ulwich Society
TO FOSTER AND SAFEGUARD THE AMENITIES OF DULWICH

Newsletter 76
April 1987

NEWS
NEWSLETTER 76

THE DULWICH SOCIETY
APRIL 1987

C O N T E N T S
News . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-7
Local History •...••.•...•..•.....•..•...................... 3, 4
Annual Meeting Report:

Change in Dulwich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Wildlife ....•...•.....•.•...•.•.......... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Letters . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
What's On ..•......••.....•...•...•......................... 11-12
Sydenham Hill Wood:

The Inspector's Verdict . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Grapevine . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . , .. , ... 21
Treasurer's Report and Accounts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22-23
Chairman:

Captain Denys Wyatt
148 Thurlow Park ~oad SE21 BHN
Telephone:
693 2123

Vice-Chairman:

Peter Lawson
41 Village Way SE21 7AP
Telephone:
733 2646

Secretary:

Mrs Robin Taylor
30 Walkerscroft Mead SE21 8LJ
Telephone:
670 0890

Treasurer:

Jim Davis
38 Stonehills Court SE21 7LZ
Telephone:
693 1713

Editor:

David Nicholson-Lord
27 Woodwarde Road SE22 BUN
Telephone: 693 3998

BEECHGROVE VICTORY:
The most recent, and probably decisive,
battle in the campaign to save Sydenham Hill Wood from housing
was won in February when an inquiry inspector rejected the
Dulwich estate governors' plans to build flats on the Beechgrove
site.
A summary of the inspectors findings is carried in this
issue of the Newsletter.

****
PARK CLOSURE:
The society has protested in writing to the
chairman of Southwark council's leisure and recreation committee
about the closure of Dulwich Park over the Christmas and New Year
holidays and said the council should ensure that the sa~e thing did
not happen again next Christmas.
Another society member,
Kate Hoey, the Labour prospective Parliamentary candidate for
Dulwich, took up the issue on behalf of the local Labour party
branch and says she is "sure that this can be sorted out by
next year".
(See her letter in this issue of the Newsletter).

****
BEAUTIFUL SOUTHWARK?:
There is to be a guided coach tour through
parts of south Southwark to mark this year's Civic Trust
Environment Week, which runs from Saturday 25 April to Monday
4 May.
The route will cover projects and events which have
improved the environment of the area - such as the Sydenham
Hill Wood campaign - as well as historic buildings.
The
Southwark Environment Trust is organising the tour, and the
Dulwich Society will be one of the co-sponsors.
SET is one
of our corporate members, and members and their friends will have
an opportunity to support their work in an enjoyable and
interesting way.
The tour will start at 2pm from the Phoenix and Firkin pub
at Denmark Hill station on Sunday 4 May.
The cost will be
£1 per head.
Booking is through Mrs Ginnie Norman, the SET
coordinator, at 48 Willowbrook Road, SE15 6BW.
Tel:
732 5123.
The coach is to be a GO-seater, and seats will be booked on
a first-come, first-served basis.
The Phoenix and Firkin will
be an excellent place to start in more ways than one.
It rose
from the ashes and rubble of the station's burnt-out waiting-room
and hall, and it did so thanks to the determination of SET and
the Camberwell society.
For the fund-raising it achieved and
the support it gave to the project, the Camberwell society
received a Civic Trust 1985 Award.

****
TUDOR VIEW:
On 4 June there will be a special local history
evening with a visit to Oakfield Lodge, 41, College Road, to
view the house and grounds and then to the old library of
Dulwich College for a talk on the occupantsof this house, which
dates back to Tudor times.
Meet at Oakfield Lodge at 7.45pm.
Admission will be strictly by ticket only, available from
The Art Stationers, Dulwich Village, £1.50 (including wine).

****
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE:
This is what the society requires, and to
propel it, a new membership and publicity person is badly
needed - to liaise with the executive and with zone distributors,
for example, in "targeting" particular streets, to come up with
recruitment ideas, to mastermind public relations.
The more
members the society has, the better it can perform its rule of
safeguarding Dulwich.
Please, if you could step into the
breach or know somebody who might, let the chairman or secretary
know.

PICKWICK PIX:
The photographic skills of Alfred Larnrner, of
Pickwick Road, went on national display in January with an
.
issue of stamps depicting flower heads in close-up.
According
to the Royal Mail, "the strength and vitality, the form and
colour of flowers have rarely been more skilfully captured than
in the photography of Alfred Lammer.
His delicate and
painstaking qork set out to emphasise aspects of plants and
flowers that people would be unlikely to notice".
The
pictures were of Gaillardia (18p), Echinops (22p),
Echeveria (31p) and Colchicurn (34p).
Denys Wyatt, the
chairman, has sent Mr Larnrner the society's congratulations.

****
GOODRICH CENTURY:
Friends of Goodrich School are celebrating
the centenary of the school (1886-1986) by preparing an exhibition
of the locality and the first hundred years of the school.
The
school is about as old as Dulwich itself.
The houses began to
spread over the farms and market gardens of the area only a few
years before the school was built.
Since then the school, and
more recently Goodrich branch of Southwark Institute, has
remained a focus of the community.
If readers have anything
of interest from the past or present - photographs, cuttings,
stories, facts - which they would·like to lend for the exhibition,
please contact the headmaster, Mr Peter Coleman, or Vanessa Mitchell,
the secretary of Friends of Goodrich School, at 88, Upland Road.
The exhibition is planned for May.

****
HISTORICAL WALKS:
Brian Green will lead the following walks
around Dulwich on Sundays this spring and summer:
10 May - The
Old Village of Dulwich (meet North Dulwich Station, 2.30pm);
14 June - Dulwich Woods and Kingswood House (meet Grove Tavern,
corner of Lordship Lane and Dulwich Common, 2.30pm);
12 July - Spies
and Famous houses (meet Belair car park, 2.30pm).
The walks
in May and July last two hours and are suitable for wheelchairs
and pushchairs.
The walk in July is hilly and lasts two and a
half hours.
A small charge is made which is donated to charity.

****
PRIDE OF PLACE:
Suggestions that members might come up with
a small-scale environmental improvement scheme for entry to
the Civic Trust's 1987 Pride of Place competition, in which two
local amenity societies will share in £8,000 prize money, have
so far drawn a nil response.
At the annual meeting in March,
Robin Taylor, the secretary, floated the idea of an action group
to brighten up West Dulwich station, one of the main points of
entry to Dulwich.
Any takers?

****
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****
PLAYGROUP GRANT:
St Barnabas Playgroup's application to
Southwark council for a grant to upgrade the toilet facilities
has been accepted.
The playgroup closed for three da~s ~uring
the 'big freeze' as it was felt that, apart from t~e difficulty
of parents getting their children there, the hall itself was
too cold and the pipes were frozen.
The playgroup's annual
meeting will be on 21 May, a Thursday, at 7.30pm in the
playgroup part of the church hall.
It is hoped to be a wine
and cheese evening.

****
FRANKEL MEMORIAL:
A memorial to Dr Theo Frankel is to be
erected by the horticultural sub-committee as part of the new
landscaping scheme for the garden of the Dulwich picture gallery.

****
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ROYAL PATRON:
Staff of the Dulwich Picture Gallery are delighted
at the news that Sarah Ferguson, the Duchess of York, has agreed
to become their patron.
There is also a new keeper at the
gallery, Nicola Kalinsky, who joined at the beginning of the
year from Ealing College where she taught history of art and
humanities.
Future projects include the landscaping of the
gallery grounds and the addition of a new pavilion to accommodate
exhibition, lecture and restaurant facilities.
Also planned
is a series of celebrity concerts next year to mark the
bicentenary of the death of Gainsborough.
The Winter
exhibition, Soane and After:
The Architecture of Dulwich
Picture Gallery, covered the history of the gallery as a
building from the early nineteenth-century to the pre.sent,
It placed the exhibition space and the mausoleum in the context,
of their time, examined the plans made by Sir John Soane for
the new building, and traced the various additions of the
nineteenth and twentieth-centuries, concluding with the
rebuilding after war damage.
The final section examined the
influence of the gallery on living architects.
On 12 July a grand fete will be held in the gallery grounds,
from 2pm.
This is billed as "a country fete in London".

DULWICH WILDLIFE FILMS:
The Dulwich and district group of the
World Wildlife Fund has announced its spring and summer programme
of talks and films at the Horniman Museum.
On 30 April (see
What's On) the film The Booby Prize shows how phosphate mines
are beginning to dominate Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean,
and how the stretch of rain forest on the island is rapidly being
destroyed for timber.
Six thousand pairs of brown boobies nest
along the coastline, as well as red-footed boobies, frigate
birds and the very rare Abbots Booby. This is threatened as
the coral limestone on which it builds its nest is rapidly
disappearing.
Also being shown is A Deer in Hiding, on the life
history of the roe deer, which is widespread in Britain but
rarely seen.
On 4 June, in Nature in Nineteenth Centry Art,
Jull Slaney will describe how the painters of the period followed
the Ruskin dictum of "adding nothing, subtracting nothing - painting
what you see" in their interpretation of the natural world.
On 23 September, in Flowers of the Local Countryside, Gordon Dickerson
will describe the many wild flowers still to be found in this area,
despite urban sprawl and the use of herbicides.
All lectures
are illustrated by slides.
Contact Ruth Day on 693 4259.

****
SHELTERED HOMES:
A sheltered housing scheme, with 16 bedsits
for the elderly plus housekeepers' flats, is to start work beside
the Herne Hill United Church at Red Post Hill.
The homes will
be administered by the United Reformed Church Housing Association
but run by a committee with local and church representatives.

****
OPERA HELPS CHURCH:
Imperial Opera presented a Musical Gala
Even~ng in March in aid of the rebuilding of St Peter's Church,
Dulw1.ch.
The concert was held on 1 March 1987 at St Clement's
Church, Friern Road, East Dulwich.
The profits made on this
concert were going towards the rebuilding of Dulwich Common's
landmark, St Peter's Church on the South Circular Road.
Imperial Opera is a highly accomplished young group of
singers and musicians which was formed in 1979, has performed
regularly in Kensington, Chelsea and Sutton and'h~s toured to
Devon.
They regularly supplement their output of opera with
choral and orchestral concerts.
The gala evening included
works by Britten, Faure, Brahms and Pergolesi as well as
operatic highlights performed by a guest soprano, Delinne Isaacs
by permission of the English National Opera.
'
Imperial has concentrated on rare and interesting revivals,
with a leavening of more usual operetta such as Offenbach.
The repertoire to date includes performances of Dvorak's
The Devil and Kate, Purcell's The Fairy Queen, Suppe's Boccaccio
and Holst's The Perfect Fool amongst others.
Last September
Imperial returned to its Gilbert and Sullivan roots with a
production of Ruddygore (sic) at the Secombe Centre in Sutton.
Further information about Imperial Opera can be obtained from
Ellis Pike, its publicity officer, on 01 693-6531.

****
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ANNUAL MEETING:

NO BLANKET OPPOSITION TO CHANGE IN DULWICH

The main theme of the society's AGM, held on 5 March, was
that the aim of fostering and safeguarding the amenities of
Dulwich should not lead to opposition to all change in the
area.
In his opening address, Capt Denys Wyatt, chairman,
said a dog-in-the-manger attitude towards any and every
proposed development was to be avoided at all costs.
This view was echoed by Mr Reg Collins, chairman of
transport and planning, in relation to building and transport
developments.
Although Dulwich lay within a conservation
area, Mr Collins suggested developers had come to view the
area as a honeypot for infill proposals.
Each proposal had
to be thoughtfully considered and a judgement made on its
merit:
the society could not afford to take an attitude of
blank opposition to all change.
A similar point was made by Mrs Robin Taylor, the secretary,
concerning the closure of Dulwich Park by Southwark council
over Christmas, and other public holidays.
In this last case,
the society was trying to encourage the council to alter its
policy for the future.
The financial health of the society was adequate, with a
small surplus again this year, but, as Mr Jim Davis, the
treasurer, explained, so many of the society's functions - bigger
newsletters, better equipment for meetings, for example - depended
on money being available, that he felt the proposal to raise
the individual subscription from £2, held for five years, to
£3 was reasonable.
A resolution to institute this increase
from 1 January 1988 was carried unopposed.
The chairman and
treasurer expressed the society's most grateful thanks to a
donor, who wished to remain anonymous, for the gift of £100
towards the purchase of a projector and screen for the society's
use.
7

WILDLIFE CHAIRMAN LEAVES DULIHCH
During the course of the meeting, sincere regrets and condolences
were expressed at the deaths of three members, one of whom had
been a founder-member.
There were regrets also at the
resignations of Dr Cox and of Mr Webb, chairman of membership
and publicity: a volunteer was urgently needed to carry out this
important function.
Transport and planning was also in urgent
need of a secretary because of the rapidly-increasing volume
of the work load.
The following points were mentioned during sub-committee
reports:
Mr Collins, Mrs Benwell and Miss Campbell all voiced
the society's delight at the inspector's reprieve for
Beechgrove in Sydenham Hill Wood from development, and Mr Collins
mentioned the society had been congratulated on its submissions
to the public inquiry.
A massive report on Stage 1 of the
Government-sponsored survey on the South Circular Road was now
in print:
a summary was available in public libraries.
Brit~sh
Rail had received a submission proposing a south London rail link.
A letter of thanks from the secretary to Prince Charles had
also been received for support given to the prince's speech
on the future of the Green Belt.
The Trust for Urban Ecology
was in a state of crisis.
(The Trust runs the nature reserve
in Farquhar Road).
A booklet on either Glenlea or Bell House
is to be published this year:
Oakfield Lodge, College Road, is
to be the subject of the next house visit and lecture, and
research on the Grange is due for publication at a later date.
The 21st anniversary tree has now been 'baptised', no longer
growing anonymously in the gallery gardens.
It is the only
one of its species in Dulwich.
Following Mr Fairlie's expressions of thanks to those
constantly adding to the number of gardens open to members, the
editor said he hoped to include a periodic series on gardens in
future newsletters in collaboration with Mr Fairlie.
Although
brick-bats were hurtful they were also informative, and the
editor hoped the new format of news first, views and features,
and lastly entertainment, was welcomed.
The more news submitted,
the better the contact between members, thus providing gutdelines
to the society for the future.
If talented people living in
the area could be persuaded to contribute to newsletters, the
society would be further enhanced.
With the aim of further improving contact between members,
the chairman said the meeting in Belair of the executive,
sub-committee members, newsletter distributors and street
representatives was to be repeated this autumn.
Members of
the executive committee and sub-committees for 1987-88 are
given in the calendar included in this newsletter.
Robin Taylor
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The wildlife sub-committee recently had a coffee evening
especially to say goodbye to Dr Gwyneth Howells who is leaving
Dulwich to be nearer her work in Cambridge.
She was chairman
of the committee for seven years, from 1977 to 1984, and during
that time was working with the Central Electricity Generating
Board at Leatherhead.
During the evening Dr Howells told us something of her
present work which involves much travelling, both in this
country and abroad.
She is now directing, from the Cambridge
University department of applied biology, a five-year project
by independent research institutes.
Much of the work is
centred on a small Scottish Loch, Loch Fleet in Galloway, since
for many years it has been devoid of fish.
To counteract the effect of the granite base of the loch,
the acid seepage from the peat and the conifer forests, the land
seepage has been sprayed with limestone powder which has had
good results.
Soon it is hoped to introduce brown trout of a
suitable kind, disease-free and not too resistant to acid rain.
Britain has been blamed by Norway and Sweden for causing
the acid rain which has killed the fish in these countries, but
Dr Howells said that only about eight per cent can be attributed
to Britain and this will be further reduced when the CEGB reduces
the toxicity of the gases.
Also, because of the many factors
involved, we cannot be held responsible for the damage to the
German forests which may be affected by ozone gas in the atmosphere.
The absorbing work in Scotland of this first phase will continue
until 1989 so we shall follow developments with special interest.
We are very sorry to lose Dr Howells from Dulwich and wish her
well in this important research project.
Marjorie Campbell

TREE TROUBLE:

COWBOY LOPPERS OR ARBORICULTURALISTS?

Members of the trees sub-committee feel sure that they can
not have been the only Dulwich residents who have had recent
visits from men asking if the householder has any trees he or
she wishes to have lopped or cut down.
It is of course largely
a seasonal phenomenon:
at other times of the year the same
visitors may profess expertise in roofing.
There are obvious risks in admitting men who work "on the
knocker", but our Particular concern was to draw attention to
two matters.
First, there is a high probability that fine or
mature trees will be spoiled by inexpert lopping (and at no
small cost to the owner).
Secondly, no resident on the
college estate may lop, cut down or remove a tree (other than
fruit trees, shrubs and seedlings) without the prior consent
of the estates governors.
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That means a call to the estates office and a visit from
the trees expert who is employed by the governors.
It is a
simple process and one which can spare a lot of expense and
trouble.
Ways may be suggested of dealing with your problem
tree which might not have occurred to you, and you are not
going to be told that your favourite garden specimen is
infected and a danger to your family simply because a
self-styled "tree surgeon" wants the money he will charge for
cutting it down.
The trees sub-committee recognises the important tree
management work carried out by the governors (explained in
the October 1986 issue by Ronnie Reed).
Residents could help
themselves by using this machinery and shunning the cowboys.
Duncan Pratt

WHAT'S ON
*2 Apr, Thurs,
8pm

St Barnabas Hall

Film of 1967 Dulwich
Millennium pageant,
Also showing of old
photographs of Dulwich
from collection of
Bill de Baerdemaecker
(local history subcommittee)

4 Apr, Sat,
3.30pm

Horniman Museum

Mongolia: The City
on the Steppes, Granada
film

Church of St John
the Evangelist,
Auckland Road
Upper Norwood

Dulwich Choral Society,
Centenary Celebration
Concert, Monteverdi
Vespers, tickets £4

9 Apr, Thurs,
8pm

Camberwell Society,
U.R. Church, Love Walk,
Grove Lane

London Wildlife talk
by Gary Grant

11 Apr, Sat,
7pm

Wilderness Expeditions,
23 Eastlands Crescent,
SE21 (tel:
693 4094)

Illustrated talk,
The Jari River expedition,
John Harrison

12 Apr, Sun

St Barnabas

Choral concert:
Dvorak, Stabat Mater
(rehearsals begin
15 Jan, 8pm)

14 Apr, Tues,
7.45pm

Herne Hill Society
(tel:
326 0249) I
St Philip and St James
Church Hall, Poplar Walk

Writer of Songs, talk
by local resident,
Sidney Carter, about
his poetry and
songwriting

25 Apr, Sat,
11. 30am

Friends of Dulwich
Picture Gallery

Promenade concert,
A Spring Garland,
Alan Morgan and
friends

28 Apr, Tues,
8pm

Friends of Dulwich
Picture Gallery
(tel:
670 4960)

Piano, harpsichord,
clavichord recital,
Ruby Reid Thompson

30 Apr, Thurs,
7.30pm

Horniman Museum

Film, The Booby Prize,
Dulwich branch, World
Wildlife Fund

2 May, Sat,
2.30pm

Norwood Cemetery
(meet at gates)

Walk, led by
Geoffrey Manning
(Norwood Society)

*4 May, Sun,
2pm

Meet Pheonix and Firkin,
Denmark Hill

Coach tour of south
Southwark (see News)

4 Apr, Sat,
7.30pm

From the prospective Parliamentary Labour candidate for Dulwich
Dear Mr Nicholson-Lord
As a member of the Dulwich Society, I am writing to you
concerning the most recent Newsletter.
Under News, you had a piece about the closure of the park
on Christmas Day and Boxing Day.
I was rather surprised at the
slightly biased way you wrote this article.
In particular, I
wonder what you mean by the sentence:
"Residents of Dulwich
could be forgiven for thinking that the council's attitude may
well be political ... "
I think you should have pointed out, if you wish to be
political about this matter, that this is just another example
of how ill-thought-out the plans to abolish the GLC were and
how now local authorities, including Southwark, are having to
deal with the very many anomalies in the mess that's been left
behind.
The closure of Dulwich Park was not just taken up by
Dulwich society members but by local tenants' associations
throughout Dulwich and further afield.
It was in fact the
local Labour Party branch who managed to succeed in having.
a special emergency item introduced at the leisure committee
authorising immediate negotiations to take place.
I, in fact,
presented the petition.
The other factor which proved difficult to surmount at such
short notice was the reluctance of staff to change their
Christmas Day plans, already made with their families.
I am sure that this can be sorted out by next year but
writing about it in a manner which you did does not help to
bring together people who may well hold differing political
views within the society.
With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
Kate Hoey,
68 Melbourne Grove
London SE22
10
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*7 May, Thurs,
8pm

St Barnabas Hall

Illustrated talk by
Martin Shaw,
conservation officer
for the Trust for
Urban Ecology, on the
trust's reserves in
London (wildlife
sub-committee)

9 May, Sat,
7pm

Wilderness Expeditions

Illustrated talk,
Hagshu - A calculated
risk, Mike Rosser

*10 May, Sun,
2.30pm

N Dulwich station

Historical walk
(see News)

12 May, Tues,
7.45pm

Herne Hill Society

The Missing Pissarro,
talk by Nicholas Reed

23 May, Sat,
7.30pm

St Luke's, West
Norwood

Concert, Lambeth
Orchestra: Dvorak,
Jeffrey Joseph (first
perf.) Puccini, Wagner

*4 June, Thurs,
7.45pm

Meet Oakfield Lodge,
41 College Road

Local history evening
(see News) (local
history sub-committee)

4 June, Thurs,
7.30pm

Horniman Museum

Nature in Nineteenth
Century Art, talk by
Jill Slaney, Dulwich
branch, WWF

*14 June, Sun,
2.30pm

Grove Tavern

Historical walk
(see News)

4 July, Sat,
8pm

St Barnabas Church

Concert, Dulwich
Choral Society:
Bernstein, Elgar,
Lloyd-Webber, Milford,
Tippett. Tickets:
Dulwich World Travel

'12 July, Sun,
2.30pm

Belair car park

Historical walk
(see News)

*15 Oct, Thurs,
8pm

St Barnabas Hall

Illustrated talk on
alpine and rock garden
plants by the alpine
authority Mr M P Ingwersen
(horticultural subcommittee)

*Indicates Dulwich Society event or involvement

Listings,please, to David Lord, editor, at 27 Woodwarde Road,
SE22 BUN
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SYDENHAM HILL WOOD:

WHAT THE INSPECTOR SAID

The latest chapter in the long-running saga of Sydenham Hill Wood
was written in February when the inspector at last November's
public inquiry, Mr D G Hollis, turned down the Dulwich estates
governors' plans to develop part of the wood for housing.
The
proposals, already rejected by an increasingly conservation-conscious
Southwark Council, envisaged two blocks of flats - 36 units in
all - up to four storeys high on the 1.75 acre Beechgrove site,
where a Victorian mansion, later demolished, once stood.
The
inspector's decision was a triumph for those voluntary bodies including both the society and the London Wildlife Trust - who
believe that the ancient woodland of which S denham Hill Wodd
forms a part represents a priceless asset an should be ,niindged
for wildlife, not housing.
In view of its significance, the
Newsletter reprints, below, the most important parts of the
inspector's judgement.
From my inspection of the site and surrounding areas and
consideration of the evidence presented to me at the inquiry,
I am of the opinion that the main issue in this appeal is
whether the proposed development would create a significant
detriment to the character and appearance of this part of
Sydenham Hill and whether the development would cause an
erosion of the setting of the Sydenham Hill and Dulwich
Woods ...
The estates governors' case
Among the points made on behalf of the governors, it was said
that development generally in the area is in a mixed form with
larqe houses, blocks of flats and smaller town houses of which
Peckarmans Wood development is an example.
The appeal site
is sloping with two plateau areas, of which one is the site of
the former house and the lower area believed to be a former
tennis court.
This latter area has largely been recolonised
with semi-mature trees including oak, yew and beech with some
dense undergrowth.
Evidence was given of the charitable basis of the governors'
schemes for land that they own and that they have consistently
interpreted their duties to include the maintenance of the
special semi-rural characteristics of the area and to conserve
the trees and woodlands ...
The proposed development was said to have been based upon
the design criteria set out in the council's "Beechgrove
development guidelines" dated June 1983.
This document
suggested various criteria for the redevelopment of the land
including maximum density, access and parking, orientation and
detailed design considerations.
It emphasised the need for
adequate boundary treatment to avoid a hard urban appearance.
To this extent the proposed development complied with all of
the criteria mentioned in that document.
It was stated that the appeal site is of no special
ecological value and its significance is mainly from the point
of view of fauna and avia which use it at present and may need
it as a buffer to the section of woodland which the site adjoins.
No important views would be damaged by the proposals and the
development would provide an improvement to the road frontage
to the benefit of the residents.
13

It was pointed out that Government advice states that there
should always be a presumption in favour of development unless
demonstrable harm would be caused.
In terms of the use of
available land circular 15/84 is concerned that there should be
an adequate supply of land for housing and in the borough of
Southwark there is a continuing shortage of such land.
The
circular makes it clear that full and effective use must be
made of land within existing urban areas, particularly in
redevelopment schemes.
In recent comments made by the
Government, a commitment has been made to rigorously apply green
belt policy around the Greater London area, however, this
inevitably would put pressure on any available site within the
urban area and only where there are clear planning objections
should development be resisted ...

SYDENHAM HILL WOOD
Nature trail and housing sites

Southwark Council's case
As the predominant character of the area is of dense
woodland the proposed blocks of flats would have a significant
impact upon the area and would fail to relate to the character
of this part of Sydenham Hill.
In particular the buildings
would be too close to the nature reserve and a four-storey block
would be intrusive in the woodland setting.
On this basis the scheme would be contrary to policy E.2.1
of the local plan.
Policy E.3.6 is concerned with safeguarding
the areas of special character of metropolitan importance in
terms of the scale and character of the area and the proposals
would, by removing some of the tree canopy, affect important
views of the Sydenham Hill ridge.
Policy E.3.11 seeks to
conserve existing areas of natural woodland and ecological
interest and in this context the council set a high priority
for nature conservation upon the Sydenham Hill Woods.
Considerable progress has been made by the council in
identifying and developing the wildlife habitats and it values
the work of the London Wildlife Trust.
At the local plan inquiry
overwhelming evidence was provided by various organisations to
support the ecological and nature conservation value of woodlands
on the Sydenham Hill ridge.
In the council's opinion the
proposed development would substantially damage the ecological
and wildlife value of the adjoining sites and considerable
disturbance during and after development would occur.
In this
respect the appeal site should not be considered in ~solation
from the other areas of woodland of which it is visually a part.
The appeal site was said to be suitable under ·policy H32
for a limited number of houses with gardens, although that would
need to be only on the site of the original house with no
encroachment into the wooded areas.
However, since the council
refused the application, the officers of the council have
become increasingly aware of more detailed ecological evidence
and in the opinion of the council's witness it is now uncertain
that any development could take place without adverse effects
upon ecological and nature conservation in the area.
Whilst
the Lapsewood site remains in the local plan for housing purposes,
the council's witness also considered that even that land is
less likely to be developed due to ecological considerat~ons.

LAPSEWOOD

CRESCENT WOOD ROAD
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The council were concerned at the number of trees which
directly and indirectly would be lost from the site as a result
of the development.
Many trees on the site were not included
in the appellants' survey and would be lost because of the
development ...
In reference to the Beechgrove guideline document, the council
considered that it was now outdated by the results of the local
plan inquiry.
The inspector had specifically mentioned only
modest development upon the Lapsewood site and no development
upon the Fernbank site for the present time.
Therefore, a
new approach was necessary to the appeal site development.

The London Wildlife Trust explained in detail the support
and enthusiasm locally for nature conservation and the educational
and leisure value of having areas of open land in such a densely
populated area of London.
In particular reference was made to
the proximity of the appeal site to areas of ancient woodland
and the necessity of having a buffer area even if such land were
not open to the public.
Wildlife would still use the land for
their natural habitats.
In terms of Government advice it was
pointed out that the White Paper Lifting the Burden emphasised
the need to balance the needs of development and the interests
of conservation.

The voluntary groups' case
Evidence was given by representatives of various organisations
and the basic objection was the concern at the further loss of
both public and private open space land to residential development.
The nature reserve was well used both for educational and leisure
pursuits and the intrusion of any development on the appeal site
would be detrimental to the visual amenities of the area.
The
view was held that the development of either Lapsewood, Fernbank
or the appeal site would set a precedent for further housing
encroachment into wooded areas and the result would be of
irreparable harm to the woodlands.

The London Wildlife

Trust logo
Sydenham Hill Wood

Evidence was given on behalf of the Greater London ecological
unit regarding nature conservation issues.
In particular it was
stated that it would be likely that woodland plants would fail
due to the site coverage by the blocks of flats, parking areas,
pathways and provision of services and that only fragments of
breeding and feeding habitats for birds would remain due to
regular disturbance by the new residents.
Many trees shown to be retained on the appellants' survey
would be too close to the new flats and would eventual~y die.
The building work would disturb tree root systems resul~ing in
further loss of trees and due to the proximity of many trees to
the flats, there would be continued pressure from new residents
to have trees removed.
The appeal site has strategic significance
as land adjoining the Sydenham Hill Woods metropolitan open land.
The Sydenham Hill and Dulwich Woods complex is the best area for
nature conservation in Southwark and is.the nearest large ancient
wood to people living within a significant area of South London.
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It was accepted by most parties to the inquiry that this appeal
site and the area of woodland generally is a sensitive site to
deal with in planning terms as well as from an ecological and
nature conservation point of view.
The governors have gone to
some lengths to try to ensure that the form and position of the
development would be sympathetic to the character of the woodland.
However I note that the tree surveys produced by the principal
parties, although differing in conclusion, both indicated a
substantial number of trees and shrubs to be removed particularly
in respect of the area to be cleared for Block B.
The construction
of the flats, parking spaces, footpaths and driveway areas would
also mean a substantial part of the site would be in the form
of hardsurfaces in this natural woodland setting.
I realise that the site of the original house was until recent
years also a hardsurfaced area, but due to the gradual decline
in the use of that building and its eventual demolition, the
woodland has started to reclaim those areas.
The proximity
of the Sydenham Hill and Dulwich Woods and their importance from
~n ecological and nature conservation aspect for not only local
people but to a large number of people in south London make
this area of considerable importance.
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It is my opinion that the removal of the trees mentioned and
the size and form of your clients' proposals would create a
substantial encroachment of development into this natural woodland
setting which provides an important peripheral buffer between
residential areas and the ancient woodland.
I have taken careful note of the comments of the insp 7ctor.
at the local plan inquiry and see no reason to d~sag:ee with his
general conclusions.
However he clearly had obJect 7on to the
development of the Fernbank site because of the detrimental
effect that it would have upon the ecological and nature
conservation interests in this locality and considered t~at.the
evidence of the London Wildlife Trust represented a realistic
picture.

Long-tailed tit

The need to preserve areas of existing natural woodland
within the urban areas is of as much importance in preserving
our heritage and improving the quality of the environment as
that of preserving the countryside. The appeal site, whilst
not forming part of the Sydenham Hill or Dulwich Woods, is an
important peripheral buffer for those areas in terms of visual
impact for residents of the residential area in the locality
and as varying stages and forms of habitat for wildlife.
To permit the development as proposed, would protrude development
into the woodland setting causing loss of trees and natural
habitats and thereby conflicting with the policies of the
adopted local plan as well as the advice contained in the
various Government circulars.

Great spotted
woodpecker

Tawny owl

From my visit to the site, I formed the opinion that the
appeal site had far more in common with the character of the
Fernbank land in terms of the character and maturity of trees
and woodland setting than that of the Lapsewood land.
Although
the latter site was recommended by the inspector at the local plan
inquiry for housing purposes he did emphasise the need for modest
development.
It seems to me that in view of ·the similar
characteristics of the Fernbank site to that of the appeal site,
the development on the governors' land would be just as
objectionable in ecological and nature conservation terms as
that of the Fernbank site.
Although the appeal site is not at the present time open
to the public, the land, the adjoining sites and the Sydenham
Hill and Dulwich Woods have cumulatively created an area of
dense woodland and a pleasant setting to this area.
Whilst
it seems unlikely that there is significant pressure to build
upon the Sydenharn Hill and Dulwich Woods land, the pressure
for development upon the other three sites remains.
As the
London Wildlife Trust pointed out, the White Paper Lifting the
Burden emphasised the need to balance the needs of development
against the interests of conservation.
Circular 14/85 also
made it clear that there is a presumption in favour of
development unless it would cause demonstrable harm to areas of
acknowledged importance.
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Beechgrove: November 1986

It is clear to me that during the process of the consideration
of the local plan and even perhaps since its adoption, the
attitude of the council to develop along the western side of
Sydenham Hill has changed considerably.
Initially in favour
of development, the council have now accepted that development
should not take place on the Fernbank site until at least a
review takes place at the end of the plan period and only a
modest development would be proposed upon the Lapsewood land.
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From the evidence given to me by local politicians, resid~nts
as well as the council's witness, it now seems that the council
may be asked to change their views again b~t on this occa~ion
against any development at all on eit~er ~ite.
I~ the lig~t
of the conclusions of the local plan inquiry, particularly in
respect of the ecological and nature conservation aspects of
this area it seems to me that the council are correct in
taking note of circular 22/84 and putting more weight upon
the recently adopted local plan than their guidelines prepared
in 1983.
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WORCESTER FOSTERS:
Three quarters of a century ago the actor
Basil Foster taught in Dulwich.
Does anyone remember him or
his family?
Bernard Bridgewater of 23 Hanbury Park Road,
St Johns, Worcester, writes:
"I am researching the history
of the Foster family which provided seven brothers to play
cricket for Worcestershire at the turn of the century.
The
youngest brother, Basil Foster, eventually enjoyed a long career
on the West End stage.
However, I am endeavouring to obtain
information on matters which are less well recorded.
I understand
that Basil Foster taught at a Dulwich preparatory school just
prior to the first world war;
Is there a Dulwich family who may
have some knowledge of Basil Foster?
I imagine he lived in
Dulwich at that time.
I have been in touch with Dulwich
Preparatory School but they unfortunately are unable to help
as their records do not cover that time.
It may be that
there was another preparatory school."

****

.

CANAL NETWORK: A vivid account of the canal system in south east
London, including maps, detailed sections and contemporary views,
is given in Retracing Canals to Croydon and Camberwell, published
by Living History Publications, of West Ewell, Surrey, and now in
local libraries .

,.

Leaves (top to
bottom): Ash,
hornbeam,birch

GRAPEVINE

****

Butterflies
(top to
bottom): Brimstone, comma,
small tortoiseshell, peacock

Leaves(top to
bottom) :Beech,
oak,sycamore

For the reasons I have given, I consider that the proposed
development would create significant detriment to.the character
and appearance of this locality and cause a~ erosion of ~he
setting of Sydenham Hill and oulwich Woo~s in terms of visual
detriment as well as detriment to ecological and nature
conservation values.
I have taken into account all o~her matters
raised at the inquiry but none was sufficient to outweigh the
considerations which led to my decision.
For the above reasons, and in exercise of the powers transferred
to me, I hereby dismiss this appeal.

RADIO DULWICH: A sponsored cycle ride and 24-hour broadcasts are
among events planned by Dulwich Hospital Radio for Hospital Radio
Week from 2-9 May.
Dulwich radio supporters will also be
pushing beds and a car, staging a fete and a charity soccer match.
In 1986 they launched their E25,000 "Wired for Sound" appeal,
aiming to rewire'the hospital:
the group is also hoping to
extend its service to Dulwich North - the old St Francis Hospital.
For more information contact 635 0658.

****
EATING OUT: Brett's vegetarian and fish restaurant is recommended
by Ronnie Reed, who describes it as having "attractive decoration,
a nice atmosphere and very imaginative cooking".
The restaurant
is fully licensed and air conditioned.
Its specialities include:
maize and parmesan fondants;
tofu and vegetable tempura; and
fish shish (marinated chunks grilled on skewers).
Much of the
food is org~nically grown.
A three course meal for two including
a bottle of wine starts from El7.55 including VAT.
There is a
take away service.
Customers should note that Brett's can close
quite early in the evening.
Their number for reservations is
733 2041.
Brett's is at 16A Coldharbour Lane, Camberwell.

****

D G Hollis
Inspector
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THE DULWICH SOCIETY
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1986

Treasurer's Report, 1986
The audited Balance Sheet as at 31st December, 1986 and the Income
and Expenditure Account for the year ended that date are shown in
full in this issue.
Despite the continual movement to and away from the Dulwich area,
the total subscription income has remained constant.
The Society was again dependent on the high interest income, though
rates had fallen from 1985 levels, to help finance the production
of a further history of Dulwich houses, "Belair" being the subject
for 1986. Members are reminded that stocks of "Kingswood" and
"Belair" are available at the modest price of 75 pence.
As I noted in the January 1987 Newsletter, 1987 will be the fifth
year that the Society has maintained the subscription at £2 p.a.
It is always borne in mind that the Society is a non-profit making
body and exists to serve the community of Dulwich, but to enable it
to continue its many activities, to maintain the Quarterly Newsletter,
and to produce further histories it was agreed at the Annual General
Meeting that the subscription be £3 p.a. with effect from 1st
January, 1988.
This change means the alteration of all Bankers Orders and Deeds
of Covenant. To lighten some of the work, cost of correspondence
and postage on this, would you PLEASE use the coloured insert in
this issue, complete the Bankers Order, also the Deed of Covenant
to replace your existing Deed, or should you wish to start a new
one. PLEASE do this NOW and send it to me. I will forward the
Bankers Order to your Bank ready for 1st January, 1988.
I would again thank all those who responded so readily to my request
in the January Newsletter for prompt payment of subscriptions and
those who have generously sent donations towards the work of the
Society.
Again, and lastly, do not hesitate to let me know should you have a
query at any time on your membership position or Deed of Covenant.
A. J. DAVIS, F.C.A.

1986

~
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INCOME
1,984 Subscriptions received
112 Tax R&covery - Deeds of Covenant
596 Interes~ Received
42 Donations and Sundry
2,741 _ _7 Sale of Books
EXPENDITURE
1,376 Newsletters and Broadsheets
494 Local History Booklets
151 Printing, Stationery and Publicity
116 Postage and Telephone
325 Hire of Hall and Meeting Expenses
43 Subscriptions, Tree Name Plaque
90 Social Events - Surplus
2,601
6 Bank Charges

1,968
128
498
43
119

2,756

1,446
403
203
143
236
44
(63)
8

2,420
£ 336

£ 140
BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1986
NET ASSETS
Investments
National Savings Investment Account
3,995
Barclays Bank Deposit Account
18
4,013
Cash at Bank
341
472 Less: Sundry Creditors
108
Subscriptions in advance
Specific Donation - New Projector
580
(468) __J__!_g_
Deduct Sundry Debtor

4,352
21 4,373
422
510
91
100
701
128 (573)
£4,222

£3,886

3,746
140
£3,886

REPRESENTED BY:
Accumulated Fund as at 1st January, 1986
Add: Surplus for year

3,886
336

i).~~

A. J, DAVIS
DENYS WYATT
TREASURER
CHAIRMAN
REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF THE DULWICH SOCIETY
The above Accounts show a true and fair view of the financial state of the Society and 1:!1e
results for the year ended 31 st Dece·mber, 1986.

1/r-fi~
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£4,222

-

C:

K.A.G. JEFFRIES
.
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT.

J.tfFebruary, 1987.
23

