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Introduction 

The author grew up almost two hundred miles away supporting a professional football 

team, then a pale shadow of its former self now a Premier League side. Their fans recently 

created a walking tour featuring locations crucial to the early years of the club, using it to 

fund gravestones for important early figures who lie in unmarked graves. That got us 

thinking, could the same be done for Dulwich Hamlet? We know exactly where the club 

was founded, at Dulwich Hamlet School, but little about other significant early locations. It 

turned out a reasonable amount of information was hiding in plain sight. 

Dulwich Hamlet was initially a small old boys’ club attached to a relatively insignificant 

school, albeit one with a fine sporting record. There was no reason to believe the club 

would go on to achieve national acclaim, or to be pretty much the only local club from the 

nineteenth century left standing. The odds against Hamlet succeeding are illustrated by 

the fate of a team founded by Bellenden Road School old boys’ and masters in 1898. They 

secured a private ground in North Dulwich and included Reginald Freeman, son of Thomas, 

among their playing members but seemingly failed after one season. Perhaps fortunately 

for Hamlet given Edgar Kail attended Goodrich Road School. 

Many involved in ensuring Hamlet thrived are unknown to us. For others we have little 

more than a name. A few left a larger historical footprint. What follows is a guide to 

locations important in the early days or associated with people who were important. 1914 

is the cut off point for inclusion, the 21st anniversary of the club – then the age of majority. 

Most of the people and addresses featured are from the very early days: on-field growth 

soon took Hamlet’s player recruitment beyond easy walking distance of the ground. The 

chosen criteria excluded any location not within a reasonable stomp of Dulwich itself. 

This list is in no way definitive. There are men we wanted to cover unfortunately their 

names were often too common for us to be able to definitively identify an appropriate 

location, including some we were confident of locating. For example, William Porter the 

first club captain and Percy Morris from the early defensive “midget line”. Hopefully we 

may be able to add some absentees further down the line. Others such as striker Joe Allen, 

who emigrated and was important in the development of football in Tasmania, lived 

outside the chosen area: Joe had a Camberwell address in 1891. Joe also represented 

Dulwich Hamlet at cricket. 

We would like to record our appreciation for the work the Dulwich Society, particularly 

Sharon O’Connor, put into this booklet. We had signed off an earlier version when we were 

approached by the Society to do a talk on the club’s history to their members. A copy of 

the first version was provided, with a suggestion we base the talk around it. Sharon threw 

herself into working with us on this booklet. What you see now is much improved on what 

was going to appear, largely due to Sharon’s input. 



Lynton Lodge, Alleyn Road and Birchwood, Alleyn Park - Pa 

Born in Manchester in 1865, Lorraine Wilson, known 

to the club as Pa, moved to Dulwich after his father’s 

death in 1876. Fortunately for us, his mother had 

relations living in Dulwich. Lorraine attended Dulwich 

College from 1879 until 1883. After a year spent 

studying in Lausanne, Pa returned to Dulwich and was 

articled to chartered accountants Hart & Tibbits. He 

qualified in 1891 and spent most of his career working 

at Drapers’ Hall. 

Pa was a muscular Christian and served as a Trustee of 

Dulwich College Mission, as well as assisting with the 

provision of sport at Dulwich Hamlet school. He was 

crucial to both the foundation and survival of Dulwich Hamlet Football Club. In his role as 

Treasurer, Pa was believed by contemporaries to have covered expenditure when there 

were shortfalls in the early years. He provided much of the drive enabling a very minor club 

to become nationally known inside two decades. 

The early socially active nature of Dulwich Hamlet Football Club, often fund raising for local 

causes, seemingly owed much to Pa. He strongly believed in helping those who deserved 

assistance. There is no doubt the reversion to being a socially active club in recent years 

would please him. Though some of the twenty-first century causes would perhaps surprise 

him. Pa was also very active within various local footballing bodies and leagues, including 

founding the Dulwich Amateur Football and Southern Suburban Leagues, despite being a 

rugby fan in his younger years. He also founded Dulwich Cricket League. 

Pa sat on Camberwell Council as a Conservative from 1900 until 1906. His political links 

seemingly assisted the club on several occasions. It also provided Wilson with avenues he 

could tap when required. After Pa founded the Dulwich Amateur League in 1899 Dulwich’s 

Conservative M.P. from 1903 until 1906, Frederick Rutherfoord Harris, was persuaded to 

provide an impressive shield for the champions. It should be noted Pa insisted party politics 

were left at the door of the football club, though there were clearly strong links between 

the local Conservative community and the club in the early days. 

After his mother’s death in 1903, Pa and his sister Annette moved to Birchwood, Alleyn 

Park. He retired in 1922 but suffered a fall the following December and began to decline, 

dying in April 1924. His funeral service was held at Dulwich College Chapel, Pa is buried at 

West Norwood Cemetery. 

Pa is, and always will be, the most important man in the club’s history. 



 

Frederick Rutherfoord Harris M.P. 

 

 

May 1st 1856 – September 1st 1920 

Frederick was born in India and educated at Leatherhead Grammar School and Edinburgh 

University. He rose to prominence when appointed Secretary of the British South Africa 

Company by Cecil Rhodes, who he met whilst working in Kimberley as a doctor. After 

returning to the United Kingdom, he won election as Conservative M.P. for Monmouth in 

1900 but was unseated in 1901, due to alleged electoral irregularities. He won the Dulwich 

seat at a 1903 by-election following John Blundell-Maple’s death, defeating Liberal 

candidate Charles Masterman. Rutherfoord Harris stood down in 1906 to return to South 

Africa.  

One of several Tory M.P.’s with links to Pa Wilson, Frederick presented the Dulwich Amateur 

Football League with a magnificent shield for use as a prize. The league was founded by Pa 

Wilson in 1899. Pa served as Secretary before becoming Chairman and then President. The 

two men shared a love of cricket. Frederick was a cousin of legendary cricketer Lord Harris.  

Frederick married Florence Ling in 1900. She committed suicide in December 1920, 

overcome by grief after Frederick’s death. The couple had no children. Their primary 

residence was New Llangybi Castle, near Usk. 

Image: Public domain 



207 Barry Road – Frank Wallers 

Home to Frank Wallers.1 A fine half back at Hamlet’s local 

rivals Townley Park, Frank served as their Honorary 

Secretary and Treasurer. Frank was well known to Lorraine 

Wilson, the two served together on Surrey Football 

Association. It seems likely the successful annual Boxing Day 

charity match between the sides originated with these two. 

Frank was a good tennis, rugby union and cricket player, 

representing Surrey at football and tennis. (Townley Park 

had a tennis wing.) In the 1920s Frank played doubles tennis 

with Charles Dixon, a pre-war Wimbledon runner up in the 

singles and winner in the doubles. Charles also won four 

Olympic tennis medals, including gold in 1912, and the Davis 

Cup. Frank played at Wimbledon; in 1921 he entered the men’s doubles with ex Hamlet 

player Sid Buck. Sid also appears in this booklet. Frank married Sid’s sister, Rose, in 1901. 

In 1907 the couple lived at 33, Calton Road, by 1911 Frank was at The Poplars, 144 Burbage 

Road. 

Frank’s brother, Arthur, was Townley Park’s best cricketer. Widely believed to be a good 

enough all-rounder to play for Surrey, Arthur’s day job as a shipping agent meant he was 

never available for the county. Arthur also served on the committee at Townley Park F.C. 

Both men were present at this address during the 1901 census, living with their parents. 

The road takes its name from Sir Charles Barry, the noted architect. 

16 Bawdale Road – C.T. Hunt 

Home in 1901 to Charles Thompson Hunt. Charles initially taught at Dulwich Hamlet School 

in 1884, on a supply basis. He moved to Warple Way School in Wandsworth in 1885, before 

returning to Dulwich Hamlet as a permanent teacher in 1886. Charles was well known to 

Pa Wilson; Pa approached Charles for permission for his bible class to use the gymnastic 

equipment. The school subsequently became noted for the standard of its gymnastics, 

however London County Council decided to replace Pa and his voluntary assistants with a 

paid drill instructor. Had they not done so, it’s possible Dulwich Hamlet F.C. would not have 

risen to the heights it did. Had Pa remained loyal to gymnastics Hamlet’s driving force, and 

 
1 Frank Wallers image provided by THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. With 

thanks to The British Newspaper Archive www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk    

 



the man who bankrolled the club during its early 

years, may have played a lesser role at best. 

When the meeting which agreed to establish an Old 

Boys’ club was held in February 1893, Charles was 

appointed Secretary. Charles, who became Dulwich 

Hamlet’s Headmaster in 1901, was the football 

club’s first Vice President. He seems to have 

departed the school in or around 1912.  

Reporting on Hamlet’s 21st anniversary dinner, held at the Throne Room at Holborn 

Restaurant, the Daily Chronicle noted Charles, an Assistant Master at the school in 1893, 

jointly conceived the idea for an old boys’ football side with Pa Wilson.  If correct, the 

importance of Charles in the foundation of the club has been forgotten. The same article, 

printed on January 29th 1914, dates the football club’s foundation to October 1893 

however that date is uncertain. It also stated early grounds were noted for “their 

roughness and amount of mud!” Charles missed the birthday event; he was suffering from 

influenza. 

The road name is believed to be based on Boardale in Cumbria, more commonly spelt 

Boredale. 

18, Bawdale Road – Harry Taylor 

This was the residency of Harry Taylor when appointed Honorary Secretary of Dulwich 

Hamlet Cricket Club in 1904. In the early days of the club the Taylor brothers, Harry and 

Ernie, were good servants to both football and cricket sections. The brothers played up 

front and were prolific goal scorers in the early seasons. Harry was also known to play right 

half. As the club moved up through the footballing ranks, the brothers appear to have 

stayed loyal but moved down into lesser sides.  

Harry was the football First XI Vice Captain in 1896/97. He is also known to have been 

involved in the 1899 Easter Tour fixtures. Perhaps his finest moment came when he 

opened the goalscoring in the 1900 London Junior Cup Final at Crystal Palace, the match 

was played at the stadium used for F.A. Cup Finals. Burnett and Bartlett added goals as 

Hamlet defeated Tottenham based Waverley F.C. 3-1, before moving into the Senior ranks. 

Harry subsequently dropped out of contact with the club. Ahead of the 21st Anniversary 

Dinner Hamlet appealed for anyone who knew of his whereabouts to contact them. 

Contact was re-established; Harry was present that night. 

Ernie is the only Hamlet player known to have served in the Boer War, future Hamlet player 

Fred Buck, then with local rivals Townley Park, saw action with Paget’s Horse. Fellow 



Parkite centre half Stanley Hoe2 also served. Noting his arrival alongside General Herbert 

Chermaide at Cape Town, the South London Mail described Ernie as “Dulwich Hamlet’s 

once brilliant outside right.”3 He served with the 2nd Hampshire Regiment and was in South 

Africa when Hamlet won the 1900 London Junior Cup. Ernie was in his fourteenth year of 

service and had previously seen action in Egypt. He played in Hamlet’s 1897 losing team in 

the same competition’s final. Dulwich Hamlet are today known as an activist club, willing 

to become involved in issues beyond football. The Boer War was an early example of this. 

Hamlet actively supported Boer War Relief causes, including using the London Junior Cup 

as a collecting bowl at club functions. The profits from the 1899 Boxing Day match at 

Townley Park were donated to the Transvaal War Fund. £9 15s was donated, despite poor 

weather on the day and people watching for free. The ground was only enclosed by a low 

fence and Townley Park, operating on a year-by-year lease from Dulwich College, were 

unwilling to pay to put in a taller fence. 

Ernie appears to have been musical. He was one of the singers at Dulwich Hamlet’s 

smoking concert held at the Greyhound in December 1896. 

110 Beauval Road - Vivian Rosewarne 

This is where Vivian Rosewarne lodged in 1911. Vivian had a brief spell as a first teamer at 

the end of the first decade of the 1900s, having seemingly signed from Bromley Reserves. 

Vivian was a teacher by profession. After departing Hamlet, Vivian spent time at West 

Norwood either side of World War One and is known to have served during the war. Vivian 

remained close to Hamlet; a surviving match programme lists him as one of the artistes 

performing at a Bohemian concert the club threw in the “pavilion” after a Surrey Cup Semi 

Final versus Metrogas on March 5th 1921. Admission was one shilling, with players from 

both sides as guests of honour. The match was drawn 1-1. Metrogas, based on the Old 

Kent Road and known for having a lively and loyal following, won the replay. Metrogas 

subsequently became joint holders, drawing 0-0 with future F.A. Cup winners Wimbledon 

in the final. 

Vivian’s son, Vivian Junior, went on to posthumous fame after being revealed as author of 

the letter which inspired the 1941 propaganda short film “An Airman’s Letter to His 

Mother.” The letter was published by the Times in June 1940 and subsequently widely read 

in pamphlet form.  

Vivian Junior grew up in Brentwood and was killed on May 31st 1940 whilst providing 

ground cover to retreating British troops at Dunkirk. Co-pilot Rosewarne was on board one 

of five Wellington bombers which took off from RAF Marham to assist the troops by 

 
2 His brother Percy was a leading member of the Parkites football and cricket sections 
3 South London Mail February 3rd 1900 



bombing Diksmuide. His plane was shot down near Veurne, Belgium. Witnesses reported 

it circling twice before attempting to make a forced landing. The witnesses believed the 

crew chose to remain onboard, due to the risk an abandoned plane would crash onto 

housing. All six crew members were killed. The letter was found when the Station 

Commander at RAF Marham cleared Vivian’s personal possessions and, after being 

checked by censors, was forwarded to Vivian’s mother. King George VI was so moved by 

the letter he personally wrote to her.  A portrait of Vivian hangs at RAF Museum, Hendon. 

He was just 23 when he died. 

The road name is derived from the Cherry family of Camberwell. Sir Francis Cherry was the 

first family member to settle there. 

8 Boxall Road – Ernest Minett 

In 1901 this address was home to Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club Secretary and player Ernest 

Oldaker Minett. Born in Gloucestershire in 1881, Ernest lived here with his mother, brother 

and sister. It is known his sister Gertie attended Dulwich Hamlet School. Ernest also 

represented Hamlet at football, though most references find him as reserve for the second 

XI. 

The Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club Committee in 1901 shows how close the two clubs were. 

George Horton was captain, Hamlet football legend Arthur Knight was his deputy, Pa 

Wilson was Honorary Treasurer and occasional umpire. That season the cricket club played 

at Hammond's Farm, Burbage Road. The previous season the venue had been home to the 

newly defunct Thurlow Park Cricket Club. George Wheeler, a familiar face at Dulwich 

Hamlet Football Club who features in this booklet, was one of Thurlow Park’s leading 

members. Thurlow Park also had football and rugby wings. In 1896 when Dulwich Hamlet 

Cricket Club won the South London Cricket Association Junior Cup, the team included such 

familiar footballing names as George Horton, Harry Booker, Charles Dickinson, Jimmy 

Williamson, Joe Allen, Teddie Booker and Arthur Knight. All bar Joe, who lived in 

Camberwell, appear in this booklet. 

Ernest resigned as Secretary in 1902, business took him to Manchester. He subsequently 

returned to London, dying in 1944. C. De'Ath replaced Ernest as Secretary. Two years later 

he was replaced by Harry Taylor, who also appears in this booklet.  

58 Bromar Road – Jimmy Murphy 

Largely forgotten now James Alfred Murphy, known as Jimmy, was an important player for 

Hamlet pre-World War One. He was also a long serving teacher at Dulwich Hamlet school. 

Born locally in Q4 1878, Jimmy was one of nine children living in what is now Sandison 

Street in 1881, Ivanhoe Road in 1891 and at 58 Bromar Road in 1901. 



It seems likely Jimmy previously played football 

alongside Bert Hardy for Borough Road College. 

Established on Borough Road, the institution moved to 

Isleworth in 1890. Focusing on teacher training, the 

College was known for its sporting excellence. Hamlet 

old boy P.M. Marshall was in the same XI. Jimmy 

Haydock was an old boy. Jimmy was selected for 

England in 1895 but withdrew due to illness. Haydock 

retired from football young due to ill health, rejecting a 

transfer to Aston Villa from Blackburn Rovers in 1897 to 

retire. Haydock died of consumption, aged just 28, whilst working as a teacher. 

Jimmy Murphy, a half back, joined Hamlet after impressing for one of two trial XI’s put out 

on September 22nd 1900. He helped Hamlet defeat North Dulwich 4-0. A man named Hardy 

was one of the other triallists. The following week Jimmy played against future F.A. Cup 

winners Wimbledon Old Centrals and quickly established himself as a regular, despite 

occasional absences due to both illness and playing for his college ahead of Hamlet. 

On September 26th 1903 Jimmy was involved in the most tragic incident in the history of 

Dulwich Hamlet. Whilst playing against Townley Park, he attempted to clear the ball and 

accidentally kicked debutant James Kelly. James, another teacher, who lived at Borough. 

What no-one knew was James had undiagnosed medical issues. He left the field feeling ill. 

James returned to play in the second half before taking ill and departing again. Some 

contemporary reports suggest Kelly score the winning goal. After the match James fell ill 

whilst with friends. He returned home and a doctor was called. James died on October 

7th 1903. Hamlet called off all matches the following Saturday, the day of the funeral which 

Jimmy attended. Jimmy gave evidence to the Inquest, the media noted he was clearly very 

upset. Murphy was cleared of any blame by the Inquest. Hamlet returned to action the 

following weekend however Jimmy felt unable to return for another week. If the local 

newspaper reporting was accurate Jimmy was living at 54 Bromar Road in 1903 however 

this may be a typo for 58 Bromar Road, which was his residence during the 1901 census. 

Jimmy served Hamlet well on the field, seemingly departing at the end of 1907/08. Jimmy 

was a member of the squad which toured Netherlands at Easter 1908. During his time with 

the club, he earned London representative honours, opponents occasionally commented 

on his robust style of play. His loyal service saw Jimmy appointed as a Vice President. 

After retiring from playing, Jimmy refereed. In January 1910 he officiated a Mid-Surrey 

League match between Dorking and Leatherhead, sides Hamlet would go on to play many 

times. In 1913 Jimmy scored all three as London Referees defeated Essex Referees 3-2 at 

The Den. Hamlet old boy Roger Thompson was in the same XI. Roger was also appointed 

as a Dulwich Hamlet Vice President. 



In 1924 Jimmy became Club Captain at Dog Kennel Hill Tennis Club. Professionally he rose 

to be Head Teacher at Monson School, New Cross. Away from work, Jimmy married 

Margaret Bowen at Camberwell in 1905. They had three children, their daughter Kathleen 

married Douglas Morris. He played Rugby Union for Northampton. Edgar Kail’s son Colin 

was also a very good Rugby Union player, representing Rosslyn Park. Jimmy and Margaret 

are known to have lived together at Pickwick Road, Ashbourne Grove and Underhill Road. 

It seems likely Jimmy died at Beckenham in 1968. 

If the H.W. Hardy Jimmy played alongside for Borough Road College is Bert Hardy, which 

seems very likely, it seems reasonable to suggest Dulwich Hamlet school’s recruitment 

policy around the turn of the last century favoured good football players. 

College Farm, Burbage Road 

On October 3rd 1896 the South London Mail noted Hamlet had moved to Burbage Road, 

entry was via the Vestry Depot. Admission would be one penny. It seems the ground was 

not in a good state, Dulwich Park continued to host matches during Hamlet’s tenure here. 

Complaints about the state of local football pitches were common during this era. On 

February 1st 1896 the South London Mail commented: - 

“Lorn B… are loud in their complaints of the fearful condition of the Alexander 

Institute ground. Dulwich bears an unenviable name for bad soil even in dry 

weather. But what are clubs to do? Grounds are so scarce in South London that 

the vilest morass is hailed with joy by some clubs.” 

Dulwich is predominantly developed on clay, which still causes issues today. Dulwich 

Society’s Spring 2025 Journal included an article on front garden design, following 

incidents of flooding locally. It’s believed the current trend of replacing front gardens with 

impermeable hard surfaces was a contributing factor towards the flooding. 

In April 1897 the ground hosted a play-off between Hamlet and Crown Court, winners of 

their respective divisions in the Camberwell & Brixton League, as a fund raiser for the 

league. A record gate was expected. The club also played the 1897 Norwood Charity Cup 

Semi Final here, as the away side. Dulwich St Peter’s hired the ground for the day. Hamlet 

lost 3-0. 

When Lorraine Wilson died, Arthur Knight wrote a tribute which included the following: -  

 

 

 



 

W.J. Haydon 

 

 

A goalkeeper, usually with the lesser teams, Haydon sat as a player’s representatives on 

the Club Committee in 1914/15 alongside Claude Larwence and W.J. Smart. 

In the early days of World War One Hamlet often struggled to field a fully XI. In November 

1914 both Hamlet and Leytonstone were short at kick off, despite Hamlet loaning the 

visitors two players including future war casualty Frank Hagger. Doddy Wight came out of 

retirement to play in the match, such was Hamlet’s need for players.  

 Hamlet persuaded one of the Linesman to play for them instead of officiating, giving them 

ten players. Haydon arrived in the Second Half and went in goal, to complete the XI.  His 

arrival saw future full England international goalkeeper Bert Coleman move to Outside 

Right, were he promptly set up the second goal for Mallett. Hamlet went on to win 3-2. The 

winner was scored by Clarkson, whether this was future war casualty Willie or his brother 

Alistair, is unknown. 

The surname Haydon is familiar in the history of Camberwell. We suspect this may be 

William Haydon, who in 1921 was living at 8 Copeland Avenue and employed as a painter. 

Image from the Dulwich Hamlet collection 



“Pa obtained a ground behind Dulwich Village Reading Room and a successful 

season followed. Next season saw a better ground secured and Pa was as 

enthusiastic as the rest and often gave a hand to carry posts and flags through 

the village to the playing pitch. Two seasons were spent on Woodwarde Road 

and then the Sunray Avenue ground was invaded. Meanwhile the success of the 

club was being built up and quite a few people enjoyed watching the games. As 

the grounds were improved on so the expenses grew and at last a “gate” was 

taken and the first venture brought the huge sum of 12s 3d.”4 

Contemporary newspaper reports suggest Arthur mis-remembered which grounds were 

played on when. 

College Farm Dairy was established at the farm in 1856. Perhaps unsurprisingly the ground 

is believed to have been very basic. Curiously the road is widely reported to have been 

named after legendary Shakespearean actor Richard Burbage. Burbage is widely credited 

with creating the role of Hamlet, being the first man to play the role. He reprised it regularly 

until his death in 1616. Some scholars argue the play was written about him, making 

Burbage Road a very appropriate location for a team called Hamlet… 

13 Calton Road (now Calton Avenue) – C.H. Dickinson 

Home to Charles Henry Dickinson, Honorary Secretary for Dulwich Hamlet in 1893/94. He 

stood down in the summer of 1894. Later that year, Jimmy Williamson resigned as 

Honorary Secretary of Hamlet’s Second XI to focus on playing for the First XI as goalkeeper. 

He was replaced by Charles. Charles all but vanished from the club’s history; though we 

knew he was elected Vice President of the Lambeth League for 1896/97 and was important 

in Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club. Charles was well regarded by his contemporaries, in 1898 

Dulwich Hamlet Football and Cricket Clubs made a presentation to him in recognition of 

his two years as captain and three years as Secretary of Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club, on 

top of his previous work for the football club. 

His name was sometimes recorded in Hamlet history, and contemporary media, as 

Dickeson but research proves it was Dickinson. He was born in Sheffield in 1872 but was 

living at St Saviour, Southwark come the 1881 Census. Two years later he was attending 

Heber School and living at 2 Dulwich Cottages, Elm Road. In 1890 Charles is living in a 

Dulwich Estate property, 2 Calton Road. The following year the family are at 11 Calton 

Road. From 1892 until 1898 his father, Charles William Dickinson lived at 13 Calton Road. 

It is reasonable to presume Charles Henry did too as he was still living with his parents at 

30 Colwell Road in 1901. Father and son were both employed as painters. Charles Senior 

 
4 South London Observer April 4th 1925 



had been employed at Crystal Palace for twenty years. The location was a big employer 

locally. 

Charles Henry married Clara Hoskin Heast, a servant, at St Barnabas on April 11th 1903. 

They don’t appear to have had children. Come 1911 Charles and Clara lived at 183 Landells 

Road. Charles died on May 15th 1911 at St Bartholomew’s Hospital, due to injuries 

sustained falling whilst cleaning a window at the brewery where he worked as a labourer. 

He was 39. The location of his death suggests the accident possibly occurred at Whitbread 

Brewery, Chiswell Street. Clara appears in the 1939 Register, living in Wembley.  

A Mr. Dickinson was active in Dulwich Conservative circles around the turn of the 

Nineteenth Century. It’s not clear exactly who this was, if he was a member of this family 

it provides a link between them and Pa Wilson away from football. 

Camber Athletic Ground 

This ground, controlled by Camber Athletic Club and located behind St Austin’s Dulwich 

Village, had a reputation as one of the better pitches locally. The house survives today as 

part of James Allen’s Girl’s School. Alleyn F.C. played here until evicted to protect the 

cricket pitch, although in 1903 they were allowed to return.  

Hamlet played here at least once, in March 1901 they played Townley Park in a fundraising 

match for the Girls’ Home, 9 Albert Road, Peckham. The institution was aimed at 

supporting servants during their time off. £36 17s 6d was handed over after expenses, in 

2025 figures that is about £5,500. The breakdown of ticket sales was £22 18s at the Town 

Hall, £10 7s 6d at Dulwich Hamlet and £6 16s 3d on the gate. Curiously Townley Park were 

not recorded as selling any tickets. Admission was sixpence, threepence for youngsters. 

Ahead of the match the local media noted the entrance to the ground was marked by a 

board reading “Camber Athletic Ground”.  

Many ticket holders did not attend on the day, the match took place in bad weather, 

however nearly 1,000 spectators were present. The Mayor of Camberwell, Matthew 

Wallace J.P., a good friend to Dulwich Hamlet, kicked off. His wife was the Girls’ Home 

Honorary Treasurer. Hamlet won 4-0 thus justifying the mayor’s public prediction “Dulwich 

Hamlet will knock to pieces the Townley Park”.5 The organisers publicly thanked Camber 

Cricket Club for risking damage to their pitch by the footballers, noting takings cleared the 

near £20 loss the Girl’s Home endured the previous year. 

 

 
5 South London Observer March 9th 1901 



Dulwich Wood F.C. 

 

The only known image of Dulwich Wood F.C. dated 1907/08 – Author's image 

Dulwich Wood, known as The Splints, are now forgotten. Whilst they probably didn’t have 

it in them to overtake Hamlet, they were very successful until World War One. 

Dulwich Wood were founded for 1907/08, playing friendlies in the first season. The 

opposition were bank teams and other high-end names, suggesting The Splints were not a 

working class set up. Relations with Hamlet were initially cordial. The Splints played at one 

of the Champion Hill grounds and twice played Dulwich St Barnabas. These were the only 

times the clubs met as in 1908/09 Dulwich Wood joined the Amateur Football Association, 

meaning Hamlet and Dulwich St Barnabas were banned from playing the Splints. 

1908/09 saw the Splints win the North Surrey League Division One and Challenge Cup. The 

cup was formally named after its donor, F.E.C. Brenchley6 a Liberal Councillor on 

Camberwell Council. Prior to the Council’s foundation Brenchley served on the Vestry with 

a man believed to be Stan Hann’s father. Frederick Elisha Crofton Brenchley was a member 

of Peckham Lodge of Freemasons and ran a tobacconist shop in Peckham. 

Len Rawling and a forward named Buck played for Dulwich Wood, though the latter left 

after one season. We haven’t been able to identify a first name however the fact he played 

 
6 The trophy may have changed use. In 1912/13 it was presented to Lorn for winning Division One 



up front suggests it is one of the ex-Hamlet Buck brothers. What we know of their ages and 

subsequent activities suggests this may have been youngest son Septimus Buck, known as 

Seppy. When the Challenge Cup was presented at a club dinner, captain E.W. Cove paid for 

ten bottles of champagne, again suggesting the club may have had an affluent base. 

1909/10 saw the Splints retain most of their team, they were now based at Green Lane and 

had nearly 200 members, including over 20 women. Some sources hint the women were 

playing members, no women’s fixtures have been found to date. Women’s football was 

rare at the time, making this suggestion doubtful. The Splints retained the league title and 

won the Surrey Amateur Football Association Junior Cup Final. 

Ahead of 1910/11 Hamlet old boy Len Rawling was appointed Vice Captain. He also sat on 

the club Committee and Finance Committee. The club were now a Senior club and applied 

to the Southern Amateur League for membership but ended up in the Surrey Amateur 

League. The club changed kit to white shirts, dark blue knickers. E.W. Cove, scorer of 58 

goals the previous season, departed. Dulwich Wood won the league and defeated Rouen 

3-2 in France over Easter. Splints player F. Melliar-Smith won an Amateur Football 

Association international cap that season, playing against Bohemia. The 1911 North Surrey 

League was won by Dulwich Grove, ensuring the title still hadn’t been won by a team from 

outside Dulwich. 

1911/12 saw Len Rawling elected captain. The Splints remained in the Surrey Amateur 

League but arranged a fixture list including friendlies in France during the season. They 

again won the league, finishing ahead of Ipswich Town. Ipswich were a Premier League side 

in 2024/25. Dulwich Wood played at Portman Road twice that season, just 600 spectators 

watched the second game. 

1912/13 saw the Splints lose Melliar-Smith, he moved to Australia. (An F. Melliar-Smith 

played for Australia in 1924.) Len Rawling captained a First XI which entered cups and 

played friendlies, they did not enter a league.  

Ahead of 1913/14 the Amateur Football Association returned to Football Association 

control. The Splints joined the Southern Olympian League under Len Rawling’s captaincy. 

This proved to be their worst season. They had a disastrous start to the league campaign, 

before losing just one league match in 1914 to finish mid-table.  

On September 14th 1914 Hon. Sec. Teddy Clarke, a first team player from day one, 

announced a Special Meeting had unanimously decided to cease activities. Most of the First 

XI, and all bar one of the Reserve XI enlisted ahead of the meeting, gaining the club national 

publicity. They were due to play on one of the Champion Hill pitches for 1914/15.  

Dulwich Wood are not known to have reformed after World War One. They deserve to be 

better remembered. 



The last currently known reference to public football being played at Camber Athletic 

Ground saw North Dulwich playing Dulwich Wood in February 1910. This was in the 

Amateur Football Association backed North Surrey League Division One. Ex Hamlet man 

Len Rawling, who appears on the Hamlet’s World War One memorial, played for Dulwich 

Wood that day. Len also represented Hamlet at cricket. 

Champion Hill 

Hamlet moved into a ground based on what is now 

Greendale pitch in 1912. It seems likely they replaced 

Lorn, as they did when they moved next door to 

Freeman’s in 1902. Hamlet remained until the opening of 

the iconic Champion Hill stadium in 1931. Hamlet ran up 

a debt of over £500 on ground improvements when they 

moved in at Champion Hill, including building a 

grandstand. 

Hamlet’s first game here was a 0-0 draw with Clapton in 

the Isthmian League watched by around 3,000 in 

September 1912. On September 23rd Chelsea visited in 

the London Challenge Cup. Chelsea sent a very strong 

side, including Nunhead old boy Hugh Dolby (pictured), 

and won 3-0 watched by 6,000. Born in India into a 

military family Hugh made two Football League 

appearances for Chelsea, followed by four with Brentford. He served with the Royal 

Engineers during World War One.  

Nunhead’s first visit, in November 1912, drew around 4,500 spectators. Hamlet won 2-1. 

In January 1913 around 5,000 saw Hamlet lose 4-2 to Metrogas in the Surrey Senior Cup. 

Metrogas were a rising force in local football until 1922, when they were found guilty by 

the Football Association of paying amateur players. Many players and club officials were 

banned. The club re-named itself Livesey United, after the co-founder7 of the gas company 

they represented, and dropped from the Athenian League to the London League. They 

reverted to the name Metrogas after just one season, but never fully recovered from the 

events of the summer of 1922. At the time of writing, Metrogas play in the Premier Division 

of the Kent County Football League and are based in New Eltham. 

 
7 George Livesey made a substantial investment in social and recreational facilities in 1889 after his 

employees “left work”, strikes were then illegal, in protest about the details of a planned profit 
share scheme. The football club was a beneficiary of this effort. Livesey also established an 
Institute and theatre and provided work, housing and burial for employee’s children 



 

The best currently known images of the old Champion Hill, the image above was taken at 

Northern Counties v Southern Counties, an Amateur international trial match, in 1926  

(c) Illustrated London News/Mary Evans Picture Library, 

 

Bert Coleman clears during Hamlet’s 1-0 F.A. Cup win over Nunhead on September 19th 

1920, according to the image details. The sides didn’t meet that day, Hamlet did defeat 

Nunhead 5-0 in the F.A. Cup on November 20th. 5-0 was crossed out on the image 
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Over the summer of 1913 Hamlet took on an adjoining five acres, to avoid possible housing 

development due to the death of their landlord. This land hosted the Reserves and hockey. 

The club also redecorated the stand in the main ground, built 100 yards of three tier 

wooden terracing and constructed a road to the stadium from the East Dulwich entrance. 

This was named Longdon Road in honour of the builder. Cover for an extra thousand fans 

was provided in 1921, wiping out the club’s balance at the bank. 

Whilst we don’t know exactly which ground was used, the first known Hamlet appearance 

at Champion Hill was against Old Fairfieldians on December 7th 1895. The visiting Hamlet 

side won 7-1. Old Fairfieldians were the old boys of Fairfield Grammar School in Bristol 

whose most famous old boy is Archie Leach / Cary Grant. Archie was expelled; it is 

rumoured for sneaking into the girls’ lavatories aged 14. The school closed in 2000. 

College Road- Canon George Daniell 

Home of Canon George Daniell. George was a friend of Pa Wilson; they sat together on the 

College Chapel Committee. Both men appear to have been Muscular Christians. Born into 

an affluent family with a background of serving the church, George attended 

Hurstpierpoint College and Balliol College, Oxford University.  He was related to Rev. 

William Rogers, a Governor of Dulwich College. 

When the meeting which agreed to establish Dulwich Hamlet Old Boys’ Club was held in 

1893, George was appointed Patron alongside Pa Wilson and George Whiteley. Dulwich 

Hamlet Headmaster William Brenchley was asked to be the initial football club President 

but declined. The then Rev. Daniell, aged around 40, took up the role, with teacher Charles 

Thompson Hunt as Vice President.  

Daniell remained in situ until 1915, though the 1911 Census finds him living in Reigate. He 

ended his days serving St Matthew’s in Redhill, retiring in 1927. George spent time as 

Chancellor at Southwark Cathedral, from 1906 until 1916, and Archdeacon of Kingston-on-

Thames and Reigate, from 1904 until 1916, explaining the change of address. He also 

served as Chaplain at King’s College, London. 

George’s son 2nd Lieutenant Frederick Daniell committed suicide aged 21, shooting himself 

in 1907 at Chatham whilst serving with the Royal Engineers. Frederick had taken part in an 

amateur theatrical performance at the Royal Engineers’ Theatre on the evening of his 

suicide. His father described Frederick as childish to the inquest and it was clear his 

Commanding Officer didn’t think highly of Frederick. Colonel Rainsford-Hannay had 

warned Daniell his commission may not be confirmed in three months; on the grounds he 

was too irresponsible. Rainsford-Hannay’s son Ramsay died serving as a Major in 1917. 

Daniell’s grandfather Professor John Frederic Daniell was a noted chemist and the first 

Professor of Chemistry at King’s College London. John has a moon crater named after him. 



 

Canon George William Daniell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15th March 1853 – 11th March 1931 

 “taught me the mainspring of right action” 

Lorraine ‘Pa’ Wilson 
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1 College Road – Edward Guy Bartlett 

The family home of Edward Guy Bartlett. Edward saw his career ended by injury. On 

January 12th 1901 the South London Mail reported Bartlett received a knee injury versus 

Borough Polytechnic "the season before last and did not play again until a fortnight ago. 

He played for Hamlet Reserves in their last two matches, but, as already remarked, will 

not continue playing." This was a loss to the club, the newspaper stated he had been one 

of their leading players prior to the knee injury. In 1900 Bartlett was appointed Honorary 

Secretary of Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club.  

The address, roughly where Pedder Estate Agency is today, was a stationers’ shop run by 

his father Arthur Housden Bartlett. Arthur and Fanny had nine sons, Edward Guy was 

born in 1881 and was employed by his father as a travelling representative. Edward Guy 

is present at the address in 1891 and 1901 but subsequently moved to Penge with his 

wife. He married Betty Spooner in 1907. Bartlett remained employed in the publishing 

trade. Edward Guy was one of eight brothers who saw action during World War One. He 

was commended for Conspicuous Gallantry his Divisional Commander after pushing 

forward with a Lewis gun whilst under heavy fire. He, and the rest of the team, were 

injured but remained in situ until relieved. Arthur Housden Bartlett was a prominent 

figure locally, acting as the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages in Dulwich. He was 

also a leading member of the Conservative Association, meaning the family were almost 

certainly known to Pa Wilson. 

The family shop can be seen in the image below, which dates to 1905. 
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Note this is a different man to Wozzle Burnett, 

formally Guy Burnett. The similarity in names may 

explain why Guy was often referred to as Wozzle.  

Wozzle was a leading striker for the football club in 

its early days before moving to West Norwood, 

then a bigger club. He briefly returned to Hamlet in 

1904/05. Wozzle was among the singers at the first 

Annual Dinner, held at the Greyhound in 1896. He 

appears not to have been totally reliable, there are 

several media reports of him not turning up to 

matches. His career with the club seems to have 

ended after he informed Hamlet he was unable to 

play in a match in October 1904 due to a “severe 

bilions attack” just hours before kickoff. The 

picture shows Guy Burnett in 1900/1901. 

Constitutional Working Men’s Club Hall 

Dulwich Constitutional Working Men’s Club moved to Clumber House, East Dulwich Grove, 

on 31st October 1888. The club was initially established in 1886, on Lordship Lane, as 

Dulwich Conservative Working Men’s Club. Clumber House was seemingly bought by John 

Blundell Maple M.P, a man known to Pa Wilson. 

The hall was the location for some of the early social events held by Dulwich Hamlet. The 

first known event here was a concert held in December 1898; the club was referred to as 

Dulwich Hamlet Athletic Clubs. George Wheeler was Musical Director for the evening. In 

1900 an event held here was billed as Dulwich Hamlet Cricket and Football Clubs. 

Goalkeeper George Lynn was widely praised for his violin recitals. This event was repeated 

in 1901, when three booked performers failed to show up. The club subsequently appears 

to have held functions at the larger Imperial Hall, which opened in 1902. The Constitutional 

Club advertised itself as suitable for those of a “Conservative and Liberal Unionist political 

persuasion”,8 attracting 600 members inside its opening month. In 1891 membership cost 

5s per annum. The main hall could seat 500. 

The Lorraine Wilson Memorial Fund, which provides scholarships at Dulwich College to this 

day, was launched with a smoking concert here in October 1924.9 London Football 

Association were represented that day by ex-Hamlet player Leslie Bowker. Leslie was  

 
8 South London Observer and Camberwell and Peckham Times March 7th 1891 
9 The scholarship was re-introduced in 1949 after a few years in abeyance 



Sir John Blundell Maple Bt. M.P. 

 

 
Sir John (1845 – 1903) was a business magnate who owned Maple & Co, which he helped 

build up from the small Tottenham Court Road furniture shop established by his father. 

John became Dulwich’s M.P. in 1887, was knighted in 1892 and created a Baronet in 1897. 

He died serving as Dulwich’s M.P., leaving a fortune then worth over two million pounds in 

1903. 

Sir John was known to Pa Wilson, in March 1893 Pa was present at a Dulwich Conservative 

& Unionist Party banquet in Sir John’s honour at Holborn Restaurant. Little did anyone 

know that just under 21 years later, Pa would return to the same venue to celebrate the 

21st birthday of a prominent football club he helped to found. 

Image: Public Domain 



subsequently knighted, after arranging Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation. The then Chairman 

of the Constitutional Club was ex Hamlet player, and future Dulwich Hamlet Chairman, Len 

Bawcutt. Len was Chairman when the classic Champion Hill stadium was opened in 1931. 

He also represented Dulwich Hamlet at cricket. The Constitutional Club closed in 2019. 

Court Lane 

Another local ground visited by Hamlet; Court Lane was used by Dulwich St Peter’s at the 

end of the nineteenth century. A large crowd saw Hamlet win 5-1 here in the Southern 

Suburban League in October 1897, the Reserves defeated Dulwich St Peter’s Reserves 3-0 

at Sunray Avenue in a Camberwell & Brixton League fixture on the same day. Dulwich St 

Peter’s were at one point the fastest rising local Junior club, alongside Hamlet. One 

newspaper article suggested merging the clubs to create one good club in Dulwich which 

was then viewed as a footballing backwater. 

Future F.A. Cup winners Wimbledon played at Court Lane, with the then Wimbledon Old 

Centrals winning 4-1 in a London Junior Cup replay in 1897. The best player for Dulwich St 

Peter’s was P.G. Morris, future Hamlet man Percy Morris, according to the South London 

media. Percy joined Hamlet in 1899. The Wimbledon media noted St Peter’s best player 

was sent off. The decision provoked the crowd into confronting the referee at the final 

whistle. Well over thirty travelling supporters backed the Old ‘Uns, in a crowd of 200. The 

local newspaper noted there were women amongst the visiting support. The teams 

changed in the Greyhound pub. 

Court Lane was big enough to host two pitches. On February 14th 1903 the South London 

Mail noted East Dulwich and Hatcham Athletic played on a newly laid out second pitch in 

a match that was both a Crossley Charity Cup tie, profits went to the Hospital Saturday 

Fund, and a Southern Suburban League match. The league match was drawn 1-1, East 

Dulwich won 2-1 after extra time in the cup. The gate came to just 5s 3d. It’s not clear why 

the match was played here, East Dulwich’s regular ground was at Potash Farm, Dulwich 

Common. Hatcham Athletic lodged a protest about the condition of the Court Lane pitch 

prior to kick off, this was subsequently rejected as “It appears that Dulwich Hamlet played 

on that identical pitch one season, and North Dulwich a season later.”10 Dulwich Hamlet 

are not known to have used Court Lane for home matches. 

Dulwich St Peter’s moved to Burbage Road in 1904, citing the poor condition of Court Lane 

in wet weather. The ground survived for a while, hosting lesser sides, such as Dulwich 

Invicta in 1920/21. The ground probably disappeared around 1922. The road was opened 

to development by the installation of sewers, which started in 1899. 

 
10 South London Mail February 28th 1903 



 

Court Lane circa 1908 

 

Dulwich Common 
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When key rivals of Dulwich Hamlet, Dulwich St Peter’s Secretary was Wally Loveridge. He 

was clearly close to Pa Wilson as Wally later became Secretary of the Pa Wilson founded 

Camberwell & Brixton League, stepping down from the club for that reason in 1897. Wally 

represented Dulwich Hamlet at cricket that season. Dulwich St Peter’s struggled without 

him; Wally subsequently returned as their Honorary Secretary. Curiously a 1901 

newspaper article suggests Dulwich St Peter’s were nicknamed the Cuppers.  

In March 1905 London F.A. refused Dulwich St Peter’s permission to drop their suffix. The 

same meeting saw future F.A. Cup winners Wimbledon Old Centrals granted permission to 

rename as Wimbledon F.C. 

1 Court Lane – Henry Crofts 

In 1894/95 there is a known reference to Mr. H.A. Crofts 

of 1, Court Lane being Hamlet’s Secretary, with Teddie 

Booker Secretary for the Reserves.11 Henry Crofts 

vanished from the club’s history but has now 

reappeared. At the time 1, Court Lane was half of what 

is now known as Ash Cottage. The two properties were 

combined in the 1990s. 

Born in 

Walworth 

in 1848 to 

John and 

Charlotte 

Green, Henry seems to have had a 

challenging start in life. In 1849 Charlotte and 

another son William were in a Lambeth 

workhouse, having been found “destitute” 

and of “unsound mind”. William died that 

year; Charlotte’s husband John died in 1850. 

Charlotte married William Crofts, a gardener 

and later a florist. Henry took his surname. 

Henry married Elizabeth Leonard at 

Walworth in 1874, he was a telegraphist. In 

1881 the couple lived at 1a Elm Cottages 

 
11 South London Mail September 22nd 1894 



 
Presented to ex DHFC Hon. Secretary Henry Crofts when he retired as Pastor at Lordship 

Lane Baptist Chapel. Image by kind permission of Helen Richardson. 



with three children. By 1891 they were resident at 1 Court Lane and had five children. The 

family remain in residence in 1901, Henry was recorded as working for the General Post 

Office as a Telegraphist. Come 1911 the couple are residing in Worthing with their 

daughter Elsie. Elizabeth died in 1915. In 1921 Henry12 was in Bournemouth. A man of the 

right name and age died at Lambeth in 1935. 

Henry was a prominent member of Lordship Lane Baptist Chapel, serving as Deacon for 

eleven years. In 1894 the congregation marked his retirement from office by presenting 

him with an illuminated scroll, seven volumes of the Treasury of David and a book written 

by renowned Baptist preacher Charles Sturgeon of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Elephant 

& Castle.  

When Dulwich Hamlet Old Boys’ Club was established in 1893, Henry was the Dulwich 

Village representative. 

Crown & Greyhound 

The Crown, The Greyhound and the merged Crown & Greyhound public houses all feature 

in the early history of Dulwich Hamlet. 

The Greyhound 

Dulwich Hamlet held events at the Greyhound prior to it being demolished, including the 

first two Dulwich Hamlet Football and Cricket Club Annual Dinners. The first was held in 

February 1896, when Matthew Wallace J.P. chaired a successful event. This was followed 

by a Christmas smoker in 1896, chaired by Baron von Reiffenstein. Closely associated with 

West Norwood F.C. and a friend of Pa Wilson, the Baron subsequently mis-managed 

Southern United, a short- lived Nunhead based professional team, so badly he voluntarily 

severed all connections with the sport to avoid a likely sine die ban.  

Jimmy Williamson and W. Dudman, the Steward, were responsible for the musical 

performances. Performers included club captain George Horton and W.G. Hann, father of 

Stan Hann a leading early player. Stan sat on the club committee alongside Horton. George 

retired from football early due to ill health, though he continued to represent Dulwich 

Hamlet Cricket Club. Stan was one of the first three people awarded Honorary Life 

Membership of Dulwich Hamlet Football Club. When Hamlet player James Kelly died from 

injuries sustained playing for the club in 1903, the two Hanns, George Wheeler and Jimmy 

Murphy, the player who accidentally kicked James, represented the club at his funeral. Pa 

was unable to attend, due to the death of his mother.  

 
12 Henry and Elizabeth Crofts images by kind permission of Helen Richardson 



The second Annual Dinner was held at the Greyhound, in April 1897. The Greyhound was 

widely used by sports clubs. During its last few weeks, the venue specifically advertised 

urging clubs and associations who wished to hold one last function to book prior to its 

demolition. The venue shut in 1898, after the opening of the Crown & Greyhound.  

One reason the Greyhound was such an attractive target for development was the 

presence of a large sports field. Widely used by football, rugby and cricket clubs, few who 

today live on the site know full England internationals once played football and rugby 

where their back gardens stand. The Greyhound was also probably the location of some of  

 

The Greyhound circa 189013 

the most important discussions in the history of English sport. Lennox Rugby Football Club 

– a founder member of the Rugby Football Union – were in situ. During the run up to a 

crucial vote on permitting payment to players for loss of wages due to playing rugby, held 

in September 1893, H.E. Steed the Honorary Secretary of Lennox secured 120 proxy votes 

against permitting payment. His unwitting legacy is the existence of Rugby League. Steed 

was an affluent West Country man who moved to London. It seems likely Steed, Lennox 

and Dulwich Park Rugby Football Club were in Pa Wilson’s mind when he told a journalist 

he established a football club as local rugby clubs weren’t too enthusiastic about playing a 

 
13 From the Dulwich Society collection 

 



Dulwich Hamlet Old Boys rugby side.14 If so, Dulwich Hamlet Football Club are also part of 

Steed’s unwitting legacy.  

It is likely Pa, a rugby man in his youth, watched rugby at the Greyhound. He may have 

been one of the eight hundred strong crowd who saw Lennox defeat Kingston 16-5 in the 

Surrey Cup Semi Final there in March 1893. Lennox subsequently defeated Clapham Park 

31-0 in the final. Pa may even have seen the team now known as Huddersfield Giants Rugby 

League Football Club when they played at the Greyhound. A noted Huddersfield player 

signed for Lennox after moving to London, leading to a close relationship between the 

sides until Huddersfield switched to the newly founded Northern Rugby Union - now the 

Rugby Football League. 

The ground also witnessed F.A. Cup 3rd Round matches in the 1887/88 competition, 

Dulwich F.C. lost 3-1 to Swifts. The Slough based outfit, three-time F.A. Cup Semi Finalists, 

effectively folded after the 1890/91 season largely due to the Bambridge brothers retiring. 

All three represented England. Swifts continued to play very occasional matches versus old 

boys’ sides until 1895. Old Brightonians also used the Greyhound Enclosure for their match 

in the same round, they lost 5-0 to Old Carthusians. Swifts used the Dolphin ground, 

subsequently used by Slough Town. People associated with Swifts founded Uxbridge in 

1871, that club still exists. Andrew Watson, widely regarded as the first black full 

international footballer with Scottish caps, represented Swifts but had departed by 1887. 

Charlie ‘Bam’ Bambridge, who won eighteen England caps, spent time living not far from 

Hamlet, at West Norwood. Two of his three sons were born there, all three died during 

World War One though only two are recognised as war casualties. Charlie was also a long-

serving Honorary Secretary at Corinthians, who he also represented. In 1890 Charlie 

attempted to establish a football league down south, to rival the midlands and northern 

based Football League. The idea was squashed by the old boys’ teams. He died in 1935. 

The Crown 

Hamlet’s 1898 Annual Dinner was held at the Crown.  This may have been a somber 

occasion, days before Hamlet lost the London Junior Cup Final to Commercial Athletic.  This 

was a cup the club’s main target in the early days. Baron von Reiffenstein was one of the 

linesmen for the initial match, which was drawn. After the match Hamlet lost, the Southern 

Suburban League held a smoker which saw Hamlet presented with medals for winning 

Division Two of the league. Deptford Town won Division One, Auckland won Division 

Three. Pa Wilson received a presentation in recognition of his work as League Secretary. 

 
14 A not atypical line of thinking. “The troubles of the union commenced with the advent of the 

working man” Arthur Budd, Rugby Football Union President 1888-1889 



Despite the name, this was the Crown & Greyhound. The old Crown, which Dulwich don’t 

seem to have formally used, had been demolished and rebuilt. It re-opened calling itself 

the Crown in advertisements, changing to the Crown & Greyhound after the Greyhound 

closed. Dulwich did informally use the old Crown, when playing at Woodwarde Road the 

goalposts were reputedly walked through its garden on the way from storage at the 

Reading Room to the ground. 

The Crown & Greyhound 

Hamlet don’t seem to have had much connection with the pub pre-World War One, though 

this was where the club celebrated what proved to be their last Amateur Cup victory. A 17-

year-old fan called Bill Kirby drank from the cup that evening. Bill, who saw Edgar Kail play, 

lived to celebrate his 100th birthday. 

 

The Crown circa 189015 

Hamlet held their third annual dinner here shortly after the pub opened in 1898, Matthew 

Wallace J.P. presided. Reading between the lines of what was reported, Wallace was 

attempting to stop the Greyhound’s cricket ground from being built upon, with a view to 

Hamlet moving in. If so, he failed. Whether this was intended to be home to the football 

side and cricket side, or just the latter, is not clear. 

 
15 From the Dulwich Society collection 

 



The pub was certainly used by Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club. Bert Hardy arranged a concert 

there in December 1902, to raise funds. 

151 Croxted Road – the Lloyd brothers 

Sometime between the 1881 census and the 1891 

Censuses William Tenison Lloyd, a successful lawyer, 

moved his family from Kensington to 151 Croxted 

Road. This proved fortunate for Dulwich Hamlet. 

William Snr’s five children included William Tenison 

Lloyd Junior baptised September 16th 1871, and 

Hugh Corrie Lloyd, born February 13th 1875. The 

former attended Westminster School, the latter 

Dulwich College. In the words of Dulwich Hamlet’s 

75th anniversary book, the brothers “taught us how 

to play.” It is believed Dulwich Hamlet adopted the 

pink of Westminster School and blue from the 

College as our kit in their honour. Come the 1901 Census the family are living in 

Beckenham. The Lloyd’s stay locally was relatively short but left a permanent legacy in 

Hamlet’s kit.  

William had a currently unknown connection with Dulwich Hamlet School, he is listed as a 

founder member and inaugural Committee member. At the time membership was limited 

to those connected with the school. 

William Junior worked as a silk merchant and died on November 27th 1927, his father died 

a week later. At the time of his death, William Senior was resident at Holloway Sanatorium. 

Hugh, who was two years below Sir Ernest Shackleton at Dulwich College, worked in 

accountancy. He married Mary Lilian, daughter of Rev. Canon Henry Francklyn Woolley of 

St. Mary’s Shortland in 1910. Hugh died on November 12th 1955, leaving £89,000 to his 

widow. 

The photograph shows Hugh in 1900/01. He served as captain in 1895/96 and Vice-Captain 

two years later. Hugh was subsequently appointed a club Vice President. 

157 Croxted Road – Jack Butler 

Truth be told John Harold Chance Butler, known to Dulwich Hamlet as Jack, is probably not 

worthy of entry here solely based on his attainments with the club. However, when we 

previously undertook work on Hamlet’s World War One casualties we had no image of 

Jack.  One has subsequently emerged; this booklet is our first opportunity to pay pictorial 

tribute to him. 



Despite not being able to track Jack representing the 

club at football, an obituary described him as “a 

prominent member of Dulwich Hamlet Football 

Club.”16 It seems likely he was a leading member of 

one of the lesser teams. 

Born in Lambeth in 1891, ten years later Jack was 

living with his parents, siblings and a servant at 

Flodden Road. Come 1911 Jack is living at 157 Croxted 

Road with parents, Richard and Mary, brother Henry, 

sister Mary Elizabeth and a servant. Richard had risen 

through the ranks to edit The Referee newspaper. Jack 

was working as a mechanical engineer. 

Jack enlisted in September 1914 and subsequently recovered from wounds sustained at 

Longueval. He died on August 6th 1918 at 53rd General Hospital, Boulogne, following 

complications following an operation due to appendicitis. Jack had risen to the rank of 

Sergeant in the Royal Garrison Artillery. 

Jack returned to England on leave in 1917 to marry Adelaide Sutton, their residence was 

112 Palace Road, Tulse Hill. Adelaide received a payment of £21 19s 3d on December 14th 

1918 and £20 10s on December 6th 1919. 

In July 1913 a J. Butler opened the batting for Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club in their home 

victory over Streatham Albion. Fellow World War One casualties the Astill brothers also 

featured that day. All three are remembered on Hamlet’s war memorial. The Astill’s are 

only known to us as cricketers, we haven’t traced them representing the club at football. 

4 Rectory Villas, Crystal Palace Road – W.J. Maynard 

Not directly related to Hamlet, this address is worthy of inclusion as home to the first local 

full England football international. William John Maynard, known as John, was born on 

Albany Road but by 1871 he was living on Crystal Palace Road. The address is today known 

as 64 Crystal Palace Road. 

John was the youngest player in the first officially recognised England XI. Selected as a 

Reserve, John benefited from others dropping out. Incredibly to modern eyes, he started 

the first ever international football match up front but spent the second half in goal. John 

 
16 Illustrated Sporting and dramatic News August 17th 1918 (c) Illustrated London News/Mary 

Evans Picture Library 

 



won his second, and final, cap in 1876. By then John was living at Croxted Road, although 

he married at St George’s, Camberwell in 1883. Business subsequently took John north; he 

died at Durham in 1921. 

John primarily represented Camberwell-based First Surrey Rifles at football, though he 

played for other clubs including Crystal Palace and Wanderers. His brothers Frederick and 

Edmund also represented the Rifles at football. Fred represented Surrey Football 

Association, sometimes playing alongside John. Edmund appears to have changed codes; 

in 1878 he represented the Dulwich-based Lausanne club at rugby.  

Lausanne played rugby, football and cricket, as well as having a hare and hounds pack. 

Their Honorary Secretary, Frederick Noone lived at 17 Wilson Road, he represented 

Lausanne at both codes of football. In 1871 Lausanne were founder members of the Rugby 

Football Union, by 1872 they had ceased playing Association Football. It seems likely 

Lausanne folded around 1881.  

341 Crystal Palace Road and 308 Lordship Lane – Len Bawcutt 

Crystal Palace Road was home in 1891 to the Bawcutt 

family. Theodore, an accountant, and Eliza Sarah had 

six children. Their oldest son, Leonard Theodore 

Bawcutt born on March 19th 1888, would represent 

Dulwich Hamlet at football and cricket. The family 

lived at 308 Lordship Lane come the 1901 Census. The 

Bawcutt family departed Dulwich for Forest Hill in 

1908 however Len would remain associated with 

Hamlet for many years.17 

Len joined Dulwich St Barnabas Reserves in 1903 and 

was promoted to their first team in 1905. He joined 

their committee the same year, standing down in 1907 when promoted to Dulwich Hamlet 

Reserves. He served as the Reserves Vice Captain in 1908-1909 and as Captain until 1912. 

During this time Len made first team appearances. However, his biggest contribution to 

the club came off the field. After being demobilized post-World War One he joined the 

Dulwich Hamlet Committee in 1919, later serving as Chairman for over thirty years.   

Len was in situ when the classic Champion Hill stadium opened in 1931, he and Dick Jonas 

were crucial in driving the project through after Pa Wilson’s death. Len was appointed Club 

President in 1956, the role had remained vacant since Pa Wilson’s death in 1924; and was 

awarded Life Membership the following year. Surrey Football Association presented Len  

 
17 Images here and overleaf by kind permission of Amanda Morice 
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with a silver cup in recognition of services rendered to Hamlet. The Bawcutt family still 

hold the cup. 

Like many associated with Hamlet in the early days, Len was a Tory, spending time as 

Chairman of the right-wing Dulwich Constitutional Club. Len saw action with 16th Bn. 

London Regiment during World War One. He married Marguerite Over in 1924, the couple 

had four children. At the time of writing in 2025 at least one child is alive, closing in on his 

100th birthday. Professionally Len worked for William Cory & Son. Then primarily a coal 

merchant, they survive as Cory operating the large waste disposal barges you see working 

the Thames. 

 Len died at Broadstairs in 1971, aged 82. He named his house there Telmah, Hamlet 

written backwards. 

15 Dagmar Road – William Brenchley 

Home in 1901 to William Brenchley, Headmaster at Dulwich Hamlet School in 1893. 

William was born in Mile End in 1858 and took full advantage of a good education to rise 

within the world of education. When the old boys’ club was established in 1893, he was 

appointed President. Brenchley declined the opportunity to be the first President of 

Dulwich Hamlet F.C. leading to Canon Daniell being appointed.  

William departed Dulwich Hamlet School in 1901, taking up the position as Headmaster at 

Hugon Road School, Fulham. He was presented with a mahogany secretaire bookcase as a 

leaving present. Charles Thompson Hunt replaced him at Dulwich Hamlet School. Prior to 

working at Dulwich Hamlet, William was employed at Bellenden Road School. He was 

active within the National Union of Teachers. 

Brenchley was very active on both Camberwell Vestry and its successor Camberwell 

Council, rising to the status of Mayor. William was one of many Conservatives and 

Freemasons, around the club in the early days. In 1932 William became the first Freeman 

of Camberwell, on the day of his Golden Wedding anniversary. William died in 1938, after 

cremation at West Norwood his ashes were scattered at Camberwell New Cemetery, which 

he helped to create. Dulwich Hamlet sent a floral tribute to his funeral, though it appears 

likely his allegiance during the Football Association / Amateur Football Association split lay 

with the latter body. Brenchley seemingly attended functions held by Dulwich Wood F.C, 

who joined the latter body. Brenchley Gardens is named for him. 

40 Danby Street – Edward Colegreave 

Edward C. Colegreave was born in 1874. By 1881 he was living on Victoria Road, now 

Bellenden Road. He was confirmed at St Saviour’s, Copleston Road, in 1889. By the 1891 

Census he was living at 8 Goose Green with his grandparents, serving as a pupil teacher.  



By 1901 Edward lived at 40, Danby Street working as an Assistant Master and married 

Hettie Barnard at St Barnabas in 1903. The couple would have three children. In 1905 

Edward was one of several male Masters at Dulwich Hamlet school with strong links to the 

club who qualified at Borough Road College. He served as Honorary Secretary to Hamlet’s 

Reserve Team in 1904/05 and represented Dulwich Hamlet at cricket. This suggests he may 

well have played football as well, though we cannot prove this.  

Come 1911 years later Edward was resident at 12 Mundania Road. Edward subsequently 

moved out to Coulsdon and Purely. He died at Grove Park in 1953. 

172 Denmark Hill – Arthur Knight 

This was the childhood home of club legend Arthur 

‘Badger’ Knight. The Knight family can be found at 

the address from 1891 until 1901.  

Born in Dulwich on March 11th 1880, Arthur was 

the fourth child of Henry, a gardener, and Rebecca. 

He attended Dulwich Hamlet School in 1893. On 

October 14th 1895 Arthur Clark Knight paid 2s 6d to 

join the club. He would spend the rest of his life 

associated with Dulwich Hamlet, turning down 

numerous offers to move on whilst a player. 

Legend has it Pa Wilson persuaded Arthur to sign 

up after spotting an impressive display of pugilism 

in the school gym. A tall man, he usually played 

centre half.  

Whilst at Dulwich Hamlet School Arthur represented South London Schools at football and 

cricket, future Arsenal player and Scottish international Tommy Fitchie – who played 

against Hamlet for West Norwood – was in the same representative football team. It is 

likely these appearances make Arthur the first Hamlet player to receive representative 

honours. 

Arthur joined Hamlet when they played on mud baths and park pitches. He remained with 

the club for twenty seasons, serving throughout the clubs to rise to being one of England’s 

foremost amateur set ups. He is also one of the few men to captain Hamlet at both football 

and cricket. Arthur played the day Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club bowled St Matthew’s out 

for just three runs. 

Arthur was one of the first Hamlet players to be sent off, then considered a disgrace. On 

April 20th 1912 he was dismissed at Oxford City. Due to players missing a train Hamlet 

borrowed a spare Oxford player to make up an XI. After repeated warnings, Arthur was 



sent off. Whilst the referee was generally agreed to be poor, Arthur’s decision to complain 

about a free kick being awarded when a team-mate punched an opponent in the back 

leaves a little to be desired. Knight, Smart – who tried to persuade Arthur not to leave the 

pitch - and Shipway seemingly annoyed other Hamlet players with their conduct that day. 

Hussein Hegazi reportedly downed tools in protest at their conduct, an alternative reading 

was full England international, F.A. Cup winner and Olympic gold medalist Rev. Kenneth 

Hunt kept Hegazi very quiet. 

Arthur attended many Easter tours. He was present on the first one, and again in 1913 

when Hamlet famously defeated Ajax. The 1913 touring party included future Victoria 

Cross winner Charles Train. That year Arthur was living with his mother, now widowed, at 

10 Cuthill Road - now Cuthill Walk. There were three households in residence, including 

Arthur’s uncle and two cousins.  

After retiring from playing, Arthur served the club behind scenes until 1954. When he 

resigned from the Committee, Arthur was made an Honorary Life Member. When in 1950 

Leslie Green represented Corinthian at the Oval, Hamlet reported he was the first Hamlet 

man to play at the Oval.18 Arthur, then serving as Ground Steward, pointed out he’d played 

cricket there over fifty years earlier… 

In his private life, Arthur worked as a carpenter. On August 2nd 1913 Arthur married Elsie 

Taylor at St John the Evangelist, Goose Green. The couple lived at 6 East Dulwich Road, 

they had at least three children. They can subsequently be found living at 10 Bromar Road, 

104A Bellenden Road and 284 Bellenden Road, where they resided in 1939. Sadly, Elsie 

was then recorded as incapacitated. She died in 1941 and was buried at Camberwell New 

Cemetery. Arthur’s date of death is currently unknown, it may have been Quarter One 

1968.  

At Dulwich Hamlet’s 21st Anniversary Dinner Arthur was presented with a canteen of 

cutlery in recognition of him immense contribution to the club since its foundation. He was 

subsequently invoiced 3d to ensure he retained his amateur status. 

6 Derwent Grove – Charles Bate 

Born in 1882 in Camberwell, Charles William Clavell Bate was the son of Douglas, an 

electrical engineer, and Mary. In 1891 Charles lived at 6 Derwent Grove with his parents, 

six siblings, an aunt and a servant. In 1901 he lived at 127 East Dulwich Grove with his 

 
18 The programme editor was hopelessly ill informed. Numerous Hamlet men played cricket there 

before that date, including World War One casualty Stan Peart and Edgar Kail as schoolboys. The 
likes of Roger Thompson and Arthur Phebey played county cricket there. 



parents, six siblings, a visitor and a servant. Charles was Honorary Secretary at Dulwich St 

Barnabas during their first two seasons as part of the Hamlet family 

By 1911 his family is resident in Cheshire however Charles was no longer present. It seems 

likely Charles emigrated; he appears to have married Josephine Kluchinskaia in Moscow in 

1916. If still present in 1917 he presumably had to leave the country in a hurry. The couple 

had a daughter called Irene.  

In 1938 Charles travelled to Madeira with Irene, His home address at the time was 74 

Copers Cope Road, Beckenham. In 1939 he resided at this address, working for Euxine 

Shipping Co. Originally a Dutch company, Euxine started to sail under the British flag and 

moved to London in 1932. They specialised in running cruise ships on the Nile. Charles died 

in Worlingham in 1960. 

Dulwich Baths 

Opened in June 1892 at East Dulwich Road, the facilities were used by Dulwich Hamlet. 

They seem to have used it for a training swim on occasions. It was certainly used for social 

events, such as a ball held there in January 1902. Local rivals Townley Park seem to have 

used the baths’ social facilities more than Hamlet. 

Ex-Hamlet player, and Camberwell Councillor, Tom Rose was one of the Councillors who 

controversially voted to eject Belgian refugees from the baths in 1915. Tom died of wounds 

in 1916 whilst serving with 156th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, known unofficially as the 

Camberwell Gun Brigade. After briefly re-opening for swimming, the baths closed again 

and were used to accommodate members of the Brigade during their training which was 

partially held on Hamlet’s pitch. Like many involved with the club in the early days, Tom 

was a Tory, a Freemason and a teacher. In the early days of the Easter tours, there were 

sometimes so many teachers present they arranged to stay on longer after other party 

members returned home. Had he survived World War One, Tom had ambitions to become 

a Member of Parliament. 

Post World War One there was a proposal the Champion Hill ground should be taken over 

by the Ministry of Works, to build offices for the Ministry of Health. A public meeting was 

arranged for the New Hall, Dulwich Baths to object to the scheme on January 30th 1920 

after a petition was signed by five thousands objectors. It appears the meeting wasn’t held, 

the media reported Dr. Christoper Addison, the Minister for Health, decided against the 

idea on January 7th. Much credit for the about turn was given to Sir Fred Hall M.P.  

 

 

 



Tom Rose 

 

 

 

The son of a Grimsby fish merchant, Tom joined Hamlet in 1903 when some away matches 

were played on parks pitches. He faded out of the team, overweight, in 1909 the year 

Hamlet reached national prominence by reaching the Amateur Cup Semi Final. He started 

out as a centre forward but spent most of his Hamlet career on the wing. 

Tom was a teacher at Beresford Street School, a Tory and Freemason. He served on 

Camberwell Borough Council and had ambitions to become a Member of Parliament; he 

died of wounds in 1917. He is known to have lived at 3, Goschens House, Peckham Road. 

Curiously Tom had an older brother named Thomas. 

Image by kind permission of Jack McInroy 



Sir Fred was the Conservative M.P. for Dulwich and a friend of Pa Wilson. He helped Pa 

fight off attempts from the Army to requisition the ground during World War One. 

Conveniently, Sir Fred commanded the Brigade the Army wished to base on the ground. 

He agreed with Pa the Camberwell Gun Brigade would borrow the ground for training, with 

the football club having access to play at weekends. Hamlet played throughout the war bar 

1915/16, usually playing military teams. War work meant club people could often be seen 

visiting houses locally as matches approached, locating volunteers to make up numbers for 

visiting military teams who lost players at short notice. Sir Fred, a guest of honour at the 

football club’s 21st Birthday Banquet shortly before the war started, is indirectly one of the 

most important figures in the club’s history.  

Sir Fred lived at Eastlands, which occupied the land covered by Eastlands Crescent, but 

moved to central London after being elected to Parliament in 1910. He was still the local 

M.P. when he died in 1932 and is buried at West Norwood cemetery. Sir Fred rose to the 

rank of Lieutenant Colonel during World War One and was knighted in 1918. He replaced 

future Prime Minister Andrew Bonar Law, a friend of his, as Dulwich’s M.P. Bonar Law, who 

laid the foundation stone at St Barnabas Church Hall, would almost certainly have been 

known to many around Hamlet in the early days given the number of prominent Tories 

involved in the club.  

The baths were frequently used by local schools, Goodrich Road – attended by a young 

Edgar Kail – are known to have been visitors. The bath’s opening ceremony was marred by 

the collapse of Stephen Fisher, a clerk in the Camberwell Vestry, who subsequently died. 

Dulwich College Chapel 

The Chapel, officially Christ’s Chapel of God’s Gift and founded by Edward Alleyn, was 

consecrated in 1616 by George Abbot, Archbishop of Canterbury. Used by both the College 

and the local population, as Dulwich grew the chapel could not cope with worshipper 

numbers leading to the consecration of Dulwich St Barnabas in 1893. That church also 

features in this booklet. George Abbot is believed to be the only Archbishop of Canterbury 

to kill another human, accidentally shooting a keeper with a crossbow bolt whilst hunting 

on Lord Zouch’s land at Bramshill, Hampshire, in 162119. A Commission of ten men was 

equally split as to whether he could remain in office, the King used his casting vote in favour 

of Abbot. He served as Archbishop of Canterbury from 1611 until his death in 1633. 

In October 1904 the chapel was the scene of the funeral of Edward Charles Booker, father 

of important early Dulwich Hamlet players Teddie20 and Harry Booker. The brothers moved 

to Townley Park F.C. before their father’s death, both clubs were represented at the 

 
19 He may also be the only one with a pub named after him, it can be found in Guildford 
20 After leaving Hamlet, Teddie won his Cambridge blue at football 



funeral. Booker is interred at Forest Hill Cemetery. In 1924 the chapel hosted the funeral 

of Pa Wilson. He was buried at West Norwood Cemetery though the memorial stone has 

long gone, removed as part of controversial clearance works last century. 

Edward Booker assisted Dulwich Hamlet Football and Cricket Clubs in their very early days, 

playing and umpiring for the cricket section. Pa Wilson also umpired. Edward helped to 

establish the football section, “the first set of apparatus they possessed were fashioned by 

him”21 If this refers to kit, the original club colours were “white jerseys, dark knickers” 

though the club’s official colours were red and blue. 

 

The chapel circa 1904 22 

Canon Daniell, the College chaplain, took Booker’s funeral service. Daniell was the first 

President of the football club, serving from 1893 until 1915, and a close friend of Dulwich 

College old boy Pa Wilson. When Pa left the College, he joined Daniell as co-founder of the 

College Chapel Committee. 

When Pa died in 1924, Hamlet established a scholarship to Dulwich College in his memory. 

It remains active, assisting children who would otherwise be unable to attend the College 

for financial reasons. 

Hamlet have benefited from the services of some players educated at the College over the 

years, including World War One fatality Stan Peart.  

 
21 South London Mail October 15th 1904. 
22 From the Dulwich Society collection 



Dulwich Common / Potash Farm 

Dulwich Heber F.C. are described by local media as playing at both. They were certainly 

using the Potash Farm Ground in September 1897. It is quite possible both references are 

to the same physical location. If not it’s not clear whether Hamlet played at Potash Farm, 

though they nearly did. In the London Junior Cup that season they won 2-0 away at St 

Mary’s Recreation, who defeated Dulwich Heber in the previous round. Dulwich Heber 

were not happy with the physical approach adopted by St Mary’s Recreation. Dulwich 

Heber’s stay at Potash Farm was not long, by 1899 they were playing at Woodwarde Road. 

Numerous sides used Potash Farm ground over the years, including Nugget Polish F.C. They 

were a works team based at the eponymous Vauxhall Street works in Kennington. 

Established in 1905, they secured use of the Potash Farm ground on alternative Saturdays 

and entered the Dulwich Amateur League. The Nuggets defeated St Peter’s United 17-1 in 

their first league match; W. Escott scored ten. The team vanish from local media in 1908, 

though their cricket team played in the 1912 Camberwell & District Cricket League. Their 

disappearance may have something to do with a Dulwich League match against Hampton 

Athletic played in February 1908. Founded in 1906, the Hamptons took over Potash Farm 

ground on alternative Saturdays from 1907. The Nuggets were 3-0 up at half time but were 

pulled back to 3-3. After 75 minutes the Nuggets captain ordered his team to walk off, to 

protest the referee’s decision to allow the equaliser. The match was abandoned. A report 

by the Athletic Chat on the Hamptons match versus Melrose United in December 1907 

described Potash Farm as more suited for water polo than football. Hampton Athletic, who 

also played cricket, vanish from the local media in 1908. 

Potash Farm itself occupied the site of what is now Trevor Bailey Sports Club. Run by the 

Woodham family, in total Potash Farm had access to six fields including one which is today 

the Southwark Sports ground currently home to Peckham Town F.C. The Woodham family 

ran a dairy operation on the site. The farm name came from the use of potash to improve 

the quality of the soil. Potash Farm ceased operation just prior to World War One. 

The Chestnuts, Dulwich Common – George Whiteley 

The home address in 1901 of George Whiteley. George, Chairman of Dulwich Hamlet 

School when the club was established. Unusually for Hamlet back then, he was a Liberal. 

George would have been the first Mayor of Camberwell however his role as Clerk to 

Newington Justices disqualified him from the role. The mayor was an ex officio Justice of 

the Peace, George couldn’t be both Clerk to J.P.’s and a J.P. 

 



Stanley Brace Peart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 10th 1891 – May 25th 1915 

With Dulwich College being a rugby union playing school, relatively few Hamlet players 

have been associated with the College. Stan is an exception. He was born in Australia; his 

mother was Australian. Stan excelled both academically and at sport. Stan captained 

Bellenden Road L.C.C School23 at cricket, football and swimming. He won the Rutherfoord 

Harris Shield, the South London Breaststroke Championship in 1904, Championship of 

Dulwich 1904 and 1905, represented the Boys of the East versus the West at cricket, the 

match was played at The Oval, in 1905 and 1906 before being appointed captain in 1907. 

By 1910 – 1911 he was playing for Dulwich Hamlet Reserves (who were the third team 

behind the first team and senior team) as they won the Southern Suburban League. He also 

represented Honor Oak cricket team in the First XI, playing alongside ex-Surrey players 

including the great Bobby Abel's son. He featured in their 1913 team, believed by many to 

be the best since their formation as Star C.C. in 1866. He took 5-13 in a match against 

Bexleyheath that season, though he retired on doctor’s orders before the war 

After finishing his education at Dulwich College, on a London County Council Scholarship, 

Stan became an Associate Member of the Chartered Institute of Secretaries. Pre-war he 

worked for Kamfersdam Mines Ltd. but enlisted on 31st August 1914. He was killed serving 

as a bomber, a role often filled by cricketers, at Givenchy. Bombers were referred to as ‘the 

suicide squad’ by soldiers, given the risks associated with the role. 

 
23 Legendary amateur footballer and full England international Vivian Woodward was stationed at 

Bellenden Road Air Raid Precautions Post during World War Two. He was living at 30 Elm Grove. 



George attended the 1893 meeting which led to the foundation of the football club and 

was appointed as a Patron of the old boys’ body, alongside Rev. Daniell and Pa Wilson. He 

appears to have played little role in the football club but remained involved with the 

school. He spent many years on the London School Board and was present at the school’s 

21st birthday celebrations in 1905, along with many people associated with the football 

club. By then, he was Alderman Whiteley. The Liberal party started to use Dulwich Hamlet 

School for meetings around this time. George emulated fellow Liberal Matthew Wallace, 

serving as Chairman of the Governors of Dulwich Estate from 1914 until 1916. 

George found himself involved in a dispute in 1894 after local teachers were canvassed to 

vote for him in an election. His claim that he didn’t know how it happened led to long and 

loud laughter. George should not be confused with the M.P. of the same name who sat for 

both the Conservatives and Liberal parties around this time. The Dulwich George Whiteley 

stood for election at Greenwich in 1886, 1892 and 1895, losing by just 323 votes in 1892. 

In 1885 he had stood in Ashford (Kent.) Curiously for a man who spent his life in Dulwich, 

and worked as a barrister, he was also the long serving Chairman of Bournemouth Gas & 

Water Company. Hamlet visited Bournemouth Gasworks F.C. in the 1912 Amateur Cup. 

George died in 1918, aged 72. His funeral took place at Christ’s Chapel in Dulwich, he is 

buried at Forest Hill Cemetery. George’s son, Cecil, enjoyed a distinguished legal career. 

Dulwich Hamlet School 

The school was established in 1884, the school was noted for being strong at sport. Dulwich 

Hamlet F.C. was originally a closed membership club with only old boys and students 

attending the school eligible to play, seemingly for the first two seasons. The school also 

hosted early football club social events and post-match socials. This continued for smaller 

events, after larger events moved to locations such as the Crown & Greyhound. Future F.A. 

Cup Final referee J.R. Schumacher was a guest at one such school-based event in 1904. 

There is a strong suspicion the schools early recruitment policy for male Masters favoured 

footballers who could assist Dulwich Hamlet F.C. 

After a circular was issued proposing an Old Boys’ Association, a meeting was held at the 

school on February 17th 1893 to establish Dulwich Hamlet Old Boys’ Club. The aim was to 

maintain good fellowship amongst old boys. Headmaster William Brenchley chaired the 

meeting. Other important figures in the early history of the football club present include 

Rev. Daniell and Pa Wilson, both of whom were appointed Patrons of the new Old Boys’ 

Club. Teacher Charles Thompson Hunt became Secretary and Treasurer. Henry Crofts 

became the Dulwich Village representative. Hunt joined the school as a teacher in June 

1886, having previously worked there as a supply teacher, and became headmaster in 

1901. Hunt was described as a “plump little man with full jowls and iron-grey hair.” 

Brenchley moved to become Headmaster at Hugon Road Board School in Fulham. 



Cricket and swimming clubs were set up on the day. It was agreed to set up field, football 

and kindred clubs further down the line. Dulwich Hamlet Rambling Club and Cycling Club 

are known to have existed at points, presumably emerging out of the Old Boys’ Club.  

Pa Wilson already had strong links with the school prior to events that day, having led bible 

classes and established a gymnastics section. It is known Pa hoped to establish a rugby club 

however a lukewarm reception from local clubs about the prospect of playing old boys 

from a small local school saw him switch focus to football. Curiously Rugby League owes 

much to Dulwich. An official from the local Lennox Rugby Club was crucial in securing proxy 

votes to block broken time payments being legalised in rugby, leading to the League / 

Union split. Huddersfield Rugby Club, now Huddersfield Giants Rugby Football League 

Club, played Lennox in Dulwich prior to the split. 

It seems likely Dulwich Hamlet Football Club first played during late 1892/93. A now lost 

membership card showed they lost every match in the first season; it’s known that isn’t 

true of 1893/94.24 However, there is also a probably erroneous report the first game was 

a 6-1 win over Moss Rose F.C. on October 14th 1893. This version has the first defeat being 

the sixth match, 0-1 versus Wesleyan Rovers at Brockwell Park. Future Honorary Secretary 

George Wheeler was appointed as a teacher at the school in 1895. He rose to Deputy Head 

before leaving in 1910, to become headmaster at Torridon Road school in Catford. 

In its very early days, the club trained twice a week, running to Crystal Palace from the 

Reading Room one day and gym work at Dulwich Hamlet School gym another day.25 It 

seems links with Dulwich Hamlet School remained strong well into the Edwardian era. A 

report on the school’s 1895 prize distribution listed a relatively small number of boys. 

Three of them became important at the football club. Future first team striker Guy Burnett 

was praised for his musical contribution. Dulwich St Barnabas founder Secretary Charles 

Bate, who left for Townley Park in 1903, and his successor Harry Grape both won academic 

prizes.  

Dulwich Park 

In 1872 Sydenham resident Francis Peek, a tea merchant and philanthropist, offered the 

Governors of Dulwich College £7,500 to establish a park, if they would donate the land. 

This was rejected as the Governors believed this fell outside the remit of an educational 

charity. In 1882 Peek was elected a Governor of the College Estate, working alongside 

Matthew Wallace who features in this booklet. Eventually, after a challenging period which 

saw much disagreement locally, work started on Dulwich Park around early 1887. One of 

 
24 “A season of nothing but defeats was our first venture.” DHFC Handbook 1913/14 
25 Thames Ironworks, later to morph into West Ham United, trained at a school on Barking Road 



the reason the Governors changed their mind was due to concerns about the speed of 

housing development in the area.  

The park formally opened on June 26th 1890. Some of the park was marked off for football 

and cricket from the start. The cricket pitches were so popular that in 1891 they went from 

occupying 10 acres to 17 acres, nearly a quarter of the park. Francis Peek was also 

important in funding the establishment of Dulwich St Barnabas church, which also appears 

in this booklet. His cousin, Henry Peek, helped secure Wimbledon Common for public use. 

Hamlet certainly played here. The first match may have been a 10-0 away win over Barry 

on December 16th 1893. In January 1896 Hamlet drew 1-1 against North Camberwell. In 

1894/95 reports stated the club intended to use Brockwell Park or Dulwich Park whenever 

possible but had also secured Woodwarde Road, due to running two sides. The 75th 

Anniversary book states the club moved matches here from Woodwarde Road whenever 

possible, due to the state of that pitch, though Hamlet appears to have been the away 

team when playing North Camberwell. The Reserves were home to St Jude’s, Brixton the 

same day, winning 1-0. Dulwich Park was another venue with a poor reputation in wet 

weather.  

Dulwich Park was used many times by Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club. It was around the time 

Hamlet departed Dulwich Park that football became the primary sport within the club. In 

September 1898 Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club upset Hanover and Brockwell Park, 

scratching cricket matches to allow their players to represent the football club. 

With the benefit of hindsight perhaps the most notable opponent met on a parks pitch was 

a January 1900 London Junior Cup match versus Wimbledon Old Centrals, held on 

Wimbledon Common. Hamlet won 3-1 in a match restricted to 70 minutes. Hamlet went 

on to win the Junior Cup, Wimbledon subsequently won the F.A. Cup. 

Hamlet also played in Brockwell Park, as the away team, for example against St Jude’s in 

February 1896. Hamlet won 3-2. 

Dulwich Reading Room 

The Reading Room crops up a few times in Hamlet history. The fact Pa Wilson was the 

Room’s Treasurer is presumably related. The Reading Room served as club headquarters 

and changing rooms for a period and in 1900 the media noted the Annual General Meeting 

of the Brixton & Camberwell League (sic) would be held at “Dulwich Reading-room, head-

quarters of the Dulwich Hamlet Football Club at 8.0 o’clock p.m.”26  

 
26 The Sporting Life, April 25th 1900. 



Originally the Grammar School, the Reading Rooms were built in 1842 by Charles Barry. He 

also designed the Houses of Parliament, and cost £900 to build.  

In 1874 ”A City Clerk” wrote to The South London Observer calling for the establishment 

of a Reading Room in East Dulwich. Fourteen years later Major General Boddam of Thurlow 

Park Road asked for occasional use of the building, to provide Penny Readings, Social 

Meetings, etc. to the working men of Dulwich. This was agreed at a rent of one shilling per 

night, beginning its move towards being a Reading Room. 

Given Pa’s close links with the establishment it is perhaps unsurprising the Reading Rooms 

have acted as headquarters for Dulwich Hamlet, the Camberwell & Brixton League, the 

Hospital Saturday Fund Crossley Cup and the Dulwich League. Other football clubs also 

used the Reading Rooms as a changing facility, for example Dulwich League outfit Christ 

Church Institute F.C. used the location in 1902/03 when playing at Burbage Road. 

There would be a subsequent link between Dulwich Hamlet School and the building. In 

1936 Dulwich Hamlet Old Boys’ Association started to use it for midweek meetings after 

losing access to a school in Turney Road.27 

 

 

  

 
27 From the Dulwich Society collection 

 



94 Dulwich Road – G.R. Alford 

G.R. Alford was the Reserve Team captain from 1899 until 1902. George Richard Alford 

was born in Camberwell in 1873. He was the son of George, a paper dealer, and Mary. In 

1881 he lived at 59 Havil Street, Peckham with his parents and siblings. In 1891, still living 

at 59 Havil Street, he was 18 and a pupil teacher. By 1901 he was boarding at 94 Dulwich 

Road at the home of William Spencer, an optician. He was employed as a Board school 

teacher at Dulwich Hamlet school. Like several others at both the school and the club, he 

trained at Borough Road College. Whilst employed at Dulwich Hamlet school, George 

wrote on education for academic journals.  

In 1905 there were seven male teachers at Dulwich Hamlet school, Charles Hunt, George 

Wheeler, George and James Murphy all had strong links to the football club. All bar George 

trained at Borough Road College; George had no formal teacher training. Of the other 

teachers Edward Colegrave is known to have represented Hamlet at cricket, making it very 

likely he also played football for the club. He was certainly the Reserve Team’s Honorary 

Secretary in 1904-05. Robert R. Crump also had links with the club, he attended a joint 

football and cricket section social event at the school in 1906. The only male teacher who 

had no obvious links to the club was Henry W. Smith. He trained at Westminster, Colegrave 

and Crump attended Borough Road College. 

In 1901 Alford married Annie Eleanor Richardson. In 1911 they were living at 7 Guernsey 

Grove with 3 children, another had died, and his father. He was now an assistant master. 

In 1921 he was still at 7 Guernsey Grove with wife, 4 children and mother-in-law and 

serving as the headmaster of a school on the New Kings Road in Fulham. He died at 

Guernsey Grove in 1937, Annie died in 1945. 

48 Dunstan’s Road – R.H. Pattison 

Born in Deptford in 1879, Robert Hutchinson Pattison married Florence Johnson in 1899. 

He captained Dulwich St Barnabas during their first two seasons as part of the Hamlet 

family. An engineer by trade, in 1921 he was living in Dorset whilst unemployed having 

previously worked at the local torpedo factory. The suspicion is he transferred from 

Woolwich Arsenal to Whitehead’s Torpedo Factory at Portland Harbour. The factory, 

which opened in 1891, closed around 1920 when it was under the ownership of Vickers 

and Armstrong-Whitworth. It re-opened in 1923. The factory manufactured around 300 

torpedoes per annum during peace time. The site has now been developed for housing, a 

plaque honours the factory. Many of the older cottages in Wyke Regis were constructed 

to house Whitehead employees 

Robert subsequently returned to London and in the 1920’s lived at 48 Dunstan’s Road. In 

the 1930s he resided at Ground Floor Flat, 110 Dunstan’s Rd. By 1939 he was living at 21 



Scutari Rd. Robert died in 1942, still resident at 21 Scutari Rd, leaving a widow Florence 

and 3 children. 

97 East Dulwich Grove – the Buck family 

This was the home of the Buck family. Five Buck brothers made their name at Townley 

Park, before departing in 1905 to join Dulwich Hamlet. The brothers walked out on Hamlet 

in 1907. Their collective goalscoring record was incredible, their decision to defect from 

Townley Park to Dulwich Hamlet firmly established Hamlet as the number one team locally.  

On the 1911 census night Fred, Harold and Septimus (Seppy) were present. The family 

were strong adherents of amateurism, Fred was a bank clerk, Harold a stockbroker’s clerk 

and Seppy a gas works clerk. Sidney Buck emigrated after leaving Hamlet, winning full 

international honours for both Argentina and Uruguay. The latter honour did not go down 

well with other South American nations, who were insisting on players being born in the 

country. Incredibly Sid could also have played for England. Prior to emigrating in January 

1909, he was selected for a F.A. National Trial match but decided not to attend. If you 

played well in those matches, you were normally named in the next England team. Sid won 

the First Division title in both Argentina, with Quilmes Atlético, and Uruguay, with 

Montevideo Wanderers.  He was also Uruguayan national tennis champion multiple times. 

After returning to England, he and Frank Wallers, who also appears in this booklet, played 

in the Men’s Doubles at Wimbledon. (At least one other Hamlet player entered 

Wimbledon, William Colsey Millward.) 

 

The picture shows Sid, formally Robert Sidney, in the 1909 Quilmes Atlético side. Sid is 

fourth from the right, wearing a cricket jumper. He died in 1960. 



Whatever caused the Bucks to walk out on Hamlet, it wasn’t on good terms. Contemporary 

reports suggest that – as at Townley Park – they made demands the Committee refused to 

accept. All was later forgotten, some of the brothers subsequently played in charity 

matches at Champion Hill. 

The Buck family were known to Pa Wilson before they played for Hamlet. Family scion F.S. 

Buck served as Chairman of Dulwich Conservative Association. In 1900 when M.P. Sir John 

Blundell Maple failed to show at one of their social events, his wife was ill, one member 

proposed deselecting John and sending F.S. Buck to Westminster. F.S. Buck graciously 

declined. His involvement at both clubs probably explains why some of Townley Park’s 

early Annual General Meetings were held at Dulwich Conservative Club. 

East Dulwich Hotel (now Tavern) 

See next page 

Elms Road – Albert Condie 

Albert Condie was born in Mayall Road, Herne Hill, in 1878. He was the son of James, a 

barrister’s clerk, and Eliza. In 1881 he was living in High St Dulwich with his parents and 

siblings. Albert attended Dulwich Hamlet School and by 1891 he was living in Elms Road 

with his parents, grandmother and brother. By then he was a pupil teacher at Dulwich 

Hamlet school. He served as Dulwich Hamlet Football Club’s Vice Captain in 1894/95. 

Albert appears in the 1911 census visiting Henry Freshwater at 20 Court Lane Gardens, 

working as a contractor’s clerk.  Albert also spent time as the Honorary Secretary of 

Dulwich United Cricket Club. He seems to have died in 1937. 

Freeman’s Ground 

Freeman’s Ground was the first ground used by Hamlet at Champion Hill. They arrived in 

1902, replacing Lorn who relocated to another pitch in the immediate vicinity. Lorn had 

relocated to Freeman’s from Brixton ahead of 1896/97. The first Hamlet match here was a 

2-1 win over Townley Park in September 1902, watched by around 1,000. Hamlet forgot 

to rope off the pitch, assuring the local media this was a one-off error. The size of their 

crowds meant the club arranged access via Constance Road, normally only used for first 

team matches, as well as the old entrance on Champion Hill. Compared to their previous 

grounds, this location had a reasonable reputation in poor weather. Hamlet departed with 

a 1-0 Isthmian League defeat by Leytonstone in 1912. By 1912 the ground was widely 

referred to as Champion Hill not Freeman’s Ground, gates were typically around 3,000.  

In December 1902 Hamlet met Alleyn in the Third Round of the Surrey Senior Cup. Alleyn 

were drawn at home, they had recently moved to a ground on Red Post Hill but were  



 

 

Whilst a regular advertiser in Hamlet’s handbooks, this advert was taken from the 1912/13 

handbook, there don’t seem to have been many links between the East Dulwich Hotel and 

the club. The hotel opened in late 1879. The only confirmed link saw Guard’s Depot F.C. 

taken there for post-match entertainment after a 5-1 defeat in October 1907. The match 

proceeds were donated to charity, raising £20. The hotel was used for social events by other 

local football clubs, including Dulwich St Peter’s. 



unable to charge admission due to conditions imposed in their lease by Dulwich College. 

Hamlet’s attempts to get them to play at Freeman’s were unsuccessful. The match was 

drawn 1-1. After a 2-2 draw, Hamlet won 3-0 in a second replay, watched by 3,000 at 

Freeman’s. 

Speaking at the club’s 1906 Annual Dinner Pa Wilson recognised the ground was not ideal, 

providing too little cover for the level of support as it was not a ready-made ground. The 

complaint may sound familiar to more modern-day Hamlet fans. Pa told his audience he 

was trying to get the rule 50% of the gate money went to the visitors reviewed, to free 

more money up for ground improvements.  

The first known stand at a Dulwich Hamlet ground was erected over the summer of 1906, 

after the club signed an extended lease. The stand seated around 250, local media noted 

it would appeal to the “wives and lady loves” and that it would be too small to meet 

demand at the big matches. Seated admission cost an extra 3d. Three step wooden 

terracing appeared on the Constance Road side of the ground that summer. There had 

been a seated area of some description prior to the stand being constructed. On October 

18th 1902 the South London Mail noted “the chairs in the raised enclosure at “Freeman’s” 

Ground are free to Hamlet honorary members and may be used by others upon payment 

of twopence each.” 

After Hamlet moved to the adjacent pitch in 1912, 2nd Scots Guards moved in. On March 

8th 1913 Hamlet played Tunbridge Wells 

Rangers next door, in the Isthmian League, 

watched by 2,000. At the old ground, the 

Guards 1-1 Middlesex League draw with 

Waltham drew a gate of just three. Two of the 

spectators were away supporters.  

Prior to moving in at Freeman’s, announced in 

June 1902, Hamlet were negotiating a move to 

Herne Hill Velodrome, even playing one home 

match there as a test. West Norwood 

seemingly outbid them. Given the repeated 

failure of clubs based at Herne Hill, due to a 

lack of support, this may have been no bad 

thing. 

Thomas Freeman hung himself on site in 1913. 

Dulwich Wood, captained by Dulwich Hamlet 

schoolboy and ex-Hamlet man Len Rawling, 

were due to move in for 1914/15. The club 



ceased activities in the early days of World War One after nearly their entire team enlisted. 

Len was killed in action and appears on Hamlet’s war memorial. The picture on the 

previous page showed Len representing the Footballers’ Battalion during World War One. 

He is on the right, to the left is Patsy Hendren, a test cricketer and Hall of Fame member 

at Brentford F.C. Future England Test cricketer Andy Sandham and future Scottish football 

international William Clunas appear in the same team photograph. The original caption for 

the erroneously names Len as Rawlings. 

Len’s departure from Dulwich Hamlet to Dulwich Wood was clearly amicable. He can be 

found representing Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club whilst a Dulwich Wood footballer. 

54 Friern Road – George Wheeler 

54 Friern Road was the address of George Christopher Wheeler. A teacher who rose to be 

Deputy Headmaster at Dulwich Hamlet School, George succeeded Jimmy Williamson as 

Honorary Secretary. His first known teaching roles were at New Town Elementary in 

Sutton, then at St Matthew’s, Brixton Hill. From there he moved to Dulwich Hamlet School. 

At the time George lived at 83 Effra Road. He subsequently lived at 17 Milton Road, Herne 

Hill prior to moving to Friern Road. Despite his successful career, George held no teaching 

qualifications. 

George remained in situ at Hamlet until his death, on December 8th 1921 aged 53. He 

provided crucial assistance to Pa Wilson as the club progressed to become a powerhouse 

of amateur football. The two clearly worked well together, George’s input perhaps gets 

sightly overshadowed by Pa however he was a figure of huge importance in the early days 

of Dulwich Hamlet. 

George played for Sutton Association F.C. in his youth though his true childhood sporting 

love was cricket. He would subsequently serve as Chairman of the South London Schools 

Cricket and Athletics Association and South London Schools Football Association; the latter 

role helped him ensure a flow of talented youngsters signed for Hamlet. George continued 

to play cricket whilst associated with Hamlet, he was Captain at Thurlow Park Cricket Club 

prior to being appointed to his role at Hamlet. Thurlow Park also ran football and rugby 

side wings. 

 

 

 

 



George Christopher Wheeler 

 

 

Died December 15th 1921 aged 53 
 

“Much of our classwork was interspersed with demonstrations of batting 

technique, or how to bowl breaks, so that today I can still recall the Acts of the 

Apostles as taking place in the neighbourhood of an English cricket field, in 

perpetual summer weather and the Magna Carta being staged between 

Association goalposts.” 

 

Poet & author Richard Church describing George Wheeler 



George moved to Friern Road in 1904. On occasions match tickets were sold from this 

address including stand tickets for the 1908 London Senior Cup Semi Final between West 

Norwood and Bromley, held at Champion Hill. In the early days of his Hamlet role, this 

address was where you visited or wrote to if you wanted a trial with Hamlet.  

In 1910 he moved to Thornsbeach Road, Catford. At Hamlet’s 1910 A.G.M George 

appealed to people to stop writing to him at Friern Road, letters were often being badly 

delayed due to the need to forward them on. By then he had departed Dulwich Hamlet 

School for his final job, Headmaster at Torridon Road School, Lewisham. George is buried 

at Hither Green Cemetery; his pall bearers were all men who played for or had previously 

represented Hamlet at football. Lorraine Wilson, Dulwich Hamlet F.C. and Dulwich Hamlet 

Rambling Club were among the many to send floral tributes.  

Despite being a non-combatant, George had an eventful World War One. The outbreak of 

war left him temporarily stranded in Switzerland; Pa stepped up as Acting Honorary 

Secretary. His In-Laws were subsequently bombed out of their house and moved in with 

George. 

The land the road sits on used to belong to Friern Manor Estate. 

201 Friern Road – Doddy Wight 

This was the home at the time of his death of John Wight. 

His son, David “Doddy” Wight, was Hamlet’s captain for a 

decade. After John’s death the club paid tribute in their 

programme, describing him as probably the first Dulwich 

Hamlet fan. 

Doddy was born in Edinburgh, before moving to 

Manchester. He arrived in London whilst a schoolboy. and 

rose to prominence leading Southampton Street School to 

the South London Schools Cup – which is where Doddy was 

probably first spotted by Hamlet given the involvement of 

Bert Hardy and George Wheeler in both the competition 

and the South London Schools XI, which Doddy 

represented several times. After a season at Old 

Londonians, only people who represented London Schoolboys were eligible for selection, 

Doddy joined Hamlet in 1895/96 when the club went open. Despite being short he was 

widely regarded as the best full back in the Dulwich area. Doddy served the club well for 

many years, coming out of retirement to help the club field XIs on occasions when they 

struggled to pull together a team during World War One. Doddy was also a good cricketer. 

 



 

Doddy Wight 

 

 
 

Doddy was appointed a Vice President in recognition of his service 
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A regular advertiser in the Hamlet yearbook, this image was taken from 1913/14, it is 

believed John Wight was the Wight in the company name 

Image from the Dulwich Hamlet collection 

 



Fox under the Hill, Denmark Hill 

Whilst slightly out of our time span, this location has been included as few are aware it was 

once headquarters to Dulwich Hamlet. On May 8th 1920 Hamlet held their annual dinner 

here, celebrating what remains the most successful season in the club’s history. One report 

on the dinner suggests the club lodged the three cups won with landlord Austin Keane, for 

safe keeping, rather than storing them at the ground. Mr. Keane stated it was an honour 

to act as headquarters to Hamlet. George Wheeler replied he hoped the club would be  

 

Fox under the Hill circa 188028 

based there for many years. The public house stood on the corner of Denmark Hill and 

Champion Park. 

Note, this location is not the current Fox on the Hill public house. The location known to 

George Wheeler was built in 1874 and situated further down Denmark Hill. The building 

was largely destroyed by enemy action in 1941, but quickly re-opened. In 1951 the 

Salvation Army offered the site to London County Council for housing. The Salvation Army 

bought the land the pub stood on when purchasing the site of their International Training 

 
28 From the Dulwich Society collection 



Centre. The Council accepted; the pub closed upon the expiry of its lease in 1954. The Fox 

on the Hill opened in December 1953. 

In 1952 children playing in the pub garden uncovered human skulls and bones. The land 

was on an old burial ground, as is the current pub. The coroner ruled no inquest was 

necessary. 

Gallery Road 

This was home to Telephone Athletic. Established in October 1893, they were a sports club 

for London-based employees of the National Telephone Company. Telephone Athletic 

Association hosted football and cricket here. Hamlet visited at least once, losing 3-0 in 

January 1899. The company ceased to exist on December 31st 1911, the General Post Office 

took over its work. If you see NTC engraved into a telegraph pole, it used to be owned by 

National Telephone Company. This match was probably played on the land now occupied 

by Southwark Community Sports Trust. 

Hamlet may also have played Barry F.C.  at Gallery Road, this would have been on the 

ground now used by Dulwich Prep and Senior School. Barry accepted 10s 6d to move out 

in 1900, in favour of Lloyd’s Register Cricket Club. If the two clubs met, it’s likely to have 

seen Hamlet’s reserves playing Barry’s first XI. 

3 Garden Row – Amos Spring 

It is easy to assume Dulwich Hamlet had access to sign anyone 

associated with the school. William Amos Spring29 disproves 

this, 3 Garden Row was his childhood address. Garden Row 

consisted of seven properties and was sited roughly behind 

what, at the time of writing, is Dulwich Village Pizza Express and 

adjoining shops. Amos’ mother, Eleanor but sometimes Eliza, 

grew up at Number Two. 

Born in Dulwich in 1880 and known as Amos, he is better 

remembered today as a Surrey cricketer. Amos served notice of 

his cricketing ability whilst attending Dulwich Hamlet School. He captained the school side 

for several years and won selection for South London Schools XI, Hamlet's George Wheeler 

was one of the selectors. Amos is presumably the 13-year-old Mossy Spring who took 

 
29  Amos Spring mage provided by THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. With thanks to The 

British Newspaper Archive www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk   

 



seven wickets for one run playing for Dulwich Hamlet 2nd XI against Hardwicke in June 

1894. Hardwicke were bowled out for just ten runs. 

Amos was an all-rounder on the books at the Oval from 1903 until 1914. He played 68 first 

class matches between 1904 and 1913, also featuring for lesser teams. Spring won his 

Surrey cap in 1911. In 1913 The Cricketer magazine printed an article expressing surprise 

Amos hadn’t featured more for the First XI. Hamlet goalkeeper Jack Thompson’s brother 

Roger, officially Herbert, was also on the books at the Oval. Roger was mainly a 2nd XI 

player, later joining the coaching staff. Roger featured for Hamlet at football and cricket.  

Amos was a talented footballer but chose to represent Hamlet's big early local rivals 

Dulwich St Peter's. Spring represented the Southern Suburban League XI several times. On 

one occasion he played right half for the league against Dulwich Hamlet, in 1904. Shortly 

after that match Spring signed, as an amateur, for the ill-fated Nunhead based professional 

outfit Southern United. When they failed, he returned to the Saints - by then known simply 

as Dulwich F.C. Their first attempt to change name to Dulwich F.C. was rejected by London 

F.A. At the same meeting future F.A. Cup winners Wimbledon Old Centrals received 

permission to drop Old Centrals from their name. 

Amos died at Enfield in 1958. 

Goodrich Road School 

The then Goodrich Road School was where a young Edgar Kail served notice of his 

prodigious sporting talent. Largely constructed in 1886, the external appearance has 

subsequently changed due to bomb damage sustained during World War Two. 

Edgar enrolled in September 1905, remaining until his mid-teens. His first known 

appearance in the newspapers came as a nine-year-old running in the 1910 South London 

Schools athletics championship at Crystal Palace. He was runner up in the 440 yards race. 

Edgar competed again in 1912, F. Sivewright appears that year in the 220 yards – surely 

Edgar’s future Hamlet teammate. In 1914 Edgar won the 440 yards and was runner up in 

the 880 yards. In 1915 he won the 220 yards; due to the war this event was held in 

Wandsworth. Crystal Palace then hosted the Royal Marines Light Infantry Brigade. Hamlet 

officials George Wheeler, Bert Hardy and Bob Crump were among the championship 

officials.  

Edgar also gained South East London Schools representative honours at cricket. In 1915 

Edgar set a record opening partnership of 139 against South West London Schools at 

Kennington Oval, batting with J. Robinson. Edgar achieved this the day after his win in the 

1915 220-yard race. The newspaper which reported on his achievements also covered the  

 



 

Edgar Isaac Lewis Kail 

November 26th 1900 – 17th January 1976 

A one club man, Edgar first played for Dulwich Hamlet as a youngster during World War 

One. He retired through injury in 1933/34, having collected a winner’s medal in every 

competition Hamlet entered. The inside right is quite simply the greatest player in our 

history. He is also the last man solely registered with an amateur side to represent England. 

Edgar also represented Hamlet at cricket. 

Hamlet struggled to replace Edgar until the emergence of a young inside right named Reg 

Anderson in 1936. Many who knew both men felt Reg could have gone on to become 

Hamlet’s greatest player had it not been for World War Two. Reg was killed in action on 

February 24th 1942, serving with the Royal Air Force. There is an argument the club has 

never fully recovered from the loss of Reg and Bill Parr, another leading player, within 

weeks of each other. Both men were amateur internationals. 

At the time of writing an article about Edgar’s schooldays at Goodrich Road School can be 

found on www.hamlethistorian.blogspot.com 



death of Hamlet old boy Stan Peart in World War One. As a youngster, Stan played in the 

same schoolboy representative match at the Oval.  

Edgar attained England Schoolboy honours at football. In April 1915 Edgar made his debut 

versus Wales at Cardiff in a 1-1 draw. The following week he helped England defeat 

Scotland 6-2 at Wolverhampton. Seven days later Edgar scored five as London Schoolboys 

defeated Birmingham Schoolboys 7-0 at Arsenal. The match reports list him as E. Kail 

(Goodrich Road). 

Every February, boys soon to leave the school were sent to visit South Metropolitan Gas 

Company in Old Kent Road, a major local employer. It is perhaps fortunate for Hamlet this 

seemingly didn’t appeal to Edgar. Their works football team, Metrogas, were a rising power 

in South London amateur football at the time. Their rise came to a halt in 1922 when many 

of their players and officials were banned for shamateurism. 

The road takes its name from Thomas Goodrich, Bishop of Ely from 1534 until his death in 

1554. 

Green Lane 

There used to be a Southern Suburban League club called Dulwich Grove. In 1905 Hamlet 

visited their Green Lane ground for a pre-season match. Hamlet donated their share of the 

gate to Dulwich Grove, around 1,000 spectators attended. The football club seem to have 

not re-appeared after World War One. 

Dulwich Grove were a multi-sport club linked to Dulwich Grove Congregational Church’s 

Young People’s Institute Recreation Society. They rented a field from Dulwich College in 

1903 to house existing football and cricket sides, a gymnasium and tennis club. It cost the 

Society around £80 to drain the field, membership cost 2s 6d for the first season. The 

opposition in the first football match held on the new pitch were Celtic Rangers. The 

visitors won 3-2. On December 22nd 1904 the Welsh Gazette described the church as “one 

of the most successful and best organised churches in London. It has a congregation of over 

a thousand, and its income last year was £2,000.” The church had been formed in 1877 

and opened a lecture hall in 1879, having bought the land for £800. In 1889 the church, 

which was reported as having a roll 86 strong, engaged in fundraising for a new church. 

This opened in June 1890. Designed by James Cubitt, it was built by Everett & Sons of 

Colchester at a cost of around £4,000. Located in East Dulwich Grove, some contemporary 

reports refer to it as East Dulwich Grove Congregational Church. 

The ground appears to have survived until around World War One. Dulwich Wood F.C. 

were in situ in the early part of the 1910s departing in 1914. They were due to move in at 

Champion Hill for 1914/15, when war broke out nearly all their players signed up very early 

on, the club ceased operations for the duration and seemingly didn’t reform post war.  



One of Dulwich Wood’s last known matches at Green Lane was versus Old Wilsonians on 

January 14th 1914. The match saw two men in opposition who appear on Dulwich Hamlet 

and Dulwich Hamlet School’s war memorial. Len Rawling captained Dulwich Wood. Louis 

Seidel (pictured) played for Old Wilsonians, he was 

employed as a schoolmaster there at the time. Len 

previously represented Hamlet’s first team; Louis is 

known to us as a Dulwich St Barnabas player. As his 

surname suggests, Louis’ mother, father and 

stepfather were born in Germany. His brother William 

Hermann Seidel, who also appears on Dulwich Hamlet 

School’s war memorial, fought as W.H. Spencer rather 

than using his legally given surname. In 1911 the 

Seidel brothers lived with their parents at 210 Railton 

Road. If still in England in 1914, it is likely stepfather 

Paul Dittrich spent the early part of the war interned. 

However, he died near Dresden in 1918 as a property owner, suggesting he may have 

departed England prior to the outbreak of the war.  The solicitor who dealt with his affairs 

after his death was Dulwich based Ernest Adolf Rehder. Len Rawling lived nearby at 23 

Ardbeg Road. Len left Hamlet due to competition for places from the Lawrence brothers, 

who also appear in this booklet. Two of the Lawrence brothers appear on the club and 

school war memorials. The picture shows Louis Seidel representing Dulwich St Barnabas. 

Dulwich Hamlet had use of a pitch in Green Lane for their Reserves and for use in 

emergencies. Due to war, it is possible they never played there. The exact location is 

unknown. The Reserve team were the third team, behind the First XI and Senior Team. 

127 Grove Lane – Thomas Freeman 

This was the address of Thomas Freeman. Whilst not directly involved with the club, 

Thomas is a crucial figure in our history. In December 1891 Thomas took on the lease for 

land to the rear of Champion Hill House and Oakfield House. The following year he received 

permission to build three wood and iron pavilions, to serve the sports facility he was 

operating. Tennis and cricket also featured. Subsequently the 1902 Licensing Act meant 

Hamlet could no longer sell alcohol at the ground they leased from him. On Thursday 

January 22nd 1903 Thomas, described as Hamlet’s caterer, was granted a licence to sell 

spirits, beer and wine at the ground for the next five Saturdays on January 22nd 1903. 

Dulwich Hamlet moved to Champion Hill from Sunray Avenue in 1902, having nearly 

moved to Herne Hill. Hamlet and West Norwood both wanted to relocate there, to replace 

London Irish R.F.C. who departed due to a lack of support. Hamlet played one league match  



 

Dulwich Grove Congregational Church 

 

Cleve Hall, also known as Champion Hill House 
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at Herne Hill as a test event. West Norwood moved to Herne Hill; it is suspected they outbid 

Hamlet rather than Hamlet choosing Freeman’s Ground over Herne Hill. Herne Hill was 

then a much better stadium. The first season saw the Champion Hill pitch shared with 

existing tenants Lorn. 

Honorary Membership, which brought free access to all Hamlet home games other than 

cup matches, cost half-a-crown for the first season at Freeman’s Ground. All subsequent 

grounds, and the at the time of writing unbuilt ground the club has planning permission 

for, sit within the footprint of Freeman’s Grounds. Over the years the name morphed into 

Champion Hill.  

Grove Tavern Ground, Lordship Lane 

The then Green Man is first mentioned around 1690, in the 1740s the pub became known 

for the water from its well which was reputed to have curative properties. Around 1774 

the pub was renamed Dulwich Grove. Lease issues saw the pub close around 1780. The 

property then housed Dr. Glennie’s Academy from 1798, until Glennie’s death in 1828. The 

building itself was demolished in the 1830s. Glennie’s most famous pupil was Lord Byron. 

A new public house was subsequently constructed, this was demolished in the 1850s. The 

site was put up for sale to property developers however no-one was interested. Courage 

probably heard the nearby Lordship Lane station was about to be announced, so agreed 

to construct a new public house. The new pub opened around late 1862. This pub had a 

substantial playing field associated with it. The image on the next page shows building, 

then branded the Grove Hotel, in around 1904.30 

The building shown was demolished in the early 1920s. The building we know today 

opened in 1924, meaning the building known to those around Hamlet in the early days is 

not the building some of you may have visited before its closure after a 2012 kitchen fire. 

Hamlet hosted a match here at least once; in November 1896 a London Junior Cup Replay 

against Southfields St Barnabas, after the clubs drew 1-1 at Southfields. Captain George 

Horton was missing, he would retire young through illness. Southfields opened the scoring 

after an error by goalkeeper Jimmy Williamson however Hamlet won through two first half 

goals, scored by Harry Taylor and Stan Hann. The media noted the visiting goalkeeper 

saved his team from a heavy defeat and that the match had been much more physical than 

the first meeting. 
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The Hamlet team retired to the Grove Tavern to celebrate winning the 1950 London Senior 

Cup. During the evening Hamlet striker Les Green got talking to supporter Jean McQuillin. 

The two married four years later. It appears the pub was a bit of a Hamlet haunt around 

that point, landlord Mr. J. Ainsworth put on a meal for Hamlet and Sing Tao F.C., after 

Hamlet played the Hong Kong based club in 1947. This was their first match in Britain as 

part of a world tour, Hamlet won 5-2. Captain Fung King Cheong, then 41, was in the China 

squads for both the 1936 and 1948 Olympics. Sing Tao, established in 1940 by a newspaper 

magnate, folded in 1999. Included among their ex-players was Rudi Hedman. The erstwhile 

Colchester United and Crystal Palace player spent time with Hamlet in the early 90s, before 

relocating. Rudi represented Sing Tao from 1995 until 1998. 

Grove Tavern Ground was big enough to host two cricket fields. For several seasons they 

were home to Champion Hill and East Dulwich Hanover. The latter folded in November 

1898; they fielded just seven players for their last match. Dulwich Clarence and Courage 

Brewery C.C. took over their slots. Several East Dulwich Hanover men played football for 

Dulwich St Peter’s. One of them, cricket club captain R.W. Clement, perhaps better 

remembered today as Reginald Clement, the Spurs player. (See 12 Magdala Terrace.) 

Courage subsequently took out a lease on the land from Dulwich College, using it as their 

principal sports ground. Their football team won the London Amateur League whilst based 

there. Courage’s lease expired in 1946. A Camberwell Council compulsory purchase order 

saw them take over the land for housing. The Dulwich Estate weren’t always pleased by 

some of the events held at the pub and its grounds back in the day. It wasn’t unknown for 



the Estate to write complaints to Courage; some events were felt to attract the wrong sort 

of clients. 

The site is also known to have hosted Grove Cricket Club. The football ground was used for 

the Camberwell & Brixton League Championship Play Off between A Division winners 

Dulwich St Peter’s and B Division Winners Auckland in March 1896. Dulwich St Peter’s won 

5-1, watched by a large crowd. St Peter’s permitted Auckland to replace a man who retired 

injured after twenty minutes, well before substitutes were permitted in English football. 

Civil Service F.C. used the Grove Tavern as their official headquarters for a while, they made 

a poor start to life locally on the field. This was put down to absences due to professional 

examinations. Civil Service F.C. were founded in 1863, probably earlier in reality, and are 

one of two clubs to be founder members of both the Football Association and Rugby 

Football Union.31 Their decision to back the Amateur Football Association in the 1907 split 

was hugely important in the history of Dulwich Hamlet, their resignation from the Isthmian 

League created one of the vacancies which Hamlet filled. The club survives and is now 

based in Chiswick. The pub also served as the headquarters for long forgotten lesser teams 

such as Camberwell Ramblers and St Patrick’s Rovers. 

20 Grove Vale and 25 Ondine Road- Jimmy Williamson 

These addresses were stopping off point for early 

Hamlet fans buying tickets for club events, and 

discounted train tickets for away travel, from Honorary 

Secretary Jimmy Williamson.  

Jimmy was probably Hamlet’s first goalkeeper, though 

he sometimes played outfield. He was born in Edinburgh 

but attended Dulwich Hamlet School. In 1894 he was 

listed living at Grove Vale, four years later it was Ondine 

Road. 

Jimmy also represented Hamlet at cricket. Playing for the 

2nd XI against Holy Trinity in June 1894, aged 14. He took 

9 wickets for 9 runs, including a hat trick, and retired hurt 

whilst batting. Jimmy seems to have been a protégé of 

Pa Wilson, moving into football administration whilst still playing. He became Honorary 

Secretary of the Camberwell & Brixton League in 1897, resigning in Summer 1898 to set up 

the London Football Fixture Bureau with Pa. In 1899 Jimmy was Vice Chairman of the 

 
31 Blackheath F.C. – who now play Rugby Union – are the other club to be a founder member of 

both 



Camberwell and Brixton League and co-founder of the Dulwich League, again alongside Pa. 

Jimmy seems to have stopped playing by then. He reportedly considered retirement 

earlier, perhaps due to the emergence of George Lynn, and subsequently Jack Thompson. 

In 1900 Jimmy’s brother established Williamson’s Electrical Company and recruited Jimmy. 

Pressure of work saw Jimmy stand down from his various roles, George Wheeler replaced 

him as Honorary Secretary, though Jimmy still occasionally featured for the cricket club 

and was created a Vice President of the football club. Jimmy passed away young in 1922.  

Jimmy’s sisters are known to have washed the kit in the early days. Probably not a 

particularly enjoyable task when Hamlet played at Sunray Avenue, memorably described 

as “part swamp, part jungle.” 

In 1897 35 Ondine Road was home to Wally Coles. Wally, also a goalkeeper, was Honorary 

Secretary at Borough Polytechnic F.C. Prior to that, Wally was an early Hamlet player. He 

seems to have used those contacts to persuade the Booker brothers to represent Borough 

Polytechnic on occasions. Wally also represented the Poly at cricket. 

14 Derwent Villas, Grove Vale – E.G. Gayfer 

Another address not directly related to Hamlet but crucial in our history, this was home to 

E.G. Gayfer. A fine player for Townley Park, Gayfer became their Honorary Secretary in 

1903 and was crucial in driving their strict interpretation of amateurism. When the Football 

Association / Amateur Football Association. split occurred in 1907, Gayfer became a 

leading figure off the field within the Amateur Football Association, acting as Founder 

Secretary and Treasurer of Surrey County Amateur Football Association. Surrey was one of 

the Amateur Football Association’s strongholds with most local clubs opting to support 

them, including the likes of Alleyn, erstwhile F.A. Cup winners Clapham Rovers (then 

playing in East Dulwich), Dulwich Wood and Townley Park. When unsuccessful peace talks 

were held between the Football Association and Amateur Football Association, Gayfer was 

one of the latter’s negotiating team. The Amateur Football Association rejoined the 

Football Association in 1913 whilst retaining its name. Gayfer served as Amateur Football 

Association Honorary Secretary until 1924, when he resigned due to pressure of business. 

The 1907 split was hugely important for Dulwich Hamlet. The club wanted to move to a 

higher standard of football than the Southern Suburban League but were rejected by the 

Isthmian League when they applied to join. Hamlet then joined the Spartan League. When 

the 1907 breakaway occurred, resignations from the Isthmian League caused vacancies 

which needed filling urgently, Dulwich were invited to join. After playing in both the 

Spartan and Isthmian League for one season, they resigned from the Spartan League. The 

rest is history.  What is often overlooked is that Hamlet were offered the opportunity to 

leave the Isthmian League ahead of 1922/23. Tottenham Hotspur proposed the leading 



Isthmian League sides, including Hamlet, join the Reserve outfits of many leading Football 

League sides as members of the Football Combination. The amateur clubs quickly declined. 

Herne Hill Velodrome, Burbage Road 

Originally known as London County Cycling and Athletic Ground, the stadium opened in 

1891 and was constructed by cycling race promoter George Hillier on land leased from 

Dulwich Estate. Hillier was Secretary of the London County Cycling & Athletic Club and a 

national champion cyclist. For Hamlet, Herne Hill is the ground which got away. 

Seemingly the first football club to occupy the ground were 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards, in 

1896/97. They were visited by the likes of Brentford and Thames Ironworks32 before 

leaving at the end of 1897/98, having drawn uninspiring gates despite winning the London 

League in the first season there. Hamlet were keen to move here in 1902 but were 

seemingly outbid by West Norwood, Hamlet moved to Champion Hill instead. With the 

benefit of hindsight, this was probably no bad thing. Many clubs who played here moved 

on due to challenges getting enough spectators through the turnstiles. Hamlet did play a 

home match here whilst negotiating to take the ground on and won the 1908 Surrey Senior 

Cup Final here, defeating Metrogas 1-0. Unusually for that era an opposing player was sent 

off. Hamlet also met West Norwood here in a Southern Suburban League championship 

play off in April 1903, losing 1-0. The 1891 grandstand survived into the twenty first 

century. What became the football pitch originally hosted tennis courts. 

When West Norwood ceased playing during World War One, Crystal Palace moved in at 

Herne Hill, their ground had been requisitioned. The Bantams were unable to secure a 

ground post war, eventually returning to Herne Hill in 1921/22. They failed to return to 

former glories and moved to Valley Ground, Leigham Avenue, Streatham for 1922/23. In 

September 1922 the Freeholder ruled the lease granted by the Leaseholder invalid and 

evicted them. The club never fully recovered.  

West Norwood were replaced at Herne Hill by London Welsh R.F.C. Welsh poet Dylan 

Thomas was a regular spectator during his time in London. Post-match, Dylan drank at the 

Half Moon. Whether the nearby Milkwood Road influenced his subsequent work is much 

debated by Thomas fans. The venue has also hosted London Irish R.U.F.C. 

Famously used by the 1948 Olympics, the venue also hosted the 1911 F.A. Amateur Cup 

Final, Bromley defeated Bishop Auckland 1-0, and a Rugby League international. On 

Monday December 11th 1922 England defeated Wales 12-7. 3,000 watched, the proceeds 

were donated to St Dunstan’s Hostel for Blind Soldiers and Sailors. The England team  

 
32 Wound up in June 1900, West Ham United were founded the following month and acknowledge 

Thames Ironworks as part of their heritage 



 

Herne Hill velodrome circa 1897 (Author’s image) 

 

Green Lane (From the Dulwich Society collection) 



included Billy Batten, who reputedly turned down an offer from Manchester United prior 

to moving from Hunslet to Hull. Whilst at Hull it is believed Billy was the highest paid 

footballer, of any code, in the world. 

The ground was last used for Senior football by St Andrews whilst members of the Spartan 

League. Joining in 1992, they resigned midway through the 1993/94 season. St Andrews 

pre-date Hamlet, having been founded in 1888. Subsequent alterations mean the pitch is 

now believed to be too small to host Senior football. 

Between the wars Burbage Road hosted seventeen tennis clubs, renting land prior to the 

complete redevelopment of Hammond’s dairy farm. The farmer had been known to 

complain people stood on his cowshed to watch the cycling. 

The Herne Hill venue seemingly had a reputation for pick pocketing during big football 

matches. When Hamlet lost the London Charity Cup Final 1-0 to Nunhead in December 

1913, both sides played most of the second half with ten men due to injury, a pick pocket 

gang worked through the crowd during the trophy presentation by Lord Kinnaird. The gang 

relieved many spectators of their possessions before the crowd of over 6,000 realised what 

was happening. Some of the pickpockets were subsequently beaten up. The South London 

Observer reported receiving reports of similar incidents earlier that year.  

Match referee James Richard ‘Dickie’ Schumacher also 

officiated at the 1912 F.A. Cup Final and replay. RMS Titanic 

sank between the two matches. A collection was held for the 

relief fund at the replay, raising £49 1s 2d. The Football 

Association extended the 1911/12 football season to permit 

charity matches for the same cause. Hamlet forwards George 

Shipway and James Wilkie represented the Isthmian League 

versus champions London Caledonians in a match which raised 

£10 3s 8d. Caley’s won 3-2. Shortly after James Wilkie 

(pictured33) turned professional, signing for Chelsea. James 

grew up in Birmingham, he was born at Moseley in 1884, and 

moved south to study art. He continued his studies whilst at Chelsea. James didn’t make 

their first team and moved to Luton Town the following season. He subsequently returned 

to London, to continue his studies, occasionally representing Brentford. James died in 1957 

and is buried in Streatham. An accomplished artist, his paintings can often be found on sale 

online. Another Isthmian League XI faced the Spartan League at Aylesbury, raising about 

£15 for the fund. Hamlet players Jack Thompson, A.A. Farquharson and Hussein Hegazi 

helped the Isthmian League to a 4-3 victory. Dickie Schumacher refereed that match. 

 
33 James Wilkie image by kind permission of the Chelsea Graves Society 



4 Hillsborough Road – C.G. Broadhurst 

Mr. C.G. Broadhurst, one of four founder members of Townley Park F.C, was known to the 

Parkites as Pa Broadhurst. He held numerous roles at the football and cricket clubs 

including Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and President. He also seems to have 

represented the Parkites at tennis. By 1897 C.G. Broadhurst lived at 4, Hillsborough Road. 

We believe this to be Creighton George Broadhurst. 

Born at Buckhurst Hill on May 15th 1859, Creighton died at his Dulwich residence on March 

31st 1934, like Pa Wilson he is buried at West Norwood Cemetery. Creighton married 

Camberwell born Jessie Wooster in 1889. Like many of those involved at Hamlet, Creighton 

was active within Dulwich Conservative Party and would have been known to Pa Wilson. 

The two men found themselves firmly on opposing sides come the 1907 Amateur schism.  

Creighton was a successful businessman; being senior partner in building firm J.W.  Hobbs 

& Co. at the time of his death. He had been associated with the firm for over sixty years. 

Broadhurst was also a member of Lloyds of London for more than thirty years, a Liveryman 

of the Ironmonger’s Company and Freeman of the City of London.  

His time at J.W. Hobbs was surprisingly eventful. The eponymous James William Hobbs 

was jailed, alongside Jabez Balfour who ran Liberator Building Society, in 1893 for fraud. 

Their fraud caused the building society to collapse owing £500m in modern money, causing 

several suicides34. Hobbs was sentenced to twelve years, Balfour to fourteen.35 Both men 

had served as Mayor of Croydon, Balfour was the Liberal M.P. for Burnley at the time of 

the Building Society’s collapse. Hobbs lived at Norbury Hall, where in 1885 he laid out the 

J.W. Hobbs’ cricket ground.36 W.G. Grace played against the Australian touring cricket team 

there in 1888. Grace was representing the C.I. Thornton England XI. Grace opened the 

batting with Bobby Abel, who learnt to play cricket in Southwark Park and is recognised as 

one of the greatest players to have represented Surrey. Also playing was full England 

football international Percy de Paravicini. Percy is known to have played football at the 

Greyhound, representing Old Etonians against Dulwich F.C. 

 

 
34 One of those to take his life, in February 1894, was 50-year-old bookseller William Penny of 100 

Copeland Road, Peckham. William had invested most of his money with Jabez 
35 Balfour initially fled to Argentina, which we had no extradition treaty with. One version of the 

tale has a police officer travelling there, effectively kidnapping him and putting Balfour on a ship 
back to Britain. 
36 The cricket ground was sold to South West Bank in 1911. They were bought out by Barclays in 

1921.  Barclays sold the site in the 1990s, a leisure centre occupies the land today. 



 

Percy de Paravicini (pictured) was arguably a 

member of the best football side ever to play in 

Dulwich. Old Etonians played here a few times; we 

know the XI for one of those matches. Whilst it wasn’t 

their strongest XI, it was a London Cup match so had 

a residency qualification, it was still a very strong XI.  

After drawing 3-3 at the Oval the teams met in 

Dulwich in January 1885, the match was drawn 1-1.37 

Old Etonians upset Dulwich by refusing to play extra 

time. Late on the Friday before the third match, 

Dulwich received a telegram from Old Etonians 

saying they had scratched from the cup in protest 

about the residency qualification. The XI who played 

at the Greyhound included the following men:  

Full internationals: John Rawlinson, Percy de Paravicini, Lord Arthur Kinnaird, 

F.A. Cup winners: John Rawlinson, Percy de Paravicini, Lord Kinnaird, Charles Foley, Philip 

Novelli 

First class cricketers: Percy de Paravicini, Charles Foley  

Philip Novelli had family links with Dulwich. His grandfather, also called Philip Novelli, was 

born in Italy in 1781 but was living in England in 1821 when Philip Junior’s father, Augustus, 

was born. Philip Senior was a successful businessman. He co-owned the firm Novelli & 

Albanelli. They had a spread of interests, including owning Egerton Mill in Bolton and 

interests in both Italy and the Middle East. Philip Senior also went into business with Swiss 

inventor Johann Georg Bodmer, a man noted for making improvements to cotton mills. 

Philip Senior was significant enough in the Manchester business world to serve as a Director 

of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce. He was also active in Free Trade circles, helping 

to found and fund the Anti Corn Law League. 

Philip Senior and Augustus were living at Wood House, College Road, Dulwich by 1850. The 

duo moved south in 1844 after Philip retired. One son, Edward, was deceased having taken 

his own life. In 1848 a second son, Lewis, died leaving a widow, Harriet, and children. A 

third son, Alexander, wanted to marry Harriet and visited her in Manchester. In January 

1850, the day before he was due back in Dulwich, Alexander strangled Harriet before 

committing suicide. Augustus took on responsibility for the two bereaved children. He also 

 
37 Some reports suggest 3-3 



had two children of his own. Philip Junior’s sister was born in Dulwich however the family 

moved a year or so prior to his birth. 

Philip Senior died in 1852 and is buried at West Norwood Cemetery. During his lifetime he 

saw his wife committed to an asylum, two of his sons commit suicide, a daughter in law 

murdered and a daughter suffer from insanity.  

Augustus held down a successful career becoming a Director of the Consolidated Bank 

Limited, though he trained as a physician.  Augustus died in 1887. 

Philip Junior was born in 1857 and followed in his father’s footsteps to Eton College and 

Cambridge University. Away from football he worked briefly as a solicitor, before working 

as a merchant. He also served as a senior Freemason. On December 4th 1905, Philip Novelli 

stepped onto the balcony fronting his office at Idol Lane, Great Tower Street and shot 

himself. He was suffering from insomnia and depression, following influenza, and had 

concerns about the safety of a significant investment in a Russian mine, due to political 

instability in the country. 

The other contender for the best side ever to play in Dulwich are Aston Villa. They played 

London Caledonians, a breakaway from Champion Hill F.C, at the Greyhound in October 

1889, declaring the following squad: - Jimmy Warner, Aldridge, Gershorn Cox, Harry Devey, 

Cowey, Barton, Arthur Brown, Albert Allen, Dickson or Archie Hunter, Moore, Dennis 

Hodgetts. 

Jimmy Warner, Arthur Brown, Archie Hunter 

and Dennis Hodgetts held F.A. Cup winners’ 

medals from 1887. The man listed as Barton is 

probably John Burton, also a member of the 

1887 cup winning side. Dickson was probably 

1887 cup final player Frankie Dawson. Allen 

and Hodgetts won full England international 

honours. Villa defeated the home side, 

strengthened by guests, 3-4.  

Caledonians subsequently moved north of the 

Thames and were Isthmian League rivals to 

Dulwich Hamlet for many years. 

The Dulwich v Old Etonians match was 

umpired by Sir James Kirkpatrick, (pictured.) 

He played in goal for the 1880 F.A. Cup 

winning Wanderers side. 

 



Creighton is presumably the same C.G. Broadhurst who can be found playing in the early 

days of football, suggesting he probably learnt the sport at public school. C.G. Broadhurst 

can be traced playing in 1876, captaining Hawks. Founded in 1875, the long-forgotten club 

played at the Robin Hood pub, close to Anerley station. Broadhurst was still with Hawks in 

January 1879, when selected to play in an England trial match. He fell just short of 

obtaining full international honours. Broadhurst seemingly left Hawks when they collapsed 

that year, one of several Hawks players to sign for Dulwich based Grey Friars F.C. Founded 

in 1877, largely from players who left the newly defunct Loughborough Junction based 

Saxons F.C, Grey Friars initially played in East London before relocating to the Greyhound 

for 1879/80. The club consisted of people from the mercantile middle classes. Broadhurst 

can be traced playing against the likes of Maidenhead (in the F.A. Cup) and Marlow. Both 

sides still exist.  

In 1881 Creighton featured in the Grey Friars side which faced Old Etonians in the F.A. Cup. 

That was one of two occasions the club made the F.A. Cup 4th Round, the last ten on one 

occasion and the last twelve the second time. The Old Etonians included the legendary 

Lord Kinnaird in their XI. One of his Grey Friar’s colleagues, Edwin Ellis, went one better 

than Broadhurst, being named as Reserve for England’s 5-4 win over Scotland in April 1879. 

The 1881 census shows Ellis lodging at 33, The Grove in Camberwell. He married at St Giles 

in February 1882. Edwin lived with his wife Ada at 19 Shenley Road. 

Grey Friars, who wore a distinctive cerise and French grey halved kit, folded in 1881. 

Broadhurst seems to have been one of two players who moved to Hendon, not the current 

Hendon club.  Come 1886 C.G. Broadhurst was still playing at Hendon, with a declared aim 

of reviving the club to their past glories. Edwin Ellis was one of several Grey Friars players 

to sign for Upton Park. In 1900 Upton Park entered the first Olympic football tournament, 

playing as Great Britain, winning the competition. As a demonstration sport, the players 

didn’t receive gold medals however the International Olympic Committee has 

subsequently awarded retrospective gold medals. 

1886 is the last known reference to Broadhurst playing regularly. There are subsequently 

multiple references to him acting as a football umpire, often working alongside legendary 

referee Major Marandin. Credited with founding future F.A. Cup winners Royal Engineers 

F.C. Marandin featured for them in two losing F.A. Cup finals, he didn’t play when they won 

the club won the cup in 1875. He also refereed eight F.A. Cup Finals. Marandin went on to 

enjoy a very successful professional career, being knighted for public service.  

Broadhurst made what was seemingly a one-off comeback in December 1899, playing in 

goal for a weakened Townley Park XI which lost 3-1 at Reigate Priory. Fred Buck, Stan Hoe 

and Harry Booker also played. He can be found representing the Parkites at cricket into the 

twentieth century. 



On National Egg Day38 in 1918 Creighton hit the headlines nationally after making the single 

largest collection in the United Kingdom, £989 2s. He was then resident at Lamorna, East 

Dulwich Grove. The 1911 Census shows Creighton residing at 134, East Dulwich Grove 

presumably the same house listed in a different manner. He was still resident at 134, East 

Dulwich Grove when he died in 1934. Creighton also owned a mansion in Surrey, Priest Hill 

at Limpsfield. The Hillsborough Road address is now covered by Alleyn’s Lower School, 134 

East Dulwich Grove was demolished to build the Dutch Estate. Creighton was associated 

with St Barnabas church, serving as a Churchwarden thus giving us another link to many of 

those involved at Hamlet. 

Creighton had two children, Phyllis and Creighton Albert. The latter attended Dulwich 

College, representing the school at rugby union in the 3rd XV and cricket in the 2nd XI. After 

leaving the College he spent time in the Royal Air Force during World War One, serving as 

a 2nd Lieutenant (Tech.) 

Later Hillsborough Road would be home to Arthur Stollery, appointed Trainer at Dulwich 

Hamlet in 1932. Arthur was ahead of his time and is credited with transforming the role of 

the football trainer. He moved to Chelsea in 1939 and subsequently managed Notts 

County. 

Imperial Hall, 72 Grove Vale 

Imperial Hall opened at 72 Grove Vale in 1902 and was converted into a cinema in 1910. 

The Hall cost around £7,000 to build, which was funded by a consortium and consisted of 

three interlinking halls. It was built by Mr. Hopkins of Adam Street, Newington. The largest 

hall held around 700-800 and had a sliding roof. The middle hall held 200. The two smaller 

halls were designed to be used as refreshment and smoking lounges whilst concerts and 

other events were held in the main hall. One of the first big events held at the Imperial was 

a public meeting in support of the London County Council proposal to run electric 

tramways from Camberwell Green to East Dulwich. 

Frederick Wall, Secretary of the Football Association was due to attend a smoker thrown 

here by the football club, to raise money for Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club, in March 1904. 

However, he was ordered to rest at home by a doctor. H.W. ‘Bert’ Hardy was Musical 

Director on the night, and one of two men accompanying the singers on musical 

instruments. Bert sold tickets from his house, 18 Oakhurst Grove. The Athletic noted 

 
38 Established in 1914 at the suggestion of the Poultry World Editor, this saw eggs collected for 

distribution to wounded servicemen. The project ceased in March 1919, having collected 41 million 
eggs, 32 million of which were sent to base hospitals in Belgium and France. Collection days were 
clearly also used as a fund-raising event 



Hamlet were staying loyal to the grand smoking concert, at a time when dinners were 

becoming more fashionable. 

Hamlet wasn’t the only footballing body to use the venue, Honor Oak F.C., Dulwich Willow 

F.C., Dulwich Wood F.C., Southern United F.C. and the Dulwich League were among those 

to hold events there. The Dulwich Wood event held there in April 1909 was chaired by Mr. 

Gayfer, who appears in this booklet. 

The building closed in 1935, was demolished and replaced by a new cinema. This ceased 

to be a cinema in the 1970s and was demolished in 2001. Housing now stands on the site. 

61 Landells Road – Lionel Wynne  

Lionel Clarence Wynne was a lost 

name in Hamlet’s history until very 

recently. He was known only to us as 

an entry in the 75th Anniversary 

history, listing L. Wynne as a founder 

player with Dulwich Hamlet F.C. 

Fortunately in Autumn 2025 a 

descendant of the Wynne family 

contacted the Dulwich Society, they 

spotted the connection. The photo 

shows Lionel on the left. 39 

Lionel was one of five children born to Cassandra and Alfred Wynne. Alfred was employed 

within the stained-glass window industry; he and his wife were half cousins. The couple 

moved from Marylebone, where Lionel was born on September 20th 1873, on or after 

1878. On February 11th 1884 James became the sixth male pupil to enlist at Dulwich Hamlet 

school. Lionel was the seventh. The brothers joined from Gypsy Road Infant School. The 

duo then lived at 3 Alleyn Cottages, Park Hall Road also spending time at 274 Crystal Palace 

Road. The brothers left Dulwich Hamlet school on April 3rd 1885 and October 1st 1886 

respectively. By 1891 the family were resident in Norwood. The children clearly retained 

links with the Dulwich area. When Dulwich Hamlet Old Boys’ Club was established in 1893, 

J. Wynne was its West Dulwich representative, we presume this to be Lionel’s older 

brother James. James also made his living in the stained-glass industry and is next to Lionel 

in the image. Lionel, as a playing member of Dulwich Hamlet F.C.  attended Dulwich Hamlet 

school, as did his sister Cassie, formally Louise Cassandra. Lionel’s playing record with 

 
39 Photograph by kind permission of Anne McClean 



Hamlet is unclear. In the very early days, the club simply didn’t attract media coverage. By 

the time it did, Lionel had either departed or was in the Reserves.  

The family were very musical. It is clear Lionel was an exceptional singer. In 1888 he 

performed as a soloist at the Ivor Novello arranged Oratorio Concert season held at St 

James Hall. The Morning Post Review praised Lionel and fellow soloist Frank Lambert,40 

describing them as “Westminster Abbey boys”,41 though Lionel doesn’t appear in the 

Abbey’s records.  Lionel and Cassie indubitably both sang in Mr. Stedman’s Choir. 

Stedman’s Choir, founded in 1877, had a very high reputation back in the day and were 

booked for many prestigious events. Given the importance of music and singing in the early 

Hamlet social events, it seems plausible the duo may have featured at those too. 

Lionel was born in 1873 and died on October 31st 1938, having spent much of his adult life 

in the Streatham / Wimbledon / Norwood areas Lionel served with the Royal Navy 

Volunteer Reserve during World War One and worked for a South African gold mining 

company in the City of London. He never married. 

159 Lordship Lane – Stan Hann 

The residence of Stan Hann. He was one of the key forwards in the Hamlet’s early years, 

usually playing outside left, and a long serving player. A Committee member in the very 

early days, Stan remained involved off the pitch after retiring serving as Honorary Assistant 

Treasurer. The Honorary Treasurer was Pa Wilson. When Hamlet introduced Honorary Life 

Membership, Stan was one of the three inaugural members.  

Stan was living here with his parents in 1891 and in 1901, then aged 22. He attended 

Goodrich Road School rather than Dulwich Hamlet School, becoming one of the first 

players to join when the club went open. The decision to go open also saw Doddy Wight 

and Arthur L. Newman join. All three gave fine service.  

Stan’s father, William George Hann, was a tailor. Unusually for the club he appears to have 

been a Liberal politically. In 1890 a W. Hann topped the poll for the Camden Ward of 

Camberwell Vestry, and was a leading member of North Camberwell Liberal and Radical  

 

 

 
40 We suspect this is noted composer and pianist Frank Lambert (1868-1925) He died relatively 

young, due to alcoholism 
41 Morning Post December 7th 1888. Lionel performed in Judith; an oratorio written by Hubert 

Parry. Parry is today better remembered as the man who set Jerusalem to music. Judith was 
revived in 2019, its first performance in London since May 1889 



 

W.G. Hann’s advert in the 1913/14 Dulwich Hamlet handbook 

Image above from the Dulwich Hamlet collection, Image below from the Dulwich Society collection 

 

Park Hall Road, once home to the Wynne family 



 

 

 

Stan Hann 

Taken from the 1914/15 Dulwich Hamlet handbook 

Image from the Dulwich Hamlet collection 

 



Association.42 William’s political activity means the family 

were probably known to Lorraine Wilson prior to Stan 

joining the club. William Hann was active behind the 

scenes at Dulwich Hamlet. The club recognised his service, 

presenting him a clock as a mark of appreciation in 1904.  

Stan was a railway clerk but suffered from ill health. In 

January 1903 the local media noted he was seriously ill, 

“again.” However, he lived into his 80s. The picture comes 

from a 1900/1901 Dulwich Hamlet team photograph. 

461 Lordship Lane – Matthew Wallace 

The 1901 address of Matthew Wallace J.P., 

who presided at numerous early Hamlet 

functions. From 1896 until 1899 Matthew 

was Chairman of the Dulwich Estate 

Governors. Given the lack of football 

pitches locally, and the number of 

controlled by the Estate, he was a useful 

man to have onside. The original Dulwich 

F.C. folded after relocating to Shepherd’s 

Bush, unable to secure a pitch in Dulwich.  

Matthew’s civic career saw him sit on the 

Corporation of London, serve as Mayor of 

Camberwell43 and sit on the governing body 

of Dulwich College. Matthew became the 

first Mayor of Camberwell in 1900, having 

previously been Chairman of the Vestry. 

Fellow Liberal George Whiteley was 

expected to take the role, until it was 

discovered his job disqualified him from serving as Mayor. One of Matthew’s official duties 

as Mayor was to open Grove Vale Council Depot in 1901. 

A Scot, born in Kirkintilloch, Matthew prospered after moving to London. Late in life 

Matthew claimed he walked the entire way south. In 1904 he was the sole owner of Albion 

 
42 This man was a good violinist, his band provided entertainment to the Association. Stan’s father 

is known to have provided musical entertainment at early Hamlet functions 
43 The image shows Matthew in his Mayoral robes. Painted by Joseph Solomon, the painting is 

owned by Southwark and is used under a Creative Commons Licence, with our thanks 



Iron Company, Upper Thames Street. Unusually for the early days of Hamlet, Matthew was 

a Liberal and stood for election in Glasgow in 1904 as a Radical. His active involvement in 

the club may have ceased during the first decade of the 20th century. His last known active 

involvement was to chair the Annual Dinner at Charterhouse Hotel in 1906, though he 

subsequently served as a Vice President. Matthew is known to have moved to Sydenham. 

A local newspaper described Matthew as vain and jealous.  

12 Magdala Terrace – The Clement brothers 

This was the home in 1881 of Reginald44 and Gilbert 

Clement. The brothers are the two who got away in the 

early days of Dulwich Hamlet. The family were resident 

at South Grove, now Holly Grove, in 1891.  

Reginald, the older brother, was signed by Tottenham 

Hotspur from East Dulwich F.C. in 1894/95, his 20th year. 

He played inside left and was widely recognised as one 

of, if not the, best player in South London. He wrote his 

name in Spurs record books by scoring their first ever 

F.A. Cup hat trick, versus Old St Stephen’s. His son Archie 

played professionally, including a spell at Millwall. 

Gilbert left Dulwich St Peter’s for Spurs in 1897; he 

played first team football but didn’t quite break through 

and returned to Dulwich St Peter’s, subsequently rejecting invitations to play for Spurs 

Reserves in favour of representing Dulwich St Peter’s. Gilbert suffered health issues and 

was sent to a health resort late in 1897. 

After seeing action during the Boer War, Gilbert signed for Hamlet. Hamlet were happy 

with Percy Morris and Doddy Wight at the back. Gilbert soon departed, probably without 

representing the club at First XI level. Gilbert can be found representing the Reserves.  

Reginald was known to Spurs fans as Totsy. The brothers were also good cricketers, 

Reginald captained East Dulwich Hanover C.C. whilst playing for Spurs. Hanover occupied 

what contemporary reports describe as “a pretty enclosure on Lordship Lane” but became 

defunct in November 1898.  

 
44 Reginald Clement mage provided by THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. With thanks to 

The British Newspaper Archive www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk  and dates to 1896 

 



After leaving Spurs Reginald is known to have represented Chatham, Grays and 

Sittingbourne. In 1901 he was living in East Ham and subsequently moved to Chatham. 

Both brothers served during World War One. 

Gilbert Clement represented South London Schools 

when they won the Corinthian London Schools Shield 

in 1894. The trophy was presented by Mrs. N.L. 

Jackson, her husband is widely credited with founding 

the famous Corinthian F.C., though this may not be 

totally correct. The match was refereed by England 

football captain Charlie Wreford-Brown. (Pictured.) In 

1906 Wreford-Brown was a leading figure in the 

creation of the Amateur Football Alliance, helping 

cause the 1907 split which proved so important in 

Hamlet’s history. Charlie is widely credited with 

coining the term soccer and played county cricket. 

Several of the victorious South London team enjoyed 

significant careers as amateurs, including Teddie 

Booker. At least one turned professional, Herbert Rainbird joined Tottenham Hotspur from 

West Norwood in 1902. The move didn’t work out, he subsequently played for short lived 

Nunhead based professional outfit Southern United and Grays United before being re-

instated as an amateur in 1907. Rainbird attended Eltringham Street school. Future Arsenal 

player and full Scottish international Tom Fitchie, Haselrigge Road school, also played. Tom 

was still eligible to play when South London won the Shield again in 1896. Officially Tom 

remained an amateur however a family member has suggested online he was quite happy 

to find pound notes in his football boots.45 The trophy, first competed for in 1892, survives 

as an Under 15s competition. 

100 Melbourne Grove – the Booker brothers 

This was home in 1891 to Teddie and Harry Booker, two of Hamlet’s finest early players. 

Teddie, formally Edward - a name he shared with his father who worked as a joiner- and 

Harry, formally Henry, subsequently left Hamlet for Townley Park.  It appears their 

departure may not have been on friendly terms. Harry was one of the first players to join 

 
45 The author used to live in Aldershot and knows people who knew the late Johnny Berry, a 

Munich air disaster survivor. He used to tell of how Manchester United’s team met Bishop 
Auckland’s team on a train. When he asked their players why they didn’t turn professional, they 
told him they couldn’t afford to. 



Hamlet, along with William Lloyd, George Horton, 

Lionel Wynne, G. Gillett and D. Gillett. Teddie joined 

during the first season, when a second XI was 

established. T. Simpson joined at the same time. 

Teddie, pictured46, would serve as Honorary Secretary 

to the Reserve XI in 1894/95 before moving up to the 

First XI. The brothers became two of the most 

important early players. Teddie subsequently 

departed Dulwich Hamlet School for City of London 

School, in 1894, on a £30 Drapers’ Company 

scholarship. Both Teddie and his brother Harry 

departed Dulwich Hamlet for Townley Park in October 

1899. The South London Mail reported this was “the 

first desertion the club has ever endured.”47 

Teddie’s time at Townley Park was disrupted by him 

going up to Cambridge University, where he 

represented the university at football versus Oxford 

and played cricket to a high standard. Starting out as an outside left, Cambridge University 

converted him to a centre forward, Teddie often played left back for Townley Park. Teddie 

was also a member of Corinthian F.C. An obituary published in the Norwood Press & 

Dulwich Advertiser stated he was the only “Council schoolboy” honoured with membership 

by Corinthian.  

It seems Teddie represented South London Schools at cricket as a youngster. He was a 

leading player in Dulwich Hamlet school’s very successful 1892 cricket team, playing 

alongside Amos Spring, Jimmy Williamson and Arthur Knight. Harry spent time as Dulwich 

Hamlet C.C.’s Honorary Secretary, being replaced in 1900 by E.G. Barnett. In 1895, Teddie 

topped the batting averages with 11.4,48 whilst Harry was fourth in the bowling averages 

with 5.33, just behind George Horton. The cricket club had become an exclusive pupil and 

old boys’ side that season, winning 18 matches, losing 9 and drawing 1. Harry and his father 

were among the singers at the club’s first Annual Dinner, held at the Greyhound in 1896. 

Teddie became a clergyman serving in Great Yarmouth and Tunbridge Wells, though his 

main living seems to have come through teaching. His last position was at a school in 

Uckfield, where he died aged 35 in 1919. He was pre-deceased by Harry. Whilst in Sussex 

 
46 Image provided by THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk    

47 South London Mail October 21st 1899, this is factually dubious 
48 Scores were typically substantially lower then, due to the standard of pitches 



Teddie played for Eastbourne Town, where he was regarded by many contemporaries as 

their finest ever player. This was some accomplishment given one of his teammates was 

Harold Bache, an England amateur international viewed as one of West Bromwich Albion’s 

all-time greats. Teddie also spent time in Boston, Massachusetts, ahead of his departure 

Townley Park presented him with a gold watch in the summer of 1903.  

In 1897 Harry Booker was resident at 5 Lytcott Grove, named after Colonel Thomas Lytcott. 

Melbourne Grove is named after Melbourne in Derbyshire. 

Contemporaries used both Teddy and Teddie. It appears in later life, he reverted to using 

Edward. 

1 Oakfield Cottages and 23 Chancellor Road – G. Horton 

1 Oakfield Cottages was the residence of George 

Horton49 in 1891. It is now known as 15 Ildersly 

Grove.  

Born at Gayton in Northamptonshire in 1876, 

after George’s family moved south he attended 

Dulwich Hamlet school. In 1891 George was living 

with his parents, working as a Clerk aged 15.  

George was a founder member of the football 

club and became a key figure in the early days of 

Dulwich Hamlet, captaining the club at both 

football and cricket. George was football Vice-

Captain in 1895/96 and Captain the following 

season. He also sang at the first Annual Dinner, 

held at the Greyhound in 1896. Ill health brought 

his football career to a premature close, he was 

known to miss games during his time at Hamlet 

through ill health. 

 

 

 
49 George Horton mage provided by THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. With thanks to The 

British Newspaper Archive www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk   

 



Hugh Lloyd and George Horton 

 

 

Taken Dulwich Hamlet’s 1913/14 handbook 
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George was captain when Hamlet won the Camberwell & Brixton League in 1896/97. That 

season saw George shift from outside right to right half back. George was a slight man, 

weighing 9st 3lb, but noted as a very hard worker. He did suffer a little on the pitch, George 

was bedridden after being kicked during the second season in the Camberwell and Brixton 

League and lost a tooth after being kicked in the mouth during the title winning season. 

George also captained Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club, leading them to claim the South 

London Cricket Association Junior Cup in 1896. Hamlet lost the final to University College 

House (UCH) Cricket Club but lodged a protest over the age of several opponents. When 

UCH were ordered to produce birth certificates, they failed to do so. UCH were disqualified. 

George continued playing cricket for the club after his enforced retirement from football. 

His best-known bowling performance is a remarkable six wickets for two runs. Arthur 

‘Badger’ Knight acted as his Assistant Captain for several seasons. Arthur subsequently 

became another of the few men to captain Hamlet at both sports. 

The Horton family were living at 23 Chancellor Road come the 1901 census. His father 

James had now retired, he had worked as a coachman, George remained employed as a 

Clerk. Brother William – who is known to have represented Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club - 

was employed as a tailor, sister Eva as a dressmaker. The following year George married 

Louise Knight Durant at All Saints, Lovelace Road. One of the witnesses was Kate Spring, 

sister to Amos Spring who appears in this booklet. James Horton was now deceased.  

Post World War One the couple lived in Beckenham, with George working as a bookkeeper. 

The couple went on to have three daughters. The family subsequently resided at Petts 

Wood.  

In 1919 George was one of three civilians recognised for bravery by Dulwich police. He was 

assaulted whilst aiding police in quelling a disturbance at Peckham Rye. A group of youths 

became rowdy after being thrown out of a pub. The police present called for 

reinforcements and the group were arrested, however the police and the civilians who 

assisted were on the receiving end of hail of missiles as they took those arrested to the 

police station. George received a cash reward and was presented with a valuable silver 

mounted walking stick.  

George died in 1946, aged 70, and was cremated at West Norwood. His estate was worth 

£7,203. 

 

 

 



18 Oakhurst Grove – Bert Hardy 

The long-standing home of Dulwich Hamlet F.C. Life Member and Reserve Team Secretary 

Bert Hardy. Bert sold tickets for a 1904 concert from the address and died here in 1952, 

aged 74. Bert was associated with the club for decades, starting as a player before 

becoming an official.  

A schoolteacher at Dulwich Hamlet school, Bert’s association with South London Schools 

Football Association ensured a regular flow of talented youngsters joined Dulwich Hamlet. 

Perhaps his most important achievement was pulling together a group of youngsters to 

maintain the ground and represent the club during World War One, helping keep the club 

alive. This led to the post war establishment of Dulwich Hamlet Juniors, replacing Dulwich 

St Barnabas who previously blooded youngsters for the club. 

Bert was also involved with South London schoolboy cricket and athletics. For years he was 

a mainstay of Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club. In 1927 the club stated the cricket section 

would probably have disappeared if it wasn’t for his work. 

When Hamlet established the Life Membership category the first three men elected were 

Bert, Stan Hann and Harold Clegg. The latter was a player either side of World War One 

who subsequently gave the club good service off the pitch. 

21 Oakhurst Grove – The Hoe brothers 

This was the home to the Hoe family in 1892. 

Georgiana was head of the family; husband 

Alfred ran the Red Bull in Peckham but had died 

in 1884. The couple are known to have had nine 

children. Percy, (pictured50) born 1876, and 

Stanley, born 1879, were leading members of 

the local sporting community. Both represented 

Townley Park at football and cricket. In 1903/04 

Stanley played every position on the field for the 

Parkites by the last week in November.  

An older brother, Alfred, was a leading member 

of Goldsmiths Institute F.C. A sister, Mrs. E.C. 

Mawbey of 173 East Dulwich Grove was 

Chairman of Dulwich Conservative Association’s 

Women’s Committee. Mawbey died in 1933, 

 
50 Image provided by THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk    



E.G. Gayfer was among those present at her funeral. A photograph of Mrs. Mawbey voting 

in the 1923 General Election can be found in The Times but cannot be reproduced here for 

copyright reasons. We suspect her husband was H.T. Mawbey. He played football and 

cricket for East Dulwich Hanover and football for Dulwich St Peter’s. 

Percy learnt to play football at Ardingly School, representing West Norwood and Civil 

Service prior to joining Townley Park. Percy spent time as the Parkites Honorary Secretary 

often playing alongside future Hamlet man Fred Buck up front. Hoe also captained the club 

at cricket, Percy was a good batsman and leg break bowler. Percy died at St Francis’ 

Hospital in 1954. An accountant by trade, he worked for Australian department store 

Anthony Hordern & Sons.51 Percy seems not to have married, in 1911 he was living at 

Thurlow Park with his mother. The 1920’s sees him living at 173 East Dulwich Grove with 

his sister and brother-in-law. He was living at Village Way at the time of his death.  

Stanley saw action during the Boer War. He enlisted in the Imperial Yeomanry on January 

22nd 1900 and spent sixteen months at the front. A couple of days after his return, Stanley 

attended a Parkites function at the Magdala. At the time of the event, future Hamlet player 

Fred Buck was still at the front. In 1904 Stanley lived at 88 Thurlow Park Road and was the 

club’s Assistant Honorary Secretary. Stanley usually a half back, died suddenly of heart 

failure whilst visiting Georgiana at 13 Thurlow Park Road on April 20th 1913. His funeral 

was held at All Saints’, he is buried at Forest Hill Cemetery. 

Percy was clearly influential at Townley Park. He was a key voice in causing them to 

abandon their initial policy of not entering a league. Like many at Townley Park, Percy was 

actively involved in the Amateur Football Association breakaway from the Football 

Association which proved so beneficial to Dulwich Hamlet. He was one of the Parkites’ 

representatives at Holborn Restaurant on August 15th 1907, when a vote formally 

approved the creation of Surrey Amateur Football Association. The South London Observer 

regretted how entrenched the situation became, writing on September 21st that long 

standing friendships had been lost due to the split. The suspicion must be this included a 

few friendships which straddled the Hamlet / Parkites divide. 

The Hoe’s sister Marguerite (known as Margery Matthews after her marriage) ran a school 

for 5–8-year-olds at 90 Croxted Road from the 1920’s. The school dispensed a Victorian 

governess style education to a maximum of twelve pupils until its closure in 1966, by which 

time its methods were distinctly old fashioned and quirky. Parents had to write a weekly 

report detailing their child’s behaviour for Margery, who would reply with her comments. 

The school closed due to Margery’s failing health. 

 
51 Anthony Hordern briefly lived at Toksawa, a large house on Dulwich Common, in 1884 whilst 

travelling around Europe. 
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Peckham Rye 

Peckham Rye is a combination of Peckham Rye Common and Peckham Rye Park. 

Camberwell Vestry secured the rights of the Lord of the Manor in 1868, including the 

Common and Goose Green. Public demand saw the area become very busy and in 1868 

the Vestry purchased 51 acres surrounding Homestall Farm, to create a park. Peckham Rye 

Park formally opened in 1894; some reports suggest 100,000 people attended the 

ceremony. When it opened twelve acres was reserved for cricket and two acres for tennis. 

When the Homestall Farm leaseholder died in 1907, that land was added to the park.  

Hamlet are first known to have played here, as the away team, on March 17th 1894, losing 

3-6 to Herne Rovers. That season Hamlet played 24 games, winning 18, drawing 2 and 

losing 4. They scored 101 goals, conceding just 20. Dulwich Hamlet cricket team certainly 

played at Peckham Rye, for example they met Camberwell Ivy here in July 1897.  

Over the years the park hosted numerous football clubs, including Nunhead Thursday F.C. 

in 1913, and at least one F.A. Cup winning player. Nunhead Thursday were members of 

South London Thursday League. It seems likely the league did not re-emerge post-World 

War One, the South London Thursday Cricket League did reform.  

Clopton Lloyd-Jones represented St Mary’s College on Peckham Rye in 1875 /76. In 1880 

Clopton scored the only goal as Clapham Rovers defeated Oxford University in the F.A. Cup 

Final. Clopton was selected for Wales in1884/85 but was unavailable and didn’t play. Based 

at Hanover Park, St Mary’s College closed in the 1890’s. After returning to his native 

Shropshire, Lloyd-Jones’ career ended when Shrewsbury Castle Blues F.C. were disbanded 

in 1886 after being found guilty of consistently violent play. Clopton died in 1918. 

You suspect the early Hamlet players would have been very surprised if someone told them 

Dulwich Hamlet Supporters Club F.C. would play football on Peckham Rye a hundred years 

later. 

34 Pellatt Road – W.J. Wilkie 

Dulwich Heber were another club from the area noted for supporting charitable causes.  

Woolwich Arsenal, player Joe Powell died in 1896, having broken his arm playing leading 

to Tetanus and Sepsis. The club bought Joe out of the South Staffordshire Regiment after 

he impressed playing against them, he captained Woolwich Arsenal in their first season as 

a Football League club. Joe’s arm was amputated to try and stop his decline, to no avail. 

Dulwich Heber donated 6s 3d to a fund established to support his wife and young child. 

Their donation was forwarded by their Honorary Secretary, Mr. W. J. Wilkie of 34 Pellatt 

Road. Wilkie was well known to Dulwich Hamlet having played against them many times, 

usually in goal. 



William James Wilkie was someone who moved around. In 1891 he was at Rodwell Rd. 

1895 he was living at 15 Pellatt Road. By 1897 he was living at 22 Pellatt Road. His father 

had been a Sergeant Major in the Indian army, some of William’s siblings were born in 

India. The road is named after Apsley Pellatt, M.P. for Southwark from 1852 until 1857. His 

father, also Apsley Pellatt, established the successful Falcon Glass Works at Holland Street 

in Bankside.  

Dulwich Heber used the Samuel Bowly Coffee Tavern,52 74 Peckham Rye as headquarters 

around this time. The club spent time playing at Woodwarde Road at the turn of the 

twentieth century. In their early days the club were simply known as Heber. They ended 

their days as East Dulwich F.C., taking on the name after the original East Dulwich F.C. 

failed. Dulwich Heber also had a cricketing wing. 

Poplar Walk 

One of the early homes of Wingfield House F.C., who subsequently changed their name to 

Nunhead. In March 1901 Hamlet played an important Dulwich League game here. 

Wingfield House were runners up in that seasons’ London Junior Cup, which Hamlet won 

the previous season. The rivalry between the two sides was such Wingfield House were 

reported to be deeply disappointed not to equal Hamlet’s achievement and secure the 

London Junior Cup. Hamlet won 4-1 that day, to strengthen their lead at the head of the 

Dulwich League. 

Brixton F.C. were in residence prior to Wingfield House, Hamlet also visited whilst Brixton 

held the lease. Wingfield House took up residence ahead of 1900/01, offering a season 

ticket for half-a-crown. They departed ahead of 1902/03, moving to Wavertree Road 

ground, Streatham Hill - located nearly opposite Telford Avenue. They were replaced at 

Poplar Walk by St John’s, Kennington. Their stay was probably also short lived, builders 

moved in the same year. The ground was another known to be muddy in inclement 

weather.  

Red Post Hill (Alleyn F.C.) 

Another ground Hamlet have played at. Truth be told it appears the ground was more a 

field, awaiting development as Dulwich Estate had leased it to a builder. Alleyn took it on 

in 1902, the location was reportedly in very poor condition when they arrived. Alleyn had 

little option, they had been booted out of Camber Athletic Ground in Dulwich Village to 

 
52 Named after a noted abolitionist and temperance advocate. 



protect it for cricket. Alleyn hoped to get Burbage Road 

however Ibis Cricket Club had sole occupancy and had 

promised Borough Polytechnic preference, if they 

permitted football.  

Hamlet played at this ground in December 1902. 

Unfortunately, the pitch was very poor, sloping badly, 

rough and frosty. To quote the Morning Post match report 

“The ground does not lend itself to a scientific exposition 

of the game.” An attempt to pay the home side to play the 

match at Hamlet, due to the risk of injury, failed. The sides 

drew 1-1 in the Surrey Senior Cup, Percy Morris (pictured) 

sustained a bad injury which was thought to be pitch 

related. The replay was drawn 2-2. Hamlet won 3-0 at the 

third time of asking, watched by 3,000 at Champion Hill. 

Alleyn returned to Camber Athletic Ground for 1903/04.  

The ground was in the gardens at Casina House, often called Casino House. The house held 

around sixteen acres and stood roughly opposite modern day Poplar Walk. The last 

substantial house here was built around 1800 and designed by John Nash. The final 

resident died in 1894, after which the house was simply too expensive to run to let out. It 

was decided to demolish the property in 1906. Part of the gardens survive until today as 

Sunray Gardens. 

Red Post Hill (Borough Polytechnic F.C.) 

The Red Post Hill ground used by Borough Polytechnic at the same time as Alleyn were in 

Red Post Hill was a different, and superior, ground. This ground was controlled by Borough 

Polytechnic Institute. The ground also hosted Borough Polytechnic Cricket Club. 

Hamlet played a match in the Southern Suburban League in October 1901. Whilst the 

weather was good on the day, nearby Sunray Avenue was fog bound. Hamlet won 7-0, 

making the aggregate score between the two sides that season 14-2.  

Borough Polytechnic moved to Red Post Hill in 1900, after losing their previous site at 

Honor Oak to a water company. The Red Post Hill site, which lay 200 yards from North 

Dulwich station, hosted two cricket pitches, five tennis courts and a football pitch. Laying 

out the site cost £140. By the end of the decade, Battersea Polytechnic were in situ at the 

ground. Borough Polytechnic took over the Burbage Road sports site in 1910. The pavilion 

there burnt down a few weeks into their occupancy. 

In January 1908 South London Corinthians, who were based at Champion Hill, defeated 

Borough Polytechnic 13-0 here in the Second Round of the London Minor Cup. 



 

Casino / Casina – see Red Post Hill (Alleyn F.C.) Built for solicitor Richard Shawe, John 

Nash was the architect, Humphrey Repton was responsible for the garden design 

Casino image from the Dulwich Society collection, C.W. Train image in the public domain 

 

 

Charles William Train V.C 1890- 1965 

Charles was lost to the club until a surviving 

copy of News of the Pink & Blue Brigade 

emerged, which congratulated Charles on 

winning the V.C. on December 18th 1917. 

Born in 1890 and resident at Islington in 1891, 

1901 and 1911, his relationship with Hamlet is 

unknown but was strong. Charles is known to 

have played football, for St Thomas church 

Islington. Charles was a member of the official 

DHFC Easter Tour party to the Netherlands in 

1913, when Hamlet defeated Ajax, and was 

invited to the 21st anniversary celebration 

banquet. News of the Pink and Blue Brigade 

simply described him as a friend of the club. 

Charles survived the war. A testimonial fund 

for Charles received donations of £10 10s from 

Arsenal and Spurs. 

Image: V.C. presentation Blendecques, August 1918 

 



114 Rosendale Road – the Lawrence family 

In 1911 this was the home of Walter and Eliza Lawrence and their family. The couple were 

living in the road when they married in 1884. Seven years later they were living in a coach 

house at Thurlow Park Road. They returned to Rosendale Road by 1901 and were still living 

here in 1921, running it as a boarding house. Walter was coachman to a doctor. We know 

of five sons, all represented Hamlet. 

Oldest son Claude was not present that night and had probably moved out. Claude played 

a significant role at Dulwich Hamlet, being a first team regular and Committee member. 

He appears to have been one of Pa’s proteges off the field. The photograph on the next 

page shows the unveiling of Hamlet’s World War One memorial. We believe the man 

clearly visible to Pa’s right is Claude. Could that perhaps be his mother and father behind 

Claude? All three look a little lost in thought. If it is them, and you read the names on the 

war memorial, you will see why. 

Second son Arthur, a 24-year-old chauffeur, is known to have represented the club, in the 

lesser sides. Robert, a 22-year-old chauffeur, appears on the Dulwich Hamlet School war 

memorial and is known to have played first team football. He was killed in action on 

October 19th 1918 whilst serving with the Royal Field Artillery. In 1915 Robert won the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal, second only to the Victoria Cross for Non-Commissioned 

personnel, after using flags to signal to the firing line at Hooge when communication wires 

were broken by enemy shells. He did so from a very exposed position, knowing it would 

make him a target for snipers. Robert was killed when a billet he was resting in was struck 

by a shell close to the end of the war. 

20-year-old Cecil, a law clerk, had a varied career with Hamlet. He was a good all-round 

sportsman, known to have won athletics medals and played cricket. A member of Dulwich 

Hamlet School’s very successful 1903 football team, he also represented South London 

Schools and London Schools, winning the English Schools Championship with the latter. In 

1907 he won the London Junior Cup with Dulwich St Barnabas. Cecil appeared for the first 

team in the 1908/09/10 Surrey Senior Cup Finals. His career was hindered by the presence 

of Hamlet legend Arthur Knight, who often kept Cecil out of the first team. A photo of Cecil 

can be found in the Daily Express dated April 4th 1912 but cannot be reproduced here for 

copyright reasons. 

Walter, an 18-year-old Bookkeeper, is known to us as a Hamlet player solely through his 

presence on our war memorial. He is also recorded on the Dulwich Hamlet School war 

memorial. A pre-war territorial, Walter was Hamlet’s first war casualty, dying on December 

2nd 1914. He served with the Royal Bucks Hussars who were still in England at the time of 

his death. Walter was no-longer associated with the club; his regiment of choice suggests  



 

 

The image shows the unveiling of the club war memorial. We believe the people in the 

background may be Claude Lawrence and his parents. 

 



 

 

 

Claude Lawrence 

Taken from the 1914/15 Dulwich Hamlet handbook 
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he may have relocated. At the time of his death, Arthur, Claude and Cecil were also serving 

in the army. Robert subsequently enlisted.  

Over 100 men associated with Hamlet served during World War One, 22 died. Robert was 

the penultimate death. The last death was Percy Sills on November 6th 1918, he died in 

hospital in Grimsby. Percy’s death was controversial, concerns he was not properly treated 

saw questions asked in the House of Commons. In 1911 Percy was a lodger at 154 

Rosendale Road. Then 23, he worked as a Compositor. A third resident of the road can be 

found on Hamlet’s war memorial, Walter Reginald Wheeler, known as Reginald, died in 

Salonika on March 31st 1917. Born in Sussex, come 1911 he was a 21-year-old clerk living 

with his parents at 107 Rosendale Road. Reginald was a player and Committee member at 

Dulwich St Barnabas. Despite the surname, he was not a close relation of George Wheeler. 

St Barnabas Church 

When Dulwich Hamlet moved into the Senior ranks at the turn of the twentieth century, 

they decided to bring Dulwich St Barnabas F.C. into the club. The team, which emerged out 

of the church and Dulwich Hamlet school,53 were in the Junior ranks and were used to 

blood youngsters in adult football. Many of the players used by the club were ex Dulwich 

Hamlet schoolboys, including the first two club Secretaries Charles Bate and Harry Grape. 

Whilst some players would move through the ranks, others never played for Dulwich 

Hamlet. Several men who appear on the Dulwich Hamlet war memorial are only known to 

us as Dulwich St Barnabas players. The St Barnabas club initially wore amber and black. 

Surviving photos suggest they started to wear old Hamlet shirts, passed down from the 

senior teams. In 1910 they ran three teams, their Honorary Secretary E.G. Brown lived at 

26 Beauval Road. 

Post World War One, Dulwich Hamlet established Dulwich Hamlet Junior Section, which 

effectively replaced Dulwich St Barnabas. Dulwich St Barnabas appear to have played on 

independently for a while. 

St Barnabas was built on land donated by the Governors of the College, due to increased 

demand for pew space locally. They also provided some of the funding required however 

a considerable amount was raised from local donors. F.S. Buck was one of those donors. 

Another link with the local football scene comes through Canon Howard Nixon. He was the 

first appointee at St Barnabas and served until 1935, dying the following year aged 78. 

Howard was closely associated with both George Daniell and Pa Wilson. He appears to 

have shared a muscular Christian outlook with the duo. Many expected Daniell to be 

appointed to St Barnabas, the contemporary local media simply stated this could not be  

 
53 South London Press July 24th 1914 
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agreed. Oxford graduate Nixon subsequently transferred from Kingston upon Thames, 

where he served for ten years. 

During construction a temporary iron church was built in Woodwarde Road, opening in 

September 1891. This was removed in 1913. Building work on the permanent church was 

completed in 1895.  

 

 

St Barnabas circa 1908. When Frank Wallers married Sid Buck’s sister here, the media noted 

both men spent hours playing cricket on the pitch shown in their younger years54 

The architect responsible for St Barnabas was William Wood of the Newcastle based firm 

Oliver, Leeson & Wood. Wood was responsible for numerous churches over his career. The 

church known to those listed in this booklet was destroyed by fire in 1992, the remains 

were demolished in 1993 permitting construction of the current church. Pa Wilson was a 

member of the congregation at the destroyed church. 

The Parish Hall is known to have been used for concerts by Dulwich Hamlet Rambling Club. 

 

 

 
54 From the Dulwich Society collection 



 

 

Born on June 20th 1889, T. William Kirk was Dulwich St Barnabas’ Captain in 1907/08 and 

Honorary Secretary from 1910/11 until the end of 1912/13. He became Hamlet’s Honorary 

Secretary in 1913/14 but stepped down during World War One. He was a member of the 

official touring party which travelled to Germany over Easter 1914.  Kirk is believed to be a 

Dulwich Hamlet school old boy. He was also active in the Dulwich Heart of Oak Benefit 

Society and served on the Dulwich Amateur Football League Committee. 

Jimmy Williamson features in this booklet 

Taken from the 1914/15 Dulwich Hamlet handbook 



Sunray Avenue 

Hamlet moved to Sunray Avenue ahead of 1897/98, departing in 1902. The location was 

another basic ground, with the added challenge of spectators being able to watch for free 

from outside the ground a little too easily. The ground was infamously muddy in bad 

weather, it was memorably described as “part swamp, part jungle.” Changing rooms and 

a pitch rail appeared in the summer of 1898. The pitch work seems to have been less than 

successful as the ground was fully re-turfed in the summer of 1899. A “refreshment buffet” 

offering hot drinks was also constructed that summer.55It’s fair to say the report in The 

Sportsman report in January 1902, which suggested 14,000 watched Hamlet play 

Woodford there, was wrong. 150 paid to watch the Semi Final of the London Junior Cup 

Division IV versus Wimbledon Old Centrals here in January 1898. A third of those present 

supported the future F.A. Cup winners. Hamlet won either 2-0 or 5-0, depending on which 

report you believe. The Hamlet team’s average age was slightly over 19. Wimbledon 

unsuccessfully protested the result on the grounds the pitch was too muddy to play 

football on. The Cup Management Committee voted 2-2 on ordering a replay, the 

Chairman refused to use his casting vote for several days - he wanted to talk to the referee 

first. The referee supported the appeal, the match was ordered to be replayed at Townley 

Park. Dulwich then appealed to London Football Association. They over-ruled the decision, 

due to a technical error by the referee. At the end of it all a rather unhappy Wimbledon 

received 6d56 as their half share of the gate after expenses.  

Wimbledon returned in October 1898, admission was 2d men, 1d boys, women free. A 

below strength Hamlet side lost 3-2. The local media reported this was their first home 

defeat in three seasons. Wimbledon’s local media were not impressed by the ground, 

noting “That the dressing sheds at Dulwich resembled one of those “shows” to be seen on 

Epsom Downs on Derby Day.”57When the first team departed in 1902, the venue was 

retained for use by the Reserve team and Dulwich St Barnabas. If both were at home the 

latter used Crofton Park. When Dulwich St Barnabas joined the Hamlet family; Robert 

Pattison was their captain. Robert was another Dulwich Hamlet School old boy. The last 

currently known reference to the ground being used for football dates to 1905, when 

Borough Polytechnic defeated West Square Old Boys. The Old Boys won 3-1 despite having 

to borrow three players to make up an XI.  

 
55 South London Mail September 9th 1899 

 
56 Surrey Independent and Wimbledon Mercury January 15th 1898 
57 Ibid 



 

Sunray Avenue – date unknown 

 

Underhill Road circa 1936 

Images from the Dulwich Society Collection 



The West Square Old Boys club, which also had cricket and swimming wings, was 

associated with West Square High Grade School. They are sometimes listed as West Square 

Old Boys’ Athletic. Founded around 1902, they vanish from the media before the decade 

was out. The name was taken from the West family, they owned the land prior to 

development. 

Hamlet’s first team have also played at Crofton Park, in December 1898 they lost 2-1 to 

Nunhead there. In October Hamlet defeated Nunhead 5-0 in the reverse fixture. Note this 

was not the Nunhead who became Isthmian League rivals of Hamlet, they were called 

Wingfield House at the time of these matches. The two sides met at Crofton Park in 

November, when Nunhead defeated Wingfield House 2-1. The two met there again on 

Christmas Eve, that match ended 1-1. The visitors took the name Nunhead in 1904 after 

merging with Honor Oak. The old Nunhead club had collapsed by then.  

Dulwich Hamlet schoolboys were allowed to use Sunray Avenue on Saturday mornings. A 

Reserve team fixture at Sunray Avenue, versus Rye Hill, in December 1897, ended 0-0. The 

visitors had four goals disallowed for offside. The same month Wandsworth turned up with 

six players, the match was postponed. The Hamlet squad watched Townley Park v Lorn 

instead. Four months later the First team defeated Rotherhithe Town 12-1. The Booker 

brothers scored eleven goals, Teddy scored eight, Harry three. 

In April 1903 Henry Davis, aged 15, was fined 20s, or seven days in prison, for jumping over 

the fence at Sunray Avenue and stealing the football whilst boys from Dulwich Hamlet F.C. 

were holding a practice match on April 2nd. Someone clearly recognised him; Henry was 

arrested at his home in Camberwell. 

Sunray Avenue was also used by Dulwich Hamlet Cricket Club. They took the site on for the 

1899 season. It seems likely this was the first time they used a private ground. George 

Horton, by then retired from football due to ill health, was their captain. Arthur Knight, a 

key footballer at the club for many years, was vice captain. 

Reports of football being played here cease shortly after Hamlet departed. Dulwich St 

Barnabas seem to have used the ground in 1904/05. The last known match was a Dulwich 

Hamlet trial match in September 1905. Triallist Vernon Powditch suffered a compound 

fracture of the right leg during the match, he lived in Tottenham indicating the growing 

appeal of the club to players beyond the immediate geographic area. 

4 Tintagel Crescent – Dal Ramsay 

This was the long-term home of Mr. Alfred Dalhousie Ramsay, known to all as Dal, a clerk 

at a wool merchant in the City and long serving Dulwich Hamlet groundsman. He first 

worked for the club as an employee of Thomas Freeman when the club played at 

Freeman’s Ground. He clearly impressed; Dal was subsequently employed by the club.  



In February 1926 Edgar Kail married Dal’s daughter, Irene, at St John the Evangelist, Goose 

Green. Their wedding cake featured a footballer scoring a goal as decoration. Edgar and 

Irene, known are Rene, started married life at 5 Tintagel Crescent. Rene died young in 

1946, survived by both parents and her husband. 

Dalhousie, named after the Earl of Dalhousie, is a hill station in India. The father of authors 

Larry and Gerald Durrell died there in 1928. The Durrell family moved to 43 Alleyn Park. 

Another Hamlet groundsman, George Henry Starling, can be found living at 123 Landells 

Road in 1921, with his widowed mother. He was employed as Hamlet’s under groundman. 

Born in Camberwell in 1888, George was just 5 foot tall and weighed 112lbs on enlistment 

during World War One. His mother passed in 1921, George married Jessica Rouse in 1923, 

by which time he was Assistant Groundsman and living in Constance Road. George died in 

1960 and is buried in Camberwell New Cemetery. 

Townley Road 

 

The picture shows the Townley Park ground around 1901 

Townley Road was home to Townley Park, a multi-section sports club. Tennis and cricket 

sections are known to have existed. The four founder members were Pa Broadhurst, John 

Buck and the Wallers brothers. The Townley Park club set up appears to have been a 

relatively high-end outfit, they may be the club Pa Wilson had in mind at Hamlet’s 

21st anniversary celebration when he said he was proud Hamlet was a club for all. Hamlet 

played the village coalman; he probably wouldn’t have been allowed through the door at 



Townley Park. The two sides quickly became big rivals, when they met here in November 

1896 the South London Mail reported the match caused exceptional local interest. The 

match drew a gate of over 500. 

Like Hamlet, Townley Park were keen to support local charities. When the Parkites and 

Hamlet were the two leading local sides, from the turn of the 20th Century until Townley 

Park supported the Amateur Football Association breakaway in 1907, the sides met at 

Townley Road on Boxing Day with all profits given the charity – bar 1904 when presumably 

one of the clubs needed money. The profits were split between the two clubs that year.  

At their tenth Annual Dinner Honorary Secretary E.G. Gayfer stated Townley Park had 

donated £200 to charity over the previous four seasons. That was approximately £20,000 

in 2025 figures. Gayfer acknowledged Hamlet’s role in helping the Parkites raise the funds, 

via the Boxing Day matches.  

The funds raised were lower than they could have been, the Townley Road ground was 

infamous for being easy to watch for free by standing on the pavement. Townley Park had 

the ground on a year-by-year lease from Dulwich College and were unwilling to replace the 

low roadside fence. The South London Mail estimated the 1900 Boxing Day charity match 

between Townley Park and Hamlet saw over 1,000 fans pay their 3d admission and around 

2,000 watch for free. Unusually for a local ground, Townley Road appears not to have 

suffered too badly in wet weather. 

Townley Park were probably the biggest threat historically to Hamlet becoming the main 
side in Dulwich. The balance of power tilted significantly when the five free scoring Buck 
brothers walked out on Townley Park to sign for Dulwich Hamlet over the 1905 close 
season, despite their father being a founder member of the Townley Park club. The 
summer of 1907 saw the brothers walk out on Hamlet. The same summer Townley Park 
joined the Amateur Football Association when they broke away from the Football 
Association, hardly surprising given the leading role played in the breakaway by Parkite 
E.G. Gayfer. The two clubs were then banned from playing each other, Nunhead became 
Hamlet’s opponents on Boxing Day.  

The Amateur Football Association breakaway was not a success; the lower standard of play 
did not appeal to fans. Hamlet became unchallenged as the top team in Dulwich. One old 
Amateur Football Association club has gone on to do quite well for themselves, Townley 
Park played Ipswich Town several times. 

Townley Park dissolved during World War One, due to a lack of people to keep the club 
running. Their remaining monies were split between war and medical charities. It’s not 
clear what happened to the land after they departed. Whilst various sites in the road have 
been suggested, we have been unable to prove exactly where the club played. Whilst in 
situ, Townley Park football side occupied at least two different sites, suggesting it was a 
ground of some size. They moved within the site in 1901 to permit the old pitch to be  



 

 

The best-known image of Townley Park. The cricketer is Alec Angus Thomas who can be 
traced representing Townley Park at the end of the Edwardian era. In July 1909 one of his 

teammates against London Scottish was E. Coleman, possibly a young Bert Coleman? 

From the Dulwich Society collection 



returfed over winter, ahead of the coming cricket season. The first match on the new pitch 
was a 0-0 draw with Hamlet in September 1901. The ground was nearly lost in 1902, when 
the club were initially told their lease would not be renewed. The Parkites were a big club 
around then, in 1904/05 they could field four Saturday sides simultaneously. 

Two ex-Parkites subsequently won full international caps for Argentina. One, Sid Buck who 
left the Parkites for Hamlet with his brothers in 1905, also represented Uruguay. The 
second man to win international honours for Argentina, Lionel Peel Yates, also signed for 
Hamlet, from West Norwood. He seemingly departed without playing a match in pink and 
blue. 

Hamlet played a London Senior Cup match here 
in January 1905. Before losing a First-Round 
Proper replay at Catford Southend58 1-0, 
watched by 4,000 spectators, Hamlet protested 
the pitch was too narrow. When London 
Football Association measured the Kittens 
pitch, they found it was seven feet too narrow 
and ordered the match be replayed at Townley 
Road. The Kittens dominated but Tom Rose 
scored the only goal, to win the match for 
Hamlet in the last minute. The pitch was very 
poor that day, both sets of players departed 
caked in mud. The second match between the 
two sides was the last played by Arthur 
Newman, who retired after sustaining an injury. Little remembered now, Arthur won many 
London and Surrey caps. He played inside left, usually linking well with Stan Hann on the 
wing, though he could also play half back if required. The picture shows Arthur in 
1900/1901. 
 
Townley Park Cricket Club was founded around 1888, their pavilion burnt down in 1890. 
There is some doubt about when the football section was founded. They held their tenth 
anniversary meeting in 1904 but may have been founded in 1891. The South London 
Observer carries a report on their football match versus Alleyn in January 1892. It’s possible 
the club initially played elsewhere. In February 1893 Townley Park postponed all remaining 
football matches to protect the pitch for the new cricket season. There is one subsequent 
press report suggesting the club took a new ground for 1893/94. One of their leading 
cricket players, Alfred Wallers, was widely believed to be one of the best cricketers in 
Surrey. Business demands stopped him representing the county. 
 

 
58 In 1923 Catford Southend undertook a merger with Charlton Athletic. Disappointing gates saw 

Charlton revert to The Valley in 1924. Fans who opposed the merger set up Old Charlton F.C. The 
Kittens folded in 1927 



It appears off field facilities on site were limited, in 1904 the Crown & Greyhound 
advertised it was the headquarters of both Dulwich St Peter’s and Townley Park. In the 
early days of the football club, the ground was shared with Townley Park Juniors F.C. Most 
of their players were old boys of Peckham Technical College. In 1893 Peckham F.C played 
at the ground, suggesting a possible name change for the Juniors. 

 
100 Turney Road – A.A. Garratt 

 
The Lorraine Wilson Memorial Fund Treasurer, Alfred Archibald Garratt, lived at 100 
Turney Road. Like so many around Pa and Dulwich Hamlet, he was a Tory. Alfred, usually 
referred to as A.A. Garratt by Hamlet, sat on St Giles Ward Conservative Association in the 
Edwardian era and was also prominent at Hamlet.  
 
Alfred assisted Pa in his role as Honorary Treasurer, seeing Alfred invited to Hamlet’s 21st 
Anniversary Dinner held at Holborn in January 1914. He replaced Pa as Honorary Treasurer 
when Pa stepped down due to ill health in 1923, serving until the 1940s when Garratt also 
stood down through illness.  
 
Garratt was born in Kennington in 1886 and died in 1944. He worked for Joseph Allman 
Inc. in the fur trade and married Edith Rissen at Herne Hill in 1917. The couple had two 
daughters. 
 
It was at the 21st Anniversary Dinner Pa Wilson talked about how proud he was that Hamlet 

was a club for all, with men from both a public-school background and coal sellers, he 

noted the club’s best player had been a coal seller. The only qualification for membership 

was “to be a man and to behave like a man.” He cited the club motto as “down with snobs” 

and noted “they did their best for the good of the neighbourhood”.59 He also cautioned 

party politics must be left at the door.  

When Hamlet hit an all-time low earlier this century, club officers Mishi Morath and Liam 

Hickey co-authored a revitalisation plan. Neither were aware of the contents of Pa’s speech 

however their plan bore a remarkable resemblance to the club Pa was so proud of. Today 

the club simply describe their driving ethos as “do the right thing.” The club is once again 

trying to do its best for the neighbourhood. 

Turney Road 

The Hamlet Reserve team met Dulwich F.C. Reserves here in November 1898, the result is 

currently unknown. The Dulwich club had taken up occupation in 1896, by which time their 

 
59 All quotes from South London Observer February 7th 1914 



days as the area’s premier team had long since passed. The two first teams were due to 

meet the same day at Hamlet. It’s possible Hamlet Reserves occasionally used this as a 

home ground. They are listed as the home team, versus Causton’s, here on Saturday March 

20th 1897. The opposition were presumably the works team of Sir Joseph Causton & Sons, 

a well-known printers and stationery manufacturer based at Eastcheap. 

Football continued at Turney Road until at least the 1930s. Borough Polytechnic were 

playing there in 1932/33. 

Dulwich Hamlet Cricket club played at Turney Road in May 1906, presumably this was the 

same ground. Brunswick scored 98 runs; Hamlet scored 84 runs in reply. The Hamlet team 

included Bert Hardy, bowled for a duck, Doddy Wight, who scored 15 and one of the Taylor 

brothers, who scored 4 and took 4 wickets. 

177 Underhill Road – James Whitestone 

In 1901 James Percy Whitestone, born on August 17th 1873, lived here with his 55-year-old 

father, also James. James Percy Whitestone is the man of interest. Ten years earlier he was 

living at 97 Friern Road. 

Pa Wilson established several local football leagues; including in 1897 the Southern 

Suburban League. When he announced his intention to establish the league, James 

Whitestone wrote to the South London Mail in his role as Honorary Secretary of the five-

year-old South London League decrying Pa for his attempt to establish the league and his 

discourtesy in not discussing the issue in advance with James. 

James was a friend of Frank Brian of Beaufoy Institute, who spent time as Chairman of the 

South London League. James was also League Treasurer, sat on the League Council from 

foundation and was credited with saving it from collapse at points. He stood down due to 

a lack of time in 1897, becoming League Chairman. James was an unsuccessful candidate 

in the 1896 elections for Membership of the London Football Association Council.  He also 

refereed on the South London League and served as Honorary Secretary to East Dulwich 

F.C. from at least 1894 until 1896. The South London League subsequently joined Suburban 

League as its Premier Division in summer 1901. The rift between Pa and James may not 

have been resolved. James was then serving as Honorary Secretary of the London League. 

Despite the apparent falling out with Pa, James clearly had a relationship with Hamlet. 

When he organised a smoking concert for the South London League at the Grove Hotel in 

November 1897, Jimmy Williamson was among the guests of honour. James attended 

Hamlet’s second Annual Dinner, held at the Greyhound in November 1897 and a smoker 

held at the same location in April 1897.  



Away from football James was an active member of Dulwich Debating Society, the local 

Conservative party and a Freemason. At a public meeting held at the Grove Hotel in 1897 

James opposed the extension of the electric railway to Dulwich, fearing the resulting loss 

of countryside to developers. James was also an enthusiastic cricketer, serving on the 

Council of South London Cricket Association and as Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of 

East Dulwich Hanover Cricket Club. Then based at the Grove Hotel ground, they had Spurs 

player R.W. Clement as captain. Whitestone served as musical director at East Dulwich 

Hanover functions. His brother R.L. Whitestone was a leading playing member. Whilst 

serving on South London Cricket Association, James was key in making the decision to strip 

University College House of the 1896 Junior Division championship. The title was awarded 

to Dulwich Hamlet. University College House allegedly played overage players in the final 

match of the season and refused to produce birth certificates for their players, when the 

league ordered them to do so.  

James was clearly well known at the Grove Hotel, when licensees the Friern’s held a garden 

party in September 1897 James acted as M.C. 

James refereed Dulwich Hamlet at least once, he took charge of their opening match, 

versus Summerstown, at the 1903 Southern Suburban League Six-a-side competition held 

at Herne Hill. His timekeeping may not always have been the best, he was late to arrive 

when refereeing Hanwell v Pemberton in the 1898/99 Middlesex Senior Cup 2nd Round. 

By 1918 James was living at 218 Barry Road. He died on December 30th 1924 leaving a 

widow and two young sons, he is buried in Camberwell Old Cemetery. The 1921 Census 

finds James working as a refrigeration engineering draughtsman for Lightfoot Refrigeration 

Co. of 35 Queen Victoria Street in central London. 

41 Whateley Road – The Pilkington family 

The Pilkington family had a long-standing association with Dulwich Hamlet. Either side of 

the First World War, if you wanted to buy a ticket for a char-a-banc trip to an important 

away game you usually bought them from Mr. Alfred Pilkington. Either at this address or 

the East Dulwich entrance to the ground on match day. By day Alfred was a plasterer for 

Mitchells, the Dulwich Village based builders. 

Alfred Pilkington played for Hamlet in the latter days of Queen Victoria’s reign; his on-pitch 

contribution was overshadowed by that of his son, Fred, formally called Alfred. Fred played 

full back in the triumphant 1919/20 side, before turning professional with Fulham in 1924 

aged 23. He was persuaded to turn professional by Fulham manager Andy Ducat, both men 

were on the books at Surrey County Cricket Club. His Football League career didn’t really 

work out. Fred moved to Sheppey United in 1927, after making a handful of first team 

appearances for Fulham. 



Many of the Hamlet programmes from just before and after World War One you see on 

sale on eBay originate from a collection found by a descendant of the Pilkington’s in recent 

years. The family offered the collection to the Supporters’ Trust, given its potential value 

they felt unable to accept. The finder subsequently donated key items to the club, and 

scans of everything else, before selling the remaining items. The sales had to be spread 

over several years of auctions, to avoid collapsing the market in Hamlet memorabilia. The 

collection revealed much about the history of the club which had been lost through the 

mists of time, especially concerning Hamlet during World War One. 

Woodwarde Road 

Dulwich Hamlet’s 75th Anniversary book notes the ground here was “very small and uneven 

and in wet weather covered with large pools of water, which frequently were frozen, so 

whenever possible a pitch was obtained in Dulwich Park.”  

This was Hamlet’s first ground; the earliest known match here was a 6-1 win against Moss 

Rose on October 14th 1893. Ahead of 1894/95, Hamlet stated they would primarily use 

Dulwich and Brockwell Parks60 for matches and had taken a second ground due to running 

two sides.61 On November 16th 1895 the Reserves defeated Sutherland 8-0 here. The same 

day the First XI lost 3-1 to Priory at Dulwich Park. That match was played in what the press 

described as a hurricane. In February 1896 Honorary Secretary Jimmy Williamson 

advertised in the Morning Leader for fixtures, listing Woodwarde Road as the home 

ground. Hamlet left at the end of the season, moving to Sunray Avenue.  

The setup at Woodwarde Road was basic. The club used the Reading Room, where Pa was 

Treasurer, for changing and as the club Headquarters. The players had to carry goalposts 

and corner flags from storage at the Reading Room to Woodwarde Road ahead of each 

match. Legend has it they “paused for liquid refreshment” on the return journey. On 

occasions Pa Wilson would pitch in and helped to carry the goalposts. 

It seems unlikely Hamlet could always afford the rent. It’s known Pa Wilson paid bills out 

of his own pocket in the early days of the club. It seems likely he helped to cover the rent 

as the club built up a support base. 

When Hamlet left Dulwich St Peter’s moved in. 1897/98 saw Camberwell & Brixton Division 

Two outfit Barry F.C. present. The following season North Dulwich took the ground on, to 

permit them to run three sides. Dulwich Heber subsequently moved in. Come 1901/02 

they were resident under their new name of East Dulwich F.C  

 
60 The first known match at Brockwell Park was a 1-0 away defeat to Wesleyan Rovers on 

November 18th 1893 
61 South London Mail September 22nd 1894 



Alfred ‘Fred’ Pilkington 

 

 

April 22nd 1901 - August 27th 1986 

Dulwich Hamlet & Surrey County Cricket Club 

 



References to organised football at Woodwarde Road currently seem to vanish at the end 

of 1904/05. Contemporary reports are confused, but it seems likely the ground was then 

shared by Dulwich Village and St John’s. What appears to have been one of, if not the last 

ever, match was St John’s versus an unnamed French team on April 4th 1905. Rev. G.H. 

Merrikin officiated, the sides retired to St John’s Club, Peckham Rye post-match. Come 

1905/06 St John’s were playing at Green Lane.  

St John’s may be the only football club in Dulwich to attract royalty to support a fundraiser. 

In January 1906 a St John’s fundraiser at the Imperial Hall was attended by Princess Henry 

of Pless and the Dutchess of Marlborough. Daisy, Princess of Pless was married to Prince 

Hans Heinrich XV. A noted beauty, her sister was married to the 2nd Duke of Westminster. 

Daisy’s husband was also incredibly wealthy, she owned the world’s longest pearl necklace. 

The sisters were born at Ruthin Castle in Wales. The marriage failed in 1922; Daisy lived 

until 1943. Her remains were desecrated by the Red Army in 1945. 

St John’s Club was associated with St John the Evangelist, though it received no financial 

support from the church and was forced to relocate to East Dulwich Road Goose Green in 

1908. The club established St John’s (East Dulwich) League of Practical Sympathy for Poor 

Children in 1910, aiming to provide breakfast every Sunday for 300 of the poorest local 

children. 

St John the Evangelist was built between 1862 and 1865 by Charles Baily. It was 

consecrated by Charles Sumner, Bishop of Winchester, in May 1865 seating 900 at an 

estimated cost of around £8,000. The building had been in use, on licence, since September 

18th 1864. Sumner’s brother, John Bird Sumner, died in 1862 serving as Archbishop of 

Canterbury. John’s grandson, John Robert Sumner, represented Oxford University in the 

1873 F.A. Cup Final. Oxford lost 2-0 to Wanderers. Note damage sustained during World 

War Two means those associated with the club pre-World War One knew a very different 

church internally. 

Reg Anderson, one of Hamlet’s finest players and a victim of World War Two, grew up on 

Woodwarde Road. The road took its name from Joan Woodwarde, Edward Alleyn’s first 

wife. In 1907 11-year-old Ernest McMahon, a resident of Derwent Grove Scatter Home, 

died of blood poisoning after being kicked playing football at the Woodwarde Road 

ground.  

Acknowledgement and thanks: - British Newspaper Archive, Dulwich Society, Jack McInroy, 

Sharon O’Connor, Steve Hunnisett, Stuart Hibberd. Images provided by Jack McInroy / 

Hamlet Historian unless otherwise stated. 

 

If you visit any surviving locations, please respect the privacy of any current inhabitants.  



H.E. Steed 

We touched on Harry Steed earlier. Harry didn’t live in Dulwich but spent much time there 

and is unintentionally one of the most important men in the history of British sport, making 

him worthy of a more detailed mention. 

Pa Wilson is on record as saying he wanted to establish a rugby club but met with hostility 

from local rugby clubs, who didn’t want to play the pupils and old boys of a Local Board 

school meaning he set up a football team instead. This sounds very much like something 

Harry, a player and official at Lennox who rose to become Chairman of Surrey Rugby 

Football Union, would have said. It is likely Harry is indirectly responsible for Dulwich 

Hamlet’s foundation. Their success helped to  kill rugby as a spectator sport in Dulwich. 

It gets worse. In 1893 Rugby had a problem up north, where it was a working-class game. 

With people working Saturday morning, teams were often travelling to away matches with 

weak squads. This led to a lot of one-sided games, spectators in old rugby centres such as 

Bradford and Leeds were increasingly turning to football. The leading northern clubs called 

a vote to permit broken time payments, paying players the wages lost if they took Saturday 

morning off work. Harry, an affluent west countryman who didn’t work on Saturday, 

considered this to be a disgrace and secured 120 proxy votes to ensure the motion fell. In 

1895 the issue reached its climax, northern clubs broke away and founded the Northern 

Rugby Union, or Rugby Football League as we know it today. Harry was indirectly 

responsible for the ongoing split in English rugby and loss of several major towns and cities 

from Rugby Union to spectator led Rugby League. Not to mention the establishment of 

what is arguably the national sport in Australia. 

Harry’s third trick came in in London. Lennox eventually moved to Stamford Bridge 

Athletics Ground but pulled few spectators despite playing the likes of Harlequins. The 

Mears family, who owned the lease, weren’t making much money and wanted Lennox out. 

The freeholder over-ruled them.  When he died in 1904, the Mears family bought the 

stadium and evicted Lennox. They moved to Cricklewood. After revamping the stadium, in 

1905 the Mears brothers set up a football team called Chelsea to become anchor tenants 

believing there would be more money in Association Football than Rugby Union. The rest 

is history. 

Harry Steed is unintentionally one of the most important men in the history of British sport. 

You suspect he’d be keen not to claim any credit though... 

 

 

 



 

 

1909 – 19010 Surrey Senior Cup Winners 

Wheeler, Hann, Clegg, Tyson, Newman, Shipway, Freeman, Grape, Ramsey 
Evans, Haydon, Wight, Knight, Thompson, Beales, Smart 

Lawrence, Ford 

 
The cup was won by defeating Farnham 7-0, Metrogas 3-0, Guards’ Depot 2-0 and Woking 
2-1 in the Final. That match was a replay, after a 0-0 draw. This was the fourth time in six 
seasons Hamlet lifted the trophy. Despite no longer entering, at the time of writing, Hamlet 
have won the Surrey Senior Cup more than any other side. 
 
Note the presence of Thomas Freeman in the team photograph.  

 
 

 

Image from the Dulwich Hamlet collection 

 

 

 



HINTS TO SPECTATORS 

 

- Please remember the ground is not your own, it is shared with other spectators and clubs, 

whose comfort has to be studied. Kindly keep to the paths coming in or going out, and do 

not cross other pitches and spoil their ground or play. 

- Remember the referee is the master of the whole situation; his report on your conduct 

and the Club's officials' management, as well as on the play and players, may be of vast 

importance to the Club, including yourself. Do not, therefore, howl at him, or show any 

bias against him. Remember he is a man as honest and well intentioned as the best of you, 

and he would not be human if he did not sometimes err. 

- Be courteous to the visiting team; give them some audible praise now and then; please 

do not worry the goalkeeper or howl at prominent players. Do not be always advising your 

own side, give them a cheer, but let them play their game as they find it most profitable. 

- Remember that half the misconduct and ill-feeling shown on the football field arises from 

the frantic excitement engendered by your requests, "to set 'em alight", "go for 'em", and 

such like unsportsmanlike calls. 

- Do not make an idol of one player only; it generally ruins him, and remember all the 

eleven do their best. 

- If through pressure the rope breaks, draw the attention of the policeman or steward to 

it, and if you can, help them to regulate the crush. 

 

 

The article above is taken from the first ever Dulwich Hamlet F.C. handbook, released for 

the 1905/06 season. As the article hints, the Hamlet fans were at times known to be a little 

lively. It wasn’t unknown for the club to criticise them for being overly partisan on match 

days. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Images taken from the 1911/12 Dulwich Hamlet handbook 

 



Townley Park 1904/05 

 

 

 

Incredibly this 1904 Townley Park photograph contains two future full Argentinian 

internationals. Sid Buck, who represented Hamlet from 1905 until 1907, and Lionel Peel-

Yates. Lionel, noted for physical play, signed for Hamlet from West Norwood in 1902 but 

quickly returned to his previous club. He subsequently moved to Townley Park. Lionel may 

not have represented Hamlet.  

Fred Buck and Harold Buck subsequently represented Hamlet from 1905 until 1907. Harry 

Booker played for Hamlet before switching to Townley Park. All three feature in the main 

booklet, as does Parkite and Amateur Football Association leading light E.G. Gayfer. 



 

The publisher responsible for the above postcard, William Symcox, was probably known to 

Pa Wilson. William was active in South London Conservative party circles at the same time 

as Pa, Symcox was a long-standing member of Kennington Conservative Council. By the 

1911 census William lived at 8 Commercial Place, High Street, Dulwich Village. Born around 

1861, William died in 1923. He was also active within the Primrose League. 

 

Dulwich Hamlet on tour in Germany in Easter 1914. George Wheeler is present, sitting to 

his wife’s left as you look. When war broke out later that year, George was stranded in 

Switzerland. Pa Wilson took over as Temporary Honorary Secretary until George was able 

to return.  



Brightlands 

 

Found in the Dulwich Society archives, this image is probably the oldest known picture of 

football being played in Dulwich. It shows the football field at Brightlands and appears to 

be either late Victorian or early Edwardian. This was a school playing field, there is no 

evidence to suggest Dulwich Hamlet played here. It is included for its historical interest. 

The current Brightlands, which sits on the corner of Gallery Lane and the South Circular, 

was designed by Charles Barry Jnr. for Dulwich Estate solicitor Alexander Druce and built 

in 1862. Alexander was the third generation Druce to hold the position. The family law firm 

went through different names but is probably best remembered as Druces & Attlee. Attlee 

was Henry Attlee, father of Prime Minister Clement. Clement's brother Robert also became 

a partner. The firm survives as Druces LLP. 

Brightlands School opened in 1874 at a property of that name in Rosendale Road, later 

moving to Alleyn Park. When proprietor Elizabeth Shorter died in 1893, the school was 

sold, moving to Gallery Road in 1895. Alexander Druce ceased living there in 1892. 

In 1939 the school evacuated to Kent and the site was requisitioned. In 1944 Dulwich 

College Preparatory School took the site on. The location commenced life as a boarding 

house the following year.  

The property was returned to the Dulwich Estate in 2021. The Estate brought forward plans 

for residential conversion. 

 



 

Dulwich Hamlet 1908/09 – the year Hamlet broke though nationally by reaching the F.A. 

Amateur Cup Semi Final 

Back Row: 2nd from left Ramsay, 3rd from left Hann 
Middle Row: Haydon, ?, Tyson, J. Thompson, Millward, Wilson, Wheeler 

Front Row: Vasey, Wight, Ford, Knight, Evans, ? , P. Beales 
 
Charlie Tyson was a Master at Alleyn’s and has a house named after him, in recognition of 
his military service during World War One.  
 
William Colsey Millward subsequently emigrated to Argentina but was visiting family in 
England in August 1914. He enlisted as a Private, when he lost a leg in March 1918 Millward 
was Acting Brigadier General. He was one of three civilians to rise that far from the rank of 
Private. He served as Colsey Millward, his father Arthur Millward played in Kidderminster 
Harriers first football match and named his son after the man who played up front with 
him that day. Colsey suffered fatal injuries whilst playing in that match. Arthur was a very 
good cricketer, often representing Worcestershire and the W.G. Grace XI. He subsequently 
became a test match umpire.  
 
Ernie Vasey was killed during World War One and appears on Hamlet’s war memorial.  
 
 

Image and Charlie Tyson’s image overleaf by kind permission of Hamlet Historian 

 
 
 



Charlie Tyson 
 
 

 
 
Born in Toxteth Park, Liverpool on April 15th 1885 Charles Francis Tyson arrived in London 
for professional reasons. After failing to make the First XI at Crystal Palace, Charlie spent 
four years at Hamlet, winning one Amateur international cap. In May 1911 he signed for 
Southampton, making his debut in September 1912. He was forced to retire the following 
season due to a lung disorder, which appears to have caused him to cease playing ahead 
of his official retirement. He represented Saints 16 times in total. By 1915 Charlie resided 
at 118 Athenlay Road, Nunhead. 
 
The same year Tyson joined the Freemasons, becoming a member of Winton Lodge. The 
Lodge met at the Frascati's Restaurant, a well-known venue on Oxford Street. Opened in 
1892 by the owners of Holborn Restaurant, which was used by Hamlet on occasions, 
Frascati's closed post-World War Two and was demolished in 2013. 
 
Serving with 105th Field Ambulance, Royal Medical Corps, during World War One Charlie 
won the Croix de Guerre and was Mentioned in Dispatches. Professionally Charlie taught 
French at Alleyn's School retiring in 1947. He died at Caterham on October 31st 1964. 
 
Charlie’s brother Tom was a professional footballer. 



 

 
The first page of Dulwich Hamlet school’s admissions registers. The page contains James 

and Lionel Wynn (lines 6 & 7), Chas Dickinson (line 9 the son of Charles) and Harry Crofts, 

son of Henry (line26.) Dulwich Hamlet (Boys) opened in 1884 with 40 pupils, using 

temporary iron buildings. Dulwich Hamlet (Girls) was founded when the school took over 

the old James Allen’s Girls’ School site, taking in ex JAGS pupils. When the new buildings 

were completed, the iron buildings were retained for use by evening classes. 

Picture by kind permission of Anne McLeod and the Dulwich Society 
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