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The Dulwich Society  

Annual Report of the Trustees for the Year to 31 December 2017 

Trustees   

Appointed 1st January 2018 
Chairman – Ian McInnes* 
Hon. Secretary – Susan Badman* 
Hon. Treasurer – Russell Lloyd* 
Sir David Beamish 
Patsy Bramble 
Brian Green 
Alastair Hanton 
Adrian Hill* 
Dr Diana McInnes 
Bernard Nurse 
Jeremy Prescott 
David Roberts 
Angela Wilkes 
Dr Kenneth Wolfe 
*also served as trustees throughout 2017 

President 

Dr Colin Niven 

Vice-Presidents 

Dr Gary Savage 
Dr Joseph Spence 
 

Registered Address 

The Secretary, Dulwich Society 
c/o 9 Ruskin Walk, London SE24 9NA 
 

Bankers 

Barclays Bank, 
28 Rye Lane, 
Peckham 
London SE15 5BS 
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Independent Examiner 

Sally-Anne Jeffries 
K.A. Jeffries & Co 
18 Melbourne Grove 
London SE22 8RA 
 
 

Aims and Objectives 

The Dulwich Society is an unincorporated association registered as a charity on 1st May 1964 

with registered charity number 234192. Its constitution was adopted on 12th March 1964.  

The constitution was last revised on 25th April 2016. 

The Society’s aims and objectives are to foster and safeguard the amenities of Dulwich, both 

in the interests of its residents and the wider local community of which it is a part, and to 

increase awareness of the varied character that makes the area so special. 

The Society represents all parts of Dulwich, North, South, East and West in the London 

Borough of Southwark.   It has several volunteer groups which actively seek improvements 

in public transport infrastructure and traffic (for car drivers, cyclists and pedestrians), 

architecture and design, trees, gardens, wildlife habitats and nature/species conservation, 

and understanding of local history.   

Further details of the Society’s aims and objectives are at 

https://www.dulwichsociety.com/about-the-dulwich-society 

Organisation Structure 

The Dulwich Society is administered by an Executive Committee, comprising the officers and 

the sub-committee chairs, which meets every two months.  The Executive Committee is 

elected at the Annual General Meeting by voting members of the Society.   Matters of detail 

are delegated to sub-committees – Planning and Architecture, Traffic and Transport, 

Wildlife, Trees, Local History, and Gardens - which report to and whose chairs are members 

of the Executive Committee.    In 2017 it was decided to form a Licensing sub-committee to 

examine the issues surrounding premises licences and their impact on local amenity. 

In addition to the Executive Committee, honorary officers are elected at the Society’s 

Annual General Meeting, currently comprising a President and two Vice-Presidents. 

Following a decision in 2016, Vice-President vacancies will no longer be filled, and the role 

will lapse. 

The trustees who served in 2017 were the three main office holders of the Society and the 

immediate past Chairman.  Following a review in 2017, it was decided that all members of 

the Executive Committee would become trustees with effect from 1st January 2018 or on 

appointment.   New trustees will receive Charity Commission documentation to help them 

understand their obligations as trustees. 

https://www.dulwichsociety.com/about-the-dulwich-society
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All members of the Executive Committee, Trustees and members of the sub-committees 

give their time voluntarily and receive no remuneration or other benefits.  

Service on the Executive Committee or on one of the sub-committees is open to all 

members of the Society, and application by those who feel that they have relevant skills and 

time available are very welcome.  They should be made in the first instance to the Chairman 

of the Society or to the chairman of the relevant sub-committee.   All members of the 

Executive Committee are subject to re-election at the next Annual General Meeting.   

 

Performance and Achievement in 2017 – Review of 2017 

In planning our activities, the Trustees have given careful consideration to the Charity 

Commission’s public benefit guidance. 

Membership of the Society comprised over 1160 households in 2017 compared to over 

1100 in 2016.  This number represents approximately 20% of households in Dulwich. 

The Society expanded its reach in 2017 with taking on the functions of The East Dulwich 

Society which was dissolved in line with its constitution and whose remaining funds were 

awarded to the Dulwich Society. The Society used the East Dulwich Society funds to make a 

grant to the Goose Green Primary School to construct a green anti-pollution screen along 

their boundary with Grove Vale which was warmly received. 

The Society’s quarterly journal continues to be regarded as one of the major benefits of 

Society membership and around 80% of the copies are still distributed by hand. 

The popular monthly eNewsletter is now sent to 700 members - It provides a useful 

mechanism to keep members up to date on important issues affecting Dulwich (such as 

planning or transport proposals from Southwark) but also lets people know about events 

and activities in the area which cannot be included in the journal. 

The Society is active on digital media including a web site and Twitter feed. 

Donations: The Society awards funds to local projects that meet our objects.  In 2017 these 

included the London Wildlife Trust (for continuance of work in Sydenham Hill Wood, open 

to the public), Safe Routes to School which promotes walking and cycling to school, The 

Horniman Museum’s new Wall of Voices (which is visited by many Dulwich school groups), 

Goose Green School green anti-pollution wall, information signs, record digitisation and 

Dulwich Park tree plaques.  

In addition, the Society has been successful in submitting project ideas for using Southwark 

Cleaner Greener Safer funds to enhance the Dulwich environment and improve local safety, 

securing Council funding for the repair and enhancement of the historic posts and chains, 

the replacement of the flagpole in the St Peter’s War Memorial on Lordship Lane, the 

provision of information signage next to the stretcher railings in East Dulwich, and 

additional street trees. 
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The Society comments regularly on Council planning applications and is also a consultee for 

the Dulwich Estate on all changes to properties within the Estate’s Scheme of Management. 

It encourages change, and welcomes good design appropriate to its setting, but actively 

defends Dulwich against the pressures of inappropriate development. In 2017 The Society 

through its Planning and Architecture Sub-Committee commented on 199 Dulwich Estate 

Scheme of Management licence applications - compared with 212 in 2016. 

A key activity for the Society is to digitise and catalogue as many of its records and other 

local materials as possible so the material can be searched and reach a wider audience. Not 

only does this make answering heritage and family history questions easier but it also offers 

valuable resources for research and school projects and helps the local history libraries. 

 

The Society is working with Dulwich College Archives on various projects linked to the 

College’s forthcoming 400th anniversary in 2019. These include work on the medieval manor 

court rolls held there and digitising estate maps from the nineteenth century. Members of 

the Local History sub-committee contributed local history articles to the Journal and 

compiled an extensive history of Bell House, Dulwich Village, which houses a new 

educational charity, for its website. The walks and opening of the ancient burial ground in 

Dulwich Village organised for the Dulwich Festival were well attended. Research was 

undertaken for information boards to be erected at local landmarks in 2018. 

 

The Society Chairman and Chair of the Planning and Architecture sub-committee, together 

with representatives from Dulwich residents’ associations drawn from across the Dulwich 

Estate, sit on the Estate Scheme of Management (SOM) Advisory Group which meets three 

times a year to discuss matters relating to the SOM, and other Estate issues which impact 

the amenity of Dulwich. 

The Society was represented on the Dulwich Safe Routes to School Group, the Police Safer 

Neighbourhood Panel, and the Dulwich Events Partnership and works closely with a range of 

stakeholders across Dulwich. 

An important focus of the Society is encouraging public engagement in local issues and 

consultations through public meetings, its website and digital media as well as through its 

regular newsletters and journals.  In 2017, the Society has continued to be very active in the 

promotion of public engagement and consultation on transport, local developments & 

planning applications.  It organised public meetings and responded to consultations on 

several local issues including: 

• The future of The Grove Tavern at the junction of the South Circular and Lordship 

Lane. 

• The New Southwark Plan. 

• The Quietway 7 implementation in Dulwich Village and proposals for re-routing 

school coaches which cause daily congestion in Dulwich Village during term-time 

• The holistic review of Dulwich traffic management – the Dulwich Traffic 

Management Study - which aims to inform future traffic projects in Dulwich. 
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• Government railway consultations affecting the Dulwich area – station 

improvements and railway timetables. 

The ninth consecutive annual brochure “Dulwich Gardens Open For Charity” was issued with 

the spring journal. Copies were distributed to all members of the Society and an additional 

4,000+ copies to relevant local outlets. The brochure gives details of some 40 local gardens 

that raise considerable sums for the National Gardens Scheme (supporting cancer, caring 

and gardening charities), St Christopher’s Hospice, Link Age Southwark and other local and 

national charities. 

The Society organised garden tours and a lecture for members, and a variety of other 

history talks and walks throughout the year, which were very popular. 

The Society continues to advise members about their tree problems via an email helpline 

and is working on the mapping and labelling of the many interesting trees in Dulwich Park.   

The Society has secured funding to enable ten new trees to be planted including two in the 

Dulwich Library garden.   

Dulwich has an exceptional level of green space with many parks, sports fields, woods and 

large gardens. The Wildlife sub-committee tries to ensure that these spaces are maintained 

to provide not only enjoyment for people but also to benefit local wildlife. Dramatic insect 

decline is a real threat to wildlife in general and habitat loss is a major worry. It continues to 

affect many species, including birds, hedgehogs and bats. In our efforts to counteract these 

trends, the Wildlife sub-committee works closely with the Society’s Trees and Gardens sub-

committees, as well as Southwark’s Ecology Officer, the Council’s Park Managers and the 

Friends Groups of all the local parks 

A full report and further details of the Society’s activities can be found at 

www.dulwichsociety.com.  The Chair and Sub-Committee reports were presented and 

approved at the Society’s Annual General Meeting on 30th April 2018. 

 

Financial Review 

The Financial Statements for the year ended 31st December 2017, which were approved at 

the Society’s Annual General Meeting on 30th April 2018, follow this report.   

Overall, the Society showed a surplus of £2,489 for the year, compared to the previous 

year’s figure of £8,031, a reduction of circa £5,542. 

The main difference between the two years relates to lower total income in 2017, because 

almost no donations and grants were received in the year- compared with £17,104 in 2016, 

which included a legacy of £10,104.   

Expenditure was lower in 2017 by £4,671, because of one-off costs in 2016 that were not 

repeated in 2017.  Further, in 2017 we made net provisions of £1,489, against £12,500 in 

2016.  

http://www.dulwichsociety.com/
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Donations and grants made in 2017 were £5,334 against £1,000 in 2016. 

 

Reserves Policy 

The accumulated funds at 31 December 2017 totalled some £44,000, broadly represented 

by bank balances and bank deposits.  The annual expenditure of the Society each year 

depends in part on the cost of projects that are undertaken in that year, with an underlying 

surplus in recent years before project expenditure.  Given the wish to fund worthwhile 

projects as they arise and the uncertain nature of the advertising income which partly funds 

the Society’s quarterly journals, it is the Trustees’ policy to hold as reserves at least 12 

months normal expenditure (approximately £16,000) together with a further £10,000 to 

cover unplanned major projects.  In addition, the Trustees are reserving the unspent 

amount from the legacy received in 2016 for future local history projects, which they 

consider reflect the interests of the legatee, amounting to some £8,000.  These amounts 

total some £34,000.   Reserves at 31 December 2017 were therefore in excess of this, and it 

is the intention to continue to seek out worthwhile projects to support that meet the 

Society’s objects.  

 

Society Contact 

Mrs Susan Badman, Secretary, Dulwich Society (see public contact details on the Charity 

Commission entry) 

Declaration 

The Trustees declare that they have approved the Trustees’ Report above. 

Signed on behalf of the Trustees 

Susan Badman, Secretary of the Dulwich Society and Trustee 

31 October 2018 

 

 

 

 
















