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Treasurer stressed the decision of the Executive Committee
that the current income and expenditure should not be
eroded. The resolution to increase the annual subscription
to £2 was carried w.i th one vote against.
The Officers of the Society were elected or re-electe1
and their names are listed in the centre-fold of this
Newsletter. Tqese pages may be detached and kept for
reference.
The Meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. and members then
enjoyed refreshments provided by Mrs Evans and her helpers.

THE ANNVili. GENERAL MEETING
'l1he

AGM ,;1as held on Thursday, 4th March 4982 in St Barnabas'
Hall, Captain Denys Wyatt taking the chair in the absence
of the President. Approximately 63 members attended the
Meeting, among whom we were delighted to welcome two of our
Vice Presidents, Sir Frederick Everson and Mr Charles Pearce.
The Minutes of the 18th AGM held on 5th March 1981 were
read and approved.
The Chairman opened the proceedings by inviting election
to the Executive Committee of new members in place of
Mr Low (Treasurer), Mr de Baerdemaecker and Mr Bahlard who
had resigned. They had all served on the Committee for
many years, and the Chairman thanked them on behalf of the
Society and spoke with appreciation of the hard and
productive work they had done. The Chairman welcomed
~r Harry Smith (Treasurer), Mr Darby (Local History) and
Mr Richard Still (Trees) as members of the Executive
Committee and Mr Kenneth Till as Editor of the Newsletter.
He mentioned that a volunteer for the post of secretary,
in place of Mrs Sheila Low who has continued to fulfil
secretarial duties, is still required.
The Chairman then invited the Chairmen of the SubCommittees to report on their activities during the past
year. The main points are covered in the Newsletters.
The Chairman concluded by thanking all those who ·have
given, and continue to give, their invaluable help to the
Society and its activities.
The Treasurer presented the accounts and balance sheet
which were unanimously approved. For those members unable
to attend the following extracts are:1980
4984
Income
£4,511
£4,539
Expenditure
1,238
1,430
Surplus
81
304
Net assets of the Society now stand at £2,424.
The Treasurer stressed that the increased surplus arose
from smaller Newsletters during the year, thus proportionately reducing the expenses of printing. This was unlikely
to continue as Newsletters would probably revert to their
original length.
The annual subscription of £1 has been maintained since
1973 and the expenses of the Society, which had been
contained within modest limits~ were likely to increase,
causing deficits probably in 1~82 and certainly in
subsequent years. Following questions regarding the
accumulated assets and the use of these reserves for any
aspect of preserving the amenity in future years, the
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LOCAL HISTORY
Preserved among the files of correspondence relating
to the Dulwich estates, kept at Dulwich College library,
is the following note, presumably intended for the
Warden of the College (who held the purse-strings),
and showing that cash-flow problems are nothing new:"My Mother will be much obliged to you if
you will be so good to send the money for
the potatoes by Mr. Bartlett I left the
Bill at the Colledge some time Back when
you was out by so doing you will much
oblige
Your humble servant
H. Crafter
Borough Market
Sept. 27th 1813"
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The author of the following article, Mr W.E. Storey, is
Chief Horticultural Adviser to the Greater London Council
and is a well known friend of the ·society, having been the
official speaker at a number of our meetings. Mr Storey
has also acted as adviser to the Sub-Committee on several
occasions besides having been the Leader of at least two
"Tr~es Walks" - a duty be bas kindly agreed to repeat on
Thursday, 1st July 1982 when, with his colleague,
Mr. Michael Cudd, he will be identifying some of the
trees in Dulwich Woods.
TREES
W.E. Storey, G.L.C. Department for Recreation and the Arts
Members of the Society will have noticed the recent
disappearance of a fine old Ash tree from near the College
Gate in Dulwich Park and may have paused to wonder why it
was necessary to cut it down. To destroy a thing of
beauty is not a decision easily or lightly taken, but
the stability of this tree had been a cause of concern for
some time and it was considered that the risk of it
crashing down in a gale had become imminent and too great
to accept any longer. A large tree, such as this was,
weighs several tons and the wind resistance of the vast
spreading crown, particularly when in full leaf, would be
likely to amount to a pressure of several more tons.
Normally, when everything is well, trees are so well
designed by nature that wind pres~ure on the crown is
transferred down the trunk and ab~orbed and disperse~ into
the ground by the anchorage roots.
Sometimes, if the ground is shallow or very wet, or if
a tree has only shallow roots, anchorage is insufficient
to withstand the strain of a gale and the whole plate of
roots and tons of soil can be torn bodily out of the
ground. This is perhaps not a very likely occurrence on
the heavy clay of Dulwich and was not a factor which
entered into the decision on the Ash. There the problem
was one of progressive fungal decay of the main anchorage
roots and base of the trunk, and by last autumn it was
plain that almost half of the main anchorage roots, all
on one side of the tree, had decayed to the consistency
of a wet sponge and had no holding capacity whatsoever.
It was thus only a matter of a relatively short time
until further inroads of decay would render the remaining
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roots unequal to the strain of a high wind and several
tons of timber would crash to the ground.
Of course, it would have been possible simply to
cut off the top of the tree and so reduce wind resistance,
but this would.only put off the final demise by a few
years and the thought of an ugly stump was not relishedo
Instead it was felt that as the tree had graced the park
for at least a century - when it was planted is not known
and it may have been even older than the park - and was
thus well advanced in the natural life span of its kind
it would be preferable to look to the next century in
the beautiful younger trees nearby.
Like all living things, trees are mortal and each has
its a\'m natural life spanQ Some will live a comparatively
short time, a Cherry for example can be considered old at
50 years whilst other species will go on happily for
many centuries, barring accident or disease. Of our
native trees, pride of place in the longevity stakes
must undoubtedly go to the Yew of which several specimens,
usually to be found in the safety of Churchyards, probably
started life in Saxon times and a few may well have been
alive when the Romans invaded. The association of Yew
with Churchyards is thought to be due to its veneration
in pagan times which led to shrines being established
under it or in close proximity to it. Early Christian
churches tended to be sited on the same venerated spot
as earlier shrines, to absorb earlier beliefs and to
preserve their sacred objects. Hence the trees were
cared for and have survived to the present day. Another
and more mundane reason may be that the enclosed
Churchyard was seen as a safe place in which to grow
the useful but highly poisonous Yew out of reach of farm
animals w_hich otherwise might be tempted to eat i t with
fatal results. Yew is quite plentiful in Dulwich Park
but at a century or so the trees are mere striplings.
Oaks are often credited with extreme longevity but
it seems that. the more extravagant claims may well be
greatly exaggerated. Even so, Oaks of three or four
centuries are not uncommon and one or two in Dulwich Park
were almost certainly major trees before the park came
into being. London Plane seems set to become a rival
for although it was first recorded only about three
hundred years ago some of the earliest trees are still
alive and thrivingo Ash is not quite in the same league
and few, if any, have been known to complete two
centuries of ..minterrupted growth. However, when Ash
has been coppiced regularly for timber, as it often was
in ancient woodlands, the original stools seem capable
of many centuries of regeneration.
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THE D{!LWICH SOCIETY K.ALENDAR:
As is the case with mankind, for a tree to be able to
live out its full natural life span, freedom from injury
and disease is essential. Injuries may be caused by
storms tearing away branches and leaving gaping wounds
through which disease can enter. The actions of man, or
even waterlogged soil, may damage or suffocate and kill
roots. Drought can cause extreme stress and weakness
from which a tree may never completely recover although
it may survive for several years afterwards.
These factors, and others, singly or together,
predispose a tree to attack by one or other of the many
diseases which will eventually bring about collapse and
death. Leaving aside the more spectacular epidemics
such as the disease which decimated our Elms in the last
decade, the most insidious diseases are undoubtedly the
wood destroying fungi, of which there are several, which
will enter above or below ground where the protective
bark is damaged and then progress quietly for many years
destroying the very substance of the tree as they go.
Usually there is little external sign, apart perhaps from
a fungus bracket once a year, and the tree continues to
carry its usual crown of leaves and to appear to be
healthy. Inside, however, the supporting wood is gradually
being destroyed until it is too weak to support the strain
any longer. Then part or all of the tree will collapse
with disastrous results to anyone or anything underneath
at the time.
This is no more than nature's way of removing aged and
unsound individuals to make way for a new generation.
Man .is powerless to stop it, he can only observe,
anticipate and help nature to do the job tidily and
safely - as was done with the old Ash tree.
Also near College Gate three more trees, a Tree of
Heaven, a Horse Chestnut and another Ash are in a state
of decline and are being watched closely though it is
not thought that they need to be removed yet awhile. On
the credit side, Mr Wood, the Park Manager, has
·
successfully established some fine healthy and choice
young trees on the lawns so that the attractive and
diverse interest of the entrance will still be assured
when more removals become inevitable.
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P\ease detach these four pages, and keep them carefully
for future reference.
OFFICERS OF THE DULWICH SOCIETY
President: The Rt Hon Lord Shawcross, PC, QC
Vice Presidents: James Fitton, RA
Lord Hinton of Bankside, OM, KBE, FRS
The Rt Hon S.C. Silkin, QC, BA, MP
Charles Pearce, OBE, FCIS, JP
D. A. Emms, MA
Sir Frederick Everson, KCMG
Hon Auditor: Ken A.G. Jeffries, FCA, 119 Alleyn Park SE21
693 5270
Publicity Officer: J.R. Webb, 107 Woodewarde Road SE22
693 7297
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Officers:
Chairman: Captain D.S. Wyatt, OBE, RN, 148 Thurlow
Park Road SE21. 693 2123
Vice Chairman: Peter F.J. Lawson, 41 Village Way SE21
Chartered Architect; representative on
Southwark Conservation Areas Advisory Committee
Acting Secretary: Mrs S.M. Low, 88 Alleyn Road SE21
670 1609
Permanent Secretary: to be elected
Treasurer: H.A. Smith, 56 Townley Road SE22. 693 8150
Members:
Graham Reid, 15 Allison Grove SE21 '7ER. 693 8252
Chairman of Town Planning Sub-Committee
R.D. Still, 138 Burbage Road SE21. 274 8002
Chairman of Trees Sub-Committee
P. Darby, 54 Wolfington Road SE27 ORQ. 761 5288
Chairman of. Local History Sub-Committee
Mrs G.D. Howells, 7 College Road SE21. 693 7226
Chairman of Wild Life Sub-Committee
J.G. Todd, 21 Lovelace Road SE21. 670 2965
Chairman of Traffic Roads and Transport Sub-Committee
J.R. Webb, 107 Woodwarde Road SE22. 693 7297
Chairman of Membership and Publicity Sub-Committee
G.R.C. Fairlie, The Grange, Grange Lane SE21. 693 1187
Representing Horticultural Sub-Committee
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MEMBERS OF SUB-COMMITTEES:
TOWN PLANNING: Chairman: Graham Reid, 15 Allison Grove
SE21 7ER. 693 8252
Members:
S. Rhodes, 9 Hitherwood Drive SE19. 670 7520
M. Rich, 18 Dulwicb Village SE21. 693 1957
P. Rutteman, 37 Woodball Drive SE21. 693 7453
Bernard Smith, 60 Crofton Road SE5
Stuart Valentine, 157 Kent House Road, Beckenham. 778 1922
J.S. Snell, 142 Thurlow Park Road SE21. 693 2609
Mrs W. Williams, 63 Great Brownings SE21
B. Carr, 8 Burbage Road SE24. 733 9055
Dr A. Cox, 4 Court Lane Gardens SE21. 693 5950
A. Hanton, 8 Gilkes Crescent SE21. 693 2618
R.I. Howey, 34 Pond Mead, Village Way SE21. 693 2001
J. Sharp, 61 Stradella Road SE21. 274 2957
TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT:

Chairman:

J.G. Todd,
21 Lovelace Road SE21
670 2965

Members:
E.P. Fisher, 20 Gilkes Crescent SE21. 693 2790
Mrs K.M. Evans, 22 Dulwich Village SE21. 693 3522
C.W. Walker, 121 Burbage Road SE21. 274 3276
B.C. Leach, 97 Court Lane SE21. 693 1076
A.H. Rich, 63 Court Lan.e SE21. 693 5332
G.H.T. Shrimpton, 24 Walkerscroft Mead SE21. 670 5346
Mrs c. Webb, 107 Woodwarde Road SE22. 693 7297
TREES:

Chairman:

R.D. Still., 138 Burbage Road SE21
274 8002

Members:
Secretary: Mrs S.M. Low, 88 Alleyn Road SE21. 670 1609
R.T. Reed, 2 Court Lane Gardens SE21. 693 5512
Mrs M. Westwood, 13 Tarleton Gardens SE23 3XN. 699 0820
Miss R.W. Davis, 118 College Road SE21. 670 3011
Mrs S. Benwell, 36 Calton Avenue SE21. 693 3171
Miss G. Williams, 90 Upland Road SE22. 639 2040 ext.245
(2-6 p.m.)
P. Roberts-Holmes, 30 Druce Road SE21. 693 1519
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LOCAL HIS'rORY:

Chairman: Patrick Darby, 54 Wolfington Road
West Norwood SE27 ORG. 761 5288

Members:
Secretary: G.C. De Baerdemaecker, 110 Woodwarde Road,
SE22. 693 4017
Mrs M.L. De Baerdemaecker, 110 Woodwarde Road SE22. 693 4017
Miss M. Boast,. 188 Peckham Rye SE22. 693 3802
Dr A. Cox, 4 Court Lane Gardens SE21. 693 5950
B. Green, 133 Burbage Road SE21. 693 5938
Mr and Mrs R.C. Low, 88 Alleyn Road SE21. 670 1609
A. Taylor-Milne, 9 Frank Dixon Close SE21 ?BD. 693 6942
Miss J. Webster, 6 Carter's Croft, Red Post Hill SE24.
274 1430.
WILD LIFE: Chairman:

Mrs G.D. Howells, 7 College Road
SE21 • . 693 7226

Members:
Secretary: G.C. De Baerdemaecker, 110 Woodwarde Road SE22
693 4017
Miss\G.M. Pye-Smith, 9 Breakspeare SE21. 693 8341
Mrs L. Martin, 122 Woodwarde Road SE22. 693 2907
Miss J. Webster, 6 Carters Croft, Red-Post Hill SE24
274 1430
B. Jones, 16 Mount Adon Park SE22. 693 3698
Miss R.W. Davis, 118 College Road SE21. 670 3011
G.R.C. Fairlie, The Grange, Grange Lane SE21. 693 1187
D.V. Freshwater, 24 Dulwich Village SE21. 693 1666
Mrs M.L. De Baerdemaecker, 110 Woodwarde Road SE22
693 4017
Dr D.R.C. Kempe, 75. Woodwarde Road SE22. 299 0601
J. Gaughan, 325a Upland Road SE22 OD11. 693 8195
Miss M. Campbell, 11 Hexham Road $E27. 670 8766
HORTICULTURAL:

Chairman: Dr T.H. Frankel, 108 College Road
SE21. 670 3079

Members:
Secretary: Mrs s. Daniel, 163 Turney Road SE21. 274 9907
Mrs M. Barnard, 18 Dovercourt Road SE22. 693 6487
M~s A. Calder, 17 Alleyn Road SE21. 670 7058
G.R.C. Fairlie, The Grange, Grange Lane SE21. 693 1187
Miss Jo Galer, 16 Lovelace ,. Road SE21. 670 2659
I.W.P. Hale, 92 College Road SE21. 670 0422
Bo Jones, 16 Mount Adon Park SE22. 693 3698
Miss M. Nurse, 60 Great Brownings SE21. 670 7049
Mrs P.D. Rich, 63 Court Lane SE21. 693 5332
J.B. Robinson, 10 Court Lane SE21. 693 7249
Mrs K. Till, Old Blew House, Dulwich Common SE21
693 1151
Mrs B. White, Stoney Hill House, Rock Hill SE26
670 3402
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MEMBERSHIP AND PUBLICITY: Chairman: J.R. Webb,
107 Woodwarde Road SE22. 693 7297
Newsletter Editor: Kenneth Till, Old Blew House,
Dulwich Common SE21 7EW. 693 1151
Please inform the Editor of any erromin this Kalendar
In the work of distributing Newsletters to members of the
Society the Chairman is assisted by: Mrs N Morgan,
Mrs Rosser, Mrs D Flay, John Orr Esq, Mrs SM Low,
B Pritchard Esq, Mrs Anna Glyn, R Prentice Esq,
WE Fryer Esq, Mrs ET Nash and many others.
In distributing posters giving advance notice of the
Society's events he is at present assisted by Mrs D Brown,
Mrs Jackson and Mrs Young.
If you could spare half an hour, from time to time, to
help with this kind of essential work, please telephone
the Chairman. Your offer will be most welcome.
For distribution purposes, the area is divided into eight
zones, each controlled by a zone organiser:
lone A: Aysgarth Rd, Burbage Rd, Carver Rd, Dulwich Village,
Half Moon Lane, Pickwick Rd, Turney Rd, Roseway, Village Way,
Stradella Rd, Ruskin Walk, Winterbrook Rd and any other
roads north of Half Moon Lane.
Zone B: Calton Avenue, Dekker Rd, Desenfans Rd, Dovercourt
Rd, Druce Rd, Gilkes Crescent, Great Spilmans, Red Post Hill,
Townley Rd, Woodwarde Rd, Denmark Hill.
·
Zone C: Allison Grove, Court Lane, Court Lane Gardens,
Dulwich Common, Eastlands Crescent, Frank Dixon Close & Way,
Ryecotes Mead, Thurlow Park Rd, Eynella Rd, Lordship Lane.
Zone D: Acacia Grove, Croxted Rd, Lings Coppice, Lovelace
Rd, Pymers Mead, Rosendale Rd, Walkerscroft Mead, Carson Rd,
Park Hall Rd, Ildersley Grove.
Zone E1: College Rd, Breakspeare, College Gardens, Constable
Walk, Ferrings, Gainsborough Court, Hitherwood Drive & Court,
Pond Cottages, Stonehills Court, Tollgate Drive, Woodhall
Avenue & Drive, Fountain Drive, Hogarth Court, Great
Brownings.
.
Zone E2: Crescent Wood Road, Peckarmans Wood, Sydenham Hill
(1-110), Rock Hill, Croucbmans Close, Woodsyre.
Zone F: Alleyn Crescent, Alleyn Park & Rd, Baird Gardens,
Farquhar Rd, .Knoll Lowood & Glenhurst Courts, Little Bernes,
Lymer Ave, Grenville Raleigh & Marlow Courts, Oakfield Gdns,
Linley & Whitfield Courts, South Croxted Rd, Tylney Ave,
Drake Court, Dulwich Wood Park, Kingswood Dr, Giles Coppice,
Rockwell Gardens. Rouse Gardens.
Zone G: Little Brownings, Sydenham Hill (111 upwards),
Sydenham Rise, Frobisher Court, Tarleton Gardens, London Rd,
Thorpewood Avenue.
Members outside the area receive Newsletters by post@
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TEE LA1rE MR. A,. ,! • SCOTT

,The Society recently lost a good friend in the passing
of Mr. A. J. Sco·t;t who for many years was Bailiff to
the Estates Governors.
Mr Sco.tt' s great love was in trees whether a~
individual specimens or within the woodlands which
are the ultimate responsibility of the Governors.
Many are the friends he made when seeking to sort out
the problems raised by folk concern~d ~bout the effect
of trees on their own property or within the estate as
a whole. Sometimes his first observations on a.
particular tree situation did not always meet with
agreement, but more often than not he was subsequently
proved to be right.
Those of us who bad the privilege of work~ng wi~h .
him even in only a small degree foun~ that hi~ dedica~ion
to his work was not limited to 'working hours; and his
willingness to share his vast knowledge and experience
with others who cared for trees was both humbling and
inspiring.
Mr Scott was one of those of whom it can be truly
said that 'the world is a better place for his having
been here'.
To Mrs Scott and the family we extend our deepest
sympathy.

~

A "Trees Walk" will be held at Dulwich Woods on Thursday
1st July, 1982 - by kind permission of the Estates
Governors.
Members are asked to meet at 7.30p.m. for 7.45p.m.
at the entrance to the Dulwich Woods at the !Q1?. of
Grange Lane - the turning off College Road by the
Tollgates.
The "walk" will be led by Mr W.E. Storey and
Mr M.Cudd who are Horticultural Advisers to the
Greater London Council, and who have both served the
Society well in a number of ways over a period of
several years.
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y'lN£ERFDWl!,J>JtJ)~LAKE

JOHN W. TOLER

Regular or occasional visitors to Dulwich Park must
!l11ays pause. l)y the lake and find interest and enter
cainment from the varied bird life there
Last' ear';'s
Cane.da goose colony seemed almost t t k
y
lake a 1 •
o a e over both
r ~ . · · ~c. !1: space, and. I expect some will breed and
a.1.se ~am1l1.es ~here this year too. However there are
~any other spec.1.es recorded, some quite rare visitors
~ur records go back to 1968 and include the whooper
~wan, the lesser snow goose barnacle O
b

John Toler 1 s death on Christmas Day robbed the Wildlife
Sub-Committee and indeed, the Dulwicb Society, of an
active and enthusiastic member. He had already belonged
to the Society for some years when, on his retirement in
1976 1 the i'/ildlife Sub-Committee became aware of bis
interest in the wild life in Dulwich and asked him to
join the Committee and to help maintain the records of
sightings of birds in the area and to prepare the map on
which to show their distributions. This seemed to be
just the job he had been waiting for and he eagerly
undertook full responsibility for it. Many members have
seen and expressed interest in the-large coloured map of
the district with various colour-coded distribution
record, lists of sightings and species illustrations
when it has been displayed at meetings. Mr. Toler kept
a detailed card index of the sightings of birds which
were reported to him: he followed up many of the reports
for further details and he wrote regularly about them in
the news letter.
In spite of ill health, he undertook to be a voluntary
warden of 'Lapse Wood' and was most knowledgeable about
the wild life of this important urban santuary. More
recently he became a member of our Ecological Parks
Working Group liaising with the Ecological Parks Trust
(EFT) which has the responsibility for developing the
Farquhar Road site as an urban park. He showed remarkable
courage and .cheerfulness and worked hard for the ameni_ties
and wild life in Dulwich which we all enjoy. He will be
greatly missed.
We hope to dedicate a tree in John Toler's memory in
Dul wich some time this Spring. In the mean time, we .are
anxiously looking for someone to fill the role of bird
recorder - the continuation of the work John Toler
undertook so successfully must surely be the best memorial.
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mallard
Th
'
u iqui ous
•
ere are also some domestic varieties
!y:esbury du?k, khaki Campbell, Cayuga duck a~d a-muscov
a•cou~t of d~fferent species made on the last day of 19s{·
iiornd_the middle of the day, included 23 wildfowl
'
nc
~
ing
coot
and
moorhen,
as
well
as
three
domestic
3
iP~?i~~i and oth?r spe?ies such as gulls_ more than 50
n ivi uals sharJ.ng this small body of water.
1
s •'/et·qu1· t e o ft en have reports of a heron in Dulwich
f~~ea}~erdnear Dulwich Park Lake, at other times quite
t
dJ.e • ~ heron was seen flying over the Park
sowar s ~el Air early in December, and it was oft~n
been ~uring ~he last summer stanaing on the floating
D~om_in Dulwich Park lakeo It was present in and near
8 l~ich lake.for 4-6 weeks. Readers may recall that the
l~~iety provided a pair of pinioned ruddy shelduck to the
d' e some years a~o. Unfortunately these have now both
isappeared, but in October 1981, an adult pair
i~~~ab!ydescaped fr?m another park, arrived on Dulwich
off ' n ·~rve remaine~ there, only occasionally flying
, poss1 Y to Bel Air, but always returning.
Records are being kept by one of our members
~r •. John Gaughan, with the help of Mr. T Chatt;rton
t~nior P~rk Keeper. If you have anything interesting
repor we would be glad to hear from you.
0
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HORTICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE

CULTURAL NOTES FOR CAMELLIAS

The trial run of the Sub-Commi ttee· 1 s exchange of plants
scheme went very well and was interesting, though
comparatively few of ·!;he application forms handed out
at our film show in October were returned by the end of
December 1981. However we tnink the scheme is worthwhile
and propose to repeat it during the coming season.
At the start of a new season we~are pleased to pass
on some hints for April given to us b~ some of our keen
gardening members.

Camellias grow very well in Dulwich soil, if the ground
is first thoroughly prepared. They are almost troublefree, if suitably sited, and after eight or ten y~ar~, n~!d
little if any attention. For small gardens the W1ll1ams11
hybrids are to be recommended. These have general~y much
smaller and more pointed leaves than the old Japonicas. The
foliage is in both cases, highly glossy and much in demand
for floral'arrangements, if it can be s~ared. Colours
range from white through some lovely pinks to scarlet or
rich ruby. Flow~rs can be single with beautiful golden
stamens or semi-double, or fully double. Some have
cluster~d "anemone" centres. Before planting new specimens,
it is well worth-while to extract a pit two or three feet
deep and of at least the same diameter. The sub-soil should
be spread elsewhere. The top-spit soil should be set aside
and mixed thoroughly with at least the same volume of a peatand-leaf mould mixture. This final material should be
friable enough for planting the shrub in a "basin" of
moisture-retaining soil. Subsequently the new shrub should
be mulched with a generous mat of leafmould-peat each early
Spring. The camellia will soon weave this.into a t~rf,
which must not be allowed to dry out, particularly 1n the
April to early June period, when the next years' flower-buds
should be formin~. Each young shrub should be given two
gallons of water, in any week when there has been no
appreciable rain. This should ensur~ that t~e bud~ do not
drop off in the next season. If rainwater 1s ava1able
they wili love it, but failinR that, tap water must be used,
although not lime-free in this area. Waterin~ through a rose
over the whole foliage is advantaf,eous.
The site is important, rememberinf that hot early sun,
with frost still on the blooms, will nearly always turn them
brown. A cold windy site also is not good. They do not
however need any direct sunshine in any season, and so are
very suitable for dark shady places. They do well against a
north wall, the stem must not be too close to the wall if it
is constructed with mortar or concrete. They grow well under
high trees, though those do compete with the shrubs for both
direct rain and soil moisture.
Some varieties can be shy flowering in their early years;
but the application of a suitable fertiliser will encourage
flower buds to form for the next season. For plants in the
open ground, scatter carefully one ounce per square yard of
sulphate of .ammonia round the plant, avoiding leaves and
stem, once each month, in May, June and July. It is dangerous to exceed this dose. For plants in tubs a liquid feed
is safer. A heaped teaspoonful of Phostrqgen in two gallons
of water is good, or Maxicrop. Hoof and horn is a good
alternative. For those seeking the more unusual varieties,
a recognised specialist is J. Treharne & Sons, Hampreston,
Wimborne, Dorset. (N.B. In London, Clifton Nurseries have a
good selection.)

If heavy snow has, apparently, demolished some of
your shrubs, do not despair, just prune them cleanly·
most shrubs benefit greatly from being reduced in si;e.
Snowdrops If your snowdrops are becoming congested,
contrary to the treatment for other bulbs, they nhould
be transplanted as soon as possible after flowering.
l;Ydrangeas To improve the quality and quantity of
the flowers on hydrangeas prune only in early April
and then lightly. Just remove the weak old shoots at
ground.level. Th~se fine shrubs like a rich damp soil
so during the spring and before May is out give them
a yearly dose of any general garden fertiliser and
mulch generously with manure or compost to conserve
moisture in the summer.
Lawns For those wishing for a fine lawn it is
vital to make a pilgrimage to Lambeth Horticultural
Society's Trading Hut to buy a bag or two of their
exce~lent combined weed killer and fertiliser. This
applied at the rate of 1} ozs. to the square yard
(roughhy a matchbox full) will ensure a weed free
verdant lawn for the whole season. A rich reward
for a modest outlay.
We would remind those of you who have Membership
Cards for the Hut that they must be renewed. Please
send a stamped and addressed envelope to Mrs. Pat Rich,
63 Court Lane, SE21 and she will see that you get one.
We are very glad to have received invitations to
visit a number of gardens in Dulwich not previously
seen by us and those on our 'Register' will be
notified in due course. If any member of the Dulwich
Society, who is not already on our list, wishes to be
included, please give your name and address to any
member of the Sub-Committee.
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Succulents (including Cacti)
At this time of year (April) plants will be showing
signs of growth, brighter spines and new leaves. It
is then a great temptation to give encouragement by
starting a programme of watering which may be too much
for the plant to absorb. This is the reason for many
failures which occur at this time of year, after
winter rest and no-water programmes. The answer seems
to be one good watering in April, if the plant shows
that it needs it, then no more watering until the soil
is dry. If a plastic pot is used and the soil appears
dry, wait a further two or three days before watering.
A succulent will not fail if too dry, but if too wet,
after an initial spurt of growth, it will then collapse.

-~Zonal Pelargoniums
~These, which are usually called Geraniums, will flower
all the year round, even during this winter's snow. If
,~~
flowers are required at Christmas proceed as follows.
Cuttings may be taken in early Spring. Pinch out new
~
growths which have made two nodes, this will give a
S
bushy plant. Remove all flower buds until the end of
.J'
September. The plant will enjoy John Innes No.2
mixture during the growing period and a fertilizer
after September (e.g. Liquidnure Flower Special)
until the buds show colour. Not all Geraniums will
respond. "Maxim Kovaleski" and "Freston" are two
varieties which thrive under this treatment. Ivyleafed varieties do not enjoy it.

~L

BUTTERFLIES
Those members of the Dulwich Society who were
entertained by Miss Margaret Brooks' lecture last
year'Adventures of a Butterfly Collector'will be
pleased to hear that much more about butterflies
and Miss Brooks' activities can be read in her newly
published book'A Complete Guide to British Butterflies:
by Margaret Brooks and Charles Knight published by
Jonathan Cape, price £10.95. The book is beautifully
and lavishly illustrated with colour photographs and
has interest both for professional biologists, wild
life enthusiasts and those who just like butterflies.
All kinds of useful information is easily found in the
text - distribution in the UK, habitat, life cycle,
and descriptive text. It will become a classic, and
is worth every penny of its price!
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