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Feuds and Feudalism

The biggest news for 300 years has broken in Dulwich. The Estates
Governors want to hand over the running of the Scheme of Manage-
ment.

Many people will say about time too. Judging by the views of those
who pack St. Barnabas Hall at meetings, the Governors seem an
unrepresentative body of men, many living outside Dulwich, with
undemocratic policies about our woods, our shops, our village play-
group.

But the Governors are not simply standing down. They want to split
the management of Dulwich into two. They consider their prime job to
be fundraising for a charity and are looking for some other organisation
to take over the administration of parts of the estate they don’t own.

But it seems bizarre and suspicious that this Governors’ charity
organisation, while wanting nothing more to do with the residents,
should want to keep its much-debated planning powers over residents’
loft extensions, satellite dishes and the like.

And guess who foots the bill for all this upheaval?

The Governors are behaving like the small boy in the playground who
picks up his ball because the others complain that he doesn’t play fair.

Several replies we can make to the Governors’ proposals are set out
in a formal letter from Captain Wyatt you will by now have received.
Broadly speaking, we can work with the Governors to set up some
successor body; or we can refuse to discuss it with them; or we can
approach one of the councils (probably Southwark) to take on the
scheme; or we can challenge the Governors in court.

We must think carefully whether these are the best options, add our
own suggestions, and turn up at the Society meeting on September 20.

But nothing will succeed if our three Dulwich residents’ organisations
go on feuding. The squabbles between the Dulwich Society, Dulwich
Village Preservation Society and the Dulwich Residents Association
would shame Lucia and Mapp. While we are disunited, we give the
Estates Governors carte blanche to divide and conquer the people of
Dulwich.

The second necessity, if our joint action is to succeed, is to stop the
feudal attitude which thinks that if the Governors go, so does
civilisation in Dulwich. The Governors should earn our respect not
because they are on first name terms with the great and good, but
because they have done something worthwhile for Dulwich.

Many people confuse the Governors as people, with the offices and
the machinery of the Scheme of Management which they head. There is

a widespread idea that the Governors can go off with their technical
staff and comfortable offices. We have contributed to these through our
service charges. Why should they be at liberty to dismantle them?

It is not the Scheme of Management which is at fault, nor the offices,
systems and staff. It has failed because it is badly administered by the
Governors.

Surely, for estates administration, now is the time to replace the
Governors with our own elected representatives who can call on the
same expert services, staff and offices as the Governors. We certainly
have enough eminent, talented and dedicated people in Dulwich.

Jane Furniwval
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Hostages to fortune - Since the last Dulwich Newsletter the news has
been dominated by the hostage crisis; the turmoil in the Middle East
and the latest declarations of the Estates Governors. The Dulwich
matters have been well covered elsewhere in the magazine, but we
would be interested to hear of any experiences of the Middle East
situation that our readers may have encountered: relatives stranded in
that part of the world, friends lost, or knock-on effects to businesses or
possibly even house purchases.

Commons visit - In May Captain Denys Wyatt, chairman of the
Society, escorted members of the the All-Party Parliamentary Arts and
Heritage Group on a tour of Dulwich. A route was chosen through
Railton Road so that they could see for themselves the clearance and
rebuilding, and then on to the Village, and the Park where Park
Superintendent Tester showed them round.

At the Picture Gallery they met some of the Estates Governors before
viewing the pictures and listening to short talks by Giles Waterfield and
Gillian Wolfe,

The Gallery kindly provided refreshments, as did the Golf Club,
where the party finished up, for which everyone was very grateful.

Help needed - The Children's Country Holidays Fund, which sends
3,000 London children on annual holidays, needs an area organizer for
Camberwell and Dulwich. Children are recommended by head teachers,
educational social worlers, and are individually placed in host families
or camps. It is essential to be on the telephone and to be mobile within
the area, but the work can be done from your own home. Anyone
interested should telephone the director of the Fund, Miss Linda
Graham, on 071-928 6255.

The Dulwich Players - Congratulations to the Players on their success
in the Norbury & Thornton Heath Drama Association’s theatre in the
round festival in June. Their production of Green Forms by Alan
Bennett, directed by Jan Rae and Ian Rutter, came third out of 21
entries, winning the Chesil Cup. This is one of the few festivals for
theatre in the round, and always attracts a strong entry. It is good to see
the Players continuing their success with festival plays.

The Players’ first major production of the new season will be the
musical Cabaret, based on Christopher Isherwood’s stories of pre-War
Berlin. This is the first musical the Players have presented for seven
years and it promises to be a colourful and exciting production.

The three performances are in St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village, on
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Friday, October 26 and Saturday, October 27, afternoon and evening,
Tickets are available from Nicky Rutter, 90 Dovercourt Road, SE22
(081-693 8235) or from Brian Green at The Art Stationers, Dulwich
Village.

Dulwich Pavilion - An exhibition of the final twenty designs for a
Pavilion at Dulwich Picture Gallery continues until October 14.

Summer sun - Dulwich is resounding with the sounds of subsidence
as many of us pay a high price for this lovely summer. Horror stories,
please, to the Dulwich Newsletter office. 1If we can't help, at least we can
commiserate.

Society social - St Barnabas Hall has been booked for a social event on
Thursday, December 6. Initial ideas include refreshments, varied
orchestral items, singing, readings, some with a seasonal flavour, but
other ideas would be most helpful. Volunteers are essential. So if you
have a bright idea you would like to see flourish phone Robin Taylor,
081-670 0890.

Social secretary - the Society is still looking for one, or several
volunteers to form a sub-committee. Again, phone Robin. She can't do

everything single-handed.




AGM, 1991 - On March 1, 1990, the following resolution was passed:

“Any resolution and/or decision at an Annual General Meeting (other
than those tabled by the Executive Committee) shall be submitted in
writing, duly proposed and seconded by members of the Society, to the
Secretary not less than 28 days before the meeting, Details of the
resolutions will be included in the agenda for the AGM which is
circulated to all members in accordance with the Rules of the Society.”

Members are reminded that the notice for each AGM and its
accompanying agenda are circulated in the winter edition of this
magazine. This will go to print by the middle of November, therefore any
resolutions for the next AGM (March 7, 1991) must reach the Secretary
by November 9, 1990. An outline of this new procedure was given with
the notice and agenda for the 1990 AGM in Newsletter 97.

Watch this space - in the next issue, it could be your advertisement.
Phone this office for more details.

Eating out - Dulwich is rich in restaurants, so we're starting a
Gourmet Guide for readers to write themselves, Advertisers welcome,
too.

Women and children go first - Obstetrics and gynaecology depart-

ments are moving from Dulwich Hospital to Kings Collegs Hospital

‘because of financial necessity’ says Kings Collegs. Whatever Dulwich

Hospital devotees say about its cosy atmosphere, the move seems

;en;:\l}bl;a1 as there are no paediatricians or night anaesthetists at
ulwich,

Although it is billed as a short-term solution to lack of funds, Kings

Collegs would like the move to be permanent. Look out for public
consultation,

Sold out - Kings College Medical School has gone through with the sale
of its sports ground at Dog Kennel Hill to Sainsbury’s. While some decry
the loss of the open space, the medics are delighted with the dosh and
say it's no great loss anyway as it wasn't open to the public....

DEADLINES - DEADLINES - DEADLINES

All copy for the next issue must be with the editor by November 1.
Preferably illustrations should be line drawings or black and white
photographs. Don't forget the fax number: 071-738 4858.
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Demnys Wyatt and Reg Colins represented the Dulwich Society at
two Ordinary Meetings of the Advisory Committee - on May 1 and
July 17 - and one Special Mecting on June 27.

May 1 1990

(1) The Estates Governors agreed to call a Special Meeting to discuss the
Accounts. They reported that the experimental mini-roundabout at the
Huntslip Rd junction had been approved.

The DVPS tabled a motion urging the Estates Governors to adopt
certain changes in the manner of management of the Scheme of
Management; these were roughly in line with those put forward by
ourselves as reported in the last Newsletter. In view of the short notice,
it was agreed this motion would also be considered at the Special
Meeting.

Special Meeting on June 27 1990

Mr Harman, of the Dulwich Village Preservation Society, tabled a list
of detailed and searching questions on the Annual Accounts, itemising
increases in both income and expenditure over the period 1981-1989.
During this time, the return for the three major beneficiaries (Dulwich
College, JAGS and Alleyns School) had fallen substantially, as had
income from real estate, whereas management and professional fees
had increased substantially. The paper noted that during this period,
the Estates’ income had become heavily dependent upon investment
and deposit income.

It was agreed that, as the paper had just been tabled, the Estates
Governors would need time to consider it.

The motion tabled by the DVPS at the Meeting on May 1 - namely
that the Estates Governors should call a meeting with the amenity
societies, to discuss the proposed new arrangements - was put to the
vote and carried six (the amenity societies to four (the Estates
Governors, the chairman abstaining). This does not mean the proposals
were accepted, only that the recommendation for a meeting to discuss
them would be put to the full Board of Governors.

On the Scheme of Management, the minutes of the meeting read:
(2) Scheme of Management

Caplaln Wyall, on belialf of the Dulwich Sociely, stated that whilst he
appreciated that the paper contained on the agenda was an attempt lo
be helpfitl, his Society had not had suflicient lime lo consult the
membership, and was not in a position fo comment on the contents at
this time. The co-ordinating commiltee of the three societies had been
reconvened, but fiad ot yel met.

Professor Whiteman, on behall of the Dulvich Village Preservation




Soclely, also stated that lie had not had time fo consult the members of
his Soclety. In his view, It was beholden solely upon the Estales
Governiors lo deal with all transitional matters and set up a successor
body in which his Soclety mijght then participate.

None of the Soclelies wished fto participate in the proposed Joint
Working Par{y for the time being.

The chalrman recalled that the Estates Governiors had orjginally been
reluctant fo become Managers of the Scheme; and confirmed o the
meeling that the Board’s decision of May 19 had been based on the
recognifion that it was no longer in the Inferests of the charity lo
conltinue to manage the Scheme, and that there would inevitably be an
element of financlal loss were they fo continue fo do so, with no
compensalory benelil.

The chairman also informed the committee that in the absence of any
co-operation by the amenify sociely represenlatives on such a Joint
Workdng Party, the Estates Governors would independently take action
fo proceed in accordance with the Boards decision. Furthermore, fie
regretted that the amenlly socleties were not prepared fo conliibute to
the discussion, particularly bearing in mind the length of time which
had elapsed since they were Informed of the Governors’ decision.

It was generally agreed that the Estates Governors should inform all
enfranchised freeholders of their proposals, by circular letter, and then
a public meeting might be arranged subsequently.

The Minutes referred further to the Scheme as follows:

n reply fo a question fiom Caplain Wyall, the general manager
informed the committee that the st of comments and questions on the
annual accounts submiticd by Mr Haiman to that meeting had been the
subfect of a reply by letler to Mr Harmarn,

Scheme of Managecment

Mr Browning, for the Dulwvich Residents Association, and Captain Wyatt
for the Dulwich Soclely, informed the meeting that they had not yet had
an opportunily to consult their membership, nor had the co-ordinating
committee of the three amenity socielles represeniled on the Advisory
Commiltee met lo consider the proposals.

Mr Browning on behalf of Dulwich Residents Association, ralsed a
number of points for clarification which were answered by the general
manager. These relaled lo the powers of a successor body; Is lerms of
reference; provisions for its determination, that the Joint Working Party
would report to the Board of the Estates Governors; the timescale of
March 31 1991, costs; effects upon leaseholders and relativity of costs

lo the chosen level of enforcement of any powers.

Mr Chandler added that by proposing a Joint Working party, the
Estates Governors had envisaged that this would be the best forum for
answering these and other questions which may arise.

Item 4 - Scheme of Management - Quinquennial Charge

The commitlee noted the report which had been clrculated with the
agendaa.

My Wylie wished to record formally his thanks on behalf of the Estates
Governors lo Messrs. Wyatt and Collins of the Dufwich Soclety, and to
the two other co-defendants in agreelng lo act as representalives in the
action.

The last paragraph refers to our agreement not to oppose an
application by the Estates Governors to alter the date of calculation of
the Quinquennial charge on April 1 1990,

July 17 1990

The DVPS was unfortunately unable to be represented at this
meeting.

On the Quinquennial charge, the Minutes read:
Scheme of Management - Quinquennial Charge
Reléerence has been made at previous meelings of the commiitee lo the
application to the High Court for an amendment lo the Scheme of
Management, proposing the change of reference dale for the calculation
of the apportionment of the charge for the current quinguennium, fiom
April 1 1990 fo March 31 1990. Members of the commitlee will recall
that the need for change has been caused by the abolition of domestic
rales fiom April 1 1990. :7: ? The Inltial hearing before a Master of the
Court, was held on July 5 1990. The four representalive defendants had
all advised the court that they did not wish to oppose the Governors’
application.
The Master accepled the strength of the Governors' case, and he
particularly noted that the same device had already been adopted for
certain purposes of the procedures of the Courts themselves.

The appropriale order was made by the Master, referring the matler for
consideration by a Judge, on the non-witness list.

We were then informed that the Estates Governors had submitted a
planning application for domestic housing, including 24 parking spaces,
in the Woodyard - currently scheduled for light industrial use - and for
housing in the waste space opposite the Alleyns’ Head public house.

I enquired whether it was true that the infants' Playgroup had been
instructed to take down their sign from the fence in Gallery Road, and




was informed that Lloyds Register, who hold the ground on lease from
the Governors, had been requested to make an application as the sign
had been put up without the Governors’ permission.

Finally, the Governors’ refusal of the motion tabled by the DVPS was
recorded on the Agenda for the Meeting on June 27 as follows:
4. Motion Submitted by three amenity societies
1 accordance with the undertaking given at the last ordinary meeting of
the Advisory Commitlee, the Board of Governors has now considered
the moltion submitted by the three amenity soclelies represented on the
Advisory Committee, following the last meeting of the Commilttee.
At a Speclal Meeting of the Board, It was agreed, without dissent, fto
approve the following resolutions:
@) To draw lo the attention of the Aavisory Commitlee the inaccuracles
contained in the preamble to the moltion.

b) That the proposals contained in the motion sfiould not be accepted,
in view of the Board's own decision of 19th May 1990 lo withdraw fiom
management of the Scheme of Management.

&) That the detatls of the proposed amendments to the Scheme of
Management are most appropriately discussed with the successor boay
lo the Estates Governors as Managers of lhe relevant provisions of the
Scheme of Management.

Denys Wyatt, Chairman
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There is concern in Dulwich about the environmental impact of
excessive vehicles through our streets. This concern focuses on fumes,
noise and general unpleasantness, but of overriding concern is the
danger to everyone, especially children and elderly people.

There are more than 500 fatal casualties each year on London’s roads
and many times that number are injured, often seriously. Moreover, as
has been recently reported, the numbers are increasing, particularly
child casualties.

Speeding is one of the greatest problems. Two studies have been
reported in Danger on the Road, the Needless Scourge. One showed that
if a pedestrian is struck by a vehicle travelling at more than 34mph
there is a one in two chance of death, whereas if the vehicle is travelling
at more than 40mph the risk of death rises to nine in ten. The other
study showed that in accidents pedestrians, especially children, were far
more likely to be killed when vehicles hit the victim at more than
25mph.

A study of the behaviour of drivers in the vicinity of children crossing
roads revealed that the drivers took no action to avoid a possible
accident until the car was so close that it could not be stopped in time.

Another study, by the Psychology Department of Nottingham
University, found that drivers did not slow down at all when they passed
child pedestrians leaving school, despite the fact that this is exactly the
time when children are unlikely to be concentrating on traffic.

Speed, however, is not the only problem. There are many others,
including traffic lights and road layouts. The Society's Traffic and
Transport Committee needs to have as good a knowledge as possible
about casualties on the roads of Dulwich.

The police are too pre-occupied with other matters to be able to
record the numbers and types of accident, and details of individual
accidents, reliably and fully. We are therefore asking our members to
complete and send to us details,using a photocopy of the form set out
overleaf, of any road accidents they become aware of.

Alastair Haniton
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ROAD ACCIDENT REPORT

The Dulwich Society is concerned to reduce the danger on Dulwich’s
roads. To help us to do this, would members please complete the brief
report below and send it to us (in addition to any reports to the police
and other authorities).

Place of accident.........cueuuvmviiiiiiiiiiiiimininecinnrn e
Date...oiviviiiviiiiiniiiiiiiin, P
Time of day ..ovicciiiiiniiiiiiiunriii e e s ens
Type and number of casualties.....cccoeereerriiinerennerererenneersnnns
Description of accident ......ccooviiriviiiiniiiiiiinniiieniine s

........................................................................................

........................................................................................

........................................................................................

........................................................................................

........................................................................................

Please send this completed form to:
Alastair Hanton,

Traffic and Transport Committee, 8 Gilkes Crescent, London,
SE21 7BS Telephone: 081-693 2618
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Just a lot of hot air?

A widely deplored ploy by short story writers whose story lines have got
out of hand is to decide “...and then I woke up and realised that it had
all just been a dream.” Viewers of Channel 4's The Greenhouse
Conspiracy last month may well have felt that they had awoken with a
start from the Greenhouse Nightmare. Visions of economic upheaval,
rising seas and dying forests vanished like fading dreams, and one
could breathe a sigh of relief that everything was back to normal. Or
was it?

The spectre of a Greenhouse apocalypse has probably done more
than any other single issue to unite the public behind green causes and
their champions, and has given a special urgency to the task of solving
ecological problems. The Greenhouse message has a quality that is
almost religious.

In the foreseeable future, within the lifetime of many who are now
alive, there will be a dreadful price to pay for the thoughtless human
exploitation of the earth. The reasons and the remedies are known, and
there is just about enough time to avert catastrophe - that is if enough
people are prepared to turn aside from selfish and destructive
behaviour. Moreover, these apocalyptic warnings have the authority of
respectable science,

In fact, the scientific community has never been other than divided
about the quality of the evidence for global warming caused by the
release of greenhouse gases, and some scientists even doubt the
ultimate reality of the Greenhouse threat. It would, however, be quite
tragic if the revelation that not everyone is convinced about the
Greenhouse apocalypse led people to suppose that the danger of
climatic change is illusory.

We can be quite certain that climate will change, whether human
beings have a hand in it or not. There is no cause for complacency in
the realisation that we do not really know how, when, or by how much.
That is why there is an urgent need for intensive research to provide us
with a much better understanding of the way in which climatic systems
work.

If Greenhouse warming takes place, will this be a smooth change, or
will it happen in unpredictable jumps, as feared by some researchers?
How fast might sea level be rising? More than 60 per cent of deaths from
natural disasters are caused by flooding: 3.5 million people died in the
Hwang Ho flood of 1931 alone.

How much climatic change is caused by small changes in the
brightness of the sun? It has been suggested that the so-called Little Ice
Age (late 13th to mid 19thC) was caused by a fall in solar activity.
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How do volcanoes influence climate? 1815 saw the greatest volcanic
explosion on record, that of Tambora in Indonesia. An explosion
equivalent to 800,000 Hiroshima-sized bombs hurled 100,000 million
cubic metres of dust into the atmosphere. This may well explain the
cooling of 1816, when midsummer snow and frost ruined harvests in
New England and Northern Europe.

Environmentalists clamour for Greenhouse action, but how might we
reverse undesirable climatic trends that we have caused? The answers
may not be as simple as we would like,

Dr Martin Heath.
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We continue our leisurely stroll aroumd Dulwich, and preview
November's {llustrated lecture on Dulwich Past.

Whose good idea was it to fill in the deep and dangerous new ditch and
obliterate the ugly white line along it in Low Cross Wood Lane? Whose
silly idea was it to leave them there in the first place? The grass-banked
rural ditch in my picture showing demure Edwardian lady cyclists
sitting on a bench in the lane will not return but could not the bench be
replaced for weary travellers pulling up the hill from the station?

At the top, on the wall of No 3 Crescent Wood Road, opposite the
pub, is a blue plaque to Logie Baird, the TV inventor who once lived
there. You have to wallk up the drive to see it but there is only one
occupant of the old house left. When it becomes empty, with its huge
back garden going down into the wood as far as the four lovely copper
beeches - the four old ladies of Dulwich - and where the old foxes’
earths are, will we have another Beechgrove on our hands?

Further into the wood young Chris, a dedicated member of the
Estate’s staff, has made a good job of restoring the ancient, natural
pond but his plans for re-introducing wildlife to it could be thwarted by
those thoughtless enough to let their dogs swim in it - even throwing in
sticks to encourage them.

Down in the valley are elms making a comeback? There are hopeful
signs in the hedgerows of Grange Lane and Gallery Road where the
crowns of the mighty elms once touched across the roadway. (Again, see
my pictures!) In the disgustingly rubbish-strewn park, behind Mr
Bellman's riding stables, I have discovered a solitary elm with a base
girth of 34" and a height of approximately 20’ and seemingly in good
health.

To end on an historical note. In 1888 the Estates Governors of the
day made a free gift of 72 acres of prime farmland to be laid out as a
public park, the last of the great Victorian London parks. Possibly the
only reminders of this event are to be seen on the stone balustrades of
the bridge taking the carriageway across the small stream from which
the lake was carved. Encircled by the legend Metropolitan Board of
Worlks are seven small coats-of-arms, presumably of the London
Parishes.

Lord Rosebery, who officially opened the park in 1890, was the first
chairman of the new LCC which succeeded the MBW.,

Bill de Baerdemaecker
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Why I like living in Dulwich.

Scuttling squirrels, weeping willows, geese and ducks by the mill pond.
Simple things really, but for me they tip the scales in favour of living in
Dulwich - an oasis in Suburbia, just a stone’s throw from the noisy,
polluted capital.

Of course, there's more to living in Dulwich than squirrels and geese,
but somehow they add a certain calmness and give a country flavour to
everyday life in SE21. I remember my first visit to Dulwich. It was in
1970. 1 came to meet my prospective mother-in-law after a whirlwind
romance in the Mediterranean. 1 passed the test and a few weeks later
became ‘Mrs’ and moved into the area - and we're still here.

Looking back, Dulwich was different then but the small things that
malke it look like a village remain - the little white posts and chain links,
the old shops opposite the pub and the tree-lined approach from the
South Circular, Perhaps one of the prettiest parts of Dulwich is the Mill
Pond and Pond Cottages which have an attractiveness which lasts right
through the year, whether it's pouring with rain, knee deep in snow or
bathed in brilliant sunshine. The geese and ducks eagerly wait for
passers-by to offload their stale bread and the quaint wooden-fronted
cottages offer a “"guardian eye” as they huddle together at the far end.
Opposite, of course, is Dulwich College with its magnificent gates
opening into splendid grounds and an impressive building.

If it's village life - well, use a little imagination! - that attracts people
to Dulwich then you might expect to find a village pub. Not so. True,
there is a pub in the middle of the village but sadly it lacks the warmth
and charm you might expect a village pub to have. In my book, the
Dulwich Wood House takes a lot of beating.

The birdlife in Dulwich is lovely. Even at 4am you can almost forgive
the birds singing at the tops of their voices. In our neck of the woods
there seems to be one bird who gives the signal at about 3.50am and
then all hell lets loose. Ubiquitous starlings dash here, there and
everywhere, while it's often easy to pick out the beautiful colours of the
jay and the long tail of the magpie. Owls, cuckoos, blue tits, hawks,
crows, sparrows and robins inhabit the trees and bushes in Dulwich
and most can be seen by just looking out of the window. There is a
rather insistent woodpecker that seems to live in the trees by the Old
College Tennis Club on Gallery Road. Just as you throw the ball up to
serve the pecking starts and it is amazingly loud.

If ever we move from Dulwich I know I shall always miss Christmas
Eve in St Stephen’s church on College Road. It's a lovely occasion with a
carol service preceding Midnight Mass. There is a spirit of peace and
goodwill running through the congregation that compares with little
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else. Talking of Christmas, 1 look forward to seeing the little Christmas
trees perched on the roofs of the shops in the village with their twinkling
Hghts swaying in the wind. It looks so frlendly and welcoming. Dulwich
in the snow is another wonderful sight

Thank goodness 1 met a man who already knew the good things
about living in Dulwich and persuaded me to live there too!

Beverley Jones

17




Dr Gordon MCG. Reid, Keeper of Natural History, gave a lecture
arranged by the Wildlife Committee in which every other sentence
seemed to turn up some arresting fact or situation.

The wildlife extended out of the museum in every direction. The roots
drew sustenance from material kept not only inhouse but also from
musty repositories at Dreadnought School, Greenwich, every package a
mystery. One might disgorge old-style Fry’s chocolate boxes (made of
wood) containing rare birds eggs, another might hold a rare crocodile’s
jaw. The value to research of even the most pathetically decayed
specimens had to be considered. Analysis of the bones from moth-eaten
water birds from the last century gave valuable data on the history of
minerals in the water and hence on the effect of fluorine and the like on
present-day public health.

Conservation of the large collection of more than a quarter of a
million specimens is a major task. They represent a potential beanfeast
to all sorts of organisms from mites to fungi, just itching to turn a
Victorian arrangement of brilliant birds into something resembling Old
Man'’s Beard. Misappropriation is not unknown: long ago a whole Polar
Bear disappeared. Historical research by the speaker revealed that it
had been “loaned” one year to Selfridge’s Christmas Grotto! There is
also preservation of the museum itself and the task of preserving the
specimens from the depredations of the British building operative as he
upends and irrigates his way through the display halls.

There is restoration and its social problems. Should a walrus,
incorrectly stuffed by the Victorians to resemble an aquatic Michelin
Man, be disembowelled and restored correctly or should he be left in the
full adipose majesty which has led four generations of Londoners to love
him? Sanity prevailed over pedantry. And what do you do when the
indigenous Australian people ask for their ancestors’ skulls back?
Conscience-wringing and negotiations are proceeding parallel.

Then there is the aquarium - never a dull moment. The Horniman
has green (or should it be fish?) fingers and seems able to keep things
alive and breeding that just fade out elsewhere. The sixty specimens of
one species of fish are all that remain of them on this planet and are a
world source for research. A rare albino frog is said to have inspired a
well-known politician to take up herpetology (reptiles) - presumably this
squares with his declared concern for humanity.

Public behaviour is bewildering: one baby cayman was “crocodile-
napped” by a man in a greasy raincoat but left on the doorstep some
days later. All in a day's work have been the roles of midwife to a lizard,
and pioneering anaesthetician to a lungfish that needed calming before
transporting to another place.
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The aquarium led to work in Lake Victoria in Africa where an
introduced species - the Nile Perch - has devoured almost the whole
finny contents. The perch itself can be devoured by the locals, but
consumes just about all the wood growing around to smoke it. So it is
pretty well an ecological disaster. The perch might eventually eat itself
out of existence, but then the balance might be so disturbed that the
lake will be choked with fish-stifling algae and die an "oxygen-death”.
The museum is studying the life-cycles of the species concerned to see if
a way out can be found.

A step across the African continent enabled work to be fitted in on
the ecology of the Camerocon rainforest where it is so torrid that even
small scratches infect instead of healing. Nineteen of a twenty-man
expedition went down with cerebral malaria. The nineteen had been
sent to look after the speaker. He discovered hitherto unknown and very
beautiful species of fish in the rivers and lakes.

Back home at the Horniman, work with students produced the
discovery of new species of flies and of fungi in the woods of Dulwich
plus a computerised catalogue of our local ecology. This was presented
at the recent appeal against development at Beechgrove and it
undoubtedly helped our success there.

The Museum also identifies specimeéns for government authorities,
including Customs and Excise. The word "excise” sometimes has a
literal connotation. They have been known to insist that people with
medically mysterious lumps acquired abroad have them cut out and
sent for scrutiny, One man was thus found to be illegally but
(unwittingly) importing a cattle tick in a somewhat embarrassing
fashion. There were no charges since he had already been ticked off...

In another case, mysterious itches suffered by the staff of an office in
Forest Gate were traced in Holmes-like manner from a tiny fragment of
insect wing to a tank full of rare midge larvae, hidden from view on the
roof,

Dr Reid gave us a fascinating evening, but we should realise that to
survive, modern museums need every bit of support that we can give. In
Dulwich we are lucky to have all this. There is a strong art side
(especially musicology) as well as science. Some people come from
abroad to see our museum. Support for it is most effectively given by
joining the Friends of the Horniman which only costs £5 p.a. Send
cheques to the membership secretary at the Museum.

Peter Rowland
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A duck and her family found that a bungalow in Perifield was
safer than one of the Dulwich parks.

A duck made its nest and laid eight eggs by a pond in the patio of a
bungalow in Perifield. Seven of the eggs hatched and mother and
children happily swam and fed in the pond, which measures 8 x 6 x 1.5
ft. The goldfish, inhabitants of the pond for some fifteen years’ seemed
undisturbed by the intrusion,

As soon as the ducklings were seen (probably the second day after
hatching) a call was made to the Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds and advice was given for the care of them. What gave the
surprised new “landlord” most anxiety was that the duck made no effort
to feed the young as do other birds and would indeed snatch food from
them. The ducklings were, however, able to feed themselves at once
from what they found in the, pond and on advice from the RSPB special
food was bought from a pet shop and stale bread was provided.

The pond had been carefully tended for fifteen years but now it is
ravaged by the new inhabitants with lilles and plants scattered all over
the surface. It had been thought that the duck and her young might be
shifted to one of the ponds in the neighbouring parks, but as rats
abound it was decided that Perifield would be a safer home.

The ducklings would have been able to fly away at about eight weeks
according to the experts and it was suggested that some at least might
return to nest next year.

Seymour Robinsorn
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MINIATURE GERANIUMS (botanically Miniature Pelargoniums)

If you have never grown these plants before, then you have missed a
combination of beauty, colour, and interest, as miniatures give all the
characteristics of the full-sized zonal geraniums, with their colour and
leaf forms. Small is beautiful is true, for the true miniature only grows
up to six inches; between six and ten inches the plant is lmown a
“dwarf” by specialist nurseries from whom you should obtain your
plants. The smallness will enable you to grow more plants - upwards of
fifty may easily be accommodated in an 8 x 6ft greenhouse which is the
best place to grow them, but they will, however, be quite happy in a
bright frost-free position in house or garden, providing colour from
spring to autumn, and even an odd bloom for the Christmas table.

If you do not like geraniums, then do not read on as miniatures
require a little more care than the larger varieties of geraniums. For
example, you cannot just stick cuttings in the ground and say “root"!
Choose cuttings from plants growing strongly; the ideal cutting should
be 1.5 to 2 inches in length and cut just below the node. It is difficult to
root a cutting under one inch in length. My own method is to plant
them in “jiffy sevens” in June or July. When the roots show, they may
be transferred without harm to 3in or 3.5in pots. A fully grown
miniature will be quite happy in a 4in pot. (A *jiffy seven” is a pellet of
compressed peat and chemicals, about .25in thick and 1.5in in
diameter, which when soaked in water increases in size to 1.5in x 1.5in)

The best way to start a collection of miniatures is with young plants
or cuttings and this is how they will be sent to you by nurseries, but
you can grow them successfully by seed - about 50p per seed from any
top seedsman, In order to flower the first year, sow when the moon is
waxing in January in 70 degrees F: germination occurs in 80% of seeds
sown in 10/14 days.

When the first true leaves appear reduce the temperature to 60
degrees F. If "jiffy sevens” are used, there will be no problems of potting
or repotting. Seed may be sown at other times of the year, but the young
plants may not flower in their first year, and being small and young, will
require nursing during their first winter.

The Royal Horticultural Society at Vincent Square often has displays
of miniature and dwarf geraniums with young plants for sale. If you
plan to visit a specialist nursery, obtain a catalogue beforehand to avoid
disappointment. Young plants will probably be in a peat-based
compost. After five or six weeks they will require a fertilizer i.e.
Phostrogen or similar; repotting may not be necessary until the
following year. If you buy by post from a nursery (and there is a big mail
order business) they will probably be rooted cuttings in a peat compost
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-or in "Jiffy sevens”. | transfer them to John Innes No2 compost as this
has sufficient fertilizer for 3 months - then let them grow on in a bright
situation, Water when the compost is really dry - probably once a week
or more in the summer. A plant will soon die if over watered (by
drowning!), but mature plants survive short dry periods without harm.

If you are still interested in growing these beautiful and interesting
plants, go to Chelsea Flower Show or to the Royal Horticultural Society
Exhibitions at Vincent Square, where you will see them displayed at
their best.

Do not forget to “talk” to your plants; they need encouragement, as
we all do to give of their best.

John Robinson
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In the heart of Dulwich is a garden which seems mever to stop
blooming. The Dulwich Newsletter visits the Love plot.

It measures only 90 x 20 ft and contains two greenhouses, a pond, a
shed, innumerable hanging baskets, flower and chimney pots. You
could say it is a little crowded, but you'd be wrong, for in this enchanted
garden there is so much space, air, colour and vitality that it will take
your breath away.

Albert Love has a long association with the Camberwell Garden Guild
and from its shows both he and his wife Joan have an impressive
collection of medals and prizes. Last year they came second in the
competition of the London Garden Soclety, patron, the Queen Mother.
In 1985 he won the Garden News Competition for the best small garden
in London and we hope this year he will win, In July a television film
about ladybirds was made using his beautiful garden, and it will be
broadcast in the spring on Channel 4.

This garden seems never to stop blooming. The immaculate hanging
baskets are themselves a tremendous task and the flowerbeds have fine
shrubs as a background for the perennials and annuals which are
grown from seed in one small greenhouse. The garden walls are hidden
by climbing plants and there is an intermixture of evergreen plants and
shrubs so that winter hardly shows. The second greenhouse is crowded
with cacti and other exotics, and to keep a balance Albert is a dab hand
at onions and potatoes which grow on his allotment.

Albert says he retired a little early due to poor health. Retired, he
looks slim, energetic and happy. Joan works just as hard and they are
both talented flower arrangers for which they have won a vast number
of prizes.

Aqy Lawson Dick




In April, our first visit of the season held a tinge of sadness as Miss Rosa
Davis is retiring to Beckenham after a long life in Dulwich, during which
the community has so greatly benefited from her knowledge of plants
and wildlife and her generosity to these causes.

The Davis family moved to College Road in 1926 and the well-stocked
orchard, the beautifully planted rock garden and herbaceous border,
the greenhouse and the apiary were all planned and tended with loving
care. | especially enjoyed the small enclosed “acid garden” full of the
things we want to grow and can't! We wish her well in her new home,
and hope we shall still see her often.

Mrs Rosemary Toler always has a well-stocked and well-tended
garden. She enjoys her garden and also enjoys sharing it. In spite of the
difficult spring weather with alternate heat and frosts, there was a
beautiful show of blossoms and the many interesting shrubs were in
excellent condition.

The following week we went to the hillside garden of Mr and Mrs
Rider where rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias and many rock plants
were at their peak - it's a lovely informal place to stroll under the trees
bordering Dulwich Wood.

Mrs Stallybrass has lived at the top of Sydenham Hill since 1952 and
this year agreed to be our hostess in May. Her garden surprises you as
there is no kind of hint in the approach that such spacious openness
lurks behind the house. A central lawn surrounded by good trees and
some flowerbeds produces an unfussy and restful atmosphere, and a
number of well-grouped chairs tempted many to sit and chat and move
again in a relaxed way which I feel was due to the kindly personality of
our hostess, who spoilt us with tea and scones. There was a good
turnout and I hope she will let us come again.

Early June was cold and cloudy. The small garden of species roses in
Dovercourt Road had been early like everywhere else, but just managed
to hang on long enough to male a respectable show for old friends. Rain
closed play. I think the frogs in our new pond - someone said there were
fourteen of them - were a great attraction.

The following week on June 9 it was still raining, but it cleared long
enough for a visit to the astonishing garden created by Albert and Joan
Love (see The Love Plot). The Garden Group turned up to meet these
new members and went away amazed and delighted.

The Cheshire Home in College Road opened its doors to us on June
23 and we were most hospitably entertained by Mrs Pat Rose and Mrs
Eileen Jackson. The garden was looking lovely and the residents, I
think, rather enjoyed the advent of so many visitors,

Everyone tries to visit Mrs Springbett's lovely big garden which
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always seems to be in top form whatever the season and is also always
immaculately tended. We know too what an excellent baker our hostess
is and that this is sure to be a happy day.

The last garden of our summer season is owned by Mr and Mrs Rich
in Dulwich Village and is also renowned for the warm and kindly
welcome, the good tea, and the lovely pool where many people enjoy a
swim.

At these meetings, we see mostly the faces of friends we come to
know well and we often think it strange that there is not a larger
attendance. The people who open their gardens do seem to enjoy it and
those who come most certainly do, and we hope that we may have many
more of these happy occasions. If you would like invitations for next
year do send your name and address to Miss J Galer, 16 Lovelace Road,
SE21 8JX.
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The Silent Minority

There is a silent minority of drivers who never protest but quietly go
about the roads on their mundane local journeys. These include
mothers delivering children, hospital visiting and trips to the supermar-
ket or the local DIY store.

This minority is enjoined to use public transport yet, with the
exception of a few extra bus services, public transport in Southwark has
not improved in the last 40 years.

In the last 20 years traffic has increased by 50 per cent and 69 per
cent of households have regular use of a car, yet the vociferous
“majority” blocks all attempts to improve the roads. Instead of
improvements we have traffic calming. It was sad that children were
involved in an accident in Court Lane, SE21, Strips were installed and
traffic diverted to Lordship Lane. It was sad that an elderly man was
recently killed in an accident on that road.

And the fact that a bus route had to be diverted away from Court
Lane, depriving those in local streets of its service, was apparently
considered of no account.

I suggest that traffic dilution - letting traffic find its own way and level
in the side streets, thus relieving the main arteries - is by far a better
solution.

Phillp Spooner, Homestall Road, SE22.

You might find that residents of those side streets don 't like that idea,
cither. £d.

Traffic views

Mountaineering over the road humps in Court Lane, one has the
feeling that one’s vehicle may not survive the ordeal.

Between Bedford Hill and Balham High Road similar humps have
been built: but the driver's experience is entirely different. The reason, |
suggest, is simple: the contractors knew what they were doing.

So should they not be invited to Dulwich, since further humps are
scheduled?

Graham Thorne, Woodwarde Road, SE22.

Answering back

One of your correspondents in the Summer Newsletter asked how the
Governors are elected. There are 25 Estates Governors: 13 are
nominated by the charities who are the beneficiaries of the Estate; the
Governors co-opt the other six, at least three of whom must be resident
on the Estate. In practice, at least half of the present board lives on the
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Estate, and many of the others have strong local connections.

The Newcomer to Dulwich was unlucky in starting his or her
acquaintance with Dulwich affairs at a meeting called by the DVPS to
which the Governors were not invited. That is why they made no official
comment at the meeting, and since those who ran the meeting did not
permit any discussion or questions of significance, those Governors who
were present remained silent.

As members of the Dulwich Society know, the Governors did not have
to be lured to their open meeting, only invited. This year was the third
such successful occasion. Not all the Governors were present, and your
correspondent will be pleased to know that we do have youthful and
active ladies on the board.

If the Newcomer had been kind enough to supply a name, 1 would
have sent one of our recent leaflets which most residents have received,
about the role of the Estates Governors and the history of the Estate.

We are blamed once again, in another letter, for the empty shops in
the Village. There is one shop undergoing repair before it can be
marketed, but generally shops are empty because a lessee, wishing to
dispose of a lease, is looking for a considerable premium - which does
not support the view that rents are excessive.

The Governors take no pleasure and less benefit from empty shops,
but we do read the national press and know that this problem is
nationwide. Those who could really do something about it are you
readers, many of whom live in Dulwich and shop in supermarkets and
superstores in neighbouring areas, not local shops. You are following a
trend which has deprived many villages and towns of their small local
shops in recent years.

Your correspondent’s letter was colourfully written and interestingly
illustrated, but I do hope he gives the local shopkeepers the practical
support which would actually be more helpful. We deplore the situation
as much as anyone, and certainly have no policy - as some have
suggested - of leaving property and shops empty.

Jeremy M B Goleli, Eslales Goverrior, Alleyn'’s College of God's Gift.

A letter to Captain Wyatt

Thank you very much indeed for giving us such an enjoyable and
interesting evening. We were all tremendously impressed by the
attractiveness of Dulwich and much appreciated the trouble you had
gone to to give us such a varied tour. The Picture Gallery is always a
delight and it was interesting to hear what they are doing there. Please
convey our thanks to your colleagues, and the staff of the Golf Club, for
making us so welcome.

The Lord Crathorne, Al-Party Parliamentary Arls and Herilage Group.
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Beg, borrow or steal - A few months ago I was lucky enough to
purchase a private collection of 123 Magic Lantern slides of Dulwich to
add to my collection, says Bill de Baerdemaecker. Associating Magic
Lanterns with Victorian times I hoped for some previously unseen gems
of rural Dulwich. Unfortunately, the period appears to be the 1920s and
early Thirties, and includes the almost obligatory pictures of the
Tollgate, Gallery, Parlg, Old Chapel and Village High Street.

However, I feel that there are enough slides to make an interesting
programme for November 1, and if I have not found a satisfactory
method of transferring the slides to the modern 35mm size by then, I
intend to beg, borrow or steal an original Magic Lantern. Any offers?

Up the garden path - Stones of all sizes suitable for paths, ruts,
borders and rockeries are available, free of charge to Society members,
Jjust come and collect. Phone 071-737 4441.

New inventions - The South ‘London Innovation Centre & Skill
Exchange has several free places for unemployed men and women who
wish to develop inventions based on their own ideas. Equipment
including computers, and expert guidance, are available in the
workshops. Phone 081-671 4055.

Cheshire Home - Athol House, 138 College Road, Dulwich, is the
London Cheshire Home for 18 severely handicapped men and wornen,
seventeen of whom are in wheelchairs. This is the only Cheshire Home
in London for the physically disabled. Yet how many of us are aware of
its existence?

The homes were founded by Group Captain Leonard Cheshire VC -
Dam Busters - and in Dulwich, the only London home, help is urgently
needed, either on a financial or voluntary basis. Their Christmas Fair, in
St Barnabas Hall, is on November 17, and if you would like to be more
personally involved, phone Don Graham, on 081-670 3740. Donations
should be sent to The London Cheshire Home, 138 College Road,
Dulwich SE19 1XE.
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On stage - Singers from the Royal Opera joined pupils from Torridon
Junior School at the Dulwich Picture Gallery earlier this year, as part of
the Gallery’s education programme. This followed a previous visit to the
Gallery by dancers from the Royal Ballet.
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Yet to be announced
Watch this space
Public Meeting. (Estates Governors.)

October 2 - 8pm
Dulwich Picture Gallery
The Tallis Chamber Orchestra.

Thursday October 4 - 8pm
St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village

[lustrated lecture by Mrs Sally Festing: Gertrude Jekyll and her
collaboration with Lutyens. (Garden Group.)

Sunday October 7 - 2pm
Tour of artists buried in West Norwood Cemetary.

Tuesday October 9 - 7.45pm
St Philip & St James Church Hall, Poplar Road, SE24.

Lecture by Nicholas Reed, chairman of the Friends of West Norwood
Cemetary: Some temporary and permanent residents of Norwood.
(Herne Hill Society.)

Friday/Saturday October 26/27 -8pm
St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village

Cabaret, performed by the Dulwich Players. Matinee on October 27. See
News.

Thursday November 1 - 8pm
St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village

Hlustrated lecture by Bill de Baerdemaecker: Dulwich past. (Local
History.)

Saturday November 3

Herne Hill United Reformed & Methodist Church Hall, Red Post Hill,
SE24
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Sunday November 4 - 11pm
Tour of Listed Monuments in West Norwood Cemetary.
Annual Craft Fair. (Herne Hill Society.)

Wednesday November 7
Dulwich Picture Gallery

Lecture by Nicola Kalinshky, Keeper of the Gallery: Charles le Brun. An
exhibition of this court painter to Louis X1V continues until January
21, 1991.

Saturday November 10
St Faith's Community Centre, Red Post Hill, SE24

Exhibition of quilts: Dulwich Quilters. Raffle tickets for one of the quilts
available from Jill Alexander (071-274 0948). Proceeds in aid of the
British Hospital for Incurables, Crown Point.

Saturday November 17 - 10.30am
5t Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village
Christmas Fair. {Friends of Athol House, the London Cheshire Home.)

Sunday December 2 - 8pm
Dulwich Picture Gallery
An evening with Prunella Scales and Timothy West.

Thursday December 6 - 7.30pm
St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village Social evening. See News.

Thursday February 7 - 8pm
St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village
Illustrated lecture. (Trees.)

Thursday March 7 - 8pm
St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village

Annual General Meeting: Dulwich Society. See News for details
concerning resolutions.
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Until April 1291 - 10am
Cuming Museum, 155-157 Walworth Road, SE17.
Exhibition: Poverty & pleasure - life in Victorian Southwark.

Until September 1991 - 10am, including Sundays
London Transport Museum, Covent Garden, WC2.

Exhibition: Tube centenary - 100 years of underground electric
railways.
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