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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The official notification and agenda are printed on page 1, 

of this newsletter in accordance with the Rules of the 
Society. The meeting will be at 8.0. p.m. on 5th March 
1981 in St. Barnabas' Hall in Dulwich Village and we hope 
you will be able to attend. 

Two members of the Executive Committee will not be standing 
for re-election at the A.G.M. The first of these is the 
Secretary, Rodney Maude, who is leaving Dulwich in the spring 
on retirement to a new home in Wilton, near Salisbury, and the 
second is John Cran who will be relinquishing his post as Chair­
man of the Membership and Publicity Sub-Committee. We are glad 
to say that Jeremy Webb has agreed to stand in place of John Cran 
and we will be proposing him for election at the A,G,M,, but so 
far we have no nomination for the vacant post of Secretary. A 
volunteer is very badly needed. We also still need someone to 
run the Social Sub-Committee which badly lacks support. We can­
not run the Society without help so please consider this seriously. 

Members are reminded that any nominations for officers and mem­
bers of the Executive Committee must be submitted up to fourteen 
days before the date of the A.G.M. in accordance with Rule 9. 
Where this results in a contested election the result will be 
determined by ballot. 

GOOD NEWS FOR NATURE-LOVERS! 

All those wno want to see our fine local heritage of natural woodland 
preserved and improved will be deligntea with the latest news about the 
Farquhar Roan woodland, which we featured prominently in Newsletter 50, 

Full details of the decisions taken as regards the future of this area 
are given on page 16. 
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THE DULWICH SOCIETY 

NOTICE is hereby given that the 18th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
of the DULWICH SOCIETY will be held at 8.0. p.m. on Thursday 
5th March 1981 in ST. BARNABAS' HALL, DULWICH VILLAGE. 

AGENDA 

1. Minutes of the 17th Annual General Meeting held on 
6th March 1980 to be read and approved. 

2. Chairman's report, including reports by the Chairmen 
of Sub-Committees. 

3. The Future of the Society. 

4. Treasurer's report. 

5. Secretary's report. 

6. Election of Officers for 1981/82 

a. Chairman 
b. Vice-Chairman 
c. President 
d. Vice-President 
e. Secretary 
f. Treasurer 
g. Executive Committee 

7. Appointment of Auditor. 

8. Any other business. 

Note: Nominations for election as an officer or as a member 
of the Executive Committee must be submitted in writing 
to the Executive Committee by two members not less than 
fourteen days before 5th March and must be endorsed in 
writing by the candidate (Rule 9). Nominations may

0

be 
sent by post to the Hon. Secretary. 

15 January 1981 

R, M. S. Maude 
Hon. Secretary 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS of The Dulwich Society 1981: 

All in St. Barnabas' Hall, Dulwich Village at 8.0. p.m. 

5 February: A joint meeting organised by the Trees Sub-

5 March: 

2 April: 

7 May: 

Committee with members of the South Eastern 
Branch of the Arboricultural Associdtion. The 
subject will be "Trees in the Local Environment" 
and a panel of experts will answer your questions 

The Annual General Meeting - see page 4 

A Members Meeting to which Dulwich residents who 
are interested in joining the Society or helping 
it with its various activities will be invited. 
Please come along and help to make this a friendly 
social occasion which will encourage new members to 
join and volunteer their services 

The Wild-Life Sub-Committee evening. Miss Margaret 
Brookes from Dorset will give an illustrated talk 
entitled "Adventures of a Butterfly Enthusiast'.'. 
Miss Brookes is a well-known writer and lecturer 
and the evening promises to be entertaining and 
informative. 

SOUTHWARK ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE 

An amalgamation of Dulwich Institute, most of Chaucer/Walworth 
Institute and half of Frobisher Institute took place on 1st 
January 1981 to form one adult education service for the Borough 
to be known as Southwark Institute, The Headquarters will be at 
St, Mary's Road, SE15 2EA under Principal, Mr. Jim Anders and 
Vice Principals, Lewis Saxton and Elsa Dobing. The main tele­
phone number is 639 1178 but for local service please contact 
the Dulwich Centre, William Penn School, Red Post Hill, SE24 
9JH, where the Head is Arthur Chandler and the telephone number 
is 274 8027. 

SOUTHWARK AND LAMBETH ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

We are asked to draw your attention to this Society which is 
based on the Cuming Museum, 155 Walworth Road, SE17, tel: 703 
3324. Free talks are given on the first Tuesday of the month 
(January to May) at 7.15 p,m, and they are offering a course 
designed as part of a series to examine the history of North 
Lambeth and Southwark. Illustrated lectures take place weekly 
on Thursdays from 7.0. to 9.0. p.m. starting on January 15th and 
finishing on April 9th. The course enrolment fee is £6.00, the 
course tutor Brian Bloice, and the location, the Beaufoy School 
Branch of Morley College, Lollard Street, SEll. 

THE BRITISH NATURALISTS' ASSOCIATION 

This Association and the Kent Trust for Nature Conservation have arranged a 
lecture on 'Otters and the Otter Haven Project' to be given by 
Dr Elizabeth Andrews, co-ordinator for the Vincent Wildlife Trust and the 
Anglian and Thames Water Authority, at Beckenham Public Hall (opposite the 
Church) at 8 pm on Tuesday 10 March. Admission 50p (OAPs and children 25p), 
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WILD LIFE NOTES 

Dulwich Park Lake 

Many kinds of wildfowl can be seen on the lake, some are intro­
duced birds and are pinioned, so they would normally be visible 
to be identified. Others are visitors, flying in and out at will. 
Listed below are resident (pinioned) species, followed by a list 
of species which have visited, stayed for a day or two or longer, 
then flown off. 

Resident (Pinioned) Birds Spring 1980 

1. Canada Goose 
2. Barnacle Goose 
3. Bar-headed Goose 
4. Emperor Goose 
5. Ross's Goose (note - people have mistakenly identified this 
6. Common Shelduck as a Snow Goose) 
7. Ruddy Shelduck (presented by the Dulwich Society) 
8. Paradise Shelduck 
9. American Wigeon 

10. Chiloe Wigeon 
11. European Wigeon 
12. Common Shoveller 
13. Australian Shoveller 
14. Northern Pintail 
15. Red Crested Pochard 
16. Rosybill Duck 
17. Aylesbury Duck 
18. Khaki Campbell Duck 
19. Ferruginous Duck 
20, Whistling (or Tree Duck) 
21. Fulvous Whistling Duck 

Free Flying Birds seen on lake Spring 1980 

1. Atlantic or Eastern Canada Goose 
2. Mallard (including 'eclipse' phase, and x-bred f with 

Aylesbury and Chiloe Wigeon) 
3. Mandarin Duck 
4. Tufted Duck (including f showing 'white blazA') 
5. Domestic Muscovy (Albinistic forms) derived from the Wild 

Muscovy) 
6. Cayuga Duck (derived from the Wild Mallard) 
7. Coot 
8. Moorhen 

The following free flying birds have been seen on lake over the 
past 12 years 

1. Whooper Swan 
2. White Fronted Goose 
3. Lesser Snow Goose 
4. Egyptian Goose (brown phase) 
5. Atlantic Brent Goose 
6. Russian Brent Goose 
7. Carolina or North American Wood Duck 
8. European Green-winged Teal 
9. European Pochard 

10. Great Crested Grebe 
11. Common Sandpiper List by John W, Toler, 
12. Grey Heron recorder of birds 

6 

A SPECIAL DULWICH SOCIETY EVENT 

ANNUAL DINNER 

The Annual Dinner for ladies and gentlemen of the 
Dulwich Society will be held at the Athenaeum Club, 
Pall Mall, on Friday 10 April at 7 for 7.30 pm. 

Tickets will be limited to sixty, and may be 
obtained from Mrs Pat Rich, 63 Court Lane SE21 7EF. 

The cost, which will include sherry, wines and port 
with dinner will be £12.50 per ticket and members 
are requested to include tneir cneque (made out to 
Mrs P. Rich) when applying for tickets. 

Gentlemen ~re requested to wear dinner jackets. 



WE HOPE YOU WILL BE COMING TO 

'l'J:!F. DlNNER. 

BUT WE ALSO HAVE TO REMIND YOU: 

THE DULWICH SOCIE~V 

'l'O FOSTER AND SAFEGUARD THE AMENITIES OF DULWICH 

These centre pages are 
designed to be pulled 
out of this Newsletter. 

Subscriptions for 1981 are now due, The centre pages of this 
newsletter are designed to be pulled out and returned with your 
instructions to the Treasurer. 

It would be of great assistance to our overloaded administration if 
you could deal with this small matter straight away so that we do 
not have to worry you with reminders later. You can pay in one of 
three ways which are, in order of preference: 

1, A straight subscription, in which case please complete 
Parts 'A' and 'C' of the form overleaf, 

2. By Banker's Order, This, of course, saves both you and the 
Treasurer a lot of trouble. If you do not already pay by 
this method please complete Parts 'B' and 'C' of the form 
overleaf. 

3. By Deed of Covenant, A bit more difficult for you, but best 
for us since, as a registered charity, the Society is able 
to recover income tax on subscriptions covenanted for seven 
years. If you do this we will guarantee no increase in your 
subscriptions during the period of the covenant. To effect 
a Deed you must complete all Parts 'B', 'C' and 'D'. 

Please select the system that suits you best, fill the form in now, 
and return by the next post. 
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THE CITY NATURE PARK AT FARQUHAR ROAD 

Since page 16 of this Newsletter was prepared for press, represent­
atives of the Dulwich Society have met members of the Ecological 
Parks Trust, whose scientific and educational experts will plan and 
operate the new city nature park. It is now evident that this is 
going to be an extremely valuable feature in our community, and it 
is one which will attract attention at a national level. 

There is however a great deal to do, and the Trust hopes that 
members of the Dulwioh Society and other local bodies will be 
willing to assist in the practical work of setting up the nature 
park. 

Chairmen of sub-committees of the Dulwich Society are accordingly 
being asked to look out for volunteers in the following areas: 

Practical work: helpers of various ages are wanted, who have 
talentst time and keenness as regards do-it-yourself woodwork 
activities, gardeners' skills, naturalists' skills, or other skills 
e.g. with neat outdoor signposting. 

History research: to seek out old local directories etc., to estab­
lish the names of those who lived in the fourteen or so houses 
formerly on the woodland site. To ask these former residents what 
sort of families lived there, and what sort of gardens they had, 
with details of what grew in the gardens. Also to locate old 
photographs of the houses and gardens and to tell us about them 
(we will arrange to have them copied). We also need photocopies of 
old large-scale maps and plans of the area, with a note on the back 
saying where the original may be seen. And finally, we are hoping 
to locate references to ancient methods of forestry and coppicing 
in the area. All these should finally appear in the introductory 
exhibition panel at the park. 

A PERSONAL APPEAL TO YOU! 

Work on the new nature park has already started. You may however 
not be in touch with any of our sub-committees. If you are in this 
category and would like to participate in this new venture (it will 
certainly be very interesting work) please contact the Secretary of 
the Dulwich Society Nature Parks Working Group, Mr John Westwood, 
13 Tarleton Gardens, London SE23 3XN. Tel. 699 0820. 

Alternatively, you may contact one of the other members of the 
Working Group, who will of course be glad to give you further 
deta:ils. See overleaf. 



Members of the Dulwich Society Nature Parks Working Group 

Chairman, W. Alan Barnard, 18 Doveroourt Road SE22, 693 6487, 
repre~ents Trees Sub-Committee, 

Deputy Chairman, Dr G. D. Howells, 7 College Road SE21, 
693 7226, represents Wild Life Sub-Committee, 

Secretary, John Westwood, 13 Tarleton Gardens SE23 3XN, 
699 0820, represents Publicity & Membership Sub-Committee, 

J. S. Snell, 142 Thurlow Park Road SE21, 693 2609, represents 
Planning Sub-Committee, 

Miss R. Davis, 118 College Road SE21, 670 3011, represents 
Wild Life & Trees Sub-Committees, 

J. Toler, 127 Sydenham Hill SE26, 693 6854, represents Wild 
Life Sub-Committee, 

J. Gaughan, 325a Upland Road SE22 OD11, 693 8195, represents 
Wild Life Sub-Committee, 

Mrs M. Westwood, 13 Tarleton Gardens SE23 3XN, b99 0820, 
represents Trees Sub-Committee, 

Desmond Cla,rke, 35 1-'ymers Mead SE21, 670 2680, represents 
Trees & Pla,nning Sub-Committees. 

TRAFFIC NEWS 

British Railways 

Members will recollect the apparently well-founded newspaper 
speculation last November which alarmed many users of West 
Dulwich and Sydenham Hill stations by suggesting that those 
stations were to be closed after 7.0. p.m. during the week and 
entirely at weekends. The Society was in the course of seeking 
elucidation when an official announcement was made stating that 
the stations would be closed on Sundays, and after about 7.30 
p.m. on Saturdays. These changes are proposed to take effect 
in June 1981 and, in the absence of any statement to the con-
trary, it is assumed that other stations in the area are unaffected. 

The Society deplores this further degradation of public transport 
services but feels that, since no-one who has sampled a BR sub­
stitute bus service on a "normal" Sunday is likely willingly to 
repeat the experience, complete closure on Sundays may not prove 
too. serious. Saturday evenings are another matter and the 
Society will be making representations to have this rescinded, 
pointing out in particular the virtual impossibility of making 
the journey to and from Bromley, Beckenham, etc., by alternative 
means of public transport. 

Pram and Wheelchair Ramps 

The Traffic and Transport Sub-Committee takes pleasure in 
drawing the attention of members to the ramps which have 
recently been installed at the intersection of Dulwich Village 
with Gilkes Place. The Sub-Committee would also like to point 
out that these ramps can only be of use to those with wheel­
chairs or prams if motorists exercise consideration by refrain­
ing from parking there. Just one thoughtlessly parked car can 
make it difficult or impossible for pedestrians to pass other 
than by mixing dangerously with the heavy traffic in Dulwich 
Village. If you are tempted to park in the space at the ramps, 
and have to go a little further out of your way, console your­
self that you will avoid the possibility of having someone else's 
accident on your conscience. 

HORTICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE 

The second anniversary of the inaugural meetings of the Committee 
is being celebrated on Saturday 16th May. Mr. Gerald Fairlie is 
opening his garden again at the Grange and on this occasion all 
members of the Dulwich Society are invited whether they have asked 
to be put on the register or not. There will also be a Bring and 
Buy Sale of plants in aid of the Hospital and Home for Incurables 
at Crown Point. 

Lambeth Horticultural Society. Those members who have membership 
cards for this Society will need to renew them for 1981. New cards 
may be obtained from Mrs. Pat Rich, 63 Court Lane, SE21 who will be 
pleased to send out new cards on receipt of a stamped and addreRsed 
envelope. 

We anticipate visiting several gardens in Dulwich during the spring 
and summer months and if any members are interested to receive 
notification of the dates and would like to be put on our register, 
we shall be pleased if they will get in touch with any of the mem­
bers of the Committee. 
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Dulwich Court Farm (Constable's Farm) o. 1870 

No, 3 in Patrick Darby's series on LOCAL HISTORY 

DULWICH COURT 

Of Dulwich's two reputed manor houses, only Dulwich Court 
retained its original purpose as a farm-house. After John 
Levar's lease of Dulwich Court Farm in 1573 (see Newsletter 
49), there were later leases of the same property (consisting 
of the farm-house itself and about 129 surrounding acres), 
but following Edward Alleyn I s purchase of the manor of Dulwich 
in 1606 it seems that the farm was temporarily split between 
different tenants, and indeed Alleyn himself may have lived 
at Dulwich Court for a short time, However, it was reconsti­
tuted in 1627 and leased to William Nicholas at £58 1/- per 
annum. The sites of the various fields cannot be given with 
absolute certainty, although their individual names are well 
documented, but the accompanying plan shows the most probable 
arrangement, which remained virtually unchanged until 1785. 

In the intervening years leases of the house and farm were 
granted to Nicholas Hunt (1640), Henry Stonestreet (1660), 
Michael Webb (1661), his widow Elizabeth (1681), and Captain 
Edward Le Neve (1694, 1700 and 1717). It seems that Dulwich 
Court was large enough to contain two households, for neither 
Mrs Webb nor Capt.Le Neve actually lived there, but granted 
sub-leases of a 'moiety' (half) of the whole property to diff-

12 

erent tenants, one of whom was himself directed to procure one 
or more undertenants 'fitly qualified for the serving and 
bearing of offices in the parish of Dulwich 1 • This policy was 
continued by the College, which in 1738 granted separate lea­
ses to Thomas Dodd and John Budder, but in 1743 the whole farm 
was leased to Budder alone. His widow, Mary, successfully app­
lied for a new lease in 1764, after pointing out that her hus­
band's family had been College tenants for nearly 150 years, 
but in 1785 the farm was again parcelled out between different 
tenants. 

Plan showing Dulwich Court Farm c. 1627 - 1785 
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The larger portion of Dulwich Court Farm, initially 76 acres 
but later reduced because of the growing population and conse­
quent demand for building land, became known simply as Court 
Farm. After a long period of tenure by William Johnson, it was 
taken over by Colonel Constable in 1842. According to Tom Mor­
ris, writing in 1909, the Colonel generally wore a broad-brim 
beaver hat, high shirt-collar, no neckerchief, and a smock 
frock, .. an~ always carried a 'spud' tied to a long handle to 
pick u~ the weeds as he passed through the fields. All but one 
of his . f'i:ve sons (the other became a Life Guard) and his three 
daughters: took an active interest in running the farm. The 
Colonel, eventually handed it over to one of his sons, and be­
came one of the College I s first out-door pensioners, dying in 
1877 at the age of 96, 

The Constables were virtually the last tenants of Dulwich 
Court, if indeed much of the old house still remained, for in 
1890 what was left of the farm was given by the Estates Gover­
nors to the newly-created London County Council, to form the 
northern half of Dulwich Park, intended as recreation space 
for the inhabitants of South London. It seems that in return 
for this truly remarkable generosity, the Governors asked 
only that some memorial to Edward Alleyn be erected in the 
Park, to which Lord Rosebery, Chairman of the L.C.C., is 
alleged to have replied that he 'doubted if the Council 
would entertain such unpardonable extravagance, but that it 
might consider putting up some stone, some very cheap stone 
which would not materially affect the rates, in honour of 
this great occasion'. There is no memorial to Alleyn in the 
Park that I know of, but one of the entrances is called the 
Rosebery Gate. 

CORRECTION, In Newsletter 47, the date on line 13 of page 14 sbould 
read 1638, not 1683, 

FUTURE ARTICLES on local history in this Newsletter will include 
Mrs B, J, White's titudy of the Horniman Museum. 

ESTATES GOVERNORS' MANAGEMENT CHARGE 

Those me~ers ~ho live on the Estates but whose property is now 
enfranchised will recently have received their first demand for 
the Management Charge which is properly levied under the Scheme 
of Management. The calculation which led to this charge is avail­
abl7 for inspection by any member of the public at the Estates 
Offic7s but ~e ha~e the permission of the Governors to reproduce 
the figures in this newsletter. See facing page. 
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ESTATES GOVERNORS OF ALLEYN'S COLLEGE OF GOD'S GIFT AT DULWICH 
SCHEME OF MANAGEMENT 21 JANUARY 1971~ 
CALCULATION OF MANAGEMENT CHARGE FOR THE FIVE YEARS TO 31 MAFCH 1 981 

ESTATE EXPENDITURE 
Amounts as shown in the 
accounts of the Estates 
Governors to 31 March 

Dulwich Woods expenses 
Trees (excluding provision for 
tree root damage claims) 
General Estate Maintenance 
(including expenditure on open 
sites throughout the estate) 
Roads and footpaths 

DEDUCT: AMOUNI'S RECOVERABLE 
OR NOT APPLICABLE 

Dulwich Wood Keys (as shown in 
accounts) 
Roads and footpaths 
General Estate maintenance 

NET EXPENDITURE FOR 4 YEARS 
EXCLUDING ADMINISTRATION COSTS 
MANAGEMENI' FEE AT 10% 

l311. 
5,237 

7,383 

12,520 
2,,213 

27,353 

1,229 
2,213 

671 

4,113 

121§. 

3,302 

11,055 

15,332 
1,298 

30,987 

1,238 
1,133 
1,241 

3,612 

1219. 
3,837 

11,905 

18,937 
185 

34,864 

1,209 
185 

1,982 

3,376 

TCYI'AL COSTS OF THE MANAGERS FOR 4 YEARS TO 31 MARCH 1980 

MANAGEMENT CHARGE 
(125% of four years' expenditure in accordance with section 
lO(c) of scheme of management) 

RATF.ABLE VALUES AT l APRIL 1980 OF ENFRANCHISED 
PROPERTIES AND PROPERTIES OWNED BY THE ESTATES GOVERNORS 

PENCE PER£ OF MANAGEMENT CHARGE TO TOTAL RATEABLE VALUES 

1980 
6,062 

11,810 

32,175 
374 

50,421 

1,233 
65 

2,122 

3,420 

Total 

18,438 

42,153 

78,964 
4,070 

143,625 

4,909 
3,596 
6,016 

14,521 

129,104 
12,910 

£142,014 

£177,518 

£2,276,921 

7,8p 

G V WHITE Secretary and General Manager 

REPORT OF THE AUDITORS TO THE 
ESTATES GOVERNORS OF ALLEYN' S COLLEGE 
OF GOD'S GIFT AT DULWICH 

We have examined the calculation of management charge for the five years to 
31 March 1981 and rateable values at l April 1980 and have received such 
explanations as we have required, 

In our opinion the calculation has been made in accordance with the requirements 
of Section 10 of the Scheme of Management approved by the High Court of Justice 
dated 21 January 1974 and the schedule attached thereto and the total rateable 
values represent amounts relating to the enfranchised properties of the estate 
of Dulwich and the properties owned by the Estates Governors at 1 April 198o 
as advised by the local authorities. 

1 December 1980 PANNELL KERR FORSTER Chartered Accountants 
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LOCAL WOODLAND TO BECOME A NATURE PARK 

The woodland at Farquhar Road (see Newsletter 50), which for so 
long has been surrounded with ugly corrugated iron fencing, is to 
have a future which will please all lovers of nature. It is to 
become an ecological park (city nature park) under the control of 
the Ecological Parks Trust, whose offices are at Burlington House 
(c/o the Linnean Society), Piccadilly, London W1. The Trust has 
issued the following statement: 

At a meeting of representatives of the Ecological Parks Trust 
and of the London Borough of Soutnwark on 4 November 1980, it 
was confirmed that approval had been given in Committee to the 
proposed development of an ecological or city nature park by 
che Trust on the wooded portion of tne site at Farquhar Road. 
A licence agreement for tenure is being prepared by the London 
Borough of Southwark. Meanwhile a gate has been installed and 
a key will be held by the Trust. 

Detailed plans are still dependent on confirmation of the 
location of the main access road. Draft proposals in an outline 
action programme include provision for a warden's hut and 
associated workshop area, interpretative displays, a children's 
play area and camp fire site, a tree nursery, a network of 
paths and trails and a management programme to include various 
types of woodland. A key factor will be establishment of a 
local advisory group and it is hoped that the Dulwich Society 
will be able to contribute significantly to this. 

The Council of the Ecological Parks Trust has also written to 
thank the Dulwich Society for mapping the site, and they look 
forward to close co-operation with us (and others in the area) 
on the development of the project. 
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