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Minutes, Tuesday 24th June 2025 

A:  Attendance and Apologies 

Members present:  Laurie Johnston, Gill Mein, Tom Palmer, Gaby Hornsby 

Guests: Francis Smith, Studio Cultivate, James Thompson, Dulwich Society Chair 

Apologies for absence: Tom Harrison, Mark Marshall, Huw Russell, Helen Pickering, James Leabeater, 

Donncha O’Shea,  

 

B: No declarations of interest. 

C:  The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. 

D: The members and guests introduced themselves and described their specialties. 

E: Items discussed: 

 

● Junction at Red Post Hill  

● CPZ in East Dulwich 

● Lordship Lane Crossings - work ongoing 

● East Dulwich LTN  

● Gallery road designs  

● Lambeth v West Dulwich Action Group. West Dulwich LTN removed 

● Suspended extension of the Rosendale School Street  

● Francis Smith of Studio Cultivate (https://www.studiocultivate.com/) introduced himself and his company 

Studio Cultivate which he founded ten years ago coming from a horticulture and architectural background.  

● Studio Cultivate teaches in nurseries and primary schools across London and teaches a story-7777based 

curriculum drawing on ecological themes.  

● These include building or working in garden spaces within these settings and related activities. 

● ‘Kindergarden’, the early years module, meets nursery's scientific curriculum as does Meristems, the primary 

school curriculum. 

● Working with children in their everyday settings, and making them protagonists in storylines, helps them 

explore the natural world around them as opposed to considering nature as something separate.  

● Francis also runs a weekend and holiday class at Garthorn Cutting Nature Reserve in Lewisham on similar 

themes, with stories drawn from botanical references in history and literature, for example the spice trade on 

the silk road and the wealth and beauty of nature themes in Shakespeare. 

● Nurseries are privately funded, whilst state schools fund directly to meet their curriculum or through PTAs, 

which allows greater parent involvement. 

● Assessment of impact was discussed, including ‘Inclusion of nature in self scale’ and mental health impacts.  

● Possibilities of external funding, including Children in Need and Natural History Museum. 

● Considered a different offer than ‘Forest Schools’ with a greater scientific element and teaching in familiar 

everyday settings, with the exception of Nature Adventurers.  

● It was discussed how Francis’s expertise might help various Dulwich Society projects. Action; connect to 

Kimberley & Celia - LJ 

● To discuss Francis doing something at the Dulwich Festival, possibly similar to workshops Francis held at 

Glastonbury - Action - LJ, GM 

● To discuss a workshop at Bell House - Action - LJ, TP 

● To write a Journal Article on Studio Cultivate’s work Action - TP 

● This year’s Dulwich Society focuses were outlined. The Environment Group will focus on Sustainability, 

engage more families and conduct more social events  

● Journal article on reduce, reuse, repair and recycle + map. Action - GM & TP 

● Possible St Clement with St Peter Church Orchard article Action - LJ 

● Front Gardens update  

● Family Tree Walk Action - GH 

https://www.dulwichsociety.com/environment


● Brockwell Park Events and legal case - Lambeth Council v Protect Brockwell Park. Dulwich Society to 

explore being a stakeholder on the Brockwell Park Community Partners. Action - TP 

 

G.     Date of next meeting:   30th Sept 2025, Bell House 7:30pm 

                

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


