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Minutes, Tuesday 30th Sept 2025 

A:  Attendance and Apologies 

Members present:  Laurie Johnston, Gill Mein, Tom Palmer, Mark Marshall, Helen Pickering, Donncha O’Shea 

Guests: Simon Saville, Chair of the local branch of Butterfly Conservation, founder member of Southwark 

Nature Action Volunteers, and trustee of Wild Clapham 

 James Thompson, Dulwich Society Chair 

Apologies for absence: James Leabeater, Gaby Hornsby  

 

B: No declarations of interest. 

C:  The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. 

D: The members and guests introduced themselves and described their specialties. 

E: Items discussed: 

 

● Huw Russell and Tom Harrison have stepped down from the committee.  

● Air source heat pump talk postponed from March this year due to a relevant change in govt. legislation. 

Plans are in progress to progress this now. Action MM, JL 

● Look at a case study of solar tiles installed on Woodhall Drive. Action MM 

● Front garden policy of Dulwich Estate and Southwark Council. Southwark Council have imposed sanctions 

on a property that failed to meet criteria after works. Possible journal article. Action DO 

● New pedestrian crossing on Grove Vale. Article on East Dulwich works. Action HP 

● Explore getting a bench for Woodwarde Rd. Action HP 

● Funding approved for Croxted Rd design work. Short article for E-News Action TP 

● Apply to Southwark’s Neighbourhood fund for a pollinator pitstop at the roundabout of Burbage Rd and 

Dulwich Village. Action TP 

● Aviation Environment Federation are keen for personal stories of impact from residents. Action GM, All 

● Brockwell Live community engagement event 6th Oct 25. Action TP 

● Leisure walking map completion of route between Peckham and Dulwich/Herne Hill. Action LJ 

● Simon Saville spoke about his work with butterfly conservation and broader ecological themes.  

London is now more nature diverse than many parts of the countryside because of more variety of planting 

and lower use of pesticides.  

London now has 1500+ species, 143 nature reserves, 53% gardens, 22% green belt – whilst brownfield sites 

are often best for wildlife  

Common butterfly species have declined by 80% in the last 30 years and are migrating north at 11km a 

year.  

Insects at risk from pets with flea treatment entering water systems.  

Butterfly habitats should include nectar and pollen sources for adults, food for young, a protective habitat 

and water.  

Ivy, wildflowers, ponds nettles and year-round long grass areas are all vital. Cuttings from wildflower 

meadow should be removed to stop over fertilisation of the soil which leads to dominance of fewer species.  

There are about 10 plants that are great for butterflies. What's good for butterflies is good for other insects 

and the bat population and ultimately for biodiversity.  

A clear plan such as Lambeth bee roads should get adopted. It would be easy to have wild edges around 

every field and wild flowers in sections of grass verges. Dulwich College and Estate could enhance areas 

around their sports fields without any loss of amenity.  

Get school children involved at a young age and with monitoring species. 

Needs work at policy level – biodiversity net gain operates on percentage improvement (10%) which is not 

helpful if starting from a low percentage. Urban greening is better for net gain. 

Southwark Streets for People policy includes sections for nature.  

Simon has advised Southwark’s Environment Scrutiny Committee and Southwark Biodiversity partnership. 
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Initiatives that would help; A biodiversity action plan, improve and create biodiverse space, stop pesticides, 

lower light pollution, choosing lighting at the red end of the spectrum which is less harmful, correct 

management of hedgerows.  

It was noted green spaces across London were under threat from commercial activity.  

● A constructive response to Dulwich Estate’s Sustainability plan was proposed. Action All  

G.     Date of next meeting: 25th Nov 2025, Bell House 7:30pm 

                

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


