
Minutes of the 174th meeting of the Dulwich Society  Local History Group: 25 November 2025. 
 
Present: Ian McInnes (Chair), Sharon O’Connor (host), Julia Atkins, Duncan Bowie, Brian Green, Steven 

Hicks, Eric Large, David Natzler, Kenneth Wolfe, 
 
Apologies: Gavin Bowyer 
 
Minutes of the meeting on 16 September 2025 were approved. 
 
1. Matters arising: none 
 
2. Sub-committee members: notification of interests: none notified. 
 
3. Enquiries received: see Appendix. The National Archives has AI will transcription software which 

David is enquiring about. Ian will run a workshop on how we answer local history enquiries. 
 

4. Local history talks: ticket sales have been slow, we will review at the end of this series. December is 
Roger Deason on Dulwich Hamlet FC, January is Duncan on Sexual Reformers in Dulwich 1870-1925, 
Julia in February is on East Dulwich and Ian in March subject tbd. 

 

5. Places of Worship: Steven has kindly agreed to take on editing the series. Sharon will add interior 
images and captions. 

 

6. Other ongoing research: Steven has finished his biography of John, 2nd Duke of Montagu. Duncan is 
working on a school board pamphlet. He suggested doing a similar project to Places of Worship but 
for local schools. Ian is working on the houses of Sydenham Hill, Crescent Wood Road and scattered 
homes. Sharon is working on Copleston Rd. Duncan could write on the neo-Malthusians. Our articles 
in the next Journal are: Sham-fight in Dulwich; Caroline Bettany, George Bettany, Where there’s a 
Wynne, Pickwick Society, East Dulwich Hospital history, and Dalek designer Raymond Cusick. Claire 
would love to have more articles from members of this group - local history is always popular. 

 

7. Information board for hospital war memorial: in the 1970s during refurbishments the cross was 
broken and the base with the names was discarded. Brian helped the hospital authority commission a 
replacement which is now listed as a Grade II war memorial. Brian has uncovered an autograph 
album with notes and verses which could be digitised. We have applied for Southwark funding for the 
board and we will pitch in January.  

 

8. Local History Day it was agreed to revert to Festival walks. Duncan will offer his Social Radicals 
walks. Eric will offer a walk, either on the River Effra or another topic. Brian will offer a tour of the 
Chapel and Sharon will offer the children/family walk. Brian has artefacts salvaged from the cellar of 
Aysgarth House which we can offer to attendees. 

 

9. Group trip to the James Caird was a success. We saw many related artefacts in the College Archive 
including Aurora Australis, the book that was written and printed on the Antarctic ice. It’s possible we 
could offer a simplified version of this tour to the wider membership, Sharon will check with Freddie.  
 

10. Any other business: Gavin kindly offered the group a selection of local history papers and images. 
Many of them were taken and Sharon will offer the remainder to Southwark Local Studies. 

 

11. Meeting dates: 10 March, 9 June, 8 September, 8 December 2026. 
 
Appendix 1 Enquiries September-November 2025 
An enquiry about whether there is any evidence of the de Crespigny family of Champion Hill owning the site 

where Dulwich Hamlet Football Club is based  

A request for information about 13 Underhill Road, SE22 - a stylistically unusual freestanding house, unlike 

any other houses in the area 



An enquiry about an arrow, prominently scratched into the wall adjacent to a front door, roughly at eye level, 

in houses  near Ruskin Park in Herne Hill  

What happened to Allison Towers in Dulwich between the bankruptcy of A W Hume and the 1891 census?  

What happened to an impressive Victorian House on the left hand side of Overhill Road, coming up from 

Lordship Lane, with castellation hence its nickname: “The Castle”? 

An enquiry from Australia looking for records for Minnie Florence Lovell, a nurse who might have worked, 

and cared for Canadian soldiers, in a Southwark Hospital  

A recent enquiry about Lord Thurlow, following an article in the Dulwich Society Journal, has resulted in a 

transcript of his will being sent to the Local History Group  

An enquiry about whether 77 Turney Road had a house name  

A follow-up to Brian Green's article on Lost Homes: The Hotel at Spy Corner and where information about 

the connection to Croation nationalists came from 

Did the descendants of Albert Chapman live in Dulwich from the 1930s/40s? 

William Folks, a member of the West Bromwich Albion football team who also played for Dulwich Hamlet. 

House History Queries: 

97 Crystal Palace Road 

13 Underhill Road 

 


