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As I said at last year's AGM, I have decided to stand
down as Chairman of the Society, after eleven years. I
Lave to say that it has been a great privilege as well
as a pleasure (apart from the occasional brickbats) to
hold the position and I am deeply grateful to you all
for your support. 1 am, of course, indebted to our
Executive Committee who have continued not only to
attend our meetings but to present many member
meetings which are so much enjoyed. I would also like to take this
opportunity to thank our Auditor, Ken Jeffries, for giving us his support
and his services, and Duncan Pratt.

1 don’t propose to speak at length this evening. You will all have had a
co;l?ly of the paper I sent out on February 12 about the Management
Scheme. 1 am personally very sorry that we and the Estates Governors,
with whom our Society has had a very friendly relationship over the years,
have now come to a partin? of the ways. In fairness, I think one can
understand the dichotomy of interests between their duties in respect of
their beneficiaries and as Managers of the Estate.

It is my own fervent hope that these matters can be resolved without
unjustified expense. The Estates Governors will of course have to apply
to the High Court for permission to withdraw from (I quote from the
Chairman’s statement at the Advisory Committee), “certain aspects of the
Scheme of Management”. The majority of these aspects are not contentious,
but there remain some which are, to which our residents will have to
address themselves. The proposal to set up a Joint Residents’ Committee
is very good news for all of us, because 1 hope this will be a vehicle for
bringing together leaseholders as well as the enfranchised freeholders in
our community.

Lastly I have to inform you that our President Sir Frederick Everson
has decided to stand down. 1 know that you will join me in thanking him
for his help and guidance.

Captain Denys Wyatt, retiring chairman.

FOR SALE

Ibanez Electric Guitar. Left-handed, complete with hard case.
Excellent condition - £345

Telephone: 071-274 1509

I have been asked by the Editor to give a short
resumé of how I would like to see the Society
moving forward in the next few years. Quite a
task, you might imagine, but I think [ know what
she meant!

Certainly, to increase its size and influence in
Dulwich affairs, our aim being, after all, not only
to “Safeguard” but also to “Foster” the amenities
of Dulwich. To help me I went to thye dictionary
and the result, put another way and to make us
think again, comes up as: “To protect and if possible
extend what useful or pleasant facilities exist in
Dulwich”, and to that end we apply ourselves.

The work of our sub-committees and their
chairmen are the backbone of the Society and
continue to give to Dulwich that essentially
English quality of amateur professionalism which permeates all its
activities. Their efforts deserve the full support of us all

Reg Collins

In no particular order, then, here are some thoughts on the future. First,
does it mean anything in particular to us to be living in a Conservation
Area? Should this area not be enlarged and strengthened? More
co-operation with the Southwark Conservation Forum might help us here.
Then, is the dream of a pedestrianised Dulwich Village quite impossible,
bearing in mind other city schemes here and in Europe? Bicycles galore,
buttressing properly run Public Transport? Realising what cutting down
a mature tree means and assiduously planting new ones wherever
possible? Should proper woodmanship not be better known? Then our
young people could be led to a better understanding of the lives of those
creatures with whom we share our locality.

As for our study of local history, I am in favour of more of the same:
a continual appraisal of where we live, how it began and grew into its present
form. I now speak as a keen gardener and look forward each year to visiting
members’ gardens thrown open by those brave souls who dare - to public
scrutiny. Long may these visits flourish. Finally, our Newsletter, now being
expanded and modernised and which always welcomes letters, items of news
and views from yourselves. 1t is only as interesting as you make it.

The Estates Governors: it is difficult accurately to assess their present
influence in Dulwich, to some extent because of their self-imposed isolation
from the affairs of Dulwich, for example, despite repeated requests from
us to write regularly in the Newsletter, expressing their points of view
about current concerns, they have refused to avail themselves of this
forum and, to our regret, have now expressed their intention to withdraw
from part, if not most, of the Scheme of Management. Whatever its faults,
the scheme has served Dulwich well in the past, and we regard this action
by the Estates Governors as a retrograde step in the history of Dulwich.




If, ultimately, the court sanctions the continuance of a similar scheme
to help manage Dulwich affairs, and if it includes greater participation by
the residents, then we should welcome that and would undertake as a
society to play a full part in supporting it.

Please write to me if you have strong views, one way or the other, about

Dulwich matters. I must after all take note of your views as well as
expressing my own.

Reg Collins, Chairman.

— Frank Delicata —
ey

@J@l Carpentry,
f L?”%F? Metalwork
Uu and Renovations

FOR SALE

Spanish .Guitar
Petersen Model ‘A’
complete with case

Custom designed and crafted furniture
for the kitchen, bedroom and garden,
- at affordable prices.

Other specialisations: £ 2 9 5

— Doors, windows, shutters
~ Locks & security fittings

Tel 071-274 1509

— Restoration

Designs and estimates given free.

Telephone: 081-699 7355 ——

Vandalism - The park attendants’ huts at Sunray
Gardens have been burned down. Any information
should be passed on to the police.

Situations vacant - The Newsletter desperately needs
an advertising manager to enable us to realise the full

potential of the magazine. If you have some spare time
which you would like to give to a good cause, then
phone the Editor on 071-274 5650.

Spring clean - following the recent efforts of the Tidy Britain Group, some of
you may be inspired to continue the good work done by the National Spring
Clean between April 19 and 28 If so, contact: The Tidy Britain Group, Premier
House, 12-13 Hatton Garden, London EC1 2NH. Or telephone 071-831 4484

AGM Changes - The normal procedures at this year's AGM were enlivened
by a pleasant, impromptu event. Captain Denys Wyatt and his wife Gillian
were presented with a striking water-colour by Audrey MacLeod, our
foremost local artist. The presentation was made by the Executive
Committee, on behalf of all members, as a Thank You to Captain Wyatt
on his retirement as Chairman after 11 years of dedicated work both for
Dulwich and for the Society. Gillian received a fine bouquet, and special
thanks from the present members of the EC for her generous hospitality,
including the provision of more than 1000 cups of coffee over the period.
Fortunately, the Society is to retain Captain Wyatt’s expertence; he was
unanimously elected its new President at the AGM.

Captain and Mrs Wyatt at the AGM




CRIMEWATCH - Let’s Beat Crime Together is the call
from the Metropolitan Police to members of Neighbour-
hood Watch (NW) throughout London. To put the
message across to NW co-ordinators and Watch teams
in the Peckham, East Dulwich and Dulwich Village
area, Cheif Superintendent Robert Davies, Officer-in-
Charge at Peckham Police Station, arranged a meeting in
the Old College Library Dulwich College in February -
when ‘the snow lay deep and crisp and even'. He suggested
the three priorities for concern were house and street robberies allied to
violence in the home; drug-related violence; and the safety of the elderly.

His audience of more than 50 was told he visualised a ‘clustering’ of
12 groups within and in support of each other, pooling news of incidents,
and tactics to deal with them; meeting as often as ible to maintain
group cohesion; and providing feedback’ to Peckham for inclusion in NW
Newsletters. Successful action in one area could well prove helpful in other
areas. It was mentioned during the meeting, that NW representation
covering the Village and its environs is very poor at present.

To aid Watchers, a CRIME LINE has been installed on 081-299 3283.
The line came into operation on February 11, and provides an ansaphone
facility. The caller, who pays for the call, will hear first a periodically
updated taped message - given by Judy, a PCW from the Peckham station
- detailing recent types of reported incidents. The ansaphone operates
when the message ends, and a return message of enquiry can then be
logged by the caller. Tapes are changed regularly.

A most important aid to the smooth-running of any NW area lies in
residents being willing to stand as deputies for co-ordinators. Members of the
audience were able to volunteer on the spot. Any member reading this who
is willing, or knows others who might also be willing, to volunteer, should
contact Police Constable 435 Michael WARD, NW Liason Officer at Peckham
(071-639 4333) or write to him at 177 Peckham High St. SE15 6SL. The
information required covers a) the NW area b) the co-ordinators name, address
and telephone no.c) the volunteer's name, address and telephone no. If the
co-ordinator’s details are not known, PC Ward can supply ‘that information

Chief Superintendent Davies has already joined the Society and hopes
opportunities may arise for him to meet members in the future.
Robin Taylor

ALTERNATIVE SPORT - There is a flourshing Croquet Club in Dulwich,
situated in Burbage Road. Both association and g%?f croquet are played
and beginners and experts alike are welcome. If anyone would like further
information, could they please contact either Stephen Badger (071-274
8126) or Eileen Harltey (081-670 5701). Thank you very much.
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Quinquennial Charge 1985-1990

By the time you read this analysis of the 5-yearly charge made by the
Estates Governors upon the Enfranchised Freeholders, the bills for it will
have gone out and the questions concerning it will have been asked.
In that sense I am commenting on what has already been decided, but I
would like to make an effort to be helpful to those members who are still
puzzled. 1 am indebted to John Chilcott, Chairman of the Dulwich
Residents’ Association, for the accuracy of the figures quoted and the
analysis given.

The current charge of £873,877 (32.8p per & of Rateable Value), is a
very considerable increase on the £381,370 (14.45p tper £ of Rateable
Value) charged for 1982-1986. In spite of requests from the Amenity
Societies at meetings of the Advisory Committee, the Governors have
declined to include with their bills an explanation of the reasons for this
increase, though they do undertake to provide further information if you
ask for it. The Amenity Societies have, however, discussed the figures with
the Estates Governors' Accountant.

It is a quirk

It is a quirk of the Scheme that bills must be sent out when audited
accounts for only four of the five years are available. This means that the
Estates Governors increase the 4-year total by 25% to give a final figure,
in effect assuming that the expenditure chargeable in the 5th year is equal
to the average for the previous 4. The most straightforward starting point
for comment is therefore the comparison between the 4-year audited totals
for successive charges, ie. £277,723 and £580,460 for 1982/85 and
1987/90 respectively, an increase of £302,737 or 103%.

One important factor is of course inflation. about 25% over this interval.
Even if there had been no further charges at all, we might have expected
inflation to add about £69,400 to the 1982/85 4 year total Of course the
impact on individual items of expenditure might be different, but activities
on which there have been notably larger-than-inflation increases are set
out at the top of the attached table, beginning with the work on the old
Burial Ground. In addition it will be seen that the Estates Governors have
included a charge to the Scheme for the use of the Woodyard, called “a
nominal rent”, and there are many “other items” which produce increases
and decreases which add a further £37,000 over inflation. The table shows
that the increase of £302,737 mentioned above is mainly attributable to
inflation plus £196,200 for the “named” items.

To see how the costs of these named items impact on the charge to
residents, the lower part of the table shows how the increases are further
multiplied by three factors, ie. (a) the 15% management fee charged by
the Estates Governors, which has been increased since our last bills; (b) a
new (5%) administration charge for matters not covered by (a} and (c) 25%




to convert the relevant 4-year figures to correspond to 5-years. The table
shows that the named items thus account for about £296,000 of the
£492,00 overall increase in the quinquennial charge. The inflation figure
of £69,400 adjusted by the same multipliers would account for a further
£102,000, leaving about £72,000 for the “other” items.

At this fairly superficial level therefore the sources of the increased
expenditure can be identified. But_are the increases and the charge itself
justified? Is it the right level of expenditure; has the money been well spent
and effectively managed - or indeed whether was it spent as planned or
just dispensed on an ad-hoc basis - we simply have no way of knowing.
It would be in everyone’s Interests - the Estates Governors', the Estates
offices’ and employees’ as much as our members' - for explicit budgets and
performance tar%ets to be set, monitored and reported on. When this
suggestion was formally put to the Advisory Committee it was very
ill-received by the Estates Governors. However, without such benchmarks
we can make very little informed comment on the Scheme charges.

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
La Gastronomia

Italian Delicatessen - for home-made patés and salads and fine
Itallan wines, Continental cheeses, Italian salamis, freshly
ground coffee as well as provisions for your everyday needs.

We would like to thank everyone for their custom over
the last year, and warmly welcom new customers.

Ivano invites you to bring this advert with you to
L.a Gastronomia and clain your free taste of Italy when you shop.

35 Half Moon Lane, Dulwich Tel: 071-274 1034
Monday to Saturday, 9 - 7.30 Sunday - 10 - 1.30
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QUINQUENNIAL CHARGE
4-YEAR INCREASES BY ITEM

ITEM INCREASE 1982/85 to 1987/90
S

Old Burial Ground 68,000
Fencing and Railin 52,000
{eg in Low Cross Wood)
Posts and chains on amenity land 22,900
Rubbish clearance 13,900
Low Cross Wood Lane 13,500
Storm Damage 12,900
Woodyard rent 12,300

196,200 196,200
Other ltems 37,137
Inflation - say 25% on £277,723 69,400

302737

FACTORS APPLIED TO THE 4-YEAR FIGURES
TO REACH 5-YEAR INCREASE

Scheme Admin 25% Total
Management Charge Multipller Increase
Item Fee (note 1) (note 2) (note 3} (note 4)

Named above 196,200 29,430 11,282 59,228 296,140
"Base” £277,273 6,943 14,233 21,176
Inflation 69,400 8675 3904 20,495 102474

265,600 45,048 29,419 79,723 419,790

NOTES

1. 15% = The rate recommended by the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyorsa.
It was 12.5% prior to 1987, so the base figure has been increased by 25%

2 The Estates Governors explain that this new 5% charge is a contribution
towards the recovery of costs of time spent by the Estates Office on Scheme matters
which are not recovered by the management fee.

3. 25% 1Is the factor taken to convert figures from 4 to 5 years

4, The total Increase of £419,790 on the Items stated In the table compares with
the actual Increase of £492,007, see explanation in the Newsletter,

5. The management charge In 1986 was £27,772 The total management feea plus
administration charge in 1991 is £118,642 An Increase of 327.2%.




Public Meeting, February 21 1991

( A short resumé for those unable to be present).

We print below the statements made on behalf of the
Dulwich Society and the Dulwich Residents’ Associa-
tion at this meeting. There was no retained text of the
DVPS statement but, as will be seen, there was no
significant divergence of view presented by the amenity societies.

The meeting was ably chaired by the MP for Dulwich, Gerald Bowden,
and consisted of first a ﬁgeneral statement by the Chairman of the Estates
Governors, Mr T. Howe, followed by each of the amenity societies presenting
its case. There was widespread agreement that this was done effectively
by their representatives. The meeting then was thrown open for a protracted
question and answer session between the public in the hall and various
members of the Estates Governors on the platform. Inevitably the session
gave no real assurance to the public concerns expressed from the floor and,
to many present, served only to highlight the between the two groups.

At around 9.45 pm. the Chairman of the Estates Governors was asked
to draw what conclusions were possible from the proceedings. It was not
surprising that little emerged. Only that, in view of strongly expressed
feelings of some present against the continuance of the Scheme of
Management altogether, an undertaking was given that a poll of
frecholders (to be held under the auspices of the Electoral Reform lety)
would sometime be held to determine the strength of this point of view. People
said to me while leaving; “It was a waste of time” and sadly I could only,concur.

DEADLINES ¢ DEADLINES ¢ DEADLINES

Feature copy for the July Newsletter should be with the Editor by JUNE 10,
news by JUNE 24, advertisements by JULY 1. ) ~

B.T. PRESS

Decorator - Interior & Extenior
Telephone: 071-733 5219

For those of you who do not know me - Reg Collins,
Vice-Chairman, Dulwich Scciety.

I am grateful to the EGs for this opportunity to state
the position of the Dulwich Society with regard to their
proposal to withdraw from part of the Scheme of
Management. This position was determined following
the joint meeting of the DRA and ourselves on | - -" |
September 20 last year, when the overwhelming view of those present
was that the EGs should be asked to reconsider their decision to withdraw
from the Scheme. This was linked with an appeal to identify the parts
of the Scheme which apparently prompted their withdrawal decision,
so that we could consider ways of putting them right. The EGs’ response
was simply that their decision was “irrevocable” and that they were
determined to continue with their plans “with or without the amenity
societies”. They had previously refused to allow the Amenity Societies any
place on their original Working Party, despite representations from our
Chairmen, thus excluding us from e&ective participation in any debate
leading to their decision to withdraw.

At about the time of the Dulwich Society/DRA approach to the EGs,
the DVPS (Dulwich Village Preservation Society) had proposed the
formation of a JRC (Joint Residents’ Committee), formed from the three
amenity societles and other local residents, which could work in parallel
with the EGs’ own working party and consider their proposals. Those ideas
were in sympathy with ours, and seemed to us to be a sensible means of
following up the need for more detail from the EGs before we could judge
the merits of their proposals. The details which had concerned our
members in September were: lack of management information, financing
of the new body, and disclosure of the powers and duties to be devolved
on to the successor body. We therefore supported the JRC and the EGs
agreed at a meeting on October 9 1990 to produce more detailed proposals.
Following this approach a steering committee of the JRC has been meeting,

Independently of their dealings with the amenity societies, the Estates
Governors have written to 35 or more enfranchised freeholders, inviting
them to consider participating in the founding of a new bedy to be called
the Dulwich Trust. Some twenty or so attended a meeting with the Estates
Governors in February. The following additional point of information
emerges from an accompanying memorandum from Mr. Wylie, the General
Manager, giving another reason, hitherto not mentioned, for their wish to
withdraw from the Scheme: “The exercise of certain powers vested in the
EGs, most particularly those relating to development control and allied
matters, represent a significant administrative and financial burden”

Since those powers are the very ones the Estates Governors are seeking
to pass on to a new body, we are reinforced in our determination to get
the Governors to put some hard information on paper, as to costs and
financing, We have found that the EGs’ outline proposals do not address
certain points of principle which are fundamental. Three deserve mention:




financing. We have found that the EGs' outline
proposals do not address certain points of principle
which are fundamental. Three deserve mention: (a) The
need for a comprehensive scheme, which provides a
uniform planning regime in Dulwich, so that both
individual freeholders' land and the EGs’ land would be
treated in the same way. (b) Transfer of all powers

o T presently held by Managers to the new body, not just
some powers selected by EGs for hiving off. (¢) The need for a
comprehensive and properly detailed set of proposals.

The Dulwich Society has followed up the suggestion of the Estates
Governors that a new body should be modelled on the Hampstead Garden
Suburb Trust. We have had informal contacts with its manager, Mr.
Christopher Kellerman, and would like to record our gratitude for the time
and trouble he has taken to explain the workings of that Scheme, and
the cornerstones of its success. While it is clear that valuable lessons can
be drawn as to how a well-regarded scheme can operate successfully yet
throw its books open to public scrutiny, it is equally clear that there are
substantial differences between Hampstead and Dulwich. Hampstead
Garden Suburb is a homogeneous estate, in which both the leasehold and
freehold properties are all subject to the Trust. There are no large landlords
within the Suburb who are free to disregard its planning restraints, It also
has a substantial investment income (about 25 per cent of its total) which
affects the figure charged to freeholders, and provides a cushion against
exceptional expenditure. The Suburb Trust owns its own offices, thus
avoiding a rental charge. We wonder if the attractions of the parallels
pressed by the Estates Governors embrace all these features?

The situation now reached is that the EGs appear confused. On the one
hand they appeared to accept the concept of a Joint Residents’ Committee
and promised the detailed Business Plan requested by the amenity societies.
While we still await that, they have meanwhile written privately to 35
individuals living on the Estate in order to get a Dulwich Trust established
in advance of any Court sanction. In addition, we are told they are in
consultation with the Boroughs of Southwark, Lambeth and Lewisham
who (they say) “have expressed interest in entering into preliminary
discussions on matters arising from the Estates Governors’ decision”

Last of all they have written to notify the enfranchised freeholders who
must pay the bills under the scheme. We feel that this is back to front. If
the EGs want the freeholders on the estate to buy something, the first
step seems to us to be to define precisely what is for sale and what it will costWe
think the onus of showing fair, reasonable and (above all) workable new
arrangements is on the EGs who are the people who have elected to
withdraw. That is a decision they have taken in the financial interests of
their beneficiaries. We see compelling reasons for getting their detailed
blueprint on paper and then studying it within a reasonably representative
body such as we propose the Joint Residents’ Committee to be.

Dulwich Resldents’ Association - John Chilcott,
Chairman,

I hope the DRA members here tonight won't hesitate
to make their views known individually, But for those
who can't be here I am grateful for the chance to put
a collective DRA view.

We have known since November 1989 that the Estates Governors were
thinking of giving up their management role in the Scheme of
Management-or, more accurately, seeking to give up part of their role -
because on the first the High Court has to agree, and on the second, as
you have heard, the Governors plan to keep some of their existing
powers.From the start, the DRA’s ition has been the same: a Scheme
of Management is vital to the well-being of Dulwich as we know it. Of
course there are improvements which should be made. For example, it is
absurd to bill only once every five years; and the spirit of the times is
towards greater openness. But these are essentially matters of detail, and
management style and performance. Given relatively minor improvements,
the best course would be for the Estates Governors to continue as managers.

Indeed, unless there are no economies of scale between their roles as
managers and their other duties (scarcely conceivable), separating the two
is likely to increase costs all round. We had Koped to hear more form the Estates
Governors on likely costs before tonight, but I gather nothing is yet ready. But
as you know they have started this separation within the Estates offices, arguing
that this will clarify the real costs of the Scheme Changing the
organisation to settle what seems to be a cost allocation c{)roblem is, I feel, a course
of action which will worry many here tonight, as it did the DRA Committee.

We have several times sought our members’ guidance on how to react
to the Estates Governors' moves, and in particular their pressure to take
part in joint discussions on a “successor body” to take over the Scheme’s
management. In their letters, and their contributions from the floor at our
AGM and the joint DRA/Dulwich Society meeting last September, members
have shown themselves cautious about such a move - indeed about half
counselled against taking part at all.

We understand the members’ caution. But we don’t think their best
interests are served by standing aloof indefinitely. So the Committee has
supported the idea of joining the other amenity societies in discussions
separately from, but in parallel with those of the Governors and on the
basis of detailed proposals which they should put forward. Those proposals
would need to be comprehensive - to cover the management of all the
freehold properties on the Estate, and all the managers’ powers. There
would then be a conference with the Estates Governors, and an appropriate
submission to the High Court. We plan to pursue this approach through
our Joint Residents’ Committee - the JRC. From the letters following my
last Newsletter, 1 believe this reflects the majority view of our members.




But I can't ignore a new theme in the "anti” letters.
Several argue that they don't want to be subject to any
scheme. They would rather see it abandoned, or at least
restricted in its geographical coverage.

I am sorry that the Estates Governors have let this
genie - in some ways the break-up of the Alleyn Estate
- out of the bottle. But I understand the feelings
involved. All the more reason, I think, for the areas
involved to come on to the Joint Residents’ Committee and help to shape
our view of the management of the Estates.

SOUTHWARK MEDIATION CENTRE - a service for settling neighbour-
hood disputes.

This is a pioneering project in Southwark that provides one of the first
face-to-face Mediation Services in the country for neighbours and other
local people in dispute. It has been set up to deal with disputes that arise
between neighbours over such problems as noise, rubbish, racial tension,
petty vandalism, children and dogs. It can also mediate a wide range of
other disputes such as damage to property and access of parents to
children. Some of these difficulties are outside the scope of the law, but can
frequently result in severe stress, anxiety, depression and occasionally violence.
The mediation session is held on neutral ground and is conducted by two
trained mediators. Initially some ground rules are outlined and then both
parties have the opportunity to relate their account of the events that have
resulted in the dispute. Space is given for parties to express their feelings
about the problems, to discuss and negotiate the issues of conflict and towards
the end to look at areas of possible agreement. Whatever is agreed is written
down and both neighbours keep a signed copy of the agreement.

The Centre has twelve trained mediators who cover a wide range of
ages and represent the ethnic mix of the Borough. The mediators have
undergone a careful selection procedure and each of them has completed
at least sixty hours of training. All the mediators are local people, and one
of the aims of the project is to begin to enable the local community to
resolve its own disputes rather than depend on outside ‘experts’. Over the
next year the Centre hopes to establish one of the first school mediation
projects in the country, These are widespread and very successful in America.
The Centre would like to hear from any interested school

The Centre was launched in January 1987 and referrals have gone up
in that time from 75 to 280 per year. This expansion indicates the need
for mediation and figures in Southwark (and from 15 years of experience
in America) show that 85 per cent of cases mediated end in mutually
acceptable agreements.

Anyone interested in training as a volunteer mediator please contact
Meredith Yates or Bridged Conavan on 071-708 4959.

With so much anxiety in the Gulf region and in our own local sphere,
the continuing difficulties with the College authorities, it is good and restful
to turn to the gentle and kindly atmosphere of the Garden Group.

We are some of us none too young and like most committees we badly
need some new blood, but we remain keen and vigorous and have a
delightful programme of village gardens to which our members are invited.

After several years of hard work Brian Jones has stepped down for a
rest and John Robinson has agreed to take over as Chairman for a spell
Claire Hamilton Is organising the garden programme and Jacquie Galer
will accept your name if you would like to receive invitations.

These quiet afternoons among friends, often with some light refresh-
ment and sometimes giving funds to charity, have become a part of the
Dulwich way of life and I look forward each summer to seeing what old
friends have achieved and what new gardens have to offer.

If you want to join us contact Miss J. Galer, 16 Lovelace Road, SE21
8JX. Phone 081-670 2659.

Kay Lawson Dick

TREE NEWS - Tony Welwig's talk called the Magic and Mystery of Trees
shpuld have taken place on February 7 but had to be postponed because
of the snow. Unfortunately, this resulted in a very small audience, which
was a great pity because Tony gave a brilliant lecture accompanied by a
marvellous selection of slides from all over the world. He showed us vast
baobab trees from Afroca, sacred banyans from India, coconut palms from
Java, Mangrove swamp trees with long hanging aerial roots, an immense
yew in Tandridge thought to be 1300 years old and many pthers. I j#hope
there will be an opportunity for him to give this lecture again.

On July 4 we have arranged a trees walk in Sydenham Wells Park we
last walked roud there in 1979. It is a very pretty park: with many
interesting trees and is extremely well maintained by Lewisham. There
Tree Officer and Park Superindendent will show us round. It is a pleasant
walk from Dulwich up by Cox’s Walk and I hope a lot of people will come.

Stella Benwell

WILDLIFE WALK - I have often wondered why I travel miles to see birds
when there are so many different ones all around me. This was proved
on Saturday, January 12, 1991, when a small party of Dulwich Society
members met at Dulwich Golf Club. Although the weather was fine, it
was very dull and impossible to pick out any colours, so we were especially
lucky to have as our leader Paul Bradbeer, who is able to identify birds
from their silhouettes.




W e started our walk exploring the allotments for possible finches but
only saw a mistle thrush and great spotted woodpecker flying over towards
Dulwich Woods. We then made our way into the Woods and immediately
noted a large cFarty of long-tailed tits overhead accompanied by the usual
blue, great and coal tits, A green woodpecker got up from the undergrowth
and flew off. Shortly afterwards we watched a tree creeper busily climbing
an oak. On nearing the top he flew down to the base of a nearby tree
and started to ascend again. Redwings were seen and heard flying over.
Passing the pond we soon entered Sydenham Hill Reserve and, after the
bridge, we had a good view of a kestrel sitting at the top of a dead tree.
The light was much better so we were glad he was not in a hurry to move
on. A little further on we had good views of nuthatches and heard their
assertive whistling call. Unlike treecreepers, they not only travel up the
tree but run down as well, head first. For quite a time we watched
goldcrests active in the birches above our heads, quite unconcerned by
our presence. ‘

Finally, having taken almost three hours to cover just two miles, we
saw a male sparrowhawk fly into the shelter of a holly where it allowed
us prolonged views before moving off. For most of us this was our first
sighting of the species in Dulwich,

I was particularly disappointed not to see or hear a song thrush, which
used to be one of our most common birds. [ have no doubt that this is
entirely due to the large increase in the numbers of crows and magpies
which take all the eggs and young,

Rosa Davis

FOR SALE
Canon Typestar 90 portable electronic typewriter

with display and 6kb (approximately 1000 words)
of text memory. As new, with extras.

£1000
Telephone: 071-274 1509

I doubt that anyone walking the Estate today would get lost but centuries
ago, when the Great North Wood was much greater with only paths and
tracks and hardly any roads, the sight of a familiar landmark on a distant
hill seen from an occasional clearing could be important.

Now the existence of a local landmark can be important for other
reasons. Of the six photos I have of Croxted Lane, unrecognisable today,
I only have the photographer’s caption to rely on: they could easily be of
another part of Dulwich or indeed in another county. Yet the photo I
have of cows grazing on the south slope of Thurlow Park Road is easily
placed as one of only two houses shown is still standing near the crossin
with Rosendale Road. Similarly, of the five or six views of a countrifi
Court Lane only one has no recognisable features, the others showing the
Park gates, the Village Forge at the bottom, Ash Tree Cottage, or the wall
and original railings of the Burial Ground.

Before the erection of the great Crystal Palace - the largest and most
predominant landmark as far as Dulwich and the surrounding district
was concerned and which dominated the area for 82 years - perhaps the
best known landmark as seen from the vale of Dulwich was the Chapel
of Norwood Cemetery on the heights of West Norwood, built in 1837 and
bombed during World War IL Its site is now commemorated by a Rose
Garden. This chapel features in the background of one of Pissarro's

intings, as seen across the fields and hedgerows of West Dulwich, thus

elping to establish the very spot where he set up his easel

While the belfry of the Old College Chapel and the Clock Tower of the
New College, as seen from the surrounding hills, establish the position of
the Village and Common in the valley, a noted landmark on the eastern
side of the Estate was the old Lordship Lane Fire Station with its tall
elongated tower on the hillside overlooking the Park. This has long gone,
to be replaced as a landmark in that area by the two blocks of flats on Dawson
Heights, sometimes referred to as The Battleships, especially when lit up at night.

Other well-known and long-established, but smaller buildings seen
across the valley are All Saints Church in Rosendale Road, (see picture,
page 26) and the square tower of Christchurch on Gipsy Hill, all that
remains of the Victorian Church burmt down by vandals some years ago.
The slim clock tower of Horniman Museum can be seen from various
viewpoints and, walking across the Common some months ago, I noticed
for the first time a small blue building on the crest of the hill in Horniman
Gardens. A new landmark ? No, it turmed out to be the bandstand, newly
brought to light by the possible felling of a tree in the middle distance.

Of course, one cannot ignore the TV masts on the Norwood heights but
they are poor substitutes for the old Palace. Perhaps the most dominant
landmark today and popping up everywhere when you least expect it is
London’s, if not Europe’s, largest tower block. At last we know the exact
location of the Isle of Dogs.

Bill de Baerdemaecker

£
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Vou may have read in the Winter edition of the Dulwich Society Newsletter
about the King’s 2000 development programme. Part of the project is the
development of intensive care facilities for both adults and children and,
as a result, the Caring Intensely Appeal was launched last summer to
raise 1 million. It is an offshoot of the King's Appeal and is aimed
specifically at raising funds through the local community.

King’s has a reputation and the expertise for providing first class
intensive care. Referrals are made to King’s from all over the country and
sometimes from abroad. Added to this we serve the large and extremely
diverse local population of south-east London.

At present, however, any child needing intensive care has to be treated
in the adult unit, which itself is desperately lacking in specialist equipment.
The money raised by the Appeal will enable us to build a fully equipped
intensive care unit for children and buy the vital equipment needed for
the adult unit.

So far, more than 200,000
has been pledged. This is an
encouraging start but we still
have a long way to go and we
would like to ask the Dulwich
Society to consider “adopting”
the Caring Intensely Appeal as
your charity for the year.

We would very much ap-
preciate any help the members
can offer by undertaking fund-
raising activities or organising
events, either individually or as
a group, and telling peoFIe you
know about the Appea

Stephania Minlici,
King's Appeal Office

The story of JAGS will be
published and launched on the
School's 250th Anniversary in
June 1991. To Read and Sew. .
. traces the history of the school,
its buildings and staff, from its
modest beginning in two rooms
at the back of an inn, where it
was to remain for 70 years until
an increase in endowment al-
lowed improvements to be made.
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In 1867 a larger school was built further down Dulwich Village for 150
girls who were now staying on beyond the usual leaving age of 12 years,
and who learned PE and drawing as well as the three Rs. The book
recounts the fierce battle which took place in Dulwich between 1869 and
1881 over the disbursement of the revenue of the Dulwich Foundation. JAGS
succeeded in securing a small share of the endowment which was to stand
it in good stead in the following years., With the increased income the present
school was built, originally designed for 300 girls and opened in 1886.

Progress was swift and a succession of able headmistresses and
teachers rapidly increased JAGS's size and reputation. It was the first
school in England to have a purpose-built botany laboratory. There was

the redoubtable Miss Clarke who, with “slave”
labour, established an ecology garden 40 years
ahead of its time and on a scale far in excess
of other schools even today. There was Gustav
Holst who was Music Teacher for 15 years and
who took the whole school for music every
Friday afternoon.

The book records life at JAGS during two world
wars the air raids, the evacuation in 1939 during
the “phoney” war and the school's retwn to
Dulwich in early 1940. There are eye-witness
accounts of the blitz and doodlebug attacks. It

goes on to the problems of the 1960s which left JAGS relatively unscathed,
to emerge from the politically fraught years of the following decade
determined to remain independent and maintain high standards.

To Read and Sew looks at all aspects of JAGS's history, its clubs, houses,
academic records, games, curriculum and long tradition of charitable
activity. It traces the difficult path of girls’ education and the gradual
opening of careers to women.

TO READ AND SEW. .. JAMES ALLEN'S GIRLS'SCHOOL 1741-1991
by Brian Green. Foreword by Anthony Lester, ()C Chairman of the School Governors.




THE ZAMBEZI RIVER snaked below us in the early morning sunlight
as the Air Zimbabwe 767 crossed the Zambian border. Distant
memories from dusty classrooms whispered Africa. Rhodesia.
Zimbabwe 1 the reality.

The transfer from Harare airport to the Sheraton Hotel through
the early morning traffic is painless. The rush hour lasts only five
minutes. In autumn this will be a purple city as the bougainvillaea
lining the broad streets burst into bloom.,

‘Ensconced in our air-conditioned rooms we could have been
anywhere in the world - such is reliability of the Sheraton group
- but after coffee we were swiftly off to Pamuzinda Safari Lodge,
an hour’s drive away.

Pamuzinda is a confined camp of comfortable thatched lodges; its
excellent restaurant overlooks the swimming pool, which is frequently
used by the pair of black rhino which have been adopted by the lodge. In
fact, on our first game drive we got close enough to scratch their horns.
Giraffe, zebra and eland were profuse but we were disappointed in our
search for elephant that day. We had to wait for our first sight of these
lovely creatures until Kariba.

From Kariba airport - where flight plans are filed on forms that still
say Salisbury - we took a six-seater plane across the lake and over the
spectacular Kariba Dam. It was as we flew in low over the islands of this
vast expanse of water that we saw our first elephant and buffalo.

Bumi Hills, a private safari lodge, has a string of chalets built into the hills
with views across the lake. Water Wilderness is yet another place deserving
excessive adjectives. About half an hour by boat from the main hotel, these
four floating bedrooms present a perfect honeymoon destination. The
bedrooms are reached from the floating restaurant by canoe and there can’'t
be many more romantic moments than sipping a cocktail as the sun sets
over the lake, with the petrified trees starlly silhouetted against the fiery sky.

At Bumi we had the thrill of our first night drive. Travelling in
urpose-built open vehicles, beneath a heavy purple sky where I had my
irst view of the Southern Cross, we drove into the bush. When we stopped

and the guide switched on the searchlight there, no more than twenty
feet away was an elephant with a three-month-old youngster. They call
them teapots in Zimbabwe when they are still small enough to stand
between their mother’s legs. For me, the sound which I shall always
connect with Africa is that which I heard the next moming as I watched
the sun rise over Kariba at 6am as the buffalo and elephants came down
to drink - the eerie screech of the fish eagle.

Flying out of Bumi is an experience as, before the plane can land, you
have to drive up and down the airstrip a couple of times to clear the game,
which in our case included a secretary bird.

The next stop on our bespoke Wild Africa Safari was
Victoria Falls, where our party separated, some to stay
and kayak or go white water rafting, others to visit
Imbabala, a camp right out in the bush on the banks
of the Zambezl I have an aversion to water, so chose
the wildlife, and was profoundly glad I had done so. We
sat round the fire pit drinking fresh coffee and
planning the day: elephant had been in the camp
during the night so the guide was hopeful we should see some. I don’t
think we realized at that moment just how many we would see. We cruised
the Zambezi in the afternoon, and glimpsed a few elephant on the opposite
bank as well as some hippo and crocs. Nothing prepared us for the size
of the herd we encountered during that night’s drive. I was sitting up at
the back of our vehicle when we drove into the middle of them and 'm
sure one tapped me on the shoulder with its trunk.

The most memorable sight of that visit was a family of lions, gambolling
in our headlights. They seemed quite unperturbed by us, and as so often,
I wondered just who was watching who. On our return to the campfire,
we learned that lions had passed within one hundred metres of us as we
were eating. I'm glad I didn’t know that at the time.

WILD AFRICA SAFARIS
Invites members of the

Dulwich Society
to our
DISCOVER ZIMBABWE

evening.

SAFARI PLUS LTD A short fim on Zimbdbwe,
highlighting the wildiife will be
Venue: shown. Afterwards there wil be a

Crown and Greyhound chance to look at a specid tour
Dulwich Village put together for members of the

Soci i ivi .
8pm Sunday June 2, ociety at a privieged rate
RS.V.P.: 071-274 5650




For many people, the highlight of a trip to Zimbabwe is the mighty
Victoria Falls. You hear the thunder of water and see the spray long before
you see this majestic mile-wide wall of falling, leaping, cavorting water -
Mosi Oa Tunya, the Smoke that Roars.

My memories of Africa are kaleidoscopic. It will take many return
journeys to sort out the jumbled collection of smells, sights and sounds. I
can see how people get hooked on this vast, beautiful continent.

Ex Africa semper aliquid novi - There is always something new from Africa.

Check-in - Wild Africa Safaris offers tailormade tours of Zimbabwe,
using Air Zimbabwe flights. For information, brochures and bookings
phone 081-299 1914. From the end of 1991 Wild Africa Safaris will have
its own luxury hotel complex at Victoria Falls.

The best time to visit is between May and October, with temperatures
around 25 degrees, although the Falls will be at their fullest after the
rainy season, which ends in February. It then gets hot.

THE ECONOMIC recession has even hit romance. London hotel
Erices are now so high that one man of our acquaintance takes

is mistress to an hotel for the afternoon, then asks for the next
morning's breakfast to be sent up that night so that he can get
full value for his money before going home to his wife,

For the seriously amorous, one solution is to fly to Paris for the
weekend, where good hotels are still reasonably cheap. We chose
the Hotel Balzac off the Champs Elysées which has its own
particular and peculiar etiquette, as we were to discover.

Packed with antiquities, it could easily pass for a Ruritanian
ambassadorial residence or perhaps a Parisian refuge for eccentric
millionaires, But before you are allowed to spend the night, you
have to undergo the rigours of the check-in system. We bounced
in with the blithe confidence of booked guests, only to be whisked

ast reception into an interrogation rcom which looked like a cross
Eetween a boudoir and a bank manager's office. Nervously, we
perched on the ornate antique chairs as if we were waiting for a
great uncle’s will to be read out. A rather chic lady, clad in a Chanel
suit, appeared and politely looked us up and down.

XOO0O@mM-H0Z2Z VW=T0>T

We clearly scored black marks for our small bag and the oil stain on
my husband’s jeans - obviously she didn't recognise high class oil, fresh
from the Harley Davidson ride to London Airport. She asked to examine
our credit card and asked how long we intended to stay. Then, suddenly,
she nodded assent. We had scraped a pass on the entry-test and, feeling
like privileged party-guests, gratefully signed the hotel register.

To celebrate we decided to dine & deux at La Rotisserie du Beaujolais,
a restaurant recommended in one of our guides for its “unbeatable
romantic views over the Seine from the first floor”. The only problem was
that there wasn’t a first floor. So from our ground floor table we made
do with the romantic sight of the traffic police towing cars away.

Next day, shamed by the oil stain, we decided to buy my husband some
trousers at Reciproque, a smart second hand clothes shop on the Rue de la
Pompe - which endearingly groups its stock not by size but by colour. Within
ten minutes we had found some green trousers by Christian Dior for Ffr300
($58) For the romantic but impoverished, the women’s section even has a rack
of secondhand French knickers.

I blew my budget when I let the staff seduce me with a black silk dress
bearing the bewildering label “Couture Normande”. I suppose the British
equivalent might be “Welsh Couture” but I can’t really imagine the Italians
buying “Sicilian Couture”,

Back at the Hotel Balzac, a mysterious note summoned us for another
meeting with the lady in the Chanel suit.

Irrational panic gripped us. We didn’t realise that to stay there, you
had to pass the interview every day. Were we about to be thrown out?
Like two guilty children we decided she was about to tell us off about the
state of our bed cover, which looked like the “before” picture from a washing
powder advertisement. But no. The terrifying Madame simply wanted to
reassure herself that we were having a good time.

In search of glamour we went to 'Amazoniale, the favourite restaurant
of statuesque Jamaican singer and Paris habituée, Grace Jones. Here the
chefs interpretation of exotic African-style food is a salad with tinned
peaches dumped on the top. It's hard to feel sexy after tinned fruit, but
once again the Hotel Balzac solved that. The antique statues were gently
thudding to a beat from somewhere underneath our feet and the desk
clerk let us into a smartly sleazy nightclub in the basement. It turned out
to be full of teenagers enjoying what the French call un nuit destroy. At
Ffr100 ($19) for a Perrier the only thing it destroyed was our credit card.

Presumably once you pay this kind of money for drinks you can’t afford
to buy clothes - even from Reciproque. Most of the girls were dressed for
the office in skirts and plain blouses while the men were in similarly sober
suits. On the dance floor my Couture Normande-clad bottom was bumy
by the flying head of a girl who was being whirled round someone’s pelvis.

The next morning we might have missed the plane home if it had not
been for the room service staff. With brisk impersonality, they woke us,
scooped us out of bed and virtually dressed us.

Luckily we'd eaten our breakfast the night before.

Jane Furnival




‘W ho would have dreamed that Twiggy's cloche hats in Ken Russell’s film
The Boyfriend, or the Bluebell Girls’ plumage in the BBC serles about Miss
Bluebell, were made in a garden shed in Herne Hill? Well, they were.

Shirley Davis has been making hats for the theatre, films, television
and advertising in her home at 12 Beckwith Road, SE24, for 22 years.
Shirley, who was born in Dulwich, trained as an apprentice model milliner
with Debenham and Freebodys. Later she moved to Bermans and then
Nathans theatrical milliners. She became freelance after the birth of her
children. Now the children are grown-up with homes of their own, she
has moved out of that garden shed and into a workshop in the house.
This has given more room for creations like the eight-foot wide showgirls’
headdresses recently sent to Malaysia.

Shirley Davis hats, headdresses and masks have appeared in perfor-
mances world wide. Over the last two years they have been worn in
California, Florida, Belgium and Holland. Every year Shirley makes hats
for the Royal Command Performance or the Childrens’ Performance. She
made all the hats for the Queen Mother's 80th Birthday Command
Performance. The design briefs can be somewhat bizarre - a tea pot on
a pill box for Gordon Kaye, a crown shaped like a baseball cap with a
rotating propeller for a new film, King Ralph, or a gigantic sun to be worn
by an opera singer in Fiat's Tipo advertisement. Other designs require
historical costume knowledge, such as hats for a television production of
Jane Austen’s Northanger Abbey and for Ken Russell's film Women in Love.

“If it goes on a head, I make it” says Shirley.

There is another side to Shirley’s creativity. She makes couture hats.

Many are elegant and under-
stated, others witty and ligh-
thearted, yet others totally
frivolous. With her partner,
dress designer Rita Best, she
makes complete ensembles
for weddings, Royal garden
parties, Ascot, and other spe-
cial occasions.

So if you need 150 hats for
a pantomime in Edinburgh, or
a wedding hat, or just cheering
up, go and see Shirley in her
workshop in Beckwith Road.
But beware. Even determined
non hat wearers can be con-
verted. 1 know - it happened
to me. Made In Herne Hill worn In Florida
Sonia Rollo One of Shirley Davis's theatrical
hats and masks

JACQUES RESTAURANT

Rosendale Road is not high on my list of chic Saturday
nightspots. But babysittln%ltime-limits meant [ had to
stay close to home. And I had heard rumours.

There’s this little French restaurant {they went).

Run by Jacques, a good-looking young Frenchman (they went on).

On good nights (they said), he appears from the kitchen and plays jazz
on his own saxaphone.

On bad nights, he appears from the kitchen and just gets emotional

Just the sort of thing, I thought, to pique the curiosity of my three
style-concious companions: designers Pookie Blezard and Suzy Thompson,
and film critic Henrietta Foster - all slumming it in Dulwich from trendy
Barnes for the night.

To give Jacques credit, the staff didn’t blink an eyelid at Henrietta’s
outrageous see-through black lace skirt (worm with schoolgirl white
knickers) or Suzy’s ridiculous hat which looked like a three-layered
chocolate gateau. To my relief, another lady diner appeared from nowhere
wearing a similar silly hat. Maybe Jacques phoned Rentacrowd and
ordered a lookalike to make Suzy feel at home?

On the other hand, the girls had a whale of a time blinking eyelids all
over the place at the restaurant. “Shell petrol special offer glasses,” they
hissed with delighted snobbisme, “And they're playing Lara’s Theme out
of From Russia with Love”.

Let's get it over at once. The restaurant walls are decorated with
textured plaster that looks like Softee icecream in that heavy vaguely
Tyrolean effect. There is a conservatorys-tyle extension at the front with
festoon blinds in a completely different style. The plates are a design you
might find at the Lambeth Country Fair white elephant stand, and the
bread reminded us of slimmin% bread, with 13 pats of butter in individual
foil. “I've got that nice Italian bread at home, I should have brought that
with me,” remarked Pookie.

Shame on you, Jacques; pull your chaussettes up.

But the food was good value at set menu prices of £9 for three courses
and £11 for a four-course option. Our Moules Mariniere seemed to have
authentic grit in the bottom, but were tasty. Qur next course, Sole a la
somethingorother, came with regrettable piped potato round it, but the
vegetables were among the best I have ever had in a restaurant, crisp and
crunchy. The desserts were a joy for those with a sweet tooth..and clearly
the effects of the wine had started to wear off, because my notes list them




all: creme brulée, apple tart, pear in filo pastry with raspberry sauce, ile
flottante with raspberry couli, and several chocolate creations. We

ambushed the entire trolley.

Then Jacques a red with (I think) a clarinet. He was excellent,
charming, ft,?n andpgf:yed well. The staff were good-natured when we
lurched out - eventually - at midnight. The girls have been dining out on
the experience ever since.

Jane Furnival

Jacques Restaurant, 272 Rosendale Road, SE24. Phone 081-674 6060.

All Saints, Rosendale Road © David Smith

SUMMER T-SHIRT OFFER

FLOWER BOWER

This sumnier, wear your own private picture gallery in Dulwich. Designed
by Pazuki Prints, the Botanica T-shirt shows a pot-purri of nine traditional
flowers based on an Elizabethan still-room book, with the names in Latin
and English, Perfect for tennis or tea on the lawn - and for every T-shirt
ordered, Pazuki will give a donation to the Dulwich Society.

Background colour: white. Print colour choice: dark navy or rust. Sizes:
L, XL and XXL. Fabric: good quality 100% cotton jersey.

Price per shirt, including p&p: £14.00. Money-back guarantee. 14 days
or less delivery.

Send your order plus cheque/po to: PAZUKI PRINTS, 2 Beverley Gardens,
London SW13 OLZ

(No correspondence concerning orders to the Newsletter, pleads Ed.)
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GEOFFREY HALL CLARK died on Sunday March 24, aged 80. He will be
best remembered in the Dulwich Society for his services as a member of
the Executive Committee and as Chairman of the Legal Sub-committee
for a number of years, including in particular the period when the Scheme
of Management for Dulwich was being established under the Leasehold
Reform Act 1967. He was one of the small group, which included Peter
Lawson and the late Lindsey Barker, who spent much time considering
the detailed terms of the scheme and negotiated the wording, clause by
clause, with the Estates Governors until ultimately it was possible for an
agreed scheme to be put to the High Court. His razor-sharp analytical
brain was seen to advantage in this exercise. He was a solicitor to his
fingertips; I cannot remember ever having met anybody more suited to
the career which he had chosen in life.

In recognition of the services which he had rendered to the Dulwich
Society, Geoffrey was elected a Vice-President at the Annual General
Meeting in 1986, Among Geoffrey’s other local activities, he was
Vice-Chairman of the Church of England Infants' School and was
connected for many years with the Abbeyfield (Dulwich) Society.

Those who knew Geoffrey will be pleased to know that he was in
reasonably good health, and in full command of his mental faculties,
virtually to the end. All members of the Society will wish to express their
sympathy to his wife Marjorie and daughters Jill and Yvonne.

E

Au-Pair Agency Lid

Au-Pairs Interviewed and selected
abroad; avallable long term with
immediate start dates.
Please telephone 081-299 4599

OFF THE RAILS?

I read Margaret Hanton's article on British Rail in
Newsletter 90, with incredulity.

She referred to “the excellent train service available”
from North Dulwich Station. I can only presume that

she seldom uses it herself. As one who has done so on
a daily basis for the last six years, I regret to say that a less appropriate
adjective is hard to find. The standard was mediocre six years ago, and
has since declined continuously, to abysmal today.

On a typical winter morning, the mood of the northbound platform will
range from grim resignation and sardonic laughter to exasperation and
fury, as yet another cancellation is bawled over the loudspeaker. It is

uite common to wait more than half an hour for a train to arrive, and
then to experience cattle-truck conditions as the passengers for two or
even three scheduled services force their way inside. How this can be
described as “excellent” defeats the imagination.

The London Brighton and South Coast Railway Company must be
turning in their graves.

Peter Robertson, 11 Pickwick Road, SE21.




Saturday, June 8 - 10am-5pm
St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village
Dulwich Craft Fair.

Thursday, June 13 - 7.45pm
DDFAS, St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich
Village

The Queen’s House, Greenwich, by
Clare Ford-Wille.

Saturday, June 15 - 11lam
Sydenham Hill Wood tool shed

An introduction to trees in their
summertime clothes with a guided
tour of the wood.

Wednesday, June 19 - 8pm

James Allen’s Girls’ School

A walk and talk in connection with

the school's 250th anniversary by

Brian Green, who has written the

history of JAGS - To Read and Sew.. Boadicea - Westminster Bridge
(pic to come, 4.5in sq)

Wednesday, June 19 - 7.45pm

Small Hall, United Reform Church, East Croydon

So Grim the Collyer - an illustrated talk on the economic and social history
of woodlands in South London, by Mathew Frith of the London Wildlife
Trust.

Sunday, June 23 - 1lam

LWGC, 28 Marsden Road, Peckham, SE15

Grand Open Day at the London Wildlife Garden Centre. Many events,
music and refreshments.

Saturday, June 29 - 11.30
Dulwich Picture Gallery-Promenade Concert.

Thursday, May 2 - 8pm

St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village

Our Garden and Woodland Birds, with birdsong recordings; an illustrated
talk. {(Wildlife.)

Thursday, May 9 - 7.45pm
DSFAS, St Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village
The Valley of the Tombs of the Kings, by Martin Davies.

May 11 - 19
National Environment Week

Saturday, May 11 - 11.30am
Dulwich Picture Gallery-Promenade Concert.

Wednesday, May 15 - 8pm

Dulwich Picture Gallery

The Artistic Programme of Stanislas Augustus, King of Poland, by Adam
Zamoyski.

Sunday, May 19 - 11am

Sydenham Hill Wood, Crescent Wood Road, SE26

Woodland Flower Identification - a leisurely amble around Sydenham Hill
Wood with Dr Sue Swales of the London Ecology Unit. (London Wildlife Trust)

Saturday, June 1 - 7.30pm
Nature Walk in Crystal Palace Grounds-meet at Penge entrance, by Thicket
Road. (Wildlife.)

Thursday, July 4- 7.30pm
Trees Walk in Sydenham Wells Park, led by a Lewisham Trees Officer.
Meet at the entrance in Wells Park Road. See NEWS

June 5 - July 7

Dulwich Picture Gallery

To Read and Sew. .. anniversary exhibition of 250 years of education for
girls.




Wednesday, July 10 - 7.30pm

Dulwich Picture Gallery

Opera Mintatures presents Mozart's The Marriage of Figaro Take a picnic
for the interval wine and soft drinks will be on sale.

Sunday, July 21 - llam

Sydenham Hill Wood, Crescent Wood Road, SE26.

Sydenham Hill Wood Open Day: stalls, events, barbecue and greenwood
display.

REMUS PRINT SERVICES LIMITED

Established in Forest Hill for 20 years, we offer a
variety of services to businesses and individuals
alike; from a wide range of wedding stationery,
personal notepaper, & business stationery, to
quality four-colour printing,

We also offer a full fax service and photocopying
in both black & white and full colour.

51 London Road, Forest Hill, SE23 3TY
Telephone; 081-699 2175 - Fax: 081-699 2716
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