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THIS IS THE fifth Newsletter that I have edited, and I 
hope that some of you arc pleased with some of the 
changes that have been made - I don't expect to please 
everyone all of the time. One major innovation has been 
the introduction of advertising, and although it has not 

~---~ yet achieved its full potential, the revenue has 
contributed to the improved quality of the Newsletter. But we still 
need some more ads. Remember, for classifieds, we arc very 
competitive with the local newsagents. Which brings me to Jane 
Furnivafs article on page 30. 

For many years education has been the recognized cottage 
industry in Dulwich. Now it is in danger of being overtaken by 
massage parlours unless we show vigilance. The other day I counted 
three postcards in a Herne Hill newsagents for massaging. As yet I 
haven't seen any Dulwich telephone codes on postcards, but it may 
only be a question of time before the seedy practices of South London 
reach our village. 

EDITING THIS Newsletter is a time-consuming business, and despite 
the help I receive from Robin 'l'aylor, Jane Furnival, and those who 
wish to remain anonymous, I need more. It looks as though at last I 
have someone to look after the advertising and retail distribution and 
I hope to be able to give you a contact telephone number in the next 
issue. In the meantime, send your advertisements - big or small - to me 
as usual. But I need even more help. Specifically I am looking for a 
Deputy Editor who will take over when I am away on business. Please 
phone me if you would like to help. Remember - this is YOUR magazine. 
Without you, it would be an expensive blank scribbling book. 

LynnCorbyn 

Sunray Gardens - Things are going from bad to worse in our little 
park. The injured white goose has disappeared again, reputedly to 
convalesce as there wasn't enough nutritious food for it in the park. We 
no longer have a park keeper- Dulwich Park and Belair do- and there 
is therefore no supervision of the wildlife and children, besides the 
fact that now the only food the birds get is from residents, instead of 
their daily grain. It really is a disgrace the way this park is neglected, 
and anyone feeling strongly about it should write to our MP Gerry 
Bowden at the House of Commons and register their protest. 
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AS ll WRITE - Summer seems to be just starting, and ~, 
when this finally lands on your front door mat I hope the ~~)) 
sun is still shining. But there is nothing worse than long ·· , · 
winter days and nights stretching ahead of us, is there? - • 
So now may be the time to think about day and evening 
classes that are available to us in Dulwich. The · · - -
Horniman Museum has a comprehensive range of classes covering 
topics such as Landscapes, Habitats and Humans, part of Birkbeck 
College's Certificate in Ecology and Conservation, starting on 
September 26 at 7.15pm. For those of you who go in for forward 
planning, what could be more forward than Make Your Own 
Christmas Crackers on Saturday, August 24, from 2 to 4pm (adults 
only). There's also the newly formed Horniman Flower Club, meeting 
on the first Thursday of each month from September. If all else fails, 
try the Panpipe Orchestra Workshop of Sunday, September 15. For 
details of these activities, and many more, contact Elizabeth Goodhew, 
Keeper, Education Service, 100 London Road, Forest Hill, London SE23 
3PQ. Or telephone 081-6991872/2339/4911. 

Tuesday Club - A new club has been formed at St. Faith's Community 
Centre meeting on Tuesdays, 1.30 - 3.30pm, for people interested in a 
programme of talks and visits covering a variety of subjects including 
local history and gardening. From September 10 some practical 
activities will be included. The group has an attendance of between 17 
- 30 people each week. So far visits have been made to: Lambeth Palace 
Gardens, Southwark Social Studies Library, RHS Gardens Wisley. 
Talks have been on travel, antiques, Norwood Cemetery, and current 
affairs. Planned visits include Docklands and Norwood Cemetery, 
talks on Europe Today and other topics, and a garden party and a 
Beetle Drive. A detailed programme will be available from St. Faith's 
Community Centre from August. Anyone wishing to take part in any 
capacity will be most welcome. 

Gallery success - Dulwich Picture Gallery is one of the winners of the 
1991 Prudential Awards for the Arts. Other disciplines recognized by 
the insurance giant arc dance, opera, music and theatre. The award 
means a £25,000 boost for the Gallery's funds and it will be considered 
by the final judging panel for the overall Prudential Award for the 
Arts which will be announced on Sunday, November 17. In the 
meantime, make a point of visiting the Gallery for its excellent 
exhibition of Leaving Portraits from Eton College -see What's On, and 
the review on page 29. 

3 



Dulwich Players - The Hypochondriac by Moliere - 'l'he 
Dulwich Players' autumn production will be Moliere's 
comedy The Hypochondriac (Le Malade Imaginaire), in an 
up-to-date translation by Richard Wilbur and Alan Drury. 

This play is all about one man's obsession with his 
imaginary ailments, and his total belief in all the myriad - and useless 
- cures and potions prescribed by his army of physicians. His family, 
caught up in his obsession, are being driven quite mad. 

Moliere described the play as a comedy ballet, and this will give the 
Dulwich Players the opportunity to work with local ballet dancers 
and gymnasts, as well as musicians. Don't miss it. 

The Hypochondriac will be staged on October 24, 25 & 26 in St 
Barnabas Hall, Dulwich Village. 'l'ickets will be available from Robin 
'I'aylor, telephone 081-670 0890, and the Art Stationers, Dulwich Village. 

Poop-a-Scoop - Local waste collection authorities in England will be 
expected to have in place by July plans for the recycling of 'suitable 
house-hold waste', under prov1s10ns enshrined in the 1990 
Environment Protection Act. Two new measures under the Act came 
into force in May. Local authorities are now required and empowered 
to deal not only with the 'droppings' of litter louts but also with the 
cleansing of open spaces, particularly parks, of dog faeces. 

The former is a hazard consciously created, the latter, a hazard 
totally unconsciously created. One has to query whether the latter is 
suitable recycling material. Dog lovers, living in towns and cities and 
with families, are all to aware of their dilemma: in this day and age, to 
scoop or not to scoop? 

Help may be at hand. It appears new poop-scoop byelaws are to 
operate in certain areas covered by the above measures. Could the 
Boroughs of Lambeth and Southwark, with their open spaces, small 
parks and considerable major parks qualify as 'certain areas'? If so, 
could it happen that they and dog lovers in their areas might vie with 
one another to prove who projects a more environmentally friendly 
attitude toward their own environment? 

Dog lovers to the fore! 

Wildlife - The sounds of wild birds filled St Barnabas ~ 
Hall in May when ornithologist Dominic Couzens, gave a ~-.~~>) 
lecture to the Dulwich Society. Not all bird sounds are · ·v" 
vocalisations. The snipe, for example, dive from a great ' 
height making an eerie sound caused by wind vibrating 
its tail feathers. Mr Couzens works at the British Library - -
of Wildlife sounds in Kensington and he was able to play some exotic 
recordings such as the call of the American bittern, which sounds like 
an airlock in the plumbing. The audience was startled to find that the 
mating call of the great bustard is a noise no human being could get 
away with in polite society and intrigued by the strange cry of the 
crested oropendula. 

Many comments, however, were of use much nearer home. Both 
blackbird and song thrush have a beautiful rich tone, but the 
blackbird leaves long gaps in its song and the thrush repeats the same 
phrase several times. The song of the dunnock sounds like a squeaky 
trolley. A lot of work has been done on the chaffinch songs. 
Chaffinches from different parts of the country sing different 
dialects and we were able to listen to a fascinating range of variations 
and also see the differences on a sonograph. 

The evening contained something for everyone: helpful hints for 
beginners and new insights for keen birders. We all left St Barnabas 
Hall having learned something and very much enjoyed the process. 

Ruth Day 

Sainsbury's in East Dulwich - a superstore and huge car park are 
being built on King's College sports ground and Dulwich Hamlet 
Football Club's practice pitch. 

At Sainsbury's Annual General Meeting on July 4 at Queen 
Elizabeth II Conference Centre, Westminster, John Beasley will 
challenge Lord Sainsbury to cease building at East Dulwich and to 
create a large public park He will also urge Sainsbury's to cease the 
company's practice of destroying other open green spaces around 
Britain. 

John Beasley is Press Officer for OTDOGS (OPPOSITION TO 
DESTRUCTION OF OPEN GREEN SPACE) which was set up to prevent 
Sainsbury's from building a superstore at Dog Kennel Hill, East 
Dulwich. Despite massive opposition, the food giant was granted 
planning permission after offering so-called planning gains. 

·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.-.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.-.·.····················································.··················· .............................................................................. ·.·······················'········································································· 5 



, Building on open green space contravenes Sainsbury's own 
"- ") company policy which is to conduct its affairs "with real 

-c-?f;; consideration for the environment". Ironically, Lord 
' Sainsbury recently helped to launch a Government leaflet 

entitled Wake Up To What You Can Do For The 
.__ ___ -__, Environment. The new leaflet was launched at Sainsbury's 
Nine Elms Store, three miles from where the company has destroyed a 
very pleasant semi-rural environment. 

Trees - We have had four parties of volunteers cutting down the Japanese 
Knotweed of which there is a considerable amount in Dulwich Wood. 
Discussion continues on the best way of controlling it. We pulled it up by 
the roots the first year, but could not hope to get up all the roots, and we 
were advised that chopping it down was nearly as effective and much 
quicker. Spraying has been suggested but the ecologists are against that. 
So, for the time being we keep it at bay by annual chopping, otherwise it 
would quickly spread further and further and suppress native plants. 

Stella Benwell 

Victorian gardens -The garden group has arranged a 
lecture, Victorian Gardens, to be given by Mr. Brent 
Elliott on Thursday, October 3 1991 in St Barnabas 
Hall at 8 pm. There is no charge for admission; coffee/ 
tea with biscuits will be served . 

Mr Brent Elliott is librarian of the Royal Horticultural Society: 
he is also a committee member of the Victorian Society, and was 
former editor of Garden History. He has written a book on 
Victorian gardens and at present contributes articles to the RHS 
publication of 'I'he Garden. 

This should be a most interesting evening, so please make a note 
in your diaries and come along. 

MARGARET FRANKEL-CHARLTON 
Born August 1931, died June 281991 

John Robinson 

Members of the Society who visited Dulwich gardens when Theo 
Frankel was chairman of the Horticultural sub-committee will 
remember Margaret Charlton, his housekeeper and nursing 
companion. Margaret's devotion to Theo certainly ensured and 
extended his closing years, when cancer made swallowing 
difficult and made him question his tenacity for life. 

After just two days in hospital, she, too, succumbed to cancer. 
We salute a brave soul who endured her illness with courage, 
giving little indication to her acquaintances of the seriousness of 
her condition. 

We offer our sympathy to her husband, Ray, and to her sons, 
Shawn and Eamon. 
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Stone The Crows - Despite the current open season on 
', ') corvids, such as rooks, crows, magpies and jackdaws, 

~}f" their population continues to grow and members of the 
~ Country Landowners Association are astonished that 

these pests may soon be protected under EC laws. The 
,__ ____ - __, CLA is urging the House of Commons select committee 
on European legislation to reject the EC proposal to add corvids to a 
protected species on the Birds Directive. 

"The need to control pest species varies between member states, 
and each government should be free to put forward its own case for 
control," said Mr Townsend-Rose, the CLA's land use adviser. 

Anyone feeling strongly on this issue should write to our MP. 

Lambeth Film Society - If you are interested in films, or would just 
like to catch up on those films you always wanted to see, but find it 
more of an effort to go to the cinema nowadays, your local film society 
could solve your problem. 

The Lambeth Film Society meets at 7.45 pm on alternate Tuesdays 
from September to June, in the pleasant small cinema in the 
Nettlefold Hall (West Norwood library) at the foot of Knight's Hill. A 
wide variety of films is shown, including classics of the cinema such as 
Stagecoach, La Grande Illusion or The World of Apu; notable foreign 
films (with English sub-titles) such as Cinema Paradiso, Ju Dou or My 
Life as a Dog; and more recent films such as Hope and Glory, 
Dangerous Liaisons, Blade Runner or Mississippi Burning. These 
examples are taken from the last or coming season. 

For further details ring the Secretary, Janet Abbott, on 081-769 3378. 

Why not got to see good films again locally in pleasant company, 
with coffee and biscuits always available? 

Membership for a full season of 18 films costs £28 (£14 for Senior 
Citizens and students), or, if you wish to sample it you can join for a 
half-season only at first. 
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CYCLES 
Hercules Compact. folding shopper - £40 

Saphire Shopper - £40 
Telephone: 071-27 4 1509 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

It will not have escaped the notice of members that we ~1-j;J!)>) 
have omitted the Society Dinner from our social , ~ 
activities this year, and I am writing to correct the \~ 
omission of the short piece I wrote giving the Executive .__ __ -__ - __. 
Committee's reasons which should have appeared in our last News letter. 

In review, it was felt that we had neither the member support, nor 
the workers to ensure the success of two major functions - together 
with all our other activities -within six months of each other (I refer 
to the Dinner and the Christmas Social) and that, in view of the 
success of the latter function last year, the Society should concentrate 
its efforts on establishing that one as an event of some importance. 

This meant dropping the Dinner, and the decision was not taken 
lightly or without regret, but we hope that members will, in due course, 
rally round in large numbers to support our Christmas venture when it 
occurs. The current thought is of repeating, though not slavishly, the 
combination of readings and music, together with a buffet of Christmas 
fare which went down so well last year. I can even give you the exact 
time and date to put in your diaries - Thursday, December 5, St. 
Barnabas Hall at, shall we say, around 8pm. See you there! 

Reg Collins 

Learning curve - The prospect of a Dulwich Branch of the University 
of the Third Age (UA3) is exciting for those wishing to go on learning­
don't we all? 'l'urn to the letters page to find out more. 

DEADLINES DEADLINES DEADLINES 

Feature copy for the October Newsletter should be with the Editor by 
September 2, news by September 16, advertisements by October 1. Any 
extension to these deadlines should be arranged with the Editor. 

LAMBETH LADIES CHOIR <established 1963> 
Come and sing. No auditions. Interesting Music. 

Rehearsals every Friday afternoon at South London 
Theatre. West Norwood From 20th September 

For information phone: Margaret Price (Secretary) 081-674 5095 

9 



The audited accounls of the Society are shown in full in the following 
pages. I am pleased to report that we had a surplus of [1,001 for the 
year after providing [289 towards the costs of the challenge to the 
EstateSGovernors' proposals for the Scheme of Management. I estima,te 
further costs of up to [1,500 in Lhe following year, the bulk of which 
would be spent on legal and professional fees. 

Subscription income increased by Ll,570, due partly to the increase in 
the amount of subscription and partly to the increase in the number of 
members. We had 1175 rncmbers at the end c·f 1990. I estimate we should 
have about 1200 members by the end of 1991 

We still have problems with some members who wait until they are reminded 
to pay their subscriptions. I hope they will understand that sending 
reminders costs the Society money by way of stationery and postage in 
addition to tt1c otherwise unnecessary burden on our membership secretar~ 
who is very busy indeed witt1 tt1e necessary rot1tinc duties of maintaining 
membership records. 

The response to covenants has been patchy. Due to other engagements, 
Mr. Harry liart is unable to assist us in the clerical duties connected 
with claiming the tax. We have therefore decided not to pursue this 
matter any more. 

We have seen a mdrked increase in printing and other costs of providing 
the quarterly newsletter. I believe that a newsletter would cost 
approx. [1.00 by the end of 1991. In order to defray the increase in 
costs, the Executive Committee have decided to take in a limited number 
of advertisements from local tradesmen for pt1blication in the newsletter. 

Providing we maintain our membership at around 1200 and we arc able tu 
receive some advertising income, I believe 1991 should be a good year 
financially. 

I take this opportunity to thank all members who have generously sent 
donations towards the work of the Societ~ and also generously contributed 
towards the fighting fund. 

S.D. MOONESINGHE, F.C.C.A., A.T.I.I. 
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TllE DUt.WICII SOCIETY 

BALANCE SIIEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1990 

Fixed Assets (Note 1) 

Investments 
National Savings - Investment Account 
Barclays Dani< - Deposit Account 

Current Assets 
Cash at Oank - Barclays Bank 

- National Westminster Bank 

Deduct c,1rrent Liabilities 
Sundry creditors 
Subscriptions paid in advance 
Fighting fund (Note 2) 

Net current liabilities 

Represented by 
Accumulated fund 1.1.1990 
Surplus for the year 

Specific donations 
By a member for a cup to be 
presented to Jamrs Allen Girls School 

Less cost of cup 

Chairman ..... '{;:~ ........... . 

8,266 
109 

402 
93 

495 

1,453 
1,321 

345 

3,129 

55 

55 

Treasurer 

REPORT OF THE AUDITORS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE DULWICH SOCIETY 

1990 

453 

5,633 · 
8,375 5 

i---
8,828 

76 
7 

83 

595 
386 

981 

(2,634) 

£6, 194 

5,193 
1,001 

6,194 

£6,194 

The above Balance Sheet and annexed Profit and Loss Account and Notes show a 
true and fair view of the finUncial state of the Society at 31 December 1990 
and the results for the year ended on that date. 

K.A • .t;. Jeffries 
Chartered Accountant 

1989 

453 

5,638, 

6,091 

(898) 

£5,193 

5,040 
153 

5,193 

£5,193 
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THE DULWICH SOCIETY 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMDER 1990 

Incom,e 
Subs er ; f ,. ;ns 

Inte1·cst receivable 
Donations and sundry 
Sale of books 
Social events 

:,2jLct expenditure 
Newsletters and broad sheets 
Printing, stationery and secretarial 
Postages, telephone and sundry expenses 
Hire of hall and meeting expenses 
Hire of hall prior years (Note 3) 
Subscriptions 
Special contributions 
Advertising and publicity 
Bank charges 
Lecturers' fees 
Social events 
Repairs to equipment 
Costs incurred re challenge to Estate Governors 1 

proposals (Note 2) 

Surplus for the year 

4,796 
937 

29 
56 

2,836 
383 
446 
243 
152 
112 

5 
70 

200 
81 

289 

1990 

5,818 

4,817 

£1,001 

3,226 
600 

57 
13 
12 

2,049 
395 
292 
101 

55 
542 
212 

4 
105 

1989 · 

3,908 

3,755 

£153 

THE DULWICH SOCIETY 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS AT 31 DECEMBER 1990 

Note 1 Fixed Assets 

Projector 
Photocopier 

rlote 2 Fighting Fund 

421 
32 

1:453 

The Society has decided to challenge proposals made by the Estates 
Governors for the Scheme of Management. It is believed that this 
challenge would entail substantial costs particularly in the nature 
of legal and professional fees. 

During the year, some of the members made voluntary contributions 
Lowards the extr~rdinary cost; the amount of these contributions 
at 31 December 1990 stood at £344,92. 

We have termed this as the Fighting Fund and is carried forward 
n.s such in the accounts, 

The Society has also incurred expenses in this connection as 
follows:-

Printing of information leaflets 
Hire of hall for meeting 

266.00 
22.50 

1:288.50 

These expenses were borne by the Society and written off in the 
accounts for this year, 

Note 3 Meeting Expenses - Prior Years 

Owing to administration changes at St. Barnabas Hall, they had 
omitted to make some charges for the use of the hal 1_ by the 
Society in 1988 and 1989. These charges were agreed between 
the Society and the hall administrators during 1990. 
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MEETING OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE JUNE 111991 

What follows is an attempt to keep members informed of the up-to-­
date position with regard to this important committee and what takes 
place at its meetings. It is important because it was set up under 
Section 16 of the 1974 Scheme of Management, and thus represents the 
only official channel of communication between the Managers and 
the people living on the Estate as represented by the Amenity 
Societies. 

The current members of this committee arc: 
Governors: Mr. J. Gotch (Chairman); Mr Cather, Mr Cousins, Professor 
Cowan, Mr Davis and Mr Joan cs. 

Amenity Society Representatives: 

The Dulwich Society: Reg Collins; Duncan Pratt 
Dulwich Residents' Association: John Chilcott; John Aldwinckle 
Dulwich Village Preservation Society: 
Professor Peter Whiteman; Paul Harman. 

The following information was given to the Advisory Commit tee in a 
note from the General Manager and Secretary (10th May 1991) and 
was discussed in general terms under Item 4 of the Agcnda:-

Abolition of the Trees and Surveys (Estate) Committee 

Members of the amenity societies are informed that on 13th April 1991, 
the Board of Governors decided to abolish this committee with 
immediate effect, and to divide its functions between two new 
committees: the Scheme of Management Committee-Chairman: Mr. 
Gotch, and the Property Committee-Chairman: Mr. Cousins. 
The change is a further step in the separation of the Governors' 
activities in connection with the Scheme of Management from their 
other activities. 

The Advisory Committee meeting was attended by representatives of 
the Dulwich Society and the Dulwich Residents' Association. There 
were no representatives of the D.V.P.S in attendance, although 
Professor Whiteman had sent his apologies to the General Manager 
and Secretary. 

Agenda Item 5: Quinquennial Charge Replacement. 

We were aware of the E.G.s' wish to replace the present 5-ycarly charge 
with a yearly charge and we were in support of this change. We were 
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also aware of the need to consider a new system of apportionment to 
replace that based on Rateable Values. Unfortunately the resolution of 
this is more difficult because, although a system of local taxation might 
provide what could be considered to be an acceptable replacement of 
the present system of Rateable Values, which is supported by both of the 
main political parties, it will not be in position until 1993/94. It is worth 
noting, however, that the Water Authorities are, on an interim basis, 
continuing to use the old Rateable Values. 

Accordingly the Governors are considering making an early 
application to the Court for an interim variation to the Scheme of 
Management to enable charges to be made on an annual basis, with 
the apportionment remaining on the basis of Rateable Values as at 
31st March 1990. 

It would seem, therefore, that some scheme of this kind is likely to 
come into being and we are concerned about the rise of the financial 
demand to be made upon us by the E.G.s in the future. The omens are 
not good, in fact quite the reverse. Apart from inflation, members will 
know that the Estate Office management expenses have risen steeply 
in the immediate past years, and that the most likely result of a future 
successor body collecting this charge will be that the amount of 
management costs chargeable to freeholders will rise significantly in 
real terms, which is in itself one good reason for opposing the E.G.s 
application to the Court, namely it will result in increased costs 
payable by the enfranchised freeholders for no quantifiable benefits. 

Agenda Hem 6: Arbitrations. 

'These are where a freeholder is challenging the Estates Governors' 
decision in a case of a licence application to alter a property. There arc 
currently some legal complexities awaiting solution is this area, which 
do not enable me to give any clear indications to members of the 
possible outcome of future Estates Governors' policy. However, 
underlining the concerns I have expressed above is the possibility that 
some costs in this area may well be included by the E.G.s for the first 
time in future Scheme of Management charges. 

Agenda Item 7: Any Other Business. 

a) Dulwich Woods. 

On this item we made several requests arising out of arrangements 
made in talks between the Dulwich Society Trees committee and 
Governor members of the •rrecs and Surveys committee at some time 
in the past and received certain assurances as to action in the future. 

15 



As residents, we feel that proper surveillance of these unique 
woodlands forms part of our ecological responsibility, not only for 
ourselves but for those who come after us. Digressing slightly, I am 
certain that we should not allow the present plans of the Estates 
Governors in respect of Beechgrove to go unchallenged. To do so 
would certainly spell destruction of the Local Nature Reserve which 
surrounds it, and the success of their application to "refurbish the 
lodge" on the Beechgrove site would doubtless, in their view, establish 
a precedent of building there which could lead to development over 
the whole site in due course. This would circumvent the wishes of the 
local community, which have been supported by decisions from two of 
Her Majesty's Inspectors at Public Enquiries in the past. My own firm 
view is that we must hold fast to our 'raison d'etre' as an Amenity 
Society in this matter, and press for the inclusion of the Beechgrove 
site into the Local Nature Reserve surrounding it which is 
administered by the London Wildlife Trust. 

b) Shops in the Village. 

The Governors, when questioned, were not interested in discussing 
the plight of the village shops with the Dulwich Traders Association, 
citing previous unproductive meetings. They are, however, 
contemplating the setting-up of a working party, presumably to 
review what has become a most unsatisfactory situation. We would 
hope that they will not confine this body to themselves alone but will 
consult widely for views outside. It is difficult to see much progress 
here in unravelling the tangled skein of differing leases; premiums; 
types of shops required by residents; changes of use; supermarket 
competition, (soon to be increased), unless they get an infusion of fresh 
attitudes into their thinking and allow themselves the luxury of 
being more flexible in their approach. Why not, for example, ask the 
Amenity Societies to join their working party? 

c) Accounts for year ended 31st March 1991 

In reply to our questions we were told that it was possible that the 
Accounts for this year might be published "sometime in the Autumn". 

d) Repairs to College Road and Reconstruction to Tollgate 

In reply to questions raised by the Dulwich Residents' Association's 
representatives on the above matters, we were informed that the 
dispute over the apportionment of the cost of works to improve part of 
College Road (from Dulwich Common traffic lights, southward 
through the Tollgate, to the junction with Tollgate Drive) had not yet 
been resolved. However, a further meeting with the Joint Committee 
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on Road Charges, set up over a year ago by the residents of College 
Road, Huntslip Road and other properties with access from College 
Road, who are liable for maintenance charges for the upkeep of the 
roads, was to take place shortly. 

The Chairman confirmed that the expenditure, in relation to College 
Road and other private roads which had not been recovered, had been 
excluded from the 1991 Quinquennial Charge, but the E.G.s had 
specifically reserved the right to make an additional charge, if 
appropriate, at a later date. 

Regarding the Tollgate, the residents of College Road, and those with 
access from College Road between Dulwich Common and Kingswood 
Drive, had all been notified in January 1991 that the E.G.s had applied 
to the London Borough of Southwark (LBS) for planning permission 
and 'other necessary consents' to construct a new Tollgate booth, 
located on a central island just north of the existing barrier. The 
proposed Tollgate will have two barrier arms for both automatic and 
manual operation, and will be supervised by one or two keepers. 
Residents were also informed that the application had been made "with 
a view to enabling the E.G.s to proceed with a new Tollgate structure", 
but did not imply a commitment to do 
so at the present time. 

The Chairman reported that the LBS 
had not yet (as of 11th June) listed the 
E.G.s' application for consideration by 
their Planning Committee; he stated 
that the E.G.s would regard further 
delay as tantamount to refusal and 
would be prepared to take legal action, 
if it became necessary, to require LBS 
to give a decision on the Tollgate, since 
any long-term planning for College 
Road would be based on it. 

Your representatives have found these 
meetings somewhat frustrating in the 
past, but we now have a new 
committee and a new chairman and 
we earnestly hope that in the future 
our discussions will be governed by a 
reciprocal feeling of openness. 

Reg Collins 
Chairman 

,'-' 1'. 

Frank Delicata 

C1 rpml ry, 

Metalwork 
ancl Rc11ovc1lio11s 

Custom designed and crafted furniture 
for the kitchen, bedroom and garden, 
- at affordable prices. 

Other specialisations: 

- Doors, windows, shutters 

- Locks & security fittings 

- Restoralton 

Designs and estimates given free 

Telephone: 081-699 7355 
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THE JOINT RESIDENTS' COMMITTEE 

. )) This is a brief explanation of the origins and role of the 
f Joint Residents' Committee ("JRC"), and an account of 

what it has been doing. 

Composition and objects. 

The JRC is an open group of Dulwich residents, formed through the 
joint initiative of the three Dulwich Amenity Societies: the Dulwich 
Society ("DS"), the Dulwich Residents' Association ("DR.A'.'), and the 
Dulwich Village Preservation Society ("DVPS"). Its purpose is to 
consider the Estates Governors' intention to withdraw from the 1974 
Scheme of Management, and to prepare a response to their proposals. 
It has submitted its role to the Estates Governors for this purpose. 
They have recognized that the JRC is a body with whom they should 
properly negotiate. 

Membership of the JRC is not limited to members of the three 
Amenity Societies. It also includes officers and members of a number 
of local Residents' Associations on the Dulwich Estate, representing 
these Associations' interests as well as their own, and a number of 
residents who have individually wished to contribute towards a 
response to the Estates Governors. Any resident of Dulwich who 
wishes to join in these discussions, and to have a direct record of their 
conclusions, is very welcome. Otherwise the outcome of the JRC's 
proceedings, and information about its meetings, will be made public 
through the Amenity Societies and Residents' Associations. 

The JRC now comprises about forty people. At its meeting on the 
10th April 1991, these selected from among themselves a Council of 
twelve people to conduct direct discussions with the Estates 
Governors. This Council consists of the six officers of the Amenity 
Societies who already meet the Estates Governors as members of the 
Advisory Committee, and six other residents. Their names arc given at 
the end of this note. 

Background. 

The need for a JRC was evident, because no single forum was 
available through which residents could express their wishes about 
the future of the Estate. On the 21st March 1990, when the Chairman 
of the Estates Governors first expressed a wish to withdraw from the 
Scheme of Management, he also indicated a wish to work with the 
Amenity Societies on the way in which this should occur. On the 29th 
March 1990, the Chairman of the Dulwich Society proposed that the 
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Amenity Societies should be included in the Estates 
Governors' working party on the Scheme of 
Management, but the Estates Governors would not 
accept this. 

The views of each of the Amenity Societies on the 
Estates Governors' proposals have been expressed publicly, but they 
have also wished to know the reaction of residents. The DS and the 
DRA both expressed the hope that the Estates Governors would 
continue to manage the 1974 Scheme, and that ways could be agreed to 
overcome defects which had become evident in their ability to recover 
costs of management. 

On the 3rd October 1990, Professor Peter Whiteman of the DVPS 
wrote to the Estates Governors proposing the establishment of a JRC. 
'rhis evoked no response from the Estates Governors, who instead 
chose their own group of 35 residents to comment on their proposals, 
ignoring the Amenity Societies. At the Estates Governors' public 
meeting on the 21st February 1991 their Chairman again said, 
however, that he would seek the co-operation of the Amenity 
Societies in carrying out a poll of residents' views. 

The Amenity Societies, both at public meetings and in their 
communications to members, invited residents to submit views on the 
Estates Governors' proposals. Those who did so were invited to attend 
a first meeting of the JRC on the 11th March 1991. A second meeting was 
held on the 10th April 1991, at which three sub-committees were set up to 
examine in detail the proposed Dulwich Trust, the Business Plan, and 
the poll of residents. These sub-committees reported back to a third 
meeting of the JRC on the 2nd May 1991, to agree conclusions prior to the 
Council's meeting with the Estates Governors on the 8th May. 

The substantive decisions of the JRC. 

The following conclusions were agreed by the JRC without dissent: 

1. that instead of setting up a Dulwich Trust, it would be preferable for 
the Estates Governors to apply to the High Court for the Scheme of 
Management to be revised where experience over the past seventeen 
years had shown it to be defective, but for them to remain as 
managers of an undivided Estate; 

2. that residents' support for this would be conditional on the Estates 
Governors being more open in their administration of planning 
controls, and more accountable for costs of maintenance and 
management; 



3. that the proposed Dulwich Trust would be of very little 
value to residents unless the Estates Governors' land 
were included within it; 

4. that the cost assumptions of the proposed Business 
Plan were in many respects inadequate; 

5. that a poll of residents' views should be taken, but that both the 
questions to be asked and the manner in which the poll was to be 
carried out should be agreed with the JRC, and supervised by an 
independent body such as the Electoral Reform Society. 

At the meeting with the Estates Governors on the 8th May, the JRC 
made it clear that in its view there were considerable obstacles in the 
way of obtaining the High Court's approval of changes to the Scheme 
of Management without the agreement of residents. 

Current stage of discussions. 

Following the general meeting with the Estates Governors on the 8th 
May, a sub-committee meeting on the proposed Poll of Residents has 
been held. Other meetings are likely to follow, and the Estates 
Governors have expressed the hope that consultation will continue. 

MEMBERS OF THE JRC COUNCIL. 

(a) Members of the Scheme of Management Advisory Committee: 

Professor P.G. Whiteman, Q.C (President DVPS) 
R W. Collins (Chairman DS) 
J.G. Chilcott (Chairman DRA) 
P. Harman, F.C.A. (Chairman DVPS) 
A.D. Pratt (DS) 
J.P. Aldwinckle (Vice-Chairman DRA) 

(b) Other Residents: 

A.R. Chandler 
D.A. Franklin 
A.R.G. Rae burn 
A.E. Wallace 
A.C. Warren 
W.P. Higman(Secretary) 

CADEMY 
Au-Pair Agency Lld 

Au-Pairs Interviewed and selected 
abroad; available long term with 

immediate start dates. 
Please telephone 081·299 4599 

Conclusions from an inspection of the Governors' Annual 
Accounts ' :r~-'~ 
Part of the attitude of the Estates Governors towards ~:ifJ!!;y 
managing their property can be explained by · - \\ 
examining their Accounts for the past five years. These -\~ 
show that the estate management function taken separately has been 
conducted at a considerable and increasing loss. This loss has been 
subsidized from the investment income of the Estate, which is distinct 
from that of the property income. The subsidy has been at the expense 
of the beneficiaries (the schools and other foundations), who have been 
receiving a very poor return on the total value of the Charity's 
investments. 

As trustees of a Charity, the Estates Governors are vulnerable to 
criticism that their beneficiaries would be considerably better off if 
the Estate did not manage property at all, and if they preserved none 
of the expensive overheads which they find necessary for this 
management. When the Estates Governors claim that the Charity 
Commissioners oblige them to extract full financial value from the 
Estate, their underlying sensitivity is not so much that they are 
failing to obtain maximum income, but that they are failing to realize 
any net income from the property at all. They arc now seeking to 
correct this by divesting themselves of the 1974 Scheme of 
Management, and by pushing hard to exploit the development value 
of their land. In a Conservation Arca they find the second course 
difficult and expensive, and arc being repeatedly turned down on 
planning applications and appeals. 

They should be turning their attention to their very heavy 
management costs, which are particularly high compared with the 
small fee they pay to have the investment portfolio managed. This 
portfolio is worth considerably more than the Estates Governors' 
valuation of their property, and produces a higher income. The 
beneficiaries of the Charity would in fact do much better if the 
Estates Governors gave away all their property and wound 
themselves up. 

As residents, we should now feel entitled to question more closely 
the real nature of the financial reforms which the Estates Governors 
are undertaking, because the indication is not that they propose 
making economies, but that they intend passing more of the costs on 
to freeholders, without at the same time giving them an opportunity 
to control them. In the net effect of costs on their disposable income, 
we may have a common cause with the beneficiaries of the Charity. 
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Attached is a set of figures for the past five years, 
extracted from the Accounts. One could draw attention 
to the following points. 

Investment management fees in 1990 amounted to 
£58,000, about 0.2 per cent of the £'%/ million value of the 

investment portfolio. Investment income was over £2 million. It has 
doubled in the past five years. 

The Estates Governors' remaining expenditure was over £2 
million, related to property valued by them at £10 million (this is 
revalued every three years). If one adds costs of £564,000 in 1990 which 
have been capitalized (i.e. £394,000 on refurbishing the Old College and 
a net £170,000 on motor vehicles and equipment), this means that their 
expenditure in one year was over £2.5 million, or one quarter of the 
value of their property. Some of this is recoverable from residents, but 
it is still expenditure. 

The Estates Governors' gross income from property during 1990 
was only £900,000. This has increased by about one-third over the past 
five years. 

Management expenditure, (i.e. expenditure additional to money 
spent directly on maintenance) was over £1 million in 1990. This was 
three times as high as in 1986, and has increased from one-third to 
one-half of total expenditure. Management expenditure actually 
exceeds the value of the income from the property. Professional fees 
have shown a particularly startling increase, from £60,000 in 1986 to 
£394,000 in 1990. 

Meanwhile, the beneficiaries of the Charity received a total of £1 
million in 1990, which was considerably less t'han half as much as it 
cost to run the Estate, and only half the value of the investment 
income (all of which they might have received if no property were 
managed by the Estates Governors at all!) 

The amount received by the beneficiaries in 1990 was only 28 per 
cent higher than it was in 1986, which hardly kept pace with inflation. 
The distribution to beneficiaries has actually declined from 44 per 
cent to 36 per cent of the Estates Governors' income. As a yield on the 
total valuation of the Estate (including the value of the investments), 
distribution to beneficiaries amounts to less than 3 per cent per 
annum. This yield has not changed in the past five years. 

Estates Governors• Accounts for the past five~ 

Income 
Real estate income 660 

Toll gate (gross) 58 

Investment income 1,142 

Total income 1,860 

Value of the Estate 
Freehold properties 8,268 

Investments 20,708 
(at market value) 

Total value 28,976 

Distribution 
Beneficiaries received 819 

(Per cent of income) (44) 

(Yield on assets) (2.8) 

Management costs 
Investment management 13 

Management expenditure 362 
(gross) 

Capitalised cost of: 
Old College improvements 

Equipment (net of sales 
and depreciation) 36 

411 

Direct maintenance costs 
General direct costs 154 

Residential repairs 449 

Road repairs 84 

Toll gate costs 41 

728 

648 

56 

1,395 

2,099 

8,226 

23,510 

31,736 

859 

( 41) 

( 2. 7) 

46 

423 

20 

489 

142 

577 

44 

763 

655 

64 

1,446 

2,165 

11,100 

23,315 

34,415 

954 

( 4 4) 

(2.8) 

56 

514 

26 

576 

217 

462 

2 

47 

728 

743 

71 

1,755 

2,569 

10,544 

26,640 

37,184 

1,023 

( 4 0) 

(2. 8) 

56 

759 

80 

895 

300 

402 

25 

51 

778 

896 

41 

2,006 

2,943 

10,818 

26,927 

37,745 

1,052 

( 36) 

( 2. 8) 

58 

1,059 

394 

170 

1,681 

334 

690 

25 

48 

1,077 
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In May, a fine sunny day, a group of Dulwich gardeners had the great 
honour and pleasure of being escorted by Mr John Bond, Keeper of the 
Savill Garden and Windsor Estate, on a tour of the Valley Gardens near 
Virginia Water and on to the natural hollow known as the Punch Bowl 
which has become a great tourist attraction during the spring season. 

Mr Bond started by giving us a brief history of the Crown Lands at 
Windsor. Until 1750 the only garden work done was purely domestic for 
the Castle and Frogmore. The Estate was then mainly forest flanked by 
a vast area of scrub and heath stretching from Guildford to Bagshot. 

Following the conclusion of the war against the Scots when the 
Young Pretender was finally defeated at Culloden, the English 
Com1;11ander, the Duke of Cumberland, third son of George II, was 
appomted Ranger to the Windsor Estate. He had at his disposal and 
unemployed English army and a large number of French and Scottish 
prisoners of war. He set these men to work to clear the scrub and to 
plant forest trees - "each tree planted by a man with a shovel" - vast 
numbers of oak, sweet chestnut, beech and other forest trees were 
planted, many of which still survive. The Duke saw to it that "every 
mai:i had one good meal a week". He died in 1765 but planting continued 
until ~790. The land was also sculpted to form a series of ponds which 
were mtended as clearance ponds and are efficient to this day. This 
work also added greatly to the beauty of the landscape. 

In 1928 Eric Savill was appointed Deputy Ranger and soon began to 
plant out the ground near the Royal Lodge, encouraged by the then 
Duke and Duchess of York. 'I'his area eventually was given his name 
and at a later date he extended his work to the Valley Gardens. 

The two s~vere storms of recent years have wrought great damage 
and resulted m heavy losses but John Bond is not a man to repine. He 
spoke most graphically of the rescue work of trees, and his approach is 
to replan rather than to replant. We saw much evidence of constant 
hard work and change. 

. Our two hour walk took us through many beautiful valleys at a 
time when the great rough boles and twisted branches of the ancient 
trees were still clearly visible crowned by a pale green powdering of 
early foliage which allowed a flood of light to fall on the smaller 
bloom-laden ornamental fruit trees which were interspersed with the 
magnificent freely branching "Loderi" rhododendrons with their 
height and span of some twelve feet. Smaller exquisitely coloured 
rhododendrons mingled with softly blowing acers in lovely shades. 
Azaleas and ferns completed the lower strata of this extraordinary 

vast area with surprise and beauty at every turn, each corner 
revealing a new delightful vista. 

As I followed this privileged little group I thought of the men who 
for generations had cleared and tended this land, giving areas their 
own name such a Dick's Bog and Burmah Way, men who now live in 
snug neat houses and devote their lives to this work. I have long 
marvelled that in this huge area every year all the rhododendrons are 
dead headed- a mammoth task. Herc too water comes from standpipes 
which cover every area and are fed by pump from the lake to plants 
which are mainly shallow rooted and require a great deal of moisture. 

With so great a number of exquisite shrubs and trees one can 
hardly dare to make comparisons; but we will all remember the 
tremendous display of the cornus "Eddie's White Wonder" a twenty 
feet high mass of cream coloured bracts. This lovely plant h~s been up 
and down to the Chelsea Show a few times but has grown too large to 
be jazzing about any longer. 

A solitary plastic bottle lying at the base of an immaculate 
fingerpost produced a little homily. "I'm sorry about that .... It doesn't 
often happen .... we don't have litter bins which only make work and 
are always overflowing. Nice people like you take their litter home 
with them." (We all looked virtuous.) He softened slightly: "We do have 
two bins at the Restaurant where we sell wrapped ice cream." He 
walked rapidly off and we hastened to catch up. 

Suddenly from amongst the trees we emerged at the brink of the 
famous Punch Bowl. The circular paths around this great hollow are 
narrow and almost invisible so that the effect is one of solid colour 
bank on bank of every imaginable shade like a huge patchwork quilt'. 
Over and behind hung the gracious gentle acers and flowering fruit 
trees. It was a Japanese fantasy, quite exquisite and at peak condition 
with not a faded flower to be seen. Our host had chosen this day som~ 
six months earlier. 

Rather overwhelmed, we walked quietly back to our cars. Thank 
you, John, for a morning that we shall all remember with gratitude. 

Kay Lawson Dick 
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Am I imagining it or has the Park improved of late? 'l'hc grass is kept cut 
the edges trimmed, and there seems to be a marked reduction in litter. 
Walking through it the other day I noted that the litter bins were nearly 
all full and what litter was lying about had obviously been scattered by 
scavenging crows and squirrels. I see that the aviary has finally been 
demolished, and I doubt if we will see a replacement although there has 
always been one on that site since the Park first opened. 

A number of new garden scats have appeared of late all dedicated 
to the memory of past Park lovers. One such inscription intrigues me -
''Alice Lansdell of the Cambcrwcll Palace (1897-1981}." - What 
memories she must have had of the Old Music Hall on the corner of 
Denmark Hill and Orpheus Street, almost facing the 'legitimate' 
Empire 'l'heatrc at the junction of Denmark Hill and Coldharbour 
Lane, replaced in the Thirties by the large Odeon Cinema which 
ended up as Dickie Dirts before becoming derelict and now awaiting 
redevelopment. The old Palace became derelict after the war, the site 
becoming a used car lot after demolition and now occupied by the 
more sedate Midland Bank. 

Walking up College Road one day in the spring, I was alarmed to see the 
top of a pylon rising above the trees on the boundary of the Prep playing 
field and the Golf Course. With thoughts of Dallas and oil prospecting, I 
hurried across the field to discover a borCY1ole being sunk amidst signs of 
great activity in the undergrowth on the edge of the Course. 

The new chain-link fence, erected by the Club to keep out 
interlopers like me, prevented me from attracting the attention of any 
of the workmen, but the pile of pipes nearby convinced me that some 
sort of drainage was taking place. I now understand that a large 
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underground "lake" has been discovered. This should come as no 
surprise since most of the Common is probably floating on water 
judging by the number of large ponds and watercourses that used to 
be seen in that area. 

Starting with the pond in Dulwich Wood, two natural ponds are 
still to be found on the Golf Course. A third, near the edge of the Cox's 
Walk part of the Wood, was filled in by the Club some thirty years ago. 
Most of the ponds were cattle ponds from the farming days, the 
largest being the Witch's Pool by Dulwich Common Lane, probably in 
the corner of the ILEA playing field opposite the Park's Queen Mary 
Gate. There was also the near-by Potash Farm Pond and a cattle pond 
behind Pond Cottages. Despite ideas to the contrary, the Mill Pond 
was probably man-made being the clay pit dug in the 18th Century for 
the near-by brickworks and landscaped in 1902. 

Mention of the ILEA 
playing field reminds me of 
my fear for the future of the 
playing fields at the top of 
Green Dale. Whatever one 
may have thought of the 
ILE A's policies they 
certainly looked after their 
playing fields. Now that 
these arc administered by 
Southwark, as far as the 
Green Dale fields arc 
concerned, the rot has set in. 
The groundsman has been 
dismissed, the fields are un­
cut, the brick pavilion 
boarded up, the fences 
broken and the gates left 
unlocked. For some unknown 
reason one field has a 
number of 40 gal. oil drums 
scattered over it. If this is 
how Southwark is looking 
after its playing fields, what 
will be the ultimate fate of 
the ones on the Common and 
in Huntslip Road? 

Bill de Bacrdcmacckcr 
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Buteobuteo 

On May 6, a buzzard sighted in garden in Dulwich area. Bird appeared 
to have some feather displacement in right wing and was limited in 
flight to short glides ( 4m). It spent much time inside trees with owl-like 
behaviour, scanning places such as compost heaps, for mice perhaps. 
Bird observed at least once weekly up to June 19, and apart from flight 
anomaly, appears to be feeding well enough. At earliest sighting, the 
bird was tracked and followed by the noisy mobbing of a pair of 
carrion crows, but over the period 0£ observation, this has diminished 
to occasional rude remarks from these birds and attendant jays and 
magpies. Smaller birds appear to show no concern, e.g. sparrows 
perching in same tree as the predator. Observations hampered by lack 
of appropriate camera, but some photo attempts made and 
observation continuing. At last observation (June 22.) flight had 
improved to longer distances, higher, with strong wing beats. This 
may indicate an imminent return to more usual habitat. 

Hedgehog 

A young hedgehog turned up in same area, in evening of June 15, 
scavenging cats' leftovers. Having dined noisily and lengthily, the 
animal (about 9'122 cm.) long, trundled rapidly off. 

Brian Benn. 

107a ROSENDALE ROAD LONDON SE21 
~ 081-670 8076 ~ 081-670 4788 

LEAVIING PORTRAIITS FROM ETON COLLEGE 

Dulwich Picture Gallery is to be congratulated on winning the 1991 
Prudential Award for the visual arts. In their assessment, the gallery 
was applauded for its "committed and imaginative way 0£ making a 
closed collection 0£ Old Masters accessible and pleasurable to a mixed 
community ... " 

By way of demonstration, a most unusual exhibition has now been 
mounted which includes the work of Reynolds, Ramsey, Romney, 
Hoppner and Lawrence. Great portraitists all, the unifying theme 
here is the Eton Leaving Portrait, a tradition which arose in the late 
eighteenth century, whereby boys gave portraits of themselves to the 
Headmaster on leaving the school. Apart from the unalloyed pleasure 
of seeing portraits by masters which have hitherto hung in the 
Provost's Lodge, there is also a fascination in seeing future 
establishment figures in embryo, when their destiny was unknown 
but, given their background, not a total revelation. 

In some particularly fine examples, comparisons can be made 
between the styles of Reynolds' classicizing portraits 0£ Charles James 
Fox and John Darner, Romney's austere, patrician paintings 0£ William 
Henry Lambton and Charles Moss, and Lawrence's romantic image of 
Richard Wellesley. 

In the twentieth century's revival 0£ tradition, parallel stylistic 
comparisons can be made between the hard-edged objective portrait 
by Paul Brason of Jacob Rees-Mogg, and the freer handling of paint by 
Michael Noakes in the relaxed portrait 0£ his son Jonathan. 

The exhibition continues until October 20, 1991 

David Smith 

ADVERTISE HERE FOR ONLY 20p/WORD 



The vice crackdown in Streatham is working. But while the casual 
streetwalkers have returned to the West End, some of the girls have 
moved to the Streatham borders and set up their own small 
businesses instead. 

Suddenly, massage is booming in the respectable family streets of 
Crystal Palace, Dulwich and Brackley. In the sweetshop windows, 
postcards advertising pushchairs for sale contrast with ads for Pretty 
Plums Massage. In one window I counted 12 cards. Five days later, there 
were 16- plus one card offering massage jobs, "no experience needed". 

The girls' phones are constantly engaged with men willing to pay 
between £20 and £100 for a massage with extras. I phoned Judy, 
advertising as "new, slim and big" and was surprised to hear a cultured 
man's voice. He explained that he was an antique dealer. "I'm certainly 
not a pimp, and don't take any money. I'm a good friend who looks after 
her. She means a lot to me." 

He told me that Judy had been let down in the past, and had just set 
up by herself. ''.A lot of girls work for themselves now. She's really a nice 
person, practically a social worker as well - we get some weird clients. 
Most of them arc older professional men - barristers, policemen, 
doctors. Kinky as you like." 

"One guy wanted to be wrapped up in paper, stuffed in a wardrobe 
and let out at the end of the day. She charged £100 for that." Funny and 
affable, this was obviously the classy end of the market. 

Meanwhile, in Dulwich, Heidi advertises New Massage. Her 
particular new business enterprise is based in the council flat where she 
has lived for ten years. The neighbours don't know what has hit them. 

"These were nice flats,'' said one bewildered lady. "Nothing like this 
has ever happened before." 

Why were they nervous about speaking out? 

"She's fiery,'' said one housewife. "I just nod to her." 

As we were talking, Heidi's husband appeared with a dog. I beat a 
hasty retreat, driving home past the flat of Jan (New and Lovely) who 
had just moved into well-to-do Sydenham Hill, and Marie, the latest 
arrival in Tulse Hill. 

Over in Brackley, the masseuses had a serious effect on a smart 
wine bar. Several weeks ago, three girls moved into the flat upstairs. 

"They'd been up there a couple of weeks before we twigged what 
was going on,'' said the irate manager. "People were ringing here to 
complain. I put them wise that it was nothing to do with us. One man 
phoned up to say he wasn't pleased with their "service!" 

"The police wouldn't act until they got a minimum of five 
independent complaints. We were getting neighbours to write letters 
when, last week, there was a big fight upstairs and the girls vanished." 

The police denied having a 'five complaints' policy. "It's news to me,'' 
said Chief Inspector Wade of Streatham Vice Squad. "We look into all 
complaints, even anonymous ones. To be fair, some people make 
vicious allegations about young girls. We check the facts. On the other 
hand, a lot of people put up with it without making complaints. If they 
don't call us, we don't get things done." 

What about removing the massage cards from the sweetshops? 
After all, schoolchildren can see them. 

"It's a lovely idea ... but it would take a lot of scrutiny,'' commented 
a bobby on the beat. 

Chief Inspector Wade disagrees: "Shop owners can be prosecuted 
for insulting behaviour. We're hot on it - because we know we have a 
problem." 

Outside Streatham, the mushrooming massage parlours have 
taken the police by surprise. They face a difficult dilemma. To deal 
with the problem means diverting resources from burglary and 
robbery. But leaving it alone may bring longterm trouble. 

"Yes, we are aware that we have a growing problem,'' admits Chief 
Inspector Bennett, who covers Crystal Palace. "We're taking steps to 
check the legitimacy of premises." 

Superintendent Partington at South Norwood explained: "It's not a 
priority because few people complain. But clearly it's a trend in the 
area and disturbing." 

Assembling a court case against massage parlours takes time, and 
many policemen have doubts. As one said: "If yotire stopping innocent 
women being harassed, it's serving the community and there's a fine 
line as to where we step in." But what's true for Streatham with its 
kerbcrawlers just doesn't hold for areas like Crystal Palace, where 
women aren't regularly approached. 



Luckily, there are more subtle ways of discouraging the trade. Last 
year, several Streatham girls received £10,000 tax assessments. Only 
one appealed. D 

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 

The Dulwich Branch of the U3A is going to start a Music 
Appreciation class in September. With enough support 
by the membership we hope to spread to other subjects 
of interest. 

The University of The Third Age - U3A - is an international 
association for people in the Third Age - or retirement phase of life: 
childhood being the first stage, working life the second, and 
retirement the third. At this time of life freedom from commitments 
of employment and the responsibility of bringing up a family, affords 
spare time for the pursuit of existing activities and the development 
of new interests. 

U3A South London is based at Goldsmith College. It is a self-help 
organisation which arranges study/special interest groups, 
educational visits and social events, based on the skills and talents of 
it's members. The basic idea of U3A is that members shall participate 
in learning experiences to which all can contribute, enhancing the 
quality of life for themselves and for others. An important feature is 
the voluntary principle 
whereby members partici­
pate in all aspects of their 
U3A. There are no age lim­
its but meetings are during 
the day and no examina­
tions; the range and stand­
ards of courses depends on 
the choices or needs of indi­
vidual group members. For 
an annual subscription of £5 
you can attend as many dif­
ferent courses as you 
choose; there are no sepa­
rate fees. 

If you are interested in 
the forming of a Dulwich 
Group, please contact me, 
Lottie Fayers, 11 Dovercourt 
Road, Dulwich, SE22 8SS. Or 
telephone 081693 2073. 

The Hale Clinic 
7 Park Crescent 
London \Xll 
Tel: 071-637 3377 

149 Herne Hili 
Herne Hill 

London SE24 
Tel: 071-733 8881 

Highly qualified Aromatherapist 

BELINDA FREEMAN MF. Phys LCSI' MIFA MBRA MIBM Sc 

with over 14 years experience in 

NATURAL THERAPEUTICS, 

AROMATHERAPY & REFLEXOLOGY. 

For the Natural approach to Arthritis, Backache, 

Neck & Muscular pain, Circulatory, Digestive, 

Menstrual, lmn1une & Skin disorders) Insomnia, 

Migraine, Headaches, Arnciety & Stress. 

Deep Rebxation for Health and Beauty. 

Nutritional advice given. 

BELINDA FREEMAN MF Phy.s LCSP ,IIFA Mlllv\ MlllM Sc 

AROMATIIERAPY • REFLEXOWGY • NATifRAL TIIERAPEUTICS 
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GREMLINS 

Was Queen Boadecia a JAGS girl? I can't otherwise dis­
cover why her picture was shown. And is JAGS 25 years 
old (page 19) or 255 years (page 1) But, aside from such 
confusions, and the chronological non-sequence of '-----~ 
Events (What's on -30-3lpp) I too would like to agree with the com­
ment on British Rail at North Dulwich - and the handy timetable, 
sponsored by an estate agent, omits to mention anywhere how long the 
journey to London Bridge takes - useful information if planning to 
change trains there! 

Keep up the good work, the Newletter is a spiffing read. 

Valerie Monaghan, 23 Burbage Rd, SE24. 

Sorry - gremlins got in the computer, I think - Ed. 

SIGHTINGS 

I was interested to read in the 
article on Sightings about the 
albino squirrel on Sydenham 
Hill and thought you might be 
interested to know that last 
November/December I saw an 
albino squirrel in Gallery Road 
on the same side as the Picture 
Gallery between the Gallery 
and the DCPS Nursery. For sev­
eral days after my sighting I 
walked up and down Gallery 
Road with a camera slung 
round my neck and a pocket 
full of nuts but to no avail. I 
would be very interest to know 
if anyone else has seen this 
squirrel. 

Susan Pardoe, 
22 Cuff Crescent SE9. 

\ Xlcorn 1tntiqu~s 
(Fami!,· Business Est since 19771 

WANTED TO BUY! 
FURNITURE 

CHINA - CLOCKS 
JEWELLERY - PAINTINGS 

SINGLE ITEMS OR COMPLETE 

HOUSE CLEARANCE 

TOP PRICES PAID 

PHONE MRS GAY KINGHAM 
01-761 3349 ANYTIME 

111 ROSE'<DALE ROAD. 
\\EST DLLWJCH. LO'<D0' SE21 

Open spaces, fine trees and attractive buildings make up the 
environment we enjoy here in Dulwich thanks to the foundation of 
Alleyn's College of God's Gift by Edward Alleyn in 1616. But these are 
not things we can take for granted. An active and energetic local 
society can do much to ward off the dangers which threaten them. 
This is why we ask you to think seriously about joining The Dulwich 
Society. It is a non-political amenity society which exists to "foster and 
safeguard the amenities of Dulwich, and to encourage a lively sense of 
community". 

General policy is formed by an executive committee. Sub­
committees are responsible for planning, traffic & transport, trees, 
wildlife, local history, horticulture, and membership & publicity. The 
society acts as a focal point for members' views and keeps in touch 
with the Estates Governors, the London Boroughs of Southwark and 
Lambeth, the police, public transport authorities, the Civic Trust and 
neighbouring civic amenity societies. We communicate with members 
by quarterly newsletter and monthly meetings (mostly in St. 
Barnabas Hall). Voluntary workers distribute literature and keep in 
touch with members. Membership is £5 a year for a family. 

To join, please complete the form below and send it to: 
MrsS VLce 
Membership Secretary 
12 Allison Grove, SE21 7ER 

-----------------------------------------------------~ 
Name (block capitals) ............................................................. . 

Address ........................................................................ . 

Tel: ........................... . 

Please tick boxes applicable: 

DI would like to join The Dulwich Society. DI might take an 
active part. 

My particular interests arc: ................................................. . 

DI enclose £5 to provide membership until end of 199 
D Please send me a Banker's Order form for completion. 

Signature....................................... Date ...................... . 



Just what is it about Audis that makes their tyres so appealing? This Dulwich, yes Dulwich, scene is not 
from the well-known DIY manual, 101 Uses of a Housebrick but just another cheery reminder of South 
London Life. For additional chutzpah more in keeping with New York's lower East side, the wall 
behind the car was partly demolished to provide the lift. Bricklayers small ads on a postcard please. 




