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Dulwich Society 562nd Trustee Meeting  

Monday 17 November 2025, Lutyens Room, Bell House 
 
Attendees: 
 
Officers 
James Thompson – Chair 
Jane Jones – Secretary 
Russell Lloyd – Treasurer   
 
Activity Group Chairs  
Peter Roseveare – Wildlife & Trees 
Penny Stern – Planning & Architecture 
Ian McInnes – Local History 
Celia Randell (CCR) – Gardens 
Laurie Johnston – Environment 
 
Sharon O’Connor – Communications & Media  
Richard Wingfield – Strategy & Development 
Claire Richards (CR) – Journal Editor 
Kimberly Mears – Community 
Christine Brandon - Membership 
 
The meeting started at 7.34pm. 
 
1. Apologies 

Kenneth Wolfe – Honorary President 
Patsy Bramble – Licensing 
Sue Badman – Vice Chair 
 

2. New declarations of interest 

No new interests were declared and it was noted that JT is no longer honorary 
independent examiner of the Dulwich Festival – see current Register of Interests 
attached. 

3. Approval of the minutes of the trustee meeting on 15 September 2025 and matters 
arising 

The minutes as circulated were approved. 
Action: JJ to post approved minutes of 15 September 2025 on the website.  

Matters arising: 

§ 3 The approved minutes of the trustee meeting of 14 July 2025 had been posted 
on the website. 

§ 5b)   SB had made the application for a Neighbourhood Grant for the maintenance of 
the white posts and chains.  
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Other action points are reported under the respective items below. 

4. Chair’s Report 

The Chair’s Report had been circulated prior to the meeting and the points covered are 
dealt with under the respective items below. In response to a question from CCR, JT 
explained that his proposed restructuring of the agenda was to give the opportunity to 
look in greater depth at the work of the individual activity groups via the Special Reports, 
and also to focus, each meeting, on one of the seven development strategy points. 
Recent meetings attended by JT included an exhibition opening at Dulwich Picture 
Gallery, a remembrance ceremony at the war memorial and the Estate surgery with SB. 

5. Vice-Chair’s report 

The Vice-Chair’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting and included the 
following: 

a) Assets: a form is being completed for the Diocese of Southwark to confirm the 
moving of the Stocks Stone.  

b) SB continues to represent the DS at the Cuppa with a Coppa (CWAC) events. 
Sgt. Dan Warner, the new sergeant for Dulwich Village and Dulwich Wood, has 
been briefed on using DS communication channels for police messages. 
Community Roadwatch is starting up again and SB has attended one event in 
East Dulwich Grove. 210 residents have already signed up to the Met Engage 
initiative. Particular focus is on phone snatching, robbery and motor vehicle 
crime, with hotspots in Herne Hill and Village roads. 

c) SB and PR met with Philip Louis and Karen Wood on 15 September for an 
update on Farquhar Rd tree issues and tree management in general. The DE is 
about to publish a new tree and land management strategy. 

d) Closure of shops: Fired Earth has gone into administration and the North parade 
unit is closed. Cuppo Bubbo in Herne Hill is looking for new owners as the current 
owners want to move. 

e) Brockwell Park Events: the legal campaign is continuing, while tickets are being 
sold and acts announced. 

f) Dulwich bus campaign: Patty Harper is co-ordinating a campaign to get the P4 
upgraded or the 201 bus rerouted through Dulwich Village. See §16c) below. 

6. Treasurer’s report 
 
RL provided a summary of the accounts as at 12 November 2025. There was a slightly 
larger surplus of income over expenditure than expected. Not many payments had been 
made recently and there was increased income from advertising, looked after by Jane 
Coupe. He also acknowledged the work done by CB that had resulted in increased gift 
aid from members. The Society could therefore look at potential grants and donations. 

Action: JT to contact potential good causes. 

7. Special report - Community 

KM has continued meeting with trustees to gain ideas for shaping the role for this new 
DS Activity. To summarise, the mission is to build connection and foster a sense of 
belonging across all areas of Dulwich, with a focus on three themes: personal agency – 
highlighting ways residents can get involved and build meaningful connections beyond 
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everyday neighbourliness; “jolts of joy” – shared moments of enjoyment and celebration 
reminding us why community matters; and intergenerational cross-pollination – linking 
young families, schools and older residents. 
The aim is to work alongside other DS groups, local schools, businesses and charities, 
and to grow the team to better reflect the whole community. An initial priority is to 
identify how residents can help at local state primary and secondary schools. RW spoke 
of reaching groups of people who are not already engaged, such as younger people 
without children and residents of East and West Dulwich. Membership of this 
Community Group will be by invitation of the chair, will be limited to six and open to DS 
members who share these aims. In terms of extended reach, JT suggested approaches 
to residents’/tenants’ associations. RW mentioned initiatives such as access to 
computers for young people, and help for older residents with tech skills.  
KM was thanked for her informative and constructive report. 

Action: KM to write a Journal article setting out the objectives, challenges and 
recruitment for the Community Group. 

Action: RW to send Southwark charities contacts to KM. 

8. Society events 
 
a) West Dulwich Christmas Fair 
JJ produced a rota of trustees to man the DS stall on 29 November and would bring the 
Whack-a-Rat to attract attention. The winter issue of the Journal will be ready by then 
and CR had requested extra copies to hand out. The new membership leaflet will also 
be ready for the fair. 

Action: JJ to send out rota and set up the stall. 

b) RW reported that two joint DS/Dulwich Social daytime events had been hosted at 
Rocca; both had gone well, bringing together two groups who wouldn’t otherwise meet. 
A Christmas drinks event was also being organised, co-hosted with Suzanne James in 
her event space in Northcross Rd on 9 December. 

9. Membership 

a) CB reported that the campaign to gather email addresses for Mailchimp was going 
well, producing over 120 new addresses. Likewise, the push for members to switch from 
standing order has added over 350 new direct debits (many with gift aid). CB was 
thanked for the huge amount of work involved in maintaining and improving the 
membership lists and communications. A social event thanking volunteers, now 
numbering 124, was mooted, perhaps at Bell House so we can do our own catering.  

Action: CB and JT to fix a date and venue for the volunteers’ event in the New 
Year. 

b) CB had drafted a new membership leaflet explicitly encompassing East and West 
Dulwich as well as Dulwich Village. It had been circulated to trustees and the comments 
had been taken on board; the new leaflet will now be sent for printing. 

10. Development and strategy report 

Social media presence: a lead has yet to be identified. An invitation to membership will 
be posted in the eNews.  
Social events: a start has now been made with the joint coffee mornings with Dulwich 
Social and the drinks event with Susanne James.  
Supporting and encouraging volunteers: the Mailchimp records can now be used to 
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approach volunteers directly, asking about their experience and potentially sharing 
guidance and best practice. CR commented that the members of the individual activity 
groups don’t necessarily have an overall view of DS aims and activities. 

Action: RW, KM and SB to look at a more structured plan to encourage 
involvement and support volunteers, and also to produce a Journal article on 
volunteering opportunities with DS. 

11. Journal report 

To provide more coverage of East Dulwich, the centre spread of the Winter issue 
features the former East Dulwich Hospital site and the new Charter School East Dulwich 
buildings. Other features include Community Patrols and the benefits felt by volunteers, 
the moving of the historic Stock Stone and the opening by the Queen of the new ArtPlay 
pavilion at Dulwich Picture Gallery; the DS’s donation to this last project was marked by 
a sign at the new DPG entrance. 

For future articles, CR suggested more on Planning as it is a big part of DS work, and 
environmental information for householders such as the current guidance on installing 
air source heat pumps (ASHP) and solar panels. The deadline for the next issue is 25 
January. 

Action: PS and LJ to look at possible Journal articles. 

12. Media & communications report 
 
SO’C had provided her report in advance of the meeting, detailing 213 followers on 
Bluesky for the main Society and 904 for the Local History account. DS events are 
shared across a number of platforms, including the eNews, and the website is regularly 
updated with local news. 

13. Other group reports 

Local History: 
SO’C reported a decline in ticket sales for the joint Bell House/DS online history talks. 
This may be due to the subject matter or a general decline in enthusiasm for Zoom 
sessions. IMcI said they would monitor the situation with the upcoming talks and 
consider the choice of subjects to see if uptake improved. Numerous LH articles had 
been produced for the Winter Journal and the churches sub-group is progressing with its 
research. Eleven information requests had been answered. 
IMcI has submitted an application to the Southwark environmental fund for repairs to the 
historic bus shelter in South Croxted Rd and for the information sign for the Charter 
School war memorial. 
Preliminary ideas are being discussed for a Dulwich Local History Day. 

Gardens: 
CCR had produced a detailed account of the activities of the Garden Group circulated 
prior to the meeting, and was able to report that a new secretary has now been found. 
The group needs to grow in order to fulfil the strategic objective of involving a broader 
group of Dulwich residents to build on existing activities. A new member, Isabelle Grey, 
will be writing regular articles for the Journal. 
Discussions had been had with Southwark and DE regarding responsibility for various 
amenity areas about which confusion exists. Other topics reported included works in 
Dulwich Wood and a grant for planting containers in Dulwich Square. 
CCR had attended a meeting of the Wildlife & Trees group and been able to identify 
areas of overlap in their activities.  
The composting workshop at Bell House on 14 October had been well attended. Future 
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events included next summer’s garden coach trip to Parham House on 24 June, garden 
visits within London and possible subjects for talks. 

Wildlife & Trees  
PR has informed the Group that he will be standing down shortly. As he currently 
combines two roles – Group Chair and Wildlife Recorder – these activities should 
perhaps be separated in order to find a successor. The Chair of the Wildlife & Trees 
Group and Vice-Chair of the Society had met Philip Louis, DE tree manager, and 
learned of the plan to scan and map all significant trees on the Estate for monitoring tree 
health. Following the attendance of CCR at the October meeting, the group was pleased 
to note the shift in emphasis to gardening for wildlife. 

Environment 
LJ reported that the September meeting had been attended by guest speaker Simon 
Saville (Chair of the local branch of Butterfly Conservation, founder member of 
Southwark Nature Action Volunteers and trustee of Wild Clapham) to talk about the 
challenges and opportunities of biodiversity in an urban environment and how the DS 
can contribute. The attendance of a previous guest had led to a Journal article and a 
successful nature activity for children at Bell House in October. 
The group is applying for a Neighbourhood Grant to depave the centre of the Burbage 
Rd junction roundabout. Future plans include a talk for the community on retrofitting, 
working with the Planning & Architecture group on solar panels, guidance for front 
gardens, a local map of recycling facilities and a tree walk for children. 

Planning & Architecture 
PS had supplied a list of planning and SOM licensing applications prior to the meeting, 
together with updates on projects including Dulwich Library, Railway Rise East Dulwich 
and JAGS. In response to a question regarding telephone masts, PS reported that she 
had not found any planning applications. 

14. Dulwich Estate 
Advisory Committee: following a lack of response from the DE management, RW and PS 
had sent a letter to the DE trustees (draft circulated to DS trustees beforehand) 
regarding the reduced number of meetings of the Advisory Committee, the transparency 
of the process applied, and the length of service of its members. Awaiting a response. 
 

15. Dates for 2026 meetings and AGM 

JT had made enquiries of Alleyn’s School and the Great Hall was available for the AGM 
on 27 April 2026. As JJ had already booked the Crown & Greyhound, a decision would 
be made shortly. 

Action: JT and JJ to finalise booking for the 2026 AGM. 

It was decided to continue trustee meetings at Bell House, preferably in the Lutyens 
Room for the colder months. 

Action: JJ to book 2026 trustee meeting with Bell House for the following dates: 

19 January 
16 March 
18 May 
20 July 
21 September 
16 November 
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16. A.O.B.  
 
a) SO’C had forwarded to the trustees a report produced by Bell House outlining the 
positive contribution the DS has made to Bell House through its talks, events and 
donations, supporting the BH aims of inclusion, creativity and lifelong learning. 
 
b) IMcI reported that the DS had been gifted an old photograph of Dulwich Hamlet school 
and it was agreed that the Society would pay for this to be framed and then given to the 
school. 
 
c) IMcI suggested that the DS support the campaign to re-route the 201 bus (see § 5f) as 
it provided a very useful link between West Dulwich and Dulwich Village; it was agreed to 
consider the proposal. 

 
17. Date of Next Meeting: 

Monday 19 January 2026, Lutyens Room, Bell House 
 
      

 The meeting ended at 9.40pm   

 

      Jane Jones, Secretary     January 2026 

 

      Signed:  James Thompson    Date: 19 January 2026 

      (James Thompson, Chair) 
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Appendix 1  Trustee Register of Interests (as of 17 November 2025) 

Kenneth Wolfe (Honorary President) – Member of the Friends of Dulwich Square  
 
James Thompson (Chair) - Anne, my spouse, is the Bursar of Herne Hill School 
 
Sue Badman (Vice Chair) - Safeguarding Officer and Member of Parochial Church Council, 
St Simon Zelotes, Chelsea, SW3; Lay member of Chelsea Deanery Synod; Teacher of 
English as a Second Language (Chelsea – part of All Souls Church Free English group); 
Member/Attendee of Dulwich Village Ward Safer Neighbourhood Panel. 
 
Ian McInnes – Son Tim McInnes is Chair of the Herne Hill Velodrome Trust. 

Patsy Bramble – Member of Sydenham Hill Ridge Neighbourhood Forum 

Peter Roseveare is a member of the Burbage Road Residents Association 

Penny Stern – Chair of Frank Dixon Way & Close RA; Dulwich Society-nominated member 

of the Advisory Committee of the Scheme of Management of the Dulwich Estate 

Claire Richards - Member of Lambeth Wind Orchestra and a committee member of Dulwich 
Symphony Orchestra; Secretary of the Herne Hill Music Festival.  

Laurie Johnston - Volunteer Chair of Southwark Living Streets; Volunteer Secretary of 
London Living Streets, the national charity which campaigns for everyday walking and 
wheeling. 
 
Richard Wingfield - Chair of Southwark Liberal Democrats; Dulwich Society nominated 
member of the Advisory Committee of the Scheme of Management of The Dulwich Estate 
 
 
For Information    

The Dulwich Society is a member of the London Forum and the Aviation Environment 

Forum. The Wildlife/Trees Group has membership of The Woodland Trust and Dulwich Park 

Friends.  


