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Dulwich Society 565th Trustee Meeting  

Monday 18 May 2026, Macandrew Room, Bell House 
 
Attendees 
 
Officers 
James Thompson – Chair  
Sue Badman – Vice Chair 
Jane Jones – Secretary 
Russell Lloyd – Treasurer   
 
Activity Group Chairs  
Penny Stern – Planning & Architecture 
Celia Randell – Gardens 
Emily Montague – Wildlife & Trees 
Ian McInnes – Local History 
 
Kimberly Mears – Community 
Christine Brandon – Membership 
Sharon O’Connor – Media & Communications 
 
 
The meeting started at 7.40pm. 
 
1. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Laurie Johnston (Environment), Patsy Bramble 
(Licensing), Richard Wingfield (Development). The Chair welcomed new trustee Emily 
Montague (Wildlife and Trees) to her first trustee meeting. 
 

2. New declarations of interest 

Emily Montague is Chair of Dulwich Park Friends. 

3. Approval of the minutes of the trustee meeting on 16 March 2026 and matters 
arising 

The minutes as circulated were approved and signed by JT.  

Action points from the last meeting:  
§5 – See Vice-Chair’s report 

§6 - The insurance cover has been renewed. PS queried the choice not to include PI 
insurance as she would prefer some cover for her planning application comments. It was 
thought that PI cover was not necessary as none of the trustees provide professional 
services and it would add significantly to the premium. We already have trustee liability 
cover under our current policy. This point would be reconsidered at the next meeting. 

Action: JJ to circulate the wording of the trustee liability cover under the current 
insurance policy to all trustees. 
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§6 – KM has contacted Charter School North regarding a potential donation for a 
walkway, but they are not ready to make an application yet as other projects are in the 
pipeline. 

§9 – Celia Randell is doing further work on the new Terms of Reference for the post of 
Journal Editor.  

§9 – SB is still working on the Safeguarding policy review and procedure but asked for 
someone else to take over the Safeguarding lead as she felt a conflict with her post of 
Vice-Chair. CB volunteered to take this on. 

4. Chair’s Report 

Some points from this report are dealt with under the relevant items. 
JT noted that the reserves were healthy. He said that the focus should be on making 
grants and donations. 
JT reported that he had been helping a new volunteer, Lucas Dussurget, to repair and 
refurbish the Society’s benches on Gallery Road. The cost of materials was £598, which 
had been met out of the Society’s funds. Lucas is training as a carpenter and could 
prove very useful for other repair jobs due to be undertaken with council grants.  
For the local council elections, the Chair and Vice-Chair checked candidates’ literature to 
ensure compliance with DS rules, and had attended the hustings. JT’s report included a 
link to all new elected representatives. PS suggested an event for members and groups 
to meet the new local councillors. SB thought that it may be too soon after the council 
elections. KM suggested they could be invited to the eco-event planned with Dulwich 
Picture Gallery or Bell House (see Community below). IMI advised that it would also be 
better to meet councillors ward by ward. 

5. Vice-Chair’s report 

SB’s report detailing contacts with councillors and meetings attended was circulated prior 
to the meeting. 
Regarding the issue of the Rolls Royces apparently permanently parked on Dulwich 
Village, SB has taken this up with local councillors and the police and it appears that they 
are parked legally and are taxed and insured, so no action can be taken. However, a 
former Southwark Council white van also parked long-term nearby has been instructed 
to remove the logo. 
SB will organise a surgery meeting with DE in June, possible issues to discuss being the 
Rosendale playing fields, local shops, and maintenance on the DE-managed estates. 
Security on the statue of Edward Alleyn: insurance is in place and there is protection with 
smart water, but no cameras and no means of replicating the statue should it be stolen. 
Commissioning a scan of the statue would cost around £80,000 not including the plinth. 
Cameras, although unlikely to identify any perpetrators may act as a deterrent. 

Action: SB to look into the possibility of installing cameras, and CR into 
immobilizer devices. 

6. Treasurer’s report 
 
RL had circulated the latest figures prior to the meeting. He reported £57,000 in banks 
with around £3,300 still to come in Gift Aid, so there were ample funds available but no 
applications were pending. KM commented that perhaps more information on DS grants 
and donations was needed to raise awareness and attract applicants. 
 
Action: JT to meet with KM to discuss the type of projects suitable for DS grants 
and donations. 
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7. Journal Update 

IMI, interim editor, reported that the Summer edition of the Journal was with the printers 
and set for delivery on 29th May. JT said IMI’s efforts in producing this issue at short 
notice were greatly appreciated. 
IMI queried the extra cost to the Society of posting Journals to some members when 
they could be sent a pdf. It was felt that the high-quality printed copy was a large part of 
the perceived member benefits. IMI also commented that the text-only pdf version 
posted on the website did not look good. SO’C responded that it was largely there for 
research purposes open to all, as opposed to the illustrated printed version received by 
members. There may also be a question of image copyright. 
IMI warned that there was an urgent need to recruit a new editor as he would be 
unavailable over the summer for the next issue. JJ asked where adverts were being 
placed apart from in our own publications. 

Action: Adverts to be posted by CB on the West Dulwich Forum and by SO’C on 
East Dulwich Forum, Southwark’s Community Volunteering site, Instagram and 
the SE magazines. 

8. Dulwich Estate 

PS and JT had had a good meeting with the DE regarding the Grove Tavern site. The 
draft Journal article had been sent to the DE for comment and a few minor changes had 
been made prior to its publication in the Spring issue. 
JT was due to meet with the Chair of the DE Trustees on 3 June.  
JT and SB had met with Irene Kimm to discuss the newly-formed Dulwich Estate Action 
Group set up by residents on the DE’s 60’s estates who were unhappy with the 
outsourcing and charging for some maintenance services, and lack of transparency by 
the DE. 

9. AGM 

JT thanked JJ for the organisation of the AGM on 27 April, and all the other helpers. The 
meeting had gone smoothly and it was good to have had plenty of time for a social drink 
with members afterwards. 

Action: JJ to post draft AGM minutes on the website. 

10. Review of policies 

JT asked for all DS policies to have a named lead trustee for review purposes. 

Action: JJ to circulate the list of policies and review dates to all trustees. 

11. Communication and Media report 

(This item was dealt with after §8 as SO’C had to leave early) 
SO’C suggested that the advert for Editor include a call for a Social Media person too. It 
was felt that the Editor post was a priority, and then we could look to bring in SM 
expertise via events and articles. Additional channels of communication were definitely 
needed to reach younger people and the trustees did not have the necessary expertise. 

JT announced that SO’C had been awarded the Freedom of the Old City of Camberwell, 
a civic award for her contribution to many local charities. Sharon was congratulated by 
the trustees, and also for her and IMI’s sell-out walks for the Dulwich Festival. 

12. Development and Strategy 
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As RW was unable to attend, this report was carried forward to the next meeting. 
 

13. Other group reports 
 
Local History 
IMI reported that the Local History “substack” called “Dulwichpast” was up and running 
and had 19 articles on it so far. 
The group had provided 11 events for the Dulwich Festival (post meeting: a total of 
£2,339.50 had been raised from these events, enabling good donations to be made to 
three local charities from the Society’s share of the receipts). The group continues to 
organise online talks with Bell House and is monitoring attendance. 
The full list of the group’s activities and queries answered had been circulated prior to 
the meeting. 

Community 
KM was planning an eco-architecture event for local state secondary schools in 
conjunction with Dulwich Picture Gallery to be held in the autumn. The idea was to 
inform about and inspire less obvious career choices involved in design/ 
architecture/gardens/environment and conservation. CR suggested the possibility of a 
prize to tie in with school work. In the evening there would be a larger-scale panel 
discussion for residents.  
KM and CR were congratulated on their Golden Dulwich project that clearly reached a 
whole new local audience and capitalised on links with local schools. CR has been 
invited by one school to visit and view the sunflowers grown. 
 
Planning and Architecture 
The full list of applications was provided by PS in advance of the meeting. 
PS, SB and JT had attended a meeting with The Arch Co. 
After standing empty for 14 years, there was finally a DE/Southwark proposal to 
demolish the Grove Tavern and create a temporary community garden. The P&A group 
is waiting to see the plans. The DS had been supportive of the skateboarders, who will 
be able to stay put in the interim and the Estate is committed to finding them another 
home thereafter. 
A paved-over front garden that PS had commented on to the DE has now been 
corrected in response to a Southwark Enforcement Order. 
 
Licensing 
PB had provided a report before the meeting. No representations would be made on the 
two outstanding licence applications: Birdy’s 15 Norwood Rd take-away licence, and HH 
Kingswood Limited to take over the running of the Community Arts Centre. 
 
Membership 
CB reported healthy membership numbers, with 46 new members since the start of the 
year. 
 
Environment 
In the absence of LJ, JT reported that the group had held its first public talk, 
“Demystifying heat pumps” at Bell House, which had been very well attended, with a 
third of the audience being non-DS members. Group Secretary Tom Palmer has been 
elected as a Green Party councillor and so a new secretary is being sought. 

 
Gardens 
CR is still hoping to have a meeting with Philip Louis of DE on the tree strategy with a 
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potential article for the Journal. 
The group has circulated around 3,000 Open Gardens brochures to various shops and 
institutions. 
Two talks, on Gardening for Wildlife and Organic Vegetable Gardening, are in the 
pipeline.  
The radical pruning of the Old College gardens had been raised by CR in her meeting 
with Beth Ambrose of the DE. CR had outlined the reasons for this work in her Journal 
article; the DE undertook to provide better advance communications regarding works on 
amenity land in future. 
The visit to the Royal Hospital Chelsea had been fully booked and received very positive 
feedback. Also coming up are visits to the Charterhouse gardens, the coach trip to 
Parham House and a tour of DPG gardens with the head gardener. 
 
Wildlife and Trees 
Emily Montague is now the appointed trustee for this group, which will have a rolling 
chair for its meetings. Dave Clarke, a member of this group, had led a talk titled “Where 
have all the birds gone” as part of the Dulwich Festival. This talk could possibly be 
expanded in the future. The group has a new member, Mattia Elkouby, with an interest in 
the environment. 
 

14. A.O.B 
 
The DS speaker and microphone were stored temporarily in the Dulwich Players’ lock-up 
garage in West Dulwich. JJ had agreed with the DP that they could remain there and be 
used by the DP if the occasion arose. 
 

15.  Next trustee meeting 
 
The next trustee meeting will be on 20 July 2026. 

16. Closure of the meeting 

The meeting ended at 9.52pm  

 

 Jane Jones, Secretary 

June 2026 

 

      Signed:  James Thompson    Date: 20 July 2026 

      (James Thompson, Chair) 
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Appendix 1  Trustee Register of Interests (as of 18 May 2026) 

James Thompson (Chair) – Spouse, Anne, is the Bursar of Herne Hill School 
 
Sue Badman (Vice Chair) - Safeguarding Officer and Member of Parochial Church Council, 
St Simon Zelotes, Chelsea, SW3; Lay member of Chelsea Deanery Synod; Teacher of 
English as a Second Language (Chelsea – part of All Souls Church Free English group); 
Member/Attendee of Dulwich Village Ward Safer Neighbourhood Panel. 
 
Patsy Bramble – Member of Sydenham Hill Ridge Neighbourhood Forum 

Emily Montague – Chair of Dulwich Park Friends 

Penny Stern – Chair of Frank Dixon Way & Close RA; Dulwich Society-nominated member 

of the Advisory Committee of the Scheme of Management of the Dulwich Estate 

Laurie Johnston - Volunteer Chair of Southwark Living Streets; Volunteer Secretary of 
London Living Streets, the national charity which campaigns for everyday walking and 
wheeling. 
 
Richard Wingfield - Chair of Southwark Liberal Democrats; Dulwich Society nominated 
member of the Advisory Committee of the Scheme of Management of The Dulwich Estate 
 
 
For Information    

The Dulwich Society is a member of the London Forum and the Aviation Environment 

Forum. The Wildlife/Trees Group has membership of The Woodland Trust and Dulwich Park 

Friends.  


