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Minutes, Tuesday 10 March 2026 

A:  Attendance and Apologies 

Members present or online:  Tom Palmer, Helen Pickering, Donncha O’Shea, Ed Royston, 

Gaby Hornsby, Barry Coker  

Guests: Jack Townson, Dulwich Picture Gallery Head Gardener, James Thompson, Chair 

Dulwich Society 

Apologies; Gill Mein, Mark Marshall, James Leabetter, Laurie Johnson  

 

B: No declarations of interest  

C:  The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. 

D: The members and guests introduced themselves and described their specialties. 

E: Items discussed: 

 

DO chaired the meeting  

● The committee welcomed Barry back as a member 

● Dulwich Bus Campaign  

● Front Gardens 

- Action DO to continue to work with Dulwich Estate and look at opportunities at 

Dulwich Fair  

● More children's activities. 

Action GH 

● Pollinator Pitstop funding success to create a wildflower garden at the Burbage Rd 

roundabout. 

● Discussion of how to link with Dulwich Picture Gallery projects, including dead wood 

sculptures in the winter months, providing habitat and with input from DPG 

● Project to be managed by Southwark Council with details to follow.  

● Jack Townson introduced his work in the new gardens of Dulwich Picture Gallery. His 

aim is to draw inspiration from the paintings inside the gallery, replicating themes and 

sight lines. It will be a nature-friendly garden, with wildflower areas created from hay 

strewings, a variety of planting, standing and fallen dead wood and dead hedges. 

Children's (and adults) interest will be pricked through hidden paths and explorative sight 

lines – again linked to the paintings in the gallery, with Claude-esque landscapes 

replicated by the new slopes. All organic cuttings will be composted on site, with the 

huge compost mound a deliberate feature of the garden. Consideration of the original 

plans for a quad between the cafe and the Gallery will be suggested through planting.  
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● Discussion of how different gardening groups sharing a similar ethos could be linked, 

including Dulwich Park Friends, Bell House Gardens, Dulwich Picture Gallery volunteers 

along with ambitions of the Dulwich Estate, Southwark Council along with the 

Environment Group to amplify the benefits of nature corridors and ecological 

connectivity. 

Action TP JT GH 

● Article about the DPG garden for summer Journal.  

 

             

 

 

  


