Dulwich
Society

DRAFT MINUTES of the 63" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of The Dulwich Society held on 27 April 2026
in the Great Hall, Alleyn’s School, Townley Rd, SE22 8SU

The meeting was attended by 65 registered members.

The meeting commenced at 7.33pm with a welcome from the Honorary President,
Kenneth Wolfe, who spoke of the time, energy and effort provided by the trustees in
keeping the Society and its interest groups going, and celebrating the inheritance that

we can all enjoy.

1.

Introduction and apologies for absence

The Chair, James Thompson, thanked Kenneth and, having made the necessary
housekeeping announcements, welcomed the attendees to the meeting. He then
introduced the trustees and their respective roles (see Appendix 1). As local council

elections were approaching and purdah was in effect, he notified the meeting that
trustee Richard Wingfield was standing as a candidate.

The Chair stated that the meeting was quorate and explained the voting procedures.
There would be seven votes (to approve the minutes of the last AGM, to receive the
accounts, to appoint the independent examiner, to appoint/reappoint four
trustees). Voting slips had been provided on entry and votes would be conducted by
show of hands. If this was too close to call, a count would be conducted by the
appointed scrutineers. Only registered members could vote and they must have
joined more than 56 days ago.

Apologies were received from Heather Stubbs, Irene Kimm, Brigid Gardner, Judith
Nurse, Robert Holden, Jon Bonner and David Cianfarani.

Approval of the minutes of the 62" AGM held on 19 May 2025
The Chair stated that the minutes of the last AGM had been available to view on the
Society’s website for a number of months and proceeded to a vote to approve these

draft minutes.

The minutes of the 62" AGM held on 19 May 2025 were approved by a show of
hands.



3.

Matters arising from the Minutes of the 62" AGM
There were no matters arising.

Receive the Chairman’s Report and Review of the Year
The Annual Report with more detailed information is available on the Society’s

website.
The Chair presented a review of the year, assisted by PowerPoint slides, covering
the following:

The purpose of The Dulwich Society: to foster and safeguard the amenities of
Dulwich through grant-making and the activities of the Society’s trustees and

volunteers.

Events: March 2025 saw the very successful sell-out Women and Politics event
organised by the Society, which drew a distinguished panel and included a popular
workshop for sixth-form Politics students. Social events for members include the
monthly coffee mornings at Rocca in conjunction with Dulwich Social, a first
Volunteers’ Evening at Bell House, and a Christmas party hosted by Susanne James
at Fabulous 57.

Member participation: The Society now has over 120 volunteers, many of whom are

involved in the distribution and delivery of the Journal to the majority of local
members, thus saving the Society high postage costs. Many volunteers also
contribute their time and expertise to the various Activity Groups, and attend events
and outings. Members are kept up to date with the Society’s activities and local
news via the eNews, Journal and local history newsletter.

Membership: member numbers have increased to 1,320 and, in addition to the
subscription fees, £3,000 was received in Gift Aid last year. Many more members’
email addresses have been gathered, extending the readership of the eNews and
facilitating communications. Members have been encouraged to renew by Direct
Debit via the website, thus reducing the cost and administrative burden. Christine
Brandon, Membership Secretary, was thanked for all her hard work on these
projects.

Grants and donations: Recipients of the three main donations last year: £5,000 to
the London Wildlife Trust for improvement work in Dulwich Woods, £5,000 to
Dulwich Picture Gallery for the ArtPlay Pavilion, and £1,172 (the net proceeds from
the Women and Politics event) to the Bell House Quilt Academy for materials to



make quilts for the charity accommodation for families of children in Kings College
Hospital. JT welcomed proposals for other suitable donations.

Links with other groups: The Dulwich Society maintains links with a long list of local

and other groups and organisations, including local councils, Police, London
Wildlife Trust, Dulwich Festival, Dulwich Picture Gallery and Bell House.

Dulwich Estate: The Chair and Vice-Chair attend regular DE surgeries and two
trustees represent the Society on the Dulwich Estate Scheme of Management

Advisory Committee, fulfilling an important scrutiny role.

Local History Group: Organising sell-out walks for the Dulwich Festival, giving
online talks via Bell House (donating the proceeds to charity), providing information
boards and answering enquiries and producing a newsletter.

Environment Group: Collaborating with the Wildlife Group on developing
biodiversity corridors and front garden guidelines, organising a Forest school
collaboration and a “Demystifying heat pumps” workshop.

Gardens Group: Organising talks and garden visits and coordinating the very

popular Dulwich Open Gardens programme, maintaining links with the Dulwich
Estate and the London Wildlife Trust. See “Golden Dulwich” below.

Wildlife and Trees Group: Organising regular talks and bird counts, maintaining

wildlife records and assisting with insect identification.

James Thompson spoke of the enormous contribution made by Peter Roseveare,
now retiring as chair of this group, during his long service as trustee, raising
awareness of wildlife in our local area and educating through his many articles for
the Journal.

Community: In her first year as trustee and lead on Community, Kimberly Mears has
focused on community agency and intergenerational connections, creating
pleasurable moments that bring people together, and establishing closer
relationships with local schools. See “Golden Dulwich” below.

The above groups all provide regular articles for the Journal and collaborate with
each other to share their expertise.

Planning and Architecture Group: Last year this group reviewed 214 Estate and

Council planning applications — a huge task undertaken by Penny Stern and her



team. It also monitors proposed development such as the former Grove Tavern site
and residential backland development.

Licensing: Makes representations on behalf of the Society on licence applications
to Southwark and Lambeth for businesses, shops, fairs and festivals, including

Brockwell Park and Dulwich Park events.

Development: Working alongside Community and Environment, activities include

providing support for volunteers, creating social events, particularly for families,
and developing an increased presence for the Society in East and West Dulwich.
Promoting sustainability is a strong focus.

Improving Dulwich: Continuing its role in improving and maintaining local
amenities, the Society, through its activity groups, submitted bids for Southwark’s
Neighbourhood Grants and have succeeded in obtaining funding for: a war
memorial information board at Charter School East Dulwich, repair and
refurbishment of the white posts and chains and finger posts in Dulwich Village,
repairs to the historic bus shelter in South Croxted Rd, and a pollinator pitstop on
the Dr Webster memorial roundabout in the Village. Restoration work has also been

carried out on benches provided by the Society. The joint Gardens/Community
“Golden Dulwich” initiative was launched in April: free sunflower seeds have been
provided to residents and given out at four local distribution points, via schools and
residents associations with the aim of achieving a golden sunflower corridor
through the area. Closer ties have been established with local state primary
schools through our donation of seeds, pots and compost, encouraging them to
have a sunflower growing competition.

Receive the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2025

The Treasurer, Russell Lloyd, presented the Society’s accounts for the year ended
31 December 2025.

Overall, there was a surplus in 2025 of £6,098 in the net movement of funds,
compared with £687 in 2024, i.e. an overall increase in netincome between the two
years of £5,411. Under Income, there has been an increase of £3,231 (£35,443 in
2025 against £32,213 for 2024) as a result of increases in subscriptions, Gift Aid and
advertising; we also received £2,107 from the “Women and Politics” event in March
2025. Otherwise, the categories of income were broadly in line between both years.



For Expenditure, we spent less in 2025, mainly as there was no repeat of the SGM
costs of £2,636 from 2024. We spent £1,114 on costs for the “Women and Politics”
event in 2025; otherwise, the categories were similar between both years.

We made Grants totalling £6,172 in 2025, against £6,878 in 2024, a slight decrease
of £706. Details of these amounts are shown in note 4, page 5 of the accounts.

Of the Mary Boast bequest from 2016 (£10,104) we currently have a balance of
£3,762 within our overall reserves. To date, money from this bequest has been
spent on the digitising of maps and court rolls, and on local information signage.

Bank and deposit account balances totalled £48,105 in 2025 against £44,706 in
2024, an increase of £3,399.

The Treasurer thanked all those members who had completed forms to enable the
Society to claim Gift Aid on their subscriptions amounting to £3,072 in 2025 against
£2,574in 2024.

RL thanked Sally-Anne Jeffries for her continuing support in auditing our accounts
pro bono.

Questions on the accounts: Jeremy Prescott asked how the Society planned to
spend its surplus funds. RL replied that an appeal for suggestions of recipients of
grants would be posted on the website.

The Chair then proceeded to a vote to receive the accounts for the year ended 31
December 2025.

The accounts for the year ended 31 December 2025 were received a by show of
hands.

Appoint the Independent Examiner: Nominee Sally-Anne Jeffries,
Chartered Accountant

The Chair repeated the Society’s thanks to Sally-Anne and, on behalf of the
trustees, proposed her reappointment.

Sally-Anne Jeffries was appointed Independent Examiner by show of hands.



Appointment of trustees, including Officers

The Chair explained that under the Constitution, one third of trustees, or the
number closest to one third (5) must resign each year, but are eligible for re-
election. Resigning and re-standing were James Thompson (Chair), Patsy Bramble
(Licensing) and Penny Stern (Planning and Architecture); resigning and not re-
standing were Peter Roseveare (Wildlife and Trees) and Claire Richards (Journal
Editor). Emily Montague had been nominated as a new trustee. The nomination
details and short biographies for each of the candidates were available on the
website.

Voting for all candidates was by show of hands, the Chair handing over to the Vice-
Chair, Sue Badman, for his own vote.

Results of the votes for officers and trustees, all conclusive by show of hands.

James Thompson (Chair) - Approved
Patsy Bramble (Trustee) - Approved
Penny Stern (Trustee) - Approved
Emily Montague (Trustee) - Approved

The above officer and trustees were duly appointed/re-appointed. The
remaining trustees and officers not referred to above remain in post.

Any other business

Barbara Richardson raised a question regarding the minutes of the trustee meeting
on 19 January 2026, where, under Item 5 Dulwich Estate, it reads “The discussion
that followed was confidential”. She asked why this discussion had not been
minuted when the Society’s relationship with the Dulwich Estate is of great interest
to members, especially those who believe the Estate to be lacking in accountability
and transparency. As the Dulwich Society is the only local body to have formal
meetings with the Estate, members should be kept informed of what is happening.
She found it troubling that the trustees were censoring their minutes in this way.

The Chair responded that the relationship with the Dulwich Estate was indeed very
important and through the Advisory Committee meetings the Society had the
opportunity to scrutinise its activities. The objective was to maintain good relations
and optimise the outcome for the benefit of the community. It was rare for any
discussions within the trustee group to be confidential, but in this case, there was a
wish not to prejudice the on-going discussions with the Estate. The trustees were
acting to achieve the best outcome and once there was news to report it would be
made public.

Barbara Richardson wondered why mention of this discussion had not simply been
omitted rather than marked confidential. The Chair responded that the trustees had
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wanted to be open with members and record that a discussion had taken place in
order to maintain transparency rather than remain silent on the matter. The report of
the discussion could have been redacted with black lines, but that tends to look
alarming, so the choice was made to record it in the trustees’ minutes but notin the
minutes published on the website.

Barbara Richardson then asked if the relationship with the Dulwich Estate had
broken down and the Chair replied that it had not. BR reported that there was
growing anger among the residents on the estates managed by the Dulwich Estate
and an action group had been formed. They were therefore very interested in the
Society’s dealings with the Estate.

Anne Stanesby asked whether the trustees were aware of the plan for the former
Grove Tavern to be demolished. The Chair replied that both he and Penny Stern of
the Planning and Architecture group had spoken to the Estate about this but had not
yet looked at the detailed plans. The Society has been pressing the Estate for many
years over the future of this important site and will take a keen interest in the future
plans.

David Beamish mentioned the excellent work done by both Sharon O’Connor and
Claire Richards on the eNews and Journal, respectively. He queried why notice had
been given that Claire Richards was standing for re-election and then she was not.
He asked whether the Journal was in good health. The Chair replied that Claire
Richards had been a brilliant Editor and had transformed the Journal,
commissioning articles with a broader interest, reaching different age groups and
focusing more on the environment. The Society will be advertising for a new Journal
editor in the near future, but lan Mclnnes had stepped in to produce the next Journal
in the interim.

Bruno Guillaume, Chair of the Dulwich Festival, thanked the Society for its long-
standing cooperation with the Festival Committee, and for the wonderful
contributions made each year by the Society groups and members to the Festival.
He also warned that any political leaflets that had been included in the Festival
programme delivered to residents should be ignored as they were nothing to do with
the organisers.

With no further business, the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed
the meeting at 8.50pm

James Thompson Jane Jones
Chair, The Dulwich Society Secretary, The Dulwich Society



Appendix 1:

Trustees of The Dulwich Society at 27 April 2026

James Thompson (Chair)

Sue Badman (Vice-Chair)

Jane Jones (Secretary)

Russell Lloyd (Treasurer)

Patsy Bramble (Licensing)

Christine Brandon (Membership)
Laurie Johnston (Environment)

lan Mclnnes (Local History)

Kimberly Mears (Community)

Sharon O’Connor (Media & Communications)
Celia Randell (Gardens)

Claire Richards (Journal Editor)

Peter Roseveare (Wildlife & Trees)
Penny Stern (Planning & Architecture)
Richard Wingfield (Development)



