Dulwich Society Gardens Group Meeting

10.30am 16 March 2026

Present: Celia Randell (chair), Isabelle Grey, Ann Rutherford, Joanna French, Katharine St John-
Brooks, Carol Britton, Karen Saunders

1. Minutes of meeting on 12th January (approved)

Outstanding action point in relation to ‘Sunflowers’: Celia advised that she has changed her mind
about the appropriateness of growing sunflowers on the Village roundabout so no need to
approach the Dulwich Estate. Seeds will be distributed locally through other efforts.

2. DGOFC Brochure Distribution

Distribution list was updated and individuals assigned to recipients (see separate updated list).
Ann advised that there are now c200 brochures in each box. Delivery number stated for each
recipient on the list is not exact so provide ‘full box’, ‘half a box’ etc as appropriate.

Action: ALL to collect required number of brochures from Ann for their assigned recipients.

3. Royal Hospital Chelsea and Charterhouse Garden visits

Joanna advised that the Royal Hospital Chelsea visit on 17 April is sold out with 4 on the waiting
list. Katharine can advise in due course on how to handle the waiting list. Action: Joanna will
email map with meeting point to final list of attendees closer to the date.

Charterhouse Garden visit will be on 9th June. Justin Dennis has agreed to give a tour which will
probably start at 11.30am and last about an hour. The visit will be for 20 people maximum. We
agreed that refreshments will be included in the ticket price of £20. Action: Celia to write entry
for April Dulwich Society e-newsletter.

Action: Joanna to alert the Gardens Group just before the e-newsletter goes out so we can be
prompt in booking our own tickets.

Future candidates: agreed that the Barbican and Chelsea Physic Garden warrant their own
separate visits. Temple gardens a future option.

4. Parham House Coach Trip

Katharine advised that 38 tickets have been sold so far, 15 are left.
Action: Katharine to re-send the link for booking to Celia for inclusion in next e-newsletter.

Action: Closer to the visit date (around end of April) Katharine will contact those signed up with
lunch options (can pre-book lunch or bring own).



Isabelle agreed to provide support on the day.

5. Garden Talks

Action: Isabelle to share obituary of Charlotte Gere (done).

Celia is working with Link Age and using contacts to develop a talk for the autumn. Likely to be

a larger event with book signing (possibly at Alleyn’s). Ashley Edwards and Tony Kirkham
possible speakers.

6. Sunflower seed distribution and planting

Seeds and compost are being distributed locally (including primary schools and various pick-up
points in the community). Celia will keep our group informed and currently no extra support is
required.

7. Workshops

Currently on hold, will revisit and develop a plan for the autumn.

8. Gardening Books

Celia suggested swapping/selling gardening books we no longer want. Action: ALL who have
gardening books they no longer want to deliver them to Celia before her open garden on Sunday
31st May.

9. Dulwich Festival - talk about gardening for birds

Celia informed us that there will be an evening talk in Dulwich Park that she is chairing.
Action: Celia to send the date of this talk to our Group.

10. Future approach for open gardens

Isabelle has discussed idea of opening communal gardens with Peckarmans Wood and Pymers
Mead. Peckarmans Wood seems like a promising option for 2027. Pymers Mead more
problematic but discussion is on-going.

Celia keen to develop and trial a different approach for open gardens, one that will encourage

new people to get involved. Possibly smaller scale/more limited access eg neighbours within a
terrace open and share their gardens.

11. Photos for e-newsletter




Action: ALL to send Celia any recent good photos they have taken of street trees/front garden
trees for future newsletters.

12. Next meeting

10.30am Monday 8 June at Celia’s (49 Alleyn Park)



