
Minutes of the 175th meeting of the Dulwich Society Local History Group: 10 March 2026. 
 
Present: Ian McInnes (Chair), Sharon O’Connor (host), Julia Atkins, Duncan Bowie, Brian Green, Steven 

Hicks, Kenneth Wolfe 
 
Apologies: Gavin Bowyer, David Natzler, Eric Large 
 
Minutes of the meeting on 25 November 2025 were approved. 
 
1. Matters arising: none 
 
2. Sub-committee members: notification of interests: none notified. 
 
3. Enquiries received: see Appendix 1. One received yesterday on whether Lord Thurlow built or had a 

house in Hampshire. House appears to have been built after his death.  
 

4. Dulwich Festival: 8-17 May 2026. We have 11 events this year, with talks by Ian and Brian as well as 
our walks. See Appendix 2. If you can help steward any walks please let Sharon know. 

 

5. Local history talks: Ticket sales have picked up, Julia’s talk in particular was very popular with 88 
tickets sold. April is Ian on Food and Drink. 

 

6. Places of Worship: Steven has kindly taken on editing the series. Sharon is formatting and adding 
images and captions. St John’s East Dulwich is up on the map so you can see how it will all look. 

 

7. Other ongoing research/outcomes: Ian’s Substack Dulwich Past now has 180 subscribers and 11 
articles and would welcome articles which are not appropriate for the Journal. Gavin is writing on the 
1926 General Strike, Sharon on Huguenots and Bell Cottage. 

 

8. Information board for hospital war memorial: the decision for Southwark funding for the board (and 
the South Croxted Rd bus stop) will be given tomorrow (11 March).  

 

9. Local History Summer Party 25 June talk on Anne Shelton followed by drinks in the garden. 
 

10. Anniversaries: 90th anniversary of the Crystal Palace fire. Any other suggestions for articles inspired 
by anniversaries. 
 

11. Any other business: possible article on the The Gardens/Kelmore Grove area: Ian and Julia will 
compare notes. 

 

12. Meeting dates: 2 June, 8 September, 8 December.  
 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1cZ407-kC_H4nAXti5FcaV2CW3pP67FE&ll=51.47038857493331%2C-0.09104736069268426&z=14


Appendix 1 Enquiries November 2025-February 2026 
 

An enquirer researching the poet Gloria Komai seeking further information about a list of writers alongside, 
Dannie Abse and Muriel Spark.  
Following Dulwich Society research on people of colour in Dulwich, featuring Dr. Seth Cudjoe, a request for 
more information about his time in the UK.  
A request for information about Huguenot family connections in Dulwich.   
Where did the artist Elsie Henderson live? In or around 1905, was it Housefield or Hourfield or Homesfield 
on Thurlow Park Road?  
A.E.W. Mason (the author) was born at 'Eversleigh' in Dulwich, but where was it? 
What is the historical background for the routing of the P4 bus? Did it originally run along Court Lane? When 
and why did it change?  
An enquiry about the right of way and access to a lane that runs from Melford Road, SE22 between the 
gardens of Underhill and Wood Vale Rds; and, with a key to a gate, who determined who could use the lane?  
A university project on the architectural and social history of 131 Sydenham Hill and help requested to trace 
any historical information, maps, or references relating to the earlier house on this plot  
A personal story about the V2 bomb that fell in Court Lane sent to the Local History Society 
Who has lived at 42 Overhill Road 
An enquirer tracing the family tree of Warwick Wilberforce Russell at Trevonne Lodge, Court Lane, SE21  
An enquiry about whether there is a pillar box with a King George VI (1936 to 1952) cypher on the front in or 
near to Crystal Palace and Upper Norwood.  
 
Appendix 2 Dulwich Festival events 
 
TOUR OF CHRIST'S CHAPEL: 400 YEARS OF HISTORY IN 90 MINUTES 
Date & Time 
10.00am-11.30am, Saturday 9 May 
 
Guide copy (up to 25 words) 
Step inside 400 years of history at Christ’s Chapel in Dulwich Village. Discover fascinating stories of Edward 
Alleyn’s College with renowned local historian Brian Green. 
 
Start and end locations  
Christ’s Chapel, Dulwich Village SE21 7AS 
 
Longer copy for the website (up to 200 words) 
Discover 400 years of remarkable history at Christ's Chapel and neighbouring Old College. Built in 1616 by 
the Elizabethan actor/manager Edward Alleyn, it was soon in the midst of a power struggle between 
opposing religious factions. Vandalized by mob violence and occupied by the Parliamentary Army, it 
witnessed a Dulwich unrecognizable by visitors today. In time, art replaced anarchy and music was restored 
in the form of its beautiful Georgian organ. A succession of changes to the interior saw the chapel 
beautified as architectural and religious emphasis changed. Led by Brian Green, this tour brings the past 
vividly to life. 
 
DULWICH VILLAGE SOCIAL RADICALS WALK 
Date & Time 
11.00am-1.00pm, Saturday 9 May 
 
Guide copy (up to 25 words) 
A walk around Dulwich Village guided by Duncan Bowie uncovering some of the fascinating and unlikely 
social radicals who lived there. 
 
Start and end locations  
North Dulwich station/Sydenham Hill station 
 
Longer copy for the website (up to 200 words) 
Join historian Duncan Bowie to learn about the lives and politics of some of the radicals and socialists who 
have lived and been politically active in Dulwich Village: some known, some unknown, some just eccentric.  



 
 
DULWICH THROUGH THE AGES WALK 
Date & Time 
11am-12.30pm, Saturday 9 May 
And  
11am-12.30pm, Sunday 10 May 
 
Guide copy (up to 25 words) 
Explore Dulwich Village with London guide and historian Eric Large discovering historic buildings, stories, 
local characters and centuries of heritage woven through our beautiful streets. 
 
Start and end locations  
Start at North Dulwich station/end at Christ’s Chapel. 
 
Longer copy for the website (up to 200 words) 
Discover the rich heritage of Dulwich Village on this engaging guided local history walk with London guide 
and historian Eric Large. Stroll through its picturesque streets as you uncover centuries of stories hidden 
behind familiar façades. From historic burial ground to surviving almshouse to long-established 
institutions, you’ll gain fresh insight into how Dulwich has evolved over time. Along the way, hear about 
influential local figures, architectural details you may have overlooked, and the social history that shaped 
the community. Perfect for residents and visitors alike, this walk reveals Dulwich’s character, charm, and 
remarkable past. 
 
 
DULWICH TIME TRAVELLERS WALK: A HISTORY QUEST FOR FAMILIES 
Date & Time 
3pm-4pm, Saturday 9 May 
 
Guide copy (up to 25 words) 
Step into the past on this family-friendly walk where local historian Sharon O’Connor will bring Dulwich's 
history to life in an engaging way for curious minds. 
 
Start and end locations  
Start at the Burial Ground, end at Christ’s Chapel. 
 
Longer copy for the website (up to 200 words) 
This family-friendly walk by local historian Sharon O’Connor offers a fresh way of discovering Dulwich’s 
past: not a historical timeline, but a journey through clues hiding in plain sight. Along the way, children and 
adults alike will spot curious details that often go unnoticed: mysterious stink pipes, faded ghost signs and 
traces of old shops and schools. It’s an engaging, eye-opening adventure that reveals the layers of history 
woven into our streets and spaces. 
 
 
EAST DULWICH BEER HOUSES & BEER SHOPS TALK 
Date & Time 
7.30pm-9.00pm, Monday 11 May 
 
Guide copy (up to 25 words) 
A lively local history talk exploring East Dulwich’s forgotten beer houses and beer shops, revealing colourful 
landlords, community life and changing drinking traditions. 
 
Start and end locations  
Upstairs at the Crown & Greyhound, 73 Dulwich Village, SE21 7BJ 
 
Longer copy for the website (up to 200 words) 
This lively local history talk uncovers the forgotten world of East Dulwich's beer houses and beer shops 
which complemented the large number of public houses. Booth's social survey ‘Inquiry into the Life and 



Labour of the People in London,’ reported on the area in the winter of 1899 and was surprised by the 
number of children seen in the streets carrying large jugs of beer. Through old records, newspaper reports, 
and anecdotes, you’ll meet some colourful landlords and explore the impact of changing licensing laws and 
temperance campaigns and how the businesses gradually disappeared after World War 2. 
 
 
WEST DULWICH SOCIAL RADICALS WALK 
Date & Time 
11.00am-1.00pm, Saturday 16 May 
 
Guide copy (up to 25 words) 
A walk around West Dulwich guided by Duncan Bowie covering some of the fascinating and unlikely social 
radicals who lived there. 
 
Start and end locations  
West Dulwich station/Gipsy Hill station 
 
Longer copy for the website (up to 200 words) 
Join Duncan Bowie to learn about the lives and politics of some of the radicals and socialists who have 
lived and been politically active in West Dulwich: some known, some unknown, some just eccentric.  
 
 
RAILWAY HISTORY, HERNE HILL TO SYDENHAM HILL 
Date & Time 
2.00pm-4.00pm, Saturday 16 May 
 
Guide copy (up to 25 words) 
Join Ian McInnes for this combined rail/walking tour which will give a history of one of Dulwich’s railways 
and its impact on the Dulwich area. 
 
Start and end locations  
Herne Hill Station Booking Office/Sydenham Hill station 
 
Longer copy for the website (up to 200 words) 
Opened in 1863 as part of the London, Chatham and Dover Railway Company's City branch line to 
Blackfriars, the money paid to the Dulwich Estate for the land to build this section of railway between the 
two stations made a major contribution towards the construction of the current Dulwich College buildings. 
This combined rail/walking tour will give a more detailed idea of how railways were built in the mid C19 and 
their impact on the surrounding area. Please bring an Oyster card. 
 
 
WEST NORWOOD CEMETERY LOCAL HISTORY WALK 
Date & Time 
11.00am-1.00pm, Sunday 17 May 
And  
2.30pm-4.30pm, Sunday 17 May 
 
Guide copy (up to 25 words) 
A walk around West Norwood Cemetery guided by the Chair of the Friends of West Norwood Cemetery Dr 
Jane Jordan, covering some of its fascinating Dulwich residents. 
 
Start and end locations  
Entrance of West Norwood Cemetery, Norwood Rd, SE27 9JU 
 
Longer copy for the website (up to 200 words) 
Uncover the hidden stories of Dulwich at West Norwood Cemetery in this guided walk. Join Dr Jane Jordan 
of the Friends of West Norwood Cemetery for a captivating journey through time, exploring the remarkable 
lives of Dulwich residents now resting in West Norwood's historic grounds. She will reveal the untold 



narratives of ordinary and extraordinary people who once walked Dulwich streets. Discover forgotten tales 
of local heroes, artists, entrepreneurs, and everyday citizens.  
 
 
EAST DULWICH SOCIAL RADICALS WALK 
Date & Time 
11.00am-1.00pm, Sunday 17 May 
 
Guide copy (up to 25 words) 
A walk around East Dulwich guided by Duncan Bowie covering some of the fascinating and unlikely social 
radicals who lived there. 
 
Start and end locations  
Grove Vale Library/Dulwich Library 
 
Longer copy for the website (up to 200 words) 
Join Duncan Bowie to learn about the lives and politics of some of the radicals and socialists who have 
lived and been politically active in East Dulwich: some known, some unknown, some just eccentric.  
 
 
 
 


