Dulwich Society Wildlife and Tree Group 13.1.26

Present: Peter Roseveare (Chair), Emily Montague, Harry Rutherford, Czech Conroy,
Dave Clark, Jeff Doodson, Sue Cope, Glynis Williams.

New members: Chris Hill, Mattia Elkouby

Apologies: Charles Newman, Oliver Stutter, Gillian Wolfe

Guest: Claire Richards, Journal Editor

Introductions

Chris and Mattia were welcomed to the group. Both have a particular interest in birds.
Chris has been involved in business opportunities in the biodiversity and conservation
sector as well as being a non-executive director of Citizen Zoo Company.

Minutes of meeting 21.10.25 agreed

Matters arising

Peter reported that Oliver Stutter plans to be at our next meeting and to bring more details
of the Dulwich Estate Tree Policy including the tree mapping and planning of planting of
resilient tree species in the future. Claire expressed the opinion that ideally an article for
the journal be produced soon so that people have advance information of work
proceeding. The focus of the Garden Group on gardening for wildlife is welcomed by our

group.

The disappearance of colonies of House Sparrows that Gillian had observed has also
been experienced by Sue and Jeff. Dave did not have an explanation. Chris said that
where he lived previously a colony of House Sparrows disappeared in winter but returned
again in the spring.

Dave advised that Sydenham Hill Woods would not be a large enough territory to support
Goshawks.

The reported sighting of Lesser Spotted Woodpecker in South Croxted Road has been
verified and there has been a further sighting in Belair Park. Dave said that the last
breeding record locally for Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was in the 1990s and they are
indeed very rare with only double figures of numbers recorded in England as a whole.

Successor to Peter

Peter confirmed his intention to stand down as Chair of the Wildlife and Tree Group and
Trustee of the Dulwich Society at the Society AGM in April. Emily outlined the proposal for
succession to Peter. Emily said that although she does not consider she has sufficient
expertise as a naturalist to step fully into Peter’s shoes, she is willing to take on the role of
Trustee of the Dulwich Society representing the Wildlife and Tree Group at the Executive
meetings every two months. She would bring the expectations of the strategic objectives of
the Dulwich Society Executive to our group and report back on our activities. It is
envisaged that the Wildlife and Tree Group will draw up a programme of activities
including walks, and systems for liaison with local Wildlife organisations, inviting guests to
speak at meetings and arrange talks for the wider Society. Each meeting will be organised
by a rotating chairperson. Outline agendas for meetings will be drawn up by Emily and
Sue.

Peter expressed the opinion, shared by others, that being an ‘expert’ naturalist is not a
requirement for being Chair of the group.

Peter will continue as the recorder of wildlife for the Dulwich Society and will continue to
write his quarterly articles for the Journal, largely based on records sent to him. He will
continue to ask for local records for the Big Bird Count and Butterfly Count to be sent to




him so that we can compare them to the national results. Peter described how in sharing
reports sent to him, he goes out of his way to avoid presenting information as lists but tries
to pick out interesting observations to form the basis of his articles. This approach remains
very popular with the wider Dulwich Society membership.

The proposal for Peter’s succession appeared to be acceptable to everyone present as a
workable way forward either as a permanent solution or an interim plan until such time as
another option evolves.

Where have all the Birds gone?

Dave Clark circulated a paper for inclusion as an article in The Dulwich Society Journal.
Claire was in attendance to discuss the article and the dissemination of its message.

Dave introduced it by describing the bird recording he has been doing systematically since
1998. He has undertaken monthly recording in Sydenham Hill Woods, Spring and Autumn
recording in Dulwich Park, and monthly Dulwich Park Lake water birds. This year with the
amalgamation of Sydenham Woods and Dulwich Wood he will be handing over the bird
counts in the woods to LWT and he will spend time recording elsewhere.

He has now begun collating his findings over the years and this article is an initial overview
of the headline results. The conclusions are that in the relatively short space of time of
fifteen years the number of birds in the woods and park have dropped by 24% and 25%.
This is in keeping with the overall finding across the UK found by the BTO.

The results are even more dramatic for the Park lake where water fowl numbers have
fallen by 60%. As an aside here, Dave said that the evidence does not support the theory
that has previously been expressed in this group that geese damage the habitat and
compete with ducks and might be one reason for lower duck numbers. Dave can report
that when geese numbers are high so are duck numbers which is counter to the
suggestion that geese have a negative impact on the duck population.

Dave hopes that by publishing his findings we can raise awareness of the dramatic fall in
bird numbers. He is passionate that we challenge the responses of inertia and of denial to
these findings. In the article he gives a few examples of actions individuals can take to
counter some of the many reasons for the fall in bird numbers. We discussed other things
that might have been included but agreed that being too proscriptive might be unhelpful
although we want to avoid complacency and several of us shared disappointment in the
recent David Attenborough London Wildlife programme that takes a cosy complacent view
of observing urban wildlife with little explanation or information about ecology.

It was agreed that ideally the article in the journal should be followed up by a talk at which
some plans to raise awareness and change behaviour might be initiated. Claire said that
the Gardening and Community groups have a planned initiative to distribute sunflower
seeds for people to plant which would be of active benefit to birds and could be
incorporated into a presentation of Dave’s results.

In due course Dave will be providing more detailed data referencing different species.

Sightings

Slow worms are reported in Rosendale Road Estate allotments. Czech commented that it
is an excellent environment for both Slow Worms and Hedgehogs.

A Woodcock stunned itself but then flew off after flying into Peter’'s French windows in
November.

There have been sightings of wintering Blackcap, a species that has been seen in
increasing numbers in the last few years. However, Dave thought recent numbers are in



fact down and there is concern that Blackcap may be susceptible to Usutu virus. Dave also
said that London’s particularly badly hit by Usutu for unknown reasons and that the BTO
continue to research the behaviour of this virus.

Siskin have been seen in Belair by the pond and Dave has seen Redpoll in The Glade.
Harry saw a pair of Mandarin Duck in Belair and has seen Shoveler in both Dulwich Park
and Belair. He has also seen the Little Owl in the Oak Tree by the Tollgate, which can be
seen more readily when branches are bare of leaves. Tawny Owl calls have been heard
around Dawson’s Heights

Mattia described his fascinating observations in the Autumn of Parakeet behaviour. He
watched the birds gathering at different places locally at sundown. Of particular note was a
gathering to roost in the large Poplar trees in Brockwell Park where he counted upwards of
two and half thousand birds on September 8th and again on September 15th. The birds
are now preparing to breed and are no longer gathering to roost together en masse.

We had a discussion about how interesting it would be to know more about the routes
different birds use to gather to roost. This included routes and roosts used by Herons
which congregate at different points along the Thames.

AOB

Hedgehogs: Following on from discussing initiatives to promote the wellbeing of birds,
discussions moved onto supporting other species, notably Hedgehogs. ZSL have
surveyed Dulwich Park and found no evidence of Hedgehogs. LWT will again be looking
for evidence of Hedgehogs. There have been three reports of Hedgehogs locally in the last
year or so that have been mentioned in previous meetings. There are no reports of
Hedgehog roadkill. We again discussed that urban Hedgehogs do need to be able to move
between gardens through gaps in fences or walls along ‘Hedgehog Highways’. Emily says
the Park Friends still have some labels for people to hang above their fence breaches to
mark Hedgehog Highways for future owners. These are left over from a project a few
years ago to encourage house owners with gardens backing onto the Park to improve the
environment for Hedgehogs.

Trees: Glynis raised concerns that the climate change resilient species of trees being
recommended for street planting are often not of benefit to wildlife and in particular
pollinators. This has come to her notice while working with Southwark tree specialists to
choose street trees. She asked if our group will have input into the Dulwich Estate tree
planting of resilient trees to discuss options for trees that are beneficial to wildlife. We
discussed the types of trees being planted in streets in both Lambeth and Southwark and
how decisions on tree species are being made to minimise various risks both to public and
to the trees. Emily understands that ecologists did have some input into Lambeth’s Urban
Tree Strategy. We touched on the need to compromise between the benefit to wildlife and
whether we continue to have as many street trees. Additionally, there are locally a lot of
exotic species of trees which are valued in their own right.

Action: Peter will ask Oliver Stutter to tell us details of the Dulwich Estate choices of trees
to be planted and how those choices have been made.

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 17 March 2026



