
 
 

Dulwich Society garden committee 
Minutes of meeting on Monday 25th September 2025 

 
 
Present: Celia Randell (chair), Katharine St John-Brooks, Ann Rutherford, Carol 
Britton, Joanna French 
 
Apologies: Elizabeth Rankin (secretary). Carol Britton kindly took notes 
.  
 

1. Minutes of meeting on Monday 16th June. These were approved (since 
submitted to the DS Hon Secretary for publication) 

 
2. Group members. Jeremy Prescott and Jean Cary-Elwes having retired, it 

was agreed that the group needs new members who would bring fresh 
enthusiasm and new ideas. KStJB and CCR agreed to each explore a couple 
of contacts. All were encouraged to think of other gardeners who might be 
interested.  
 

3. Journal articles. CCR thanked JF for her excellent piece in the September 
Journal and emphasised the need to use the Journal and eNews to celebrate 
and promote activities. This will be an iterative process.  
 

4. Coach trip 2026. KStJB and AR had embarked on a research trip to West 
Dean and Woolbeding, near Midhurst. It quickly became clear that West Dean 
would be too far by bus. The gardens at Woolbeding were lovely but the café 
and parking were not suitable and another garden nearby with better facilities 
would be needed.  
 

After much discussion, it was agreed that they (and possibly CB) would 
investigate Loseley, Parham and Painshill as soon as possible – either as 
stand-alone places to visit or as a pair. Other potential destinations for 2027:  
Emmetts, Petworth and Polesden Lacey.  
 

5. Local garden visits. JF had re-visited Brockwell Park Community 
Greenhouses and, though they were interesting, did not think members would 
pay for a DS outing. 
All were in favour of investigating a visit to the Charterhouse gardens and  
JF offered to get in touch with Daniel Liston about a tour of the gardens at the 
Royal Hospital, Chelsea. This could be paired with a visit to Chelsea Physic 
Garden. 
 
CCR suggested a visit to the newly opened historic gardens of Restoration 
House in Rochester – not strictly local but under an hour from Dulwich by 
train. This might be considered for 2027. 

 
 
 



 
 

6. Garden talks. These could either be online or in person – according to fee. 
BH will promote and give tech support.  CR to ask Charlie Harpur, Head 
Gardener at Knepp and Charles Fox, owner of Glendurgan, Helford, Cornwall, 
lecturer and author.  To discuss further with CB. 

 
7. Workshops Tickets to the living compost workshop and garden tour at Bell 

House selling slowly. Propagation proposed for one or more future 
workshops.  Further ideas welcome. Bell House very welcoming and keen to 
host events in support of garden education. CR to ask their gardeners what 
they might like to teach.  
 

8.  Open Gardens: AR explained to CCR that she sends out a request for 
information from potential openers in November. The brochure goes to the 
printers in early spring. Group members help to proof read.  
 
CCR to open her garden for Link Age Southwark on Sunday May 31st. 
Any left-over plants to be sold by AR at her plant sale for St Christopher’s 
Hospice on Sunday 7th June 
 
 

Next meeting dates: 10.30 Monday November 17th (AR to host) 
   10.30 Monday January 19th (KStJB to host) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Approved ……Celia Randell…………………………………………. 
 
Date………November 17 2025………………………………………. 
 

 


