The Dulwich Society Environment Group
https://www.dulwichsociety.com/environment

Minutes, Tuesday 25th November 2025
A: Attendance and Apologies
Members present: Laurie Johnston, Gill Mein, Tom Palmer, Helen Pickering, Donncha O’Shea, Gaby Hornsby
Guests: Clir Margy Newens, Edward Rosten
James Thompson, Dulwich Society Chair
Apologies for absence: James Leabeater, Mark Marshall

No declarations of interest.

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

The members and guests introduced themselves and described their specialties.
Items discussed:

moow

e  Dulwich Bus Campaign - Trustees asked for advice. More information was needed to confirm some of the
claims, as was information re the causes of local delays to the P4. Supportive data was offered regarding
school run journeys. ACTION LJ

e Members were asked to report back to the group chair with updates on their areas of interest by 10th
January 2026 so that LJ can circulate report to Trustees before Trustees meeting on the 19th, where
activities of the Environment group will be an agenda item. ACTION: ALL MEMBERS

e Studio Cultivate pilot at Bell House was a success and future development was discussed. ACTION TP -
send report for publication, follow up with Bell House
Thank you drinks for volunteers will be held in the new year.

DS looking for social media help
The film ‘Future Council’ was discussed and children were taken to Southwark Council for a visit. ACTION,
look at screening this film locally GH; HP, Short report on council visit, GH

e Front gardens and green spaces - further discussions have been held with Dulwich Estate and Southwark
Council to maximize biodiversity and climate resilience. ACTION, prepare a report for publication DO
Development of Alleyns playing field Action, discuss with planning group GM

e Auviation - airport expansion and noise impact to the area discussed in context of ‘how to measure fairness’
of house impact being discussed by aviation authorities. ACTION - report back with updates, look at
highlighting the issue at Dulwich Festival, GM
Map on recycling points ACTION, GM (possibly ER)

e Pollinator Pitstop application sent for Dulwich Village roundabout with Burbage Rd. Possible journal article
ACTIONTP

e Data released by Solve the School Run on children injured to and from school was included in national
press. ACTION, invite rep to a future meeting TP, look at children’s travel in association with
interaction with nature, TP, GH
Clir Margy Newens spoke about her work on Southwark’s sustainability plan.

There was input from Simon Savile and Anna Hwang Colligan, both of whom have been guests at
Environment group meetings

e Cabinet response was largely positive

Ceasing the use of pesticides is underway - these are not used in Southwark Parks, but continue to be used

on estates and roads.

Officer engagement and training was discussed.

Drop kerbs are now only given consent if there is 6m depth of front garden space.

Work continues on improving and enhancing the green infrastructure network.

A proposal to reduce paving and increase planting in the public realm was rejected due to concerns over

maintenance.

e  Southwark is now a Right to Grow borough, with community gardens supporting placemaking, health,
community building and gentle exercise.

G. Date of next meeting: 27th Jan 2026, Bell House 7:30pm
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