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Dulwich Society 564th Trustee Meeting  

Monday 16 March 2026, Macandrew Room, Bell House 
 
Attendees: 
Kenneth Wolfe – Honorary President 
 
Officers 
James Thompson – Chair  
Sue Badman – Vice Chair 
Jane Jones – Secretary 
Russell Lloyd – Treasurer   
 
Activity Group Chairs  
Penny Stern – Planning & Architecture 
Celia Randell (CCR) – Gardens 
Patsy Bramble – Licensing 
Peter Roseveare – Wildlife & Trees 
Ian McInnes – Local History 
 
Richard Wingfield – Strategy & Development 
Claire Richards (CR) – Journal Editor 
Kimberly Mears – Community 
Christine Brandon – Membership 
Sharon O’Connor – Media & Communications 
 
 
The meeting started at 7.30pm. 
 
1. Apologies 

Laurie Johnston – Environment 
 

2. New declarations of interest 

There were no new declarations of interest and it was noted that the entry for Ian 
McInnes should be removed from the list. 

3. Approval of the minutes of the trustee meeting on 19 January 2026 and matters arising 

The minutes as circulated were approved and signed by JT. Matters arising were dealt 
with under the relevant items. 
 
Action: JJ to post approved minutes of 19 January 2026 on the website.  

4. Chair’s Report 

The points to be reported by the Chair were included under other items 

5. Vice-Chair’s report 
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SB and JT had attended the surgery with the Dulwich Estate for non-SOM matters on 
27 January. This had covered, among other topics, the local shops, playing fields and 
the Grove Tavern, on which there was no news. The DE reported that all vacant shop 
units were under offer, had expressions of interest or were about to be occupied, except 
for the Park Garage, which still requires work on the electricity supply. Churn on shop 
occupation is inevitable and there is no one factor in play. SO’C commented that the 
shop units were often left vacant for a long time. Mary Fraser, of Green’s, had written a 
very positive piece from the shopkeepers’ viewpoint for the last issue of the Journal. 
CCR raised the question of a number of high-end cars being apparently stored under 
covers along Dulwich Village. This had been raised with Ward Councillors and the police. 
It was not illegal but number plates should always be displayed; police warned not to 
remove the covers due to liability issues. RL stated that there were some cars on the 
road in Dulwich Village with For Sale signs on them, and this was probably illegal. 

Action: SB to investigate the issue of cars with For Sale signs in the Village and 
report back. 

6. Treasurer’s report 
 
RL reported that the annual accounts were with the external examiner, Sally-Anne 
Jeffries. RL had produced a draft Budget for 2026 and enquired if there were any 
planned donations. Charter North was a potential recipient and KM would follow this up. 
CCR reported that the budget for the Sunflower Season project for local schools was 
exceeded due to the cost of the plant pots, options being recyclable or the cheaper, 
non-recyclable pots. RL commented that there were funds to cover this. SO’C asked 
whether the Zoom subscription was still needed. JJ replied that Zoom was still 
occasionally used when trustees wished to attend meetings remotely. The subscription 
ran until October so renewal would be reconsidered then. RW questioned whether the 
possibility of applying for grants/donations from the DS should be more widely 
advertised. The general view was that there was already a broad reach through the 
many members of the activity groups and DS projects. JJ had received the renewal form 
for the Society’s insurance, which was due for renewal on 2 April.  

Action: KM to contact Charter School North regarding potential walkway donation. 
 
Action: JJ, JT and SB to complete insurance form. 

7. Dulwich Estate  

JT had written to the new chair of the Estate trustees to request a meeting. She had 
agreed to a meeting and a date was awaited. 

8. AGM 27 April 2026 

JJ was waiting to hear back from Alleyn’s School on the practical arrangements for the 
AGM. KM and SO’C volunteered to assist CB with registration, and CCR and RW 
volunteered to be scrutineers for the votes.  

Action: JJ to send nomination forms to the new candidate and trustees standing 
again. 

Action: CB to send out an AGM reminder email on Thursday 23 April. 

9. Review of policies 

KM considered that a review of the Safeguarding Policy was needed. SB undertook to 
produce a draft procedure for the next trustee meeting. KM also considered the current 
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Code of Conduct to be too loose and should be more specific on what is and is not 
acceptable. Although not a policy, there should be a written framework for the post of 
Journal Editor and a clear chain of command for the Journal. 

Action: KM to send points to SB on the Safeguarding policy and SB to prepare a 
Safeguarding procedure to accompany the policy, and also review the Code of 
Conduct 

Action: CCR to draft terms of reference for the post of Journal Editor. 

10. Dulwich Society volunteer event 
 
RW reported that the volunteer event held at Bell House on 11 February had been very 
successful and was appreciated by the approx. 50 volunteers who had attended. It could 
become an annual event, and perhaps an occasion to celebrate long service, for 
example. CR agreed that it had been a great event but commented that the echo in the 
space had made it hard to have a conversation over the noise. CB was thanked for 
organising the invitations and also, with her husband, for providing all the food.   

11. Communications & Media report 

SO’C had been put in touch with an IT expert who had volunteered to carry out a social 
media survey for the DS. 

12. Development & Strategy report 

RW said that he was continuing to work on reaching out to different trustees to ascertain 
progress made on the Society’s objectives.  

Action: RW to complete the exercises of ascertaining progress against the 
Society’s objectives. 

13. Other group reports 

Gardens 

CCR listed the four sunflower seed distribution points for the Sunflower Season project 
on Saturday 25 April: Sunray Gardens, North Cross Rd, Dulwich Trader in West Dulwich 
and Au Ciel in the Village. Timings are set-up 9-10am and stall open 10am-1pm. CCR 
has already procured all the supplies and made a note of volunteers for manning the 
stalls. 

Action: CB to provide the laminated QR codes for the tables, and to send out an 
email reminder. 

14. A.O.B. 

a) SB, LJ and IMI had attended the announcement of the awards for Southwark’s 
Cleaner Greener Safer Grants. The Society had been successful in its bids for 
the bus shelter in Croxted Road, the pollinator pitstop on the Dulwich Village 
roundabout, the information board for the Charter School East War Memorial and 
the repair and maintenance of the white posts and chains, and the fingerposts. 
SB thanked everyone involved in submitting the various applications, which had 
had such a successful result. 

b) JJ had been contacted by the organiser of the West Dulwich Spring Fair in May 
but it was decided to have a stall in East Dulwich as part of the Dulwich Festival 
this time. CCR will be chairing a talk in Dulwich Park on 17 May on the loss of 
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birds – causes and potential action. The idea had been kickstarted by CR as a 
result of a Journal article. 

c) JT on behalf of LJ reported that the Environment group will be organising an 
event on heat pumps at Bell House in May. 
 

  
The next trustee meeting will be on 18 May 2026.  

The meeting ended at 9.35pm  

 

      Jane Jones, Secretary     March 2026 

 

      Signed:  James Thompson    Date: 18 May 2026 

      (James Thompson, Chair) 
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Appendix 1  Trustee Register of Interests (as of 17 November 2025) 

James Thompson (Chair) - Anne, my spouse, is the Bursar of Herne Hill School 
 
Sue Badman (Vice Chair) - Safeguarding Officer and Member of Parochial Church Council, 
St Simon Zelotes, Chelsea, SW3; Lay member of Chelsea Deanery Synod; Teacher of 
English as a Second Language (Chelsea – part of All Souls Church Free English group); 
Member/Attendee of Dulwich Village Ward Safer Neighbourhood Panel. 
 
Patsy Bramble – Member of Sydenham Hill Ridge Neighbourhood Forum 

Peter Roseveare is a member of the Burbage Road Residents Association 

Penny Stern – Chair of Frank Dixon Way & Close RA; Dulwich Society-nominated member 

of the Advisory Committee of the Scheme of Management of the Dulwich Estate 

Claire Richards - Member of Lambeth Wind Orchestra and secretary of the Dulwich 
Symphony Orchestra.  

Laurie Johnston - Volunteer Chair of Southwark Living Streets; Volunteer Secretary of 
London Living Streets, the national charity which campaigns for everyday walking and 
wheeling. 
 
Richard Wingfield - Chair of Southwark Liberal Democrats; Dulwich Society nominated 
member of the Advisory Committee of the Scheme of Management of The Dulwich Estate 
 
 
For Information    

The Dulwich Society is a member of the London Forum and the Aviation Environment 

Forum. The Wildlife/Trees Group has membership of The Woodland Trust and Dulwich Park 

Friends.  


