Dulwich Society Wildlife and Tree Group 19.8.25

Present: Peter Roseveare (Chair), Emily Montague (host), Sue Cope, Harry Rutherford, Jeff
Doodson, Glynis Williams, Gillian Wolfe

Apologies: Dave Clark, Jeremy Prescott, Czech Conroy, Charles Newman, Annie McGeoch,
Steven Robinson, Oliver Stutter

Minutes of Meeting 19.08.25 Correction of Czech Conroy’s name. Minutes agreed.

Matters Arising and Chair’s Report:

The standout observation Peter had to report at this meeting is that a Dulwich Society member has
seen and photographed a Brown Hairstreak Butterfly. While the identification still needs final
confirmation, this butterfly is rare in London and is possibly a first sighting in Dulwich.

Philip Louis, Tree and Landscape Manager for Dulwich Estate, has returned from paternity leave
but no date for him to attend one of our meetings has yet been set. Peter has contacted his line
manager to confirm that it is within his remit to attend a meeting. Dates for joining one of our
meetings have also yet to be finalised for Celia Randell, Chair of the Garden Group and Gaby
Hornsby from the Environment Group who has asked to come to a meeting.

Peter has received a report from Herne Hill Tree Watch on their observations of trees during the
very dry weather. Some trees have suffered badly and some have coped well. Birches have
suffered particularly. The Herne Hill Tree Watch work can be a useful indicator of what species
might best be planted in future and which existing trees might need special attention in hot dry
weather. The details are available on the blog at hernehilltreewatch.org.

Wildlife Group Events

Jeff fed back that both the Swift Walk and the Moth Trap opening events were well attended and
very successful. Appreciation and thanks to Steven Robinson and Harry Rutherford for setting up
and leading these two events, both of which will hopefully be repeated in the future.

Sydenham Woods

More work has been done on paths and fencing to encourage visitors not to stray from paths in
order to protect tree roots and wildlife in general. There are still dogs being allowed off lead even
though it is still technically bird breeding season. (see Addendum below, report received from Sam
Taylor, LWT which was received after the meeting)

Dulwich Park

The diseased horse chestnut tree that was at risk of shedding branches was taken down very
promptly by Southwark Council. The speed of work being undertaken may have been prompted by
the recent tragic event in a Southend park.

Trees

Discussion continued around the felling of trees and of street trees in particular. Glynis told about a
recent incident where a person saw a much-loved cherry tree on Peckham Rye about to be felled
and challenged the contractors who did review the procedure and found they were cutting the
wrong tree. Additionally, Glynis expressed concern that the Southwark policy regarding
preservation of street trees may have changed. It has previously been very rare for street trees to
be taken down after complaints of roots damaging properties. However, recently a lime tree was
cut down on Upland Road after household residents contacted local press about their perception of
damage caused to their property by the tree. Glynis has written to Joe Arrowsmith, Southwark’s
Ecology and Tree Planting Project Officer, expressing concern that this action was contrary to past
policy. It was suggested Oliver may be able to find out more about this. There also was discussion
around communication of plans to fell trees. There have been complaints from Farquhar Road
residents’ association that the Dulwich Estate felled a line of diseased trees without adequate
consultation.



Jeff suggested that it might help if there were notices put up explaining that trees are diseased and
at risk of branches falling to explain to the public why trees are being taken down.

Glynis also reported that there is a change of policy in Southwark about planting new street trees.
The pavement width beside the tree previously had to be at least 1.2 metres. This minimum
distance for passage through is now 1.5 metres. As a result of this change two trees that were due
to be planted in Upland Road will now be planted on Piermont Green. Emily said that Lambeth had
at one time had a 1.5 metre rule but have revised this down to comply with the London-wide Green
Canopy policy. We discussed the complexity of balancing green policies and access and the
drawbacks of blanket policies that cannot readily be adapted for individual situations.

Birds

Although there have been reports of successful fledging of Swifts locally, we discussed whether
young Swifts in some boxes might have been at risk of overheating in the hot weather. The
impression is that this year Swifts arrived earlier than in the past and may be leaving earlier.

Peter has had reports of Starlings nesting in both Stradella and Alleyn Roads.

Jeff heard a bird sound he did not recognise, which the Merlin App identified as a Sparrowhawk. A
Sparrowhawk died flying into a greenhouse on Allison Grove. Sparrowhawk are our most common
raptor locally. There was discussion around speculative suggestions in the press that White Storks
might be reintroduced to London. Harry considers that there is no significant evidence that they
were ever native to the UK. The group met the suggestion of White Stork introduction with
scepticism. We went on to discuss that the extreme success of Red Kite introduction may in due
course prove problematic. Peter has heard that Red Kites have become a serious cause of
predation of water bird and duck chicks in the Thames valley.

Insects

Harry has continued to enjoy regular opening of his moth trap. He has continued to find new
species in the trap. One species new to him this summer has been the Light Crimson Underwing.
As well as moths he has been trapping shield bugs including on one night when fourteen Red
Legged Shield bugs found their way into his moth trap. That species is common but Harry also had
his first Bronze Shield bug this summer.|

Peter has been sent a good photograph of a Willow Beauty Moth by an interested society member.
Gillian has had that difficult experience of growing lilies and finding and admiring the very beautiful
Lily beetles damaging them.

Harry said that the LWT is asking for records of sightings of damselflies and dragonflies. There
have certainly been several species of dragonflies and damselflies seen locally over the summer
but the dry weather has had an effect on pond levels and conditions which may well have impacted
numbers.

As well as the remarkable sighting of a Brown Hairstreak there have been other interesting
butterfly observations. Harry has seen a Small Copper and a Purple Hairstreak this week. Silver
Washed Fritillaries have been seen more often this year than in past years. The Jersey Tiger
Moths are again in evidence. They have been increasingly common in London over the last twenty
years. Prior to that, several of us remember seeing the related Garden Tiger Moth, which has now
become far less common in southern England.

Botany

Sue shared excitement at observing Evening Primrose flowers opening in real time at dusk on the
recent warm evenings. This can be seen on YouTube if you don’t have the opportunity to observe
this fascinating phenomenon in real life.

This year berries on shrubs and trees are maturing unusually early. We had a discussion about
whether this would be beneficial or not for birds. We considered that there is a possibility that the
supply of berries will have run out by the time the winter Thrushes are due to arrive. We concluded
there were likely to be some winners and some losers.

AOB
Sharon O’Connor has requested items for the e-newsletter. One suggestion was encouraging
gardeners to not cut down herbaceous plants with seedheads to provide food for seed-eating birds



and habitat for invertebrates. Gillian strongly recommended continuing to include details of
activities at Marsden Road, LWT Centre for Wildlife Gardening.
Additionally, the photograph of the Brown Hairstreak is an exciting news item.

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 21 October 2025

Addendum

Information on Progress in the woods received from Sam Taylor 25.9.25

Information on Reuniting Sydenham Hill Wood and Dulwich Wood is available on London Wildlife
Trust website. Since starting the work in January holly has been thinned to increase light levels
and improve species and structural diversity. Dead hedges and chestnut paling fencing have been
put up to discourage wandering away from main paths and to protect the most trampled and
degraded areas of Dulwich Wood. This is primarily along the boundary with the golf course where
the ground is almost completely devoid of vegetation and very compacted. These areas will also
benefit from the exclusion of dogs.

A compost toilet for use by volunteers, staff, event attendees and school children has been
installed funded with capital from the National Heritage Lottery Fund.

Upgrading of significant sections of the path network in Dulwich Wood as well as Sydenham Hill
Woods will hopefully be completed before winter.

It has been fantastic to see a pair of Hobbies return to nest in Dulwich Wood. They have
successfully raised a fledgling this year, having had chicks predated last year.

Unfortunately, and for unknown reasons, the Kestrels that have in the past nested in the spire of St
Peter’s church have not been seen since March.

It has been a good year for butterflies with Gatekeepers particularly abundant in July. However,
although butterfly numbers have been good, fewer species were recorded with a notable absence
of both Small and Essex Skippers.

It has been a very dry year and trees are showing signs of stress such as premature yellowing and
dropping of leaves. Mature Oaks in particular showing signs of dieback and decline.




