion, fiddle.

1. A deep mixed hedge, loosely clipped. Its depth and height
vary as it curves obliquely down and across the garden to the
far boundary. Its curve reflects the line of the horizon, its
changing fatness dictating the size of the garden spaces to
either side. It contains mainly native species, interspersed
with some of their more dramatic cousins. The black holly
llex x meserveae Blue Angel, along with our native holly,
will enrich the evergreen backbone; besides, as Laurence
Liewelyn-Bowen remarked, black is this year’s lilac.

2. Close by the house, abutting the stone terrace, is a
reassuring presence geometrically related to the building and
enjoyed from within. It is a stand of silver birch, closely
planted and artfully pruned to maintain filigree lightness.
Between and around the trees is silver-margined holly, llex
aquifolium ‘Argentea Marginata’, immaculately clipped in
interlocking blocks, waist high. This is the only variegated
plant in the garden, being unnatural. Near the house its
cultivated character is appropriate.

3. Grass. The garden floor is smooth grass. It follows the land
contour, its surface is even. It will be laid by specialists who
know the joy of an even, drained surface. The clients will be
persuaded to pay over the odds, since much of the planting
will be cheap. They will then be persuaded to take a relaxed
attitude to all things lawn. ‘

THE
DULWICH
SOCIETY
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4. Two specimen trees are sited in rhythm with singletons beyond the
boundaries. They are not pinned meanly to the sides, but placed well within the
garden. Some way down, in a grassy oval created by the winding hedge, is a
hawthorn tree, cleanly sculpted. Further down is a beech tree, whose
magnificent roots slowly erode the expensive lawn.

5. At the farthest end, a dark circular pond is concealed by the hedge. It forms
a diagonal with the geometric birch-stand by the house. The owners will be
persuaded to pay over the odds for the pond’s construction: waterworks are
tedious when they go wrong - and how often they do. A dysfunctional water
feature of any kind is disproportionately disappointing; if the river of life
cannot be relied on, what can?

6. There is box (Buxus sempervirens) somewhere. Neither formal nor in pots,
it may be a billowing bush or a delicate tree, slender and quietly glossy with
pale spiralling trunk and the warmest green foliage of all. There are no pots or
containers in this garden: the land is the container. The design is strong enough
to receive additions from the owners. It describes rather than decorates the land.
Where there are people, before long there will be decoration, and these clients
will be no exception. Indulge! It’s all yours!

Haly Moow

W.UDEN & SONS LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 HOUR SERVICE
- EST. 1881
DULWICH 376 LORDSHIP LANE, DULWICH §E22 8JJ 020 8693 1526
CAMBERWELL 265 SOUTHAMPTON WAY, CAMBERWELL SE5 7EN 020 7703 3212
FOREST HILL 126 FOREST HILL ROAD, FOREST HILL SE22 ORS 020 8693 4160
MEW CROSS 109 NEW CROSS ROAD, NEW CROSS SE14 5DJ 020 7639 0252
slbcup 64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT DA14 6DS 020 8300 2002
PETTS WCOD 19 CHATSWORTH PARADE, QUEENSWAY, BROMLEY BR5 1DF  (01609) 822291
BIGGIN HILL 186 MAIN ROAD, BIGGIN HILL, WESTERHAM, KENTTN16 38B  (01959) 573130
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Independent Dulwich Estate Agents since 1922.
We continue to provide friendly expertise in
Residential Sales and Lettings.

Talk to Caroline, Sue or Charles about our free, no obligation
valuations, complete with marketing packs.

Visit our Internet site at:
www.spencerkennedy.co.uk

¢ Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village, London SE21 7DE
Telephone: 020 8693 7835 Facsimile: 020 8299 0642
email: spencerkennedy@spencerkennedy.co.uk
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