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Society

Dulwich Society 563rd Trustee Meeting
Monday 19 January 2026, Macandrew Room, Bell House

Attendees:

Officers

James Thompson — Chair
Sue Badman - Vice Chair
Jane Jones — Secretary
Russell Lloyd — Treasurer

Activity Group Chairs

Penny Stern — Planning & Architecture
Celia Randell (CCR) — Gardens
Laurie Johnston — Environment

Patsy Bramble — Licensing

Richard Wingfield — Strategy & Development
Claire Richards (CR) — Journal Editor
Kimberly Mears — Community

Christine Brandon - Membership

The meeting started at 7.34pm.

1.

Apologies

Kenneth Wolfe — Honorary President

lan Mclnnes — Local History

Peter Roseveare — Wildlife & Trees

Sharon O’Connor — Communications & Media

New declarations of interest

It was noted that CR is no longer the secretary of the Herne Hill music festival but is now
the secretary of the Dulwich Symphony Orchestra — see current Register of Interests
attached.

Approval of the minutes of the trustee meeting on 17 November 2025 and matters
arising

The minutes as circulated were approved and signed by JT. Matters arising would be
dealt with later under A.O.B.

Action: JJ to post approved minutes of 17 November 2025 on the website.

Special report - Environment

This item had been moved up the agenda as LJ had to leave the meeting early.
The in-depth Environment Group report had been circulated to the trustees in advance.



Meeting for the first time in January 2024, the Environment Group was initially conceived
in order for the Society to consider the need to adapt to (and mitigate where possible)
the effects of climate change. LR emphasised that as a new group for the Society, it is
still finding its way but is now getting into a rhythm. The past two years have been spent
establishing its governance structures and defining roles. One of its strengths is that the
members are all experts in their field so that they can provide up-to-date, evidence-
based advice on local environmental issues. A long-term goal is to recruit more young
volunteers to the Society, but as the Environment Group’s members already tend to be
younger than those of other DS groups, professional and family demands mean it is not
always easy to meet in person and organise events. A new member has been recruited
specialising in waste and recycling (whose membership was approved), but a recent gap
has arisen for someone to cover public transport, especially as Southwark has just won
funding through TfL’s Better Bus Partnership and this will have a big impact on our local
transport.

Guest speakers at meetings are either experts in a particular environmental field or
locals working on environmental issues. This allows members to increase their
knowledge and share ideas and projects. LJ reported some of the behind-the-scenes
work undertaken by the group, working on sustainability either with other DS groups, or
in conjunction with the Dulwich Estate or Southwark: development of sustainability
guidelines, front garden design, street design, pedestrian safety and biodiversity. In the
pipeline are a local tree walk for children and the greening of the concrete centre of the
George Webster memorial roundabout of the Village, for which a funding application has
been made to Southwark. Group members also contribute a wide variety of
environmental articles for the Journal.

Several trustees highlighted the personal attacks that some members of this group had
experienced in the past over contentious local issues. LJ is aware of the support and
protection needed, and the group is always happy to discuss opposing views that are
well-founded and researched.

JT thanked LJ for this detailed and informative report.

Dulwich Estate

JT recapped on the current relationship of the Dulwich Society with the Dulwich Estate,
through its representation on the Advisory Committee, an important and pivotal role for
our members and the local community. The aim was always to maintain a good working
relationship through constructive input. Openness by the Estate is important, but this had
recently been diminished by some decisions of the Estate.

The discussion that followed was confidential.

. Chair’s report

The Chair’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting. It covered recent Dulwich
Estate issues (see §5 above), membership data, Society events (see §9 below), AGM
planning (see §15 below) and long-term strategic goals.

. Vice-Chair's report

The Vice-Chair’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting. A decision was still
awaited on the Southwark grant applications (see previous minutes). SB reported a
change of personnel for the police team in Dulwich Village. The main point of discussion
was the security of the Edward Alleyn sculpture, the Society’s most valuable asset
currently insured for £70,000, in view of the past theft of the Hepworth sculpture from
Dulwich Park and possible vandalism. Possible steps were the installation of a security



8.

10.

11.

camera, or the digital scanning of the statue which could be used to recreate it as the
original mould had been destroyed. SB to seek the views of the sculptor.

Treasurer’s report

RL had circulated the bank summary, budget, Mary Boast fund statement, payments
and receipts prior to the meeting and briefly went over the financial position. The Society
currently has just under £48,000 in banks and £59,000 on deposit.

Society events

The volunteers’ event is arranged for 11 February at Bell House and trustees were
asked to encourage any volunteers they knew to attend. This would provide an
opportunity for networking, as well as showing the Society’s appreciation of their
contributions.

9 a) Golden Dulwich: CCR and KM reported that the Gardens Group in conjunction with
Community are developing a project to distribute sunflower seeds to residents, via local
state schools, residents’ associations and Society members, to encourage widespread
planting of sunflowers this summer, a small-scale version of Dulwich in Bloom. The
planned date for the launch is 25 April and this will be advertised via the Journal, social
media, DS website and mailings.

Membership

CB reported that there are currently 1,325 members, including 11 new members from
the DS stall at the West Dulwich Christmas Fair. After a big campaign, there are now
884 members on direct debit, but over four hundred still paying by other means, mainly
standing orders despite numerous requests to switch. Unfortunately, some members
moving to direct debit had omitted to cancel their standing order and so had paid twice.
They would be asked if they wished a refund or to donate the extra amount. One final
notification will be issued to standing order members in March after the membership
renewal work is over. Despite an appeal, very few recipients of mailed Journals had
made a contribution to the cost of postage.

Development and strategy report

RW spoke of the now established pattern of social events in conjunction with Dulwich
Social, with coffee mornings on the second Friday of the month. There had also been a
pre-Christmas event at Fabulous Fifty Seven in North Cross Rd, jointly hosted with local
caterer Susanne James. RW and SB will be looking at ways of recognising and
celebrating the contribution of volunteers, and will produce a Journal article.

Action: RW to provide a recap for the next trustee meeting on the Society’s
development and strategy activities one year on.

12. Journal report

13.

CR indicated that the deadline for Spring Journal articles was 25 January. One featured
article from a member of the Wildlife and Trees Group on falling bird numbers could tie
in with a possible Dulwich Festival event also involving the Gardens group.

Media & communications report

SO’C was not present but her report, circulated prior to the meeting, continued to
indicate good feedback and a high 'open’ rate for the eNews and increased follower
numbers on Bluesky: 217 for the Society account and 971 for the Local History Group.



14. Other group reports

15.

16.

Local History
IMcl was also unable to attend the meeting but had provided a very full account of the

group’s activities, including the online talks, ongoing projects, research queries
answered and possible contributions to the Dulwich Festival 2026. As a result of one
query, the Carriage Society will be publishing the group’s articles on Thomas Tilling in
their next newsletter. The recent surge in Bluesky followers could indicate defections
from X in the light of recent adverse publicity. The idea for a Dulwich Local History Day
was paused for the time being.

Gardens

CCR was pleased to report a new member to the group (whose membership was
approved), who may be assigned a specific role once she has settled in. The group is
pursuing potential tie-ins with local charities: Link Age Southwark and St Christophers.
In view of the dwindling number of participants in the fundraising Open Gardens project,
perhaps due to age, use of professional gardeners or lack of confidence, the Gardens
Group is working on a new model that would work for smaller gardens or those without
side access. Other projects include Golden Dulwich (see §9 above) and the grant
application for the pollinator pitstop on the George Webster memorial roundabout in
conjunction with the Environment Group (see §4 above). A variety of talks, garden visits
and workshops were organised or in the pipeline for the coming year.

Wildlife & Trees:

Two young wildlife enthusiasts had attended a recent meeting of the group and
expressed an interest in joining. With PR stepping down as Chair after the 2026 AGM, a
current member of the group has agreed to assume the role of trustee representative,
subject to election at the AGM, and meetings will have rotating chairs from amongst the
group members. The group has recently focussed on the disturbing results of the bird
counts conducted by David Clark for many years in Sydenham Hill Woods and Dulwich
Park and is discussing ways in which local residents can be encouraged to take action
to improve bird populations. An article will be appearing in the Spring Journal.

Planning & Architecture:

PS had supplied a comprehensive list of planning and SOM license applications prior to
the meeting, together with updates on projects including Dulwich Sports Ground,
Dorchester Court Herne Hill and Dulwich Hamlet Football Club. PS had attended the
London Forum Christmas drinks on behalf of the Society.

AGM 2026

This year's AGM will be held in the Great Hall, Alleyn’s School on 27 April 2026. The five
trustees standing down by rotation as required by the Constitution are: Peter Roseveare,
Claire Richards, James Thompson, Penny Stern and Patsy Bramble. With all but PR
standing again, there will be one new trustee position to fill from the Wildlife and Tree
Group.

Action: JT and JJ to draft AGM notice for the Journal and website.
Action: JJ to arrange scrutineers for the vote and registration helpers.
A.O.B.

Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting had been covered during the
meeting.



17. Date of the next meeting

The next trustee meeting will be in Bell House on Monday 16 March 2026.

18. Closure of the meeting

The meeting ended at 9.58pm.

Jane Jones, Secretary February 2026

Signed: James Thompson Date: 16 March 2026

(James Thompson, Chair)



Appendix 1 Trustee Register of Interests (as of 17 November 2025)

James Thompson (Chair) - Anne, my spouse, is the Bursar of Herne Hill School

Sue Badman (Vice Chair) - Safeguarding Officer and Member of Parochial Church Council,
St Simon Zelotes, Chelsea, SW3; Lay member of Chelsea Deanery Synod; Teacher of
English as a Second Language (Chelsea — part of All Souls Church Free English group);
Member/Attendee of Dulwich Village Ward Safer Neighbourhood Panel.

lan Mclnnes — Son Tim Mclnnes is Chair of the Herne Hill Velodrome Trust.
Patsy Bramble — Member of Sydenham Hill Ridge Neighbourhood Forum
Peter Roseveare is a member of the Burbage Road Residents Association

Penny Stern — Chair of Frank Dixon Way & Close RA; Dulwich Society-nominated member
of the Advisory Committee of the Scheme of Management of the Dulwich Estate

Claire Richards - Member of Lambeth Wind Orchestra and secretary of the Dulwich
Symphony Orchestra.

Laurie Johnston - Volunteer Chair of Southwark Living Streets; Volunteer Secretary of
London Living Streets, the national charity which campaigns for everyday walking and
wheeling.

Richard Wingfield - Chair of Southwark Liberal Democrats; Dulwich Society nominated
member of the Advisory Committee of the Scheme of Management of The Dulwich Estate

For Information

The Dulwich Society is a member of the London Forum and the Aviation Environment
Forum. The Wildlife/Trees Group has membership of The Woodland Trust and Dulwich Park
Friends.



