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Minutes, Tuesday 27th January 2026 

A:  Attendance and Apologies 

Members present or online:  Laurie Johnston, Tom Palmer, Helen Pickering, Donncha 

O’Shea, James Leabetter, Mark Marshall, Ed Royston 

Guests: Kimberly Mears (Dulwich Society Community), Nicola Pastore (Solve the School 

Run) 

James Thompson (Dulwich Society Chair) 

Apologies for absence: Gaby Hornsby, Gill Mein 

 

B: No declarations of interest. 

C:  The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. 

D: The members and guests introduced themselves and described their specialties. 

E: Items discussed: 

 

● Chair update; Trustees gave a positive response to the work of the Environment Group 

but would like to see more outward facing projects with better connectivity across 

groups. Particularly support for front garden work, Pollinator Pitstop project and reduce, 

reuse, repair and recycling mapping.  

● Southwark was one of three boroughs awarded up to £10 million from the Better Bus 

Partnership. 

● It was agreed the date of the next meeting would be 10th March 2026 

● A front garden walk was proposed as part of this year’s Dulwich Festival. Action: DO 

● Further engagement with Dulwich Estate on their front gardens Scheme of Management 

guidelines with article following. Action: DO 

● Kimberly Mears introduced her sunflower growing project - giving all Dulwich 

residents across the four wards sunflower seeds to grow. 

The challenges of growing sunflowers were mentioned. Kimberly replied that this would 

hopefully spark conversations on relative success between friends and neighbours 

taking part.  

The ecological benefit was discussed along with the unfriendly nature of sunflowers to 

neighbouring plants and thoughts towards guidance for growers in different 

environments. 

Members of the Dulwich Society’s Garden Group are currently vetting sunflower 

varieties. The aim is to include options suitable for growing in the ground, as well as in 

pots and window boxes, for those without garden space. 

The Gardens Group are also exploring varieties that reduce the need for staking  

● Air Source heat pump event proposed for the first or second week of May and to 

contact Bell House to host Action MM, JL, TP 
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Short article proposed for Journal on the above. Action: JL, MM 

 

● Kimberly outlined her plans for an event at Dulwich Picture Gallery (DPG), targeted at 

secondary school children interested in a career in sustainability, architecture, 

environmental engineering and the design of public spaces.  

The event would have a daytime session to inspire local secondary school children 

towards careers in eco / environmental design and urban conservation, and an evening 

event to shine a light on how the Society, the Estate, Southwark’s planning group and 

the Picture Gallery achieved such a strong sustainability outcome — made possible by 

early knowledge-sharing and co-creating a brief that met everyone’s needs and 

expectations, with the aim of inspiring residents. 

Environment Group to support. Action MM, DO 

● Meeting with Bell House and Studio Cultivate to progress ecological workshops at Bell 

House, with monthly events proposed from April. Follow up with Bell House on dates. 

Action: TP 

● Funding for a ‘Pollinator Pitstop’ wildflower garden at the roundabout of Burbage Rd 

and Dulwich Village was bid for at Southwark's Community Grant event. The project has 

the support of Dulwich Estate and the DS Gardens group. 

Helpful connections offered by KM. Action KM 

A following meeting was held with Jack Townson, head gardener at DPG with 

discussions on planting and winter structures to mirror projects in the DPG garden 

spaces.  

● Further efforts to be made to bring in more interested people and groups to ongoing 

discussions. Action: TP 

● Progress to be made on recycling map with exploration on Terra recycling facilities. 

Action: ER 

● Nicola Pastore introduced the charity Solve the School Run, a ‘parent powered’ 

charity she co-founded after the fear and stress she experienced navigating the school 

run with young children. 

Latest research shows school transport including pupil journeys is responsible for 40% 

of their emissions, by far the biggest contributor.  

The charity's own research showed an increase in 50% of pollution and bus delays when 

schools were in term around Herne Hill junction.  

There were 443 reported road traffic collisions involving children on the school run last 

year, the size of a large primary. This figure is in the context of known under-reporting. 

Nicola was previously a data analyst at a consulting firm and the charity is calling for 

more data with greater access and transparency on different aspects of school run 

travel. 

The Charity wants to showcase successful schemes in Dulwich, supporting and enabling 

local groups across different areas of London. 

Solve the School Run’s three main campaigns are for every viable school to have a 

school street, for all families to have access to a cargo bike, and for a child-friendly 

kerbside. 

The Charity has separated its ‘Cargo Collective’ campaign which promotes cargo bikes 



 

 

by connecting users and those exploring their use, through discussion groups and 

‘Cargo and Cake’ events, where different bike models can be tried.  

It was noted that 75% of school journeys are made sustainably, by walking, wheeling, 

cycling, public transport and school transport. Connecting parents with shared 

experiences is one of the charity’s ongoing efforts and helps enable change.  

Better connectivity of safe routes in Dulwich was discussed. 

An article focussed on Solve the School Run’s work in Dulwich was proposed. JT and 

KM suggested Nicola contact media@dulwichsociety.com in advance of publication 

deadlines. Action TP NP 

G:     Date of next meeting: 24th March 2026, Bell House 7:30pm 
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