
Minutes of the 173rd meeting of the Dulwich Society  Local History Group: 16 September 2025. 
 
Present: Ian McInnes (Chair), Julia Atkins (host), Sharon O’Connor, Brian Green, David Natzler, Steven Hicks 
 
Apologies: Gavin Bowyer, Duncan Bowie, Kenneth Wolfe, Eric Large 
 
Minutes of the meeting on 8 July 2025 were approved. 
 
1. Matters arising: none 
 
2. Sub-committee members: notification of interests: none notified. 
 
3. Enquiries received: see Appendix 1. 

 

4. Local history talks: October is Brian on Dulwich & the Silver Screen; Ian in November on non-
foundation schools especially the Prep and Oakfield; December is Roger Deason on Dulwich Hamlet 
FC, January is Duncan on Sex Reformers in Dulwich (possible title from Brian: ‘Sex and the Village’); 
Julia in February on East Dulwich; and Ian in March on Dulwich eaters and drinkers. Brian suggested a 
further talk called ‘Saints & Sinners’ covering the recent research on Places of Worship and pubs. 

 

5. Places of Worship: is going very well with the group now completing a template for each place and 
will also start collating images. Affinity could be used to turn the work into an online book.  

 

6. Other ongoing research: Julia’s PhD is in the edit phase. Brian is researching the Old Vic Theatre 
School (where Rosemead School is now), its directors and its influence on the Old Vic and the 
National Theatre. Sharon is researching the Bettany family, Raymond Cusick, designer of the Daleks 
and an interactive map for Dulwich Hamlet FC. 

 

7. Information boards: Brian will research the East Dulwich Grove hospital board. We will apply for 
Southwark funding (deadline 12 October). Charter East’s Chateau Building opens 14 October. 

 

8. Local History Day will be during the Festival on the Village-focused weekend and several activities 
were discussed. Ian will draft a programme and send it round.  

 

9. Group trip to the London Archives on 11 July was a success; we now have a good understanding of 
the records they hold. Sharon will arrange a tour of the James Caird at Dulwich College. 
 

10. Any other business: the Society supported the Bell House Print Room’s lottery grant application. They 
have succeeded and will be turning the basement into a dedicated Heritage Crafts Centre. They are 
very grateful for our support. Audio posts: the chapel averages 14 plays a day, Cox’s Walk averages 
16 plays a day. (Chapel: 19,337, Cox’s Walk: 6,515 plays respectively since installation). Brian would 
like the Trustees to look at the burial ground’s maintenance because ‘No Mow May’ is affecting the 
gravestones of this Grade II monument. The manor wastes are also affected and brambles from the 
Orchard are encroaching on Burbage Rd. Ian will ask the Society to take these up with the Estate.  

 

11. Meeting dates: 25 November. For 2026: 10 March, 9 June, 8 September, 8 December. 
 
Appendix 1 Enquiries June – Sept 2025 
History of a bakery in the East Dulwich area. (24.08.2025) 
An enquiry with photographs to identify a local Dulwich/Norwood school (18.08.2025) 
77 Underhill Road and whether the modern properties next door were the result of WW2 bombing.  
The history of ownership of 10 Whateley Road SE22. (28.07.2025) 
A brewer named Charles George Glass, founder of the Castle Brewery in Johannesburg, who lived at 142 
Thurlow Park Road, SE21 in 1901. (22.07.2025) 
An enquirer was trying to establish whether Lydia S Horton, who wrote a cookery book in 1938, was the 
same Lydia married to Percy Horton. (17.07.2025) 
Preston House, 26 Dulwich Wood Avenue, and former occupants. (05.07.2025) 


