
Minutes 

Dulwich Society Gardens Group meeting  

10.30am 12 January 2026 

 

Present: Celia Randell (chair), Isabelle Grey, Ann Rutherford, Joanna French, Katharine 
St John-Brooks, Karen Saunders 

1. Minutes of meeting on 17th November (approved) 

2. New members 

We formally welcomed Karen Saunders to the group and thanked Ann Rutherford for 
hosting a ‘welcome to new members’ coffee morning on 12 December. 

3. Talk on 17 March 7-8pm 

The talk – by Isabelle’s friend Charlotte Gere - will be held at Bell House and will focus 
on indoor gardening (popular in 19th century) including what flowers to use, window 
boxes, window sills, flower arranging etc. Action: Celia to circulate the link to the group. 
Action: Isabelle to ask Liam (film-maker at Bell House) if he can film the talk with a view 
to its going on the DS website. Action: Isabelle to send publicity material to Bell House. 

4. Future talks 

Celia is hoping to run a containers workshop with Claudia Rutherford in May. 

A follow-up to Charlotte’s talk could focus purely on flower arranging - and maybe there 
could be a separate one on dried flower arranging. The next talk is likely to be in 
September. 

5. Open Gardens 2026 (and beyond) 

Ann’s draft of ‘Dulwich Gardens Open for Charity’  is ready. Karen, Joanna (and Jeremy 
Prescott) volunteered to proof-read. Action: Ann to send draft to Karen and Joanna by 
WeTransfer. Action: Karen and Joanna to return comments to Ann by 19 January. 

To encourage people to open their gardens next year (and lower expectations for 
perfectionists), Celia will write a para for the Journal explaining that the aim is to 
support the community rather than exhibit a flawless garden. 

Discussion about opening communal gardens on estates e.g. Kingswood, Pymers 
Mead, Peckarmans Wood. Action: Isabelle to ask daughter Camilla re Peckarmans 
Wood and ask her neighbours re Pymers Mead. Maybe experiment with an opening later 
in 2026? 

6. London visits 



Joanna to meet with Ric Glenn (Royal Hospital Chelsea) on 14 January to discuss a 
potential visit in March 2027. Celia suggested possibly combining it with a visit to 
Chelsea Physic Garden. 

Joanna and Celia to visit The Charterhouse on 19 February to see if they might open in 
early June or early July (Russ Lloyd’s wife volunteers there). 

Other candidates: Temple gardens. Barbican gardens. Action: Joanna to find out the 
name of the Barbican gardener/garden designer to see if a tour is a possibility. 

7. Parham House visit on 24th June 

Katharine said that she will press ‘go’ on the Ticket Tailor website in the 3rd week of 
February so that it’s live when people receive the March journal. She explained the 
complication at Parham House re lunches. One option may be to ask people to bring 
packed lunches. Action: Katharine a) to talk to Alison at Parham House so as to be 
crystal clear about the options and b) to email Elizabeth to see if she’s willing to help on 
the day. 

8. Sunflowers   

Celia has been discussing ‘Golden Dulwich’ with Kimberly Mears (Dulwich Society 
Community lead). The plan is to encourage people – including six local primary schools 
– to plant sunflowers. They will be distributed on 11 April and all group members are to 
encourage people to participate. Action: Celia will ask Dulwich Estate if we’re allowed 
to plant seeds along the verges lining Dulwich Village. 

9. Planting around George Webster fountain 

The DS Environment group has applied for a grant of £20K to take up the paving at the 
DV roundabout and turn it into a wildflower garden. It will require replacing the existing 
soil and the volunteers are likely to need support and advice from the Gardens group. 

Future meeting dates: 

10.30am 9 March at Ann’s house (105 Dulwich Village) 

10.30am 8 June at Celia’s house (49 Alleyn Park) 

 


