
 
 

Dulwich Society Garden committee 
Minutes of meeting on Monday 17th November 2025 

105 Dulwich Village 
 

 
Present: Celia Randell (Chair), Carol Britton, Ann Rutherford 
 
Apologies for absence: Joanna French, Katharine St John-Brooks, Isabelle Grey. 
Carol Britton kindly took notes 
.  
 

1. Minutes of meeting on Monday 25th September These were approved 
(since submitted to the DS Hon Secretary for publication) 

 
2. Group members. Elizabeth Rankin has decided to retire pro tem but would 

like to be kept informed about group activities. The group understood her 
position and would be delighted if she were to re-join at some point. Isabelle 
Grey, journalist, writer, garden enthusiast and friend of KStJB and JF has 
happily agreed to join and will attend the next meeting. Karen Saunders, a 
friend of AR has also agreed to join. CR would be meeting Aruna Iyengar, a 
BBC journalist who used to work on Gardeners’ World, at the suggestion of 
both Jeremy Prescott and James Thompson. She had offered to help, though 
might not have time to join the group. 
 

3.  A Secretary is needed to take the meeting minutes.  
 

AR kindly proposed that she host a social coffee for the group.               
Friday 12th December 10.45am at 105 Dulwich Village was subsequently 
agreed   
 

4. Coach trip 2026. KStJB has booked Parham House for Wednesday 24th 
June and the coach to get there, leaving 9.30am and returning 5/5.15pm. 
Proposed cost: £42 
 

5. Local garden visits. JF to report at next meeting, CR had been advised of a 
local guide, Louisa Allen, who does interesting tours of gardens in the City of 
London. CR to investigate. 

 
6. Garden talks. CB and CR to get together to sort out some details and 

speakers for the next 2 years. Hybrid talks - in person and online - might be 
best. Bell House also keen.  
Charles Fox, owner of Glendurgan, Helford, Cornwall, lecturer and author has 
agreed to talk in 2027.  
AR suggested approaching Fergus Garrett from Great Dixter again.  
IG had proposed a talk on the history of vases and floral display by art 
historian friend, Charlotte Gere. As she is 87, she may not agree!  
A talk by a floral designer of British grown, natural flowers would fit with the 
move to greener gardening practice 



The Garden History Museum could be a good source.   
 

 
7. Workshops. Composting workshop was very stimulating but perhaps failed to 

address composting methods for smaller gardens. Future ideas: 
Propagation: best to be held in spring - lack of space to overwinter cuttings 
should be borne in mind.   
Containers: CR to ask Claudia Rutherford.  
Garden ponds; requested by Bell House.  Specialist needed; AR suggested 
Aquajoy, CR Terra Firma.   
 

8. Open Gardens AR on track. Group members ready to proof-read. 
 

9. Reaching the broader garden community. CR and IG particularly keen to 
welcome a diverse set of gardeners. IG to write article on local state school 
gardens for DS journal autumn 2026. Chair of DS Community Group, 
Kimberley Mears, keen to support Sunflower competition 2026. Sub-group 
needed.  
 
 

Next meeting dates:  Monday January 12th (KStJB to host) 
     Monday 16th March (tbc)  
 

 
 

 
Approved …Celia Randell…………………………………………………. 
 
Date…………12/01/26……………………………………………………. 
 

 


