Dulwich Society Wildlife and Tree Group 17.3.26

Present: Peter Roseveare (Chair), Emily Montague (host), Czech Conroy, Dave Clark,
Steven Robinson, Harry Rutherford, Gillian Wolfe, Glynis Williams, Jeff Doodson, Sue
Cope, Mattia Elkouby

Apologies: Charles Newman, Chris Hill

Guest: John Senter

Minutes of meeting 13.1.26 agreed

Matters Arising:

A few Sparrows have recently returned since the observation of disappearance of Sparrow
colonies reported at the last meeting.

Emily circulated the Hedgehog Highway labels used to identify gaps in fences. Further to
the discussion of Hedgehog sighting discussed previously, John said that there had been
a Hedgehog at Grange Lane allotments two years ago.

Mattia has been continuing to observe roosting and flight path behaviour of Parakeets. On
March 16th he saw about two hundred Parakeets near Brockwell Park pond, and at dusk
near Clapham Ponds by The Nightingale pub recently observed over a thousand. He
suggests there seem to be different “catchment areas” with large roosts collecting and
flying towards Hither Green Cemetery (where the Parakeet colony exceeds six thousand
birds) and a separate flight path in a different direction towards Clapham Ponds.
Parakeets are an identified pest species especially in fruit growing areas. Although their
numbers are increasing nationally, locally their population is stable. Dave believes this is
because Jackdaws are taking over their nesting sites in Dulwich Park and Sydenham
Woods. He said the situation is different in Richmond Park where both Parakeet and
Jackdaw numbers are increasing. This may be because there are so many more mature
trees in Richmond Park that the habitat can accommodate more birds of both species.
They are predated by a variety of raptors including evidence of being taken by Hobby
despite similarity in size. Steven was recently involved in the examination of a Peregrine
nest in Bickley where twenty-five Parakeet bills/skulls were found indicating the scale of
predation by our urban raptors.

Dulwich Estate Tree Strategy and Inventory

There is limited information about this on The Dulwich Estate website. Unfortunately, at
today’s meeting there was no-one to tell us more about the proposals and in particular to
provide a list of the trees that are being used for replacement. There remains concern that
some climate resilient species of tree are less beneficial than others to wildlife and
members of this group are hoping to discuss this more with those making decisions about
tree planting locally. Sue will ask Claire Richards if she has received an article for the
Journal about the Estate Tree Strategy yet. Hopefully one of the tree experts involved will
be able to attend the next meeting or at least provide a list of tree species being used in
the project.

Planned Talk/Workshop 17 May, Francis Peek Centre

Following our last meeting and Dave Clark’s article in the recent Dulwich Society Journal,
arrangements have been made to hold an event as part of The Dulwich Festival.

The aims are to raise awareness of the fact there are 25% fewer birds in Dulwich Park and
in Sydenham Woods than in the past, and to promote gardening for wildlife. Celia Randell
will Chair/facilitate discussion and the three speakers will be Dave Clark, Sam Taylor of
LWT and Sally Rendel of JAGS botany garden. Each speaker will talk for fifteen minutes
and there will then be discussion facilitated by Celia. Money raised from ticket sales will go




to LWT. Emily was thanked for arranging the venue. A technical run-through will be
arranged before the event.

Chair’s Report

Peter has compared this year’s Big Garden Birdwatch recordings sent to him by Society
members with records from 2023. This year all gardens sending counts had been visited
by Robins, Great tits and Blue tits, but in comparison to 2023 numbers of Blackbirds,
Chaffinches and Greenfinches were reduced.

Playing Field Management — topic raised by guest John Senter

John has been a Dulwich resident for over twenty years and was previously an
architectural advisor to Dulwich Estate. He attended the meeting to raise concerns
specifically about development and management of the playing fields used by DUCKs and
Dulwich Prep Schools and by extension wider issues about all the Dulwich playing fields.
His concerns focus on use of artificial surfaces such as astroturf and excessive grass
cutting, plus the spraying that he observes being done on sports fields which he believes
to be herbicide sprays. A wide-ranging discussion ensued and several different strands of
information emerged that need clarification. On the subject of herbicides, it was agreed
that there is a substantial research base that not only do herbicides damage plants, they
have a major impact on wider ecology and in particular insect populations, as well as
probable risks to human health. In view of this, there was some incredulity that schools,
particularly those for younger children, would be using herbicides. Emily confirmed that
Dulwich Park uses no herbicides. Herbicides in parks and public spaces have been
phased out mainly because of health risks to humans and pets but additionally for
ecological reasons. The park uses a hot water pressure foam spray to maintain the sand
track, and the bowling green is successfully managed by conscientious mowing by the
groundsman. John has not been able to identify what, if any, actual chemicals are being
sprayed on the playing fields he is observing. Mattia has made a recent enquiry at Alleyn’s
regarding use of herbicides but has not had any response. A few years ago this group did
explore the attitudes of the Dulwich schools within the Dulwich Estate to supporting wildlife
and having wildlife beneficial practices. It was decided we may need to revisit checking on
these practices and avoid complacency. There was discussion about recognition of
conflicting interests for commercial enterprises and for the provision of sports and
recreational facilities with optimising best practise for benefit of wildlife. This group has
discussed these tensions previously and recognised that while use of artificial grass is
unacceptable in gardens there is sometimes a place for astroturf for year-round sports
facilities. John is of the view that sports field groundsmen are mowing excessively. Overall,
it seemed that we need to know more about current recommended good practice in order
to be able to call out examples of local places where there might be a change to minimise
damage to wildlife. We need to check on the current government policy on herbicides,
notably glyphosate and neonicotinoids, which have had changes, uncertainty and delays in
legislation regarding use.

Most importantly we decided we should wherever possible inform people that herbicides
do a great deal of ecological damage beyond just killing weeds. Many people know not to
use pesticides but do continue to use herbicides.

Peter suggested John might submit an article about his concerns to Claire Richards for the
Dulwich Society Journal.

Sightings:

Harry reported hearing Firecrests in the Woods and Park during February and seeing one
in Dulwich Village recently. He has been moth trapping and has seen another species new
to his monitoring, the Streamer (Anticlea derivate).



Several of us have been seeing Brimstone butterflies but no one mentioned Beeflies or
Orange-tip butterflies. We have in past years considered these three species as
harbingers of spring.

Emily is pleased that Starlings have adopted one of her Swift boxes. Steven said this is not
uncommon and timing is such that Swifts may well take over the box after the Starlings
have fledged. The common date for return of Swifts is May 5th so we may be seeing
Swifts before the next meeting. Emily asked when she should start playing her Swift call
recording. Steven suggested when Swifts are first seen locally

AOB

Additional Tree Discussion

Emily said that Dulwich Orchard is not flourishing and frequently becomes waterlogged.
Some trees have been replaced with non-fruit trees. The Orchard is managed by Oliver
Stutter and he will be asked to provide more information about current thinking on use and
care of the Orchard.

Suggestion for the e-newsletter wildlife advice followed on from our discussions: Avoiding
using any herbicides, as well as not using pesticides and tolerating caterpillars leaving
holes in leaves.

The Dulwich Society AGM will take place on April 27.

Peter will step down as Trustee of the Society at that meeting. Emily was nominated and
seconded in advance to take his place. Peter will continue as member of The Wildlife and
Tree Group and will be continuing in his role as ‘Recorder’.

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 19 May 2026
Emily agreed to Chair.



