Dulwich Society Wildlife and Tree Group 21.10.25

Present: Peter Roseveare (Chair), Emily Montague (host), Harry Rutherford, Jeff Doodson, Sue
Cope, Czech Conroy, Gillian Wolfe

Apologies: Glynis Williams, Steven Robinson, Oliver Stutter, Charles Newman, Jeremy Prescott,
Annie McGeoch, Dave Clark

Guest: Celia Randell, Chair of the Garden Group

Minutes of Meeting 19.8.25 agreed

Matters Arising and Chair’'s Report

Sue Badman has chaired a meeting on behalf of the Dulwich Society with the Farquhar Road
residents which has resolved the concerns about communication over felling of diseased trees on
Farquhar Road.

Peter has met with Philip Louis, the Tree Manager for Dulwich Estate, who unfortunately is not
available to attend meetings on Tuesdays. Philip, along with John Welton, is undertaking mapping
of all the large trees on the Dulwich Estate. As part of this exercise the trees are being scanned
and diseased trees will be felled. This may explain the concerns expressed at the last meeting that
more trees were being felled. In due course the Tree Map will be available online. Philip is thinking
ahead to climate change and selecting resilient trees for planting. More information about the
Dulwich Estate Tree policy and projects will hopefully be the subject of an article in the Dulwich
Society Magazine at a later date.

The Executive committee has asked the Chair of each subgroup to present a description of their
group’s activities and consider how those activities fit with the Dulwich Society Strategy for the
future. Peter reported he had prepared and presented a two-page document. The Wildlife and
Trees group does meet some of the Strategy objectives, notably involving people in East Dulwich
and organising events like the Swift Walk and Moth Trap Opening. Peter did feel maybe we should
be focussing on increasing these types of activities to involve more families and other people in
general. Our group at present does not have a social media presence although the magazine
articles by Peter and the items for the newsletter are regular features. Despite being outside the
Strategy criteria, it seems the Executive support the systematic and also the less systematic
monitoring of birds and other wildlife being done by the Wildlife Group. Sharon has offered to
archive the results of Dave Clark’s bird surveys.

Peter had reiterated to the Executive that as he is now eighty five and has significant health
problems, he will be retiring from the position of Chair of the Wildlife group. Not only will we require
a new Chair but also a plan for replacing the valuable and much appreciated contribution Peter has
made in writing articles for each edition of the Dulwich Society Magazine for so many years.
Peter’s next article will focus on the sightings of the Brown Hairstreak Butterfly and whether this is
a result of climate change.

Celia outlined the process by which she was identified as the person to take over from Jeremy
Prescott as Chair of the Gardening Group.

Peter thought that was probably not necessary to have an extra meeting to consider his
succession and that discussion will be the main focus of the next meeting. As previously there was
hope expressed that we would be able to engage more people below retirement age to become
involved in the Wildlife and Tree Group.

Discussion about future direction of Gardening Group with Celia Randell

Celia introduced herself. She has now taken on the role of Chair of the Gardening Group. She
explained her vision for the future direction of the Gardening Group. Visits to gardens will continue
to be a feature of the group’s activities but the main focus will be on promoting environmental and
wildlife awareness in gardens, in keeping with current RHS policy. She is also keen that the
gardening group attempts to engage younger local residents many of whom will have smaller
garden spaces than the large gardens in parts of Dulwich Village. In practical terms she is hoping
to organise a lecture on the benefits of garden ponds including advice on pond maintenance. She
is writing an article about lawns and the benefits of extending the ‘no mow May’ concept to more
general minimising mowing. We had a general discussion about wildlife friendly gardening. She
expressed a hope that there will be future articles jointly with the Wildlife and Tree group. Topics




discussed included not using herbicides and toxic slug pellets, minimal leaf clearing and preferably
not using leaf blowers, and planting for climate change. We also discussed the importance of
cleaning bird feeders and reiterated the research findings that feeding garden birds is an excellent
way of engaging people in an interest in birds and other wildlife but is not actually of net benefit to
birds. The best way to benefit birds in gardens is to grow plants with seeds and berries and
promote a healthy environment for invertebrates that are part of birds’ diet. To this end we
discussed leaving plants until spring before cutting down vegetation, growing native species
preferably or being selective in choosing non-native species of plants that have been shown to
support our native invertebrates. Ensuring water is available in gardens for birds is beneficial. We
returned to the topic of discouraging use of plastic grass in gardens and hoped that anyone who
had tried it had learned that in hot weather it is particularly unhygienic, smelly and uncomfortable.
We considered trees to be recommended for modest sized gardens and after reflection came up
with Hawthorn, Hazel and Apple as trees that are trouble free for the gardener and support wildlife.
Gillian raised the important issue of finding voluntary or affordable gardening help for the elderly.
Celia agreed it would be something her group could explore local options and publicise. The focus
of Celia’s approach to her role is to encourage Dulwich Society members to appreciate their
gardens and recognise the importance of gardens for wildlife. This approach is enthusiastically
endorsed by the Wildlife and Tree group members.

Sightings by Group Members and general discussion

Birds

Peter was pleased to have had a total of sixteen Wood Pigeon on his lawn at one time. He said
this is a sign of a healthy lawn.

Harry has seen Redwings last week and noted that we usually expect to see them in larger
numbers later in the season as they come into London later, moving in from the countryside.
Gillian has noted that some groups of House Sparrows seem to have disappeared and wondered
why this was. Unfortunately, Dave was not present to discuss whether this is common behavioural
change at this time of year or due to loss of birds from local sites.

Dave has sent a report to Peter of information from a lecture he has attended which is the sad
news that Blackbird numbers in London remain disproportionately low compared to the rest of the
country.

Emily reported that Dave had observed a severe drop in Mallard numbers on the lake in Dulwich
Park. The Friends of Dulwich Park had queried the water quality in the lake but there is no
evidence to suggest that water quality is to blame. One possibility is that there are insufficient
suitable breeding sites as a result of the geese eating a lot of vegetation and the island being
inadequately protected from foxes. Peter wondered if rats have eaten eggs of the Mallards. It is
possible the Dulwich Mallards have moved to Brockwell Park where there are more Mallards.
Celia was also able to tell us there are Mallards living in Alleyn Park moving between ponds in
gardens there.

Czech told us that a Spotted Flycatcher had been heard and identified on the Merlin App at The
Centre for Wildlife Gardening and that there has been a credible sighting of a Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker on South Croxted Road and well as two Ravens flying overhead in Rosendale Road.
Gillian raised the subject of newspaper reports of Goshawks introduced in Berlin and whether they
might be introduced in London. While we surmised that as woodland birds they might survive in
Sydenham Woods (to the detriment of the Hobbies which have bred there) no-one knows of any
concrete plans for reintroduction in London.

Butterflies and Moths

Harry was pleased to be able to say he had seen a Brown Hairstreak butterfly which was first
sighted by a local resident and reported to Peter earlier in the summer. Two exceptional findings in
his moth trap recently have been a Blue Underwing and an Olive Tree Pearl moth. The latter
breeds on Olive and Jasmine.

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 13 January 2026




